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“Teachers are very caring. You feel that they 
know your child really well, and that their 

welfare and learning are a priority.” 
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Welcome
to Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form
By Assistant Head Teacher and Director of Sixth Form 
Francesca De Lashley

We are delighted that you are considering 
applying to Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form. As 
a Sixth Form we are committed to ensuring that 
our Christian values, outstanding care for the 
individual and excellent student achievement, 
remain at the heart of our provision.

The next step in your education is an extremely important 
one, and one where you are making the hard decisions. Having 
worked hard for your GCSE qualifications, you need to make 
sure that the choices you now make are the right ones. Our 
curriculum is broad, balanced and will allow you to tailor 
your learning experience to suit your future progression. With 
nationally recognised outstanding student performance, your 
future aspirations will soon become one step closer. There is no 
better feeling than seeing our students achieve the grades and 
qualifications to move on to Higher Education, an Apprenticeship 
or into employment. For this to happen, there must be a 
combination of academic rigour, high quality pastoral care and 
outstanding teaching and learning. Archbishop Holgate’s has 
an exceptional reputation for its values, care and achievement, 
and as a member of our Sixth Form you will receive, outstanding 
guidance and support throughout your time with us.

Our friendly Sixth Form community is centred around strong 
relationships between staff and students which are built 
on mutual respect. It is an environment in which students, 
parents, guardians and staff work in partnership to support 
your needs and allow you to fulfil your potential. Opportunities 
outside of the classroom will not only enable you to forge 
strong friendships but provide you with fond memories 
of your time with us. The Sixth Form Team has a wealth of 
experience and enthusiasm, and are committed to ensuring 
that you are happy, safe and truly known as an individual.

“The outstanding 
leadership of 
the Academy is 
visionary, innovative 
and reflective.

The very strong 
relationships 
throughout the 
school are built 
on mutual respect, 
underpinned by the 
explicit vision and 
Christian values.

The outstanding 
pastoral care based on 
clear Christian values, 
supporting every child 
in school on their 
personal journey.”

Statutory Inspection of 
Church of England Schools

We welcome students from a wide geographical area and from other schools. Parents and prospective 
students who would like to arrange a visit to see our Sixth Form and meet the team will be very welcome. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us to find out more.

• 100% A Level and Level 3 BTEC pass rate

• 97% of students achieved at least one 
grade A*-B or equivalent

• 77% of all entries were graded 
at A*-B or equivalent

• 41% of all entries were graded 
at A*-A or equivalent

2018 KS5 Results

Results this year were once again outstanding. 
Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form is yet 
again ranked within the top 10% of Post-16 
providers nationally and has been ranked 
Top 1% nationally for A Level performance 
for two out of the last three years.

Here are just a few more excellent 
reasons why you should consider us:

• Our proven track record of outstanding 
results with performance in A-Level 
and Vocational Qualifications con-
sistently in the top 10% nationally 
for Student Performance

• A truly inclusive curriculum offer

• Our fantastic tutor programme 
and enrichment opportunities

• The broad subject choice and 
additional qualifications on offer 
to help students stand out

• The facilities that are second to none

• A structured learning environment 
from the start of each day

• Academic rigour and support 
for the most able

• The opportunity to be Student 
Leaders of the whole school

• A real sense of enrichment, 
community and cooperation

“Through the care, 
support and guidance on 
offer from my teachers 
and form tutor I have 
achieved grades much 
higher than I thought 
I could ever achieve.”
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Life as a Sixth Form student is exciting and 
challenging in many different ways. At Sixth Form 
we take great care to make sure that you have all the 
help you need to settle in and achieve your best. 

During one-to-one discussions and enrolment, members of our Sixth 
Form Team will discuss options and choices with you and once you have 
applied to the Sixth Form, your personalised study programme will be 
timetabled around your needs.

You will have a specialist Head of Year to support you in your transition 
from Year 11 to Year 12. In Year 13 you will be overseen by the Director 
of Sixth Form and be supported by our Head of UCAS.

On joining the Sixth Form you will be placed with a tutor group led by 
your Personal Tutor who will stay with you throughout your time in Sixth 
Form. Your Tutor is there to monitor and support you, make sure that you 
stay on target and help with any difficulties or problems you may have.

Additional support is provided by our Sixth Form Administrator and the 
Attendance and Safeguarding Officer. All of which are overseen by our 
Director of Sixth Form. During your time at Sixth Form you will develop 
independent learning skills, so that you are fully equipped for university 
and employment. You will begin to take greater responsibility for your 
own learning, develop your study skills and become self-motivated.

“I quickly learned 
that this is not school. 
No uniform, greater 
freedom but still 
the same high level 
of support. I also 
realised that my views 
really could make a 
difference, so I joined 
the Student Senate. 
We have organised 
events, visits, raised 
money for charity and 
have helped shape 
the future direction 
of the Sixth Form.”

Care, Support
and Guidance

There may be times during the day when you 
do not have study periods or lessons and will 
be free to use the Sixth Form resources. It is 
important that you use this time wisely, your 
success is strongly influenced by the amount 
of effort you put in. Your Form Tutor will 
regularly discuss your progress and help you 
set achievable academic and personal goals. 
We work together as a partnership with you and 
your parents or guardians to ensure success.

Care

• Cared for as an individual

• Cared for in a small centre

• Cared for by Form Tutor, Head of 
Year and Director of Sixth Form

Support

• Support with your studies

• Support to achieve your targets

• Support developing your skills

Guidance

• Guidance about university

• Guidance on a future career

• Guidance on making applications

Care, Support
and Guidance

“We are a Church of England Sixth 
Form dedicated to the education 
and development of the whole 
person, so that all students can 
realise their full potential.

A commitment to Christian 
values such as integrity, justice, 
concern for others, equality and 
respect for the environment, 
with a focus on professionalism.” 
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All students will have:

• Professional development opportunities with members of the Sixth Form Team                       
to develop your learning and life skills

• Personal meetings with your Form Tutor throughout the year to review progress            
towards your targets

• Support through structured Form Tutor Programme

• Help with time management and prioritising

• Comprehensive careers advice and help with University Competitive Admissions                  
and other UCAS applications as well as employment interviews

Meet the Sixth Form Team

Care, Support
and Guidance

The Form Tutor Programme

We strongly believe that we should start the day together as a Sixth Form community and as part of this we 
run a structured Tutorial Programme. During this time, students engage with their Form Tutors via a range of 
different experiences. Students engage with thought provoking quotes and relevant news references which 
encourage group discussion. All of the following widen students’ knowledge and understanding of topical items:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Morning
Thought for 

the day

Thought for 

the day

Thought for 

the day

Thought for 

the day

Thought for 

the day

Afternoon
Chapel/

Progression
News

Tutor Time

Act of Collective 

Worship

Year Group

Act of Collective 

Worship

University

Challenge

Care, Support
and Guidance

Mrs F Hopkinson-Kearney

Head of Year 12 &
Teacher of Business Studies

Mr P Skelton

Head of UCAS and Teacher 
of Psychology, Sociology 

and Applied Law

Mrs S Walton

Sixth Form Supervisor 
& Administrator

“My aim is to support students as 
they embark on their Sixth Form 

journey, ensuring they feel secure, 
happy, confident and motivated in 
stepping up to the challenges and 
opportunities of Level 3 education. 

This includes working with them 
to identify the most suitable 

courses for their future career 
aspirations, as well as providing 

opportunities and encouragement 
for greater involvement in social, 

academic and extracurricular 
enrichment to help them develop 

academically and personally.“ 

“I have the privilege of working 
with our students as they decide 

on their different progression 
routes from AHS, whether it be 
university, apprenticeship, full 
time employment or gap year. 

This involves aiding them in their 
research, assisting them with the 
different application processes, 
and generally preparing them 
for life outside of sixth form.”

“Through my role, I am able to 
offer additional support to the 
students, often I am the first 

port of call for helping students 
on a day to day basis. I spend 

time helping to make sure that 
students are supported in their 
UCAS application. I also enjoy 
getting to know each student 

as an individual, and I feel very 
proud to see them progress on 
to University or employment.”
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Getting you
on the Right Courses

Support for transition and the 
induction of students 

At Archbishop Holgate’s School we believe 
in supporting our students in making the 
move from Year 11 to Sixth Form. There is 
bespoke support to suit the needs of each 
individual, below is a summary of the general 
support offered to students moving:

• From Year 11 who currently 
study at a different school 

• From Year 11 who currently study 
at Archbishop Holgate’s School 

• From Year 11 onto the WorkSkills course

Transition and induction arrangements 
for Year 11 students

Deciding on your next steps after Year 11 can 
be an incredibly difficult decision to make. 
To help support you in making your decision 
we offer a robust Information, Advice and 
Guidance Programme (IAG). Some of the key 
events and opportunities are as follows: 

• Our Sixth Form Open Evening on Tuesday the 
13th of November 2018. During this evening 
you can meet the members of the Sixth Form 
Team, subject staff, Form Tutors and current 
students as well as hearing key information. 

• There are two ‘taster days’ in January 2019 
– Tuesday 15th or Thursday 17th. During the 
day you will engage in Sixth Form lessons, 
take part in our Sixth Form Tutor Programme, 
have the opportunity to speak to subject 
teachers and meet the Sixth Form Team.

• One-to-One ‘Information, Advice and 
Guidance’ meetings with the Sixth Form 
Team to discuss and explore option choices. 

• GCSE Results Day intensive support for 
students including follow up meetings after        
the day to ensure correct course combinations.

• An Induction Day on the first day of term.

Getting you
on the Right Courses

Further transition arrangements 
for students keen to study the 
WorkSkills Programme

We have a personalised WorkSkills Programme 
including a vocational dimension to supplement 
and extend the world of work into the wider 
curriculum. Our WorkSkills Programme offers 
hands-on experience to those unlikely to 
succeed within the Post-16 curriculum.

Transition from Year 11 into Year 12

The Head of WorkSkills builds relationships very 
early on in Year 11 to aid a smooth transition into
Year 12. This is done by liaising with schools and 
their SENDCos to fully understand the needs of 
each individual. Students will attend our Taster Days 
and the Induction Day as well as attending the
Sixth Form for further familiarisation and transition 
work. The Work Placement Coordinators will 
discuss work place options, organise placements 
and take students along to their interviews.

Work Placements

Students will attend one work placement two days 
a week or alternatively they may opt to have two 
placements over the two days. The Work Placement 
Coordinators carry out daily checks for safeguarding 
to ensure students have arrived safely at their 
placement. This also allows us to communicate 
regularly with the work placements to identify 
any issues. Students also receive a termly visit 
to their placement, which allows us to highlight 
successes and put in place targets for development.

Progression

The Head of WorkSkills and our Careers Adviser work 
closely with individual students who are progressing 
into work, apprenticeships or further study to ensure 
that each student has a clear progression route. This 
is regardless of whether the student stays with us 
for one or two years. Guided lesson time is set aside 
to give students the opportunity to take a pro-active 
approach in researching their possible future prospects. 
Each student is provided with specific individual 
support to ensure a successful onward transition.
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Student
Progression
The majority of our students expect to go on to study Higher
Education. The Sixth Form has an experienced and dedicated team 
in place to help all our students make the best choices for Post-18.

Whether your choice is to go onto Higher Education, Further Education, an Apprenticeship or enter into Employment, 
we offer comprehensive support. The Sixth Form offers a bespoke programme to help students make the right choice 
for them, offering a variety of different opportunities and guidance depending on intended progression route.

UCAS and Competitive Admissions 

• Early identification of strong 
and potential applicants 

• Strong links with our associate 
Oxbridge Colleges

• Attendance to the King’s 
College Cambridge Talk

• Cambridge University Residential Trip

• Mansfield College Oxford - Interview Workshop 

• Summer School application support 

• Subject specific workshops for Medicine, 
Veterinary and Dentistry

• Intensive early entry application 
support  including personal statement 
and pre-test guidance

Whilst competition for places at Oxford and Cambridge Universities is fierce, at Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth 
Form there is a great deal of support in place aimed at making sure that our students have the best chance 
of securing an offer. The support provided by the school includes: 

Personal Enrichment
Through the School Community
Our Sixth Form is a dynamic and vibrant community which not 
only relies on the involvement of staff but also students in order 
to make things happen. The more that students become involved 
in Sixth Form life, the more that they will enjoy their time with us.

Representing the Student Voice

Senate acts as a forum for representing the views 
of students. Through the Senate, students can make 
their views known on issues which affect their 
life as a student. Two students are also elected as 
Head Boy and Head Girl and they lead the whole 
School Council. In addition, the Senate alongside 
other sub-committees of the Students Leadership 
Team, organise social events and raises funds 
for the Sixth Form and for selected charities.

Charity and Community Work

The Sixth Form aims to raise money through 
various events and activities for local, national and 
international charities. Our Student Leaders organise 
charity events ranging from quizzes, cake sales and 
even bad hair days! A highlight of the year is the 
annual ‘Raising and Giving’ week prior to the Christmas 
holidays. Sixth Form students organise a whole 
host of activities involving members of our School 
community. Popular events include the ‘Christmas 
Fayre’ and the popular ‘Teacher Discomfort’ event.

“I never thought giving 
could be so rewarding.
I really look forward to 
working with my mentee 
in main school and 
helping him to improve 
his reading skills.”

Students are also keen to get involved in the community, 
helping local charities to run projects in the local area. 
There are a great range of volunteering opportunities 
available, many of our students help out on a regular 
basis with local nursery schools and homes for the 
elderly. Other students will get involved in the main 
school and our feeder primary schools through 
mentoring younger students, running sports clubs and 
helping pupils with the paired reading programme.
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Trips

Trips are not only an integral part of ‘out of 
classroom’ learning but also offer a chance for 
students to explore new experiences. Students have 
enjoyed skiing visits to the Alps and Business trips 
to New York alongside many other opportunities 
within subject areas. Other trips are offered to 
help students gain first hand experiences of new 
cultures, providing them with the opportunity to 
develop new skills as well as life long memories.

Volunteering Programme

As part of our Sixth Form Enrichment Programme, 
all of our Year 12 students volunteer at least 
once per fortnight. Students select placements 
to suit their future aspirations and interests.

Personal
Enrichment

Work Experience

All students within their time in Sixth Form will have the opportunity to take part in a 
work experience placement linked to their intended career pathway. Work Placements 

provide students with valuable life skills, gaining knowledge and experience on 
real life projects in preparation for University or their future career.

“Our expedition and link to South 
Africa has allowed us to work 
with children to improve their 
school. What an experience!”

An Inspiring
Curriculum
Deciding Which Course to Study

You may already have very clear ideas about 
what you want to study but it is important that 
you get as much information as possible. Ideally 
you should have an idea of a future career route, 
then work backwards to identify appropriate 
course combinations within Sixth Form.

If you are unsure how to proceed, then 
please ask for support and guidance when 
making your choices and we will advise 
you of suitable course combinations to 
keep your options open for the future.

Your GCSE results may determine what subjects 
or courses you choose but ask yourself:

• Which courses and subjects best support                                 
each other when applying to university?

• The career implications of your choices

• Will I enjoy this subject or course;                                                    
did I enjoy the course at GCSE?

• Am I good at this subject and will I 
achieve a suitable grade for entry 
onto the Sixth Form course?

• Will I cope with any coursework that is set,                                     
the reading and the volume of hard work?

• Which subjects or courses are best 
suited to my skills and abilities?

• Will these subjects or courses fit in 
with my future career plans?

• Am I more successful with 
coursework or examinations?

Speak to your teachers, to careers staff, to your 
parents, to your friends. Ask current students what 
they feel about the workload, what they enjoy, what 
they dislike or find difficult. Whatever you decide 
to do, we will help you choose what is right for you. 

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses 
includes students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 
or equivalent at GCSE alongside a Grade 
4 or above in English and/or Mathematics. 
Students with either English and/or 
Mathematics at Grade 3 or below will have 
individual meetings to determine the most 
suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

Deciding How Many Courses to Study

We expect the majority of our students to study 
a combination of courses that are equivalent 
to four A-Level courses. You should discuss 
your options with the Sixth Form team to 
ensure you have sufficient challenge.
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Curriculum
Enrichment
The Sixth Form offers a range of qualifications that allow our 
students to stand out against an increasingly competitive field. 
These include the opportunity to complete the Young Leaders 
Award, the Extended Project Qualification and Core Maths.

Core Maths

The AQA Level 3 Certificate in Mathematical 
Studies (better known as Core Maths) is 
a course for those who want to keep up 
their valuable maths skills but who are not 
planning on taking A-Level Mathematics. 

Core Maths has been designed to maintain and 
develop real-life skills. What you study is not purely 
theoretical or abstract; it can be applied on a day-to-
day basis in work, study or life. It will also help with 
other A-Level subjects – in particular with Science, 
Geography, Business Studies and Psychology. The 
skills developed in the study of mathematics are 
increasingly important in the workplace and in 
higher education; studying Core Maths will help you 
keep up these essential skills. On average, students 
who study maths after GCSE improve their career 
choices and increase their earning potential.

RE Enrichment

Being a Church school, we take our obligation to 
broaden our students’ religious awareness seriously. 
Enrichment RE comprises fortnightly lessons, as 
well as two off-timetable Enrichment RE days, which 
provide the opportunity for students to explore, 
discuss and debate the role and impact of religion 
in contemporary society.

During Enrichment RE students take part in 
discussions about the influence of faith in our world 
today. Students’ understanding of a range of faiths 
will be refreshed, and how they currently, and have 
previously, influenced the societies in which we live. 
This course offers a great opportunity to broaden 
general knowledge, initiate intrigue and allow 
healthy reflection and debate.

The Enrichment RE programme is delivered by 
our outstanding RE department who, through 
their expertise, genuine interest and enthusiasm, 
deliver a truly enriching experience. The benefits 
of Enrichment RE are huge; not only does it help 
students prepare a stunning UCAS application, it 
also helps prepare students for life beyond school 
and university.

An Inspiring
Curriculum
Our Curriculum

Within our Sixth Form, students have the option of studying A-levels and Level 3 BTEC qualifications. We 
have built a curriculum model that allows students the flexibility to study purely A-levels, purely BTECs or a 
combination of both course types. If these qualifications aren’t suitable, then a student can access the Work 
Skills Programme offered at Level 2.

Possible pathways for Post-16 study

Pathway 1 A Level A Level A Level A Level
Enrichment 

RE/Core 
Maths/EPQ

Pathway 2 A Level A Level A Level
Single 

Vocational

Enrichment 
RE/Core 

Maths/EPQ

Pathway 3 Double Vocational
Single 

Vocational
Single 

Vocational

Enrichment 
RE/Core 

Maths/EPQ

Pathway 4 Double Vocational
Single 

Vocational
A Level

Enrichment 
RE/Core 

Maths/EPQ

Pathway 5 Double Vocational Double Vocational
Enrichment 

RE/Core 
Maths/EPQ

Pathway 6 Double Vocational
Single 

Vocational

Enrichment 
RE/Core 

Maths/EPQ

Pathway 7 Triple Vocational
Enrichment 

RE/Core 
Maths/EPQ

Pathway 8 Work Skills Level 2
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Curriculum
Enrichment

Level 3 BTEC 
Vocational Qualifications

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

A recent study by Cambridge University suggests that 
94% of undergraduate students feel that they lack 
the independent learning skills necessary to flourish 
during their first year at university. The Extended 
Project Qualification fills this gap perfectly by 
providing students with an opportunity to develop the 
independent research and writing skills they will need. 

In Year 13 students have the opportunity to start the 
Extended Project and take ownership of their learning 
by planning a project proposal, researching and 
debating a topic, before drawing their evidence based 
conclusions. The six thousand word dissertation is a real 
chance for students to extend their learning within their 
chosen specialism or an opportunity to gain a highly 
regarded qualification based upon their own interests.

Many students choose Extended Project to 
develop a deeper understanding of a topic that 
is related to their chosen degree course. This 
allows them to demonstrate their enthusiasm for 
a subject and a love of learning during UCAS. 

Personal Development Enrichment

Y12 presents real challenge as students adjust to 
the demands of Post-16 study. We have designed 
a curriculum that allows for one hour per week of 
Personal Development Enrichment. This provides 
opportunity to access a range of exercise classes at 
local facilities, become a Mental Health Champion 
or participate in a number of subject enrichment 
workshops. Peer interaction outside of immediate 
social groups accompanied with both physical 
and mental wellbeing are an important part of 
success at Post-16 and this timetabled period 
provides opportunity to focus on this area.
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Level 3 BTEC
Vocational Qualifications
Level 3 BTEC

With so many opportunities available, such as going out 
into the world of work, training as an apprentice, going to 
college or joining the forces, it may seem overwhelming 
to make such a big decision regarding your future career. 
Studying Level 3 BTEC qualifications is a good option 
which has many benefits. You can study subjects that 
really interest you and the grades that you achieve will 
help you to achieve your future aspirations. The BTEC 
qualifications provide an opportunity for students to 
gain technical skills in a specific sector. Students taking 
these qualifications need to produce a substantial 
amount of coursework alongside externally assessed 
tasks and examinations. These qualifications include the 
rigour of A Level qualifications but with more knowledge 
and hands-on experience in chosen vocations.

Key points:

• These are Level 3 qualifications 

• They are graded at Pass, Merit, 
Distinction and Distinction* and are 
equivalent to A-Level qualifications  

• Most are equivalent to one A Level 
but we offer some that are the 
equivalent of two or three A Levels

• They can be taken alongside other 
BTEC subjects or A-Levels 

Level 3 Vocational Offer

• BTEC Applied Law (National 
Extended Certificate)

• BTEC Applied Science (National 
Extended Certificate)

• BTEC Art and Design Graphics 
(National Extended Certificate)

• BTEC Children’s Play, Learning and                               
Development (National Extended Certificate)

• BTEC Business (National Extended 
Certificate; National Diploma and 
National Extended Diploma)

• BTEC Engineering (National Extended 
Certificate and National Diploma)

• BTEC Health and Social Care (National 
Extended Certificate; National Diploma 
and National Extended Diploma)

• BTEC IT (National Extended Certificate)

• BTEC Public Services (National Extended 
Certificate; National Diploma and 
National Extended Diploma)

• BTEC Sport (National Extended 
Certificate and National Diploma)

• BTEC Travel and Tourism (National 
Extended Certificate)

Equivalent to one, two or three A Level qualifications.

 Applied Law

“At his best, man is the noblest of all animals; 
separated from law and justice he is the worst.” Aristotle

Ever wondered what the difference is between murder and manslaughter? 
Ever wondered what society hopes to achieve by sending someone to 
prison for ten years? What about the difference between theft, robbery and 
burglary? Or the difference between juries and magistrates, or a solicitor 
and a barrister, or a crown court and a county court or any kind of court? 
These, and many other questions, will be answered during the course.

The four areas of study include:

• Dispute Solving in the Legal System 
– Learners explore how civil disputes 
are resolved, both in the courts and by 
alternative means. They will examine the 
making and working of precedent and its 
application in the law of negligence.

• Investigating Aspects of Criminal Law and 
the Legal System – Learners research how 
laws are made and interpreted, who advises 
and decides on the outcome of criminal cases 
and the punishments that can be imposed if 
laws are broken. They will then present advice 
to clients on non-fatal offence case studies.

• Applying the Law – Learners examine the 
law related to specific crimes, including 
homicide and offences against property. 
They will explore the police procedures 
for dealing with such offences.

• Aspects of Family Law – Learners explore 
the requirements of a valid marriage and civil 
partnership, the laws governing the breakdown 
of relationships, as well as how disputes 
over children are resolved by the courts.

Course Description

There are three mandatory units 
and one optional unit:

• Unit 1 - Dispute Solving in Civil Law

• Unit 2 - Investigating Aspects of 
Criminal Law and the Legal System

• Unit 3 - Applying the law

• Unit 4 - Aspects of Family Law

Learners will be required to complete all units over 
the course of two years. There will be a mixture 
of internal and external assessments including a 
Synoptic assessment which will require learners 
to apply learning from across the qualification 
to the completion of a defined vocational task.

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

“I studied four BTEC 
qualifications – Double 
Engineering, Single 
IT & Business and 
have gained an 
apprenticeship at 
Tata Steel Project.”
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 Applied Science

Designed as a one-year full-time course or a full two-year programme when 
studied alongside further Level 3 qualifications. Supports progression to 
higher education, to an Apprenticeship or entry level employment in the 
science sector.

“The art and science of asking questions is 
the source of all knowledge.” Thomas Berger

How it is assessed

Two External assessments:

• Principles and applications of Science

• Science investigative skills

Three Internally assessed units:

• Practical scientific procedures

• Physiology of human biology systems

• Human regulation and reproduction

 Art and Design Graphics

Art and Design Graphics allows students to focus on different strands of Design 
such as; architecture, graphics and product concept design. Studying Design will 
equip students with the skills for careers in, graphic design, illustration or 
architecture and interior design.

“Design is in everything we make, but it’s also between
those things; it’s a mix of craft, science, storytelling,
propaganda and philosophy.” Erik Adigard

Course Description

In year one students will complete 2 units for 
their level 3 in Art and Design Graphics. For this, 
they will use a range of graphical communication 
techniques to design concept buildings, redesign 
branding or create graphic products. In addition 
to traditional designer tools like rendering pens 
and sketchbooks they will also explore industry 
standard software including Autodesk Fusion 
and Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop and InDesign.

Finally, in year two, students will complete a further 
two units. One of which will be their controlled task 
where they look at the work of an existing designer. 
During the year students will continue to develop 
their sketchbook and digital portfolio giving them 
further opportunity to develop their skills which 
will be essential when applying for apprenticeships 
and degree courses in a Design specialism.

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine 
the most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form. 

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine 
the most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form. 
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 Business

Are you aware of how much you already know about how businesses operate?  
You may watch The Apprentice and Dragons’ Den and make judgements about 
the marketing skills the candidates and pitchers have, or have aspirations to 
run your own business.  This course will enable you to find out why businesses 
act in the way they do and how they aim to influence your behaviour.

“Whenever you see a successful business,                
someone once made a courageous decision.” Peter F Drucker

Course Description

You will study a range of business 
related topics including core units:

• Exploring Business – In this introductory 
unit, learners study the purposes of different 
businesses, their structure, the effect of the 
external environment, and how they need 
to be dynamic and innovative to survive.

• Developing a Marketing Campaign 
– In this unit learners will gain skills 
relating to and an understanding of how 
a marketing campaign is developed, 
before creating a campaign of their 
own for a pre-released case study.

• Personal and Business Finance – Learners 
study the purpose and importance of personal 
and business finance. They will develop the 
skills and knowledge needed to understand, 
analyse and prepare financial information.

Course Assessment

Extended Certificate in Business
Equivalent in size to one A Level. You study
4 units of which 3 are mandatory and 2
are externally assessed.

Diploma
Equivalent in size to two A Levels. You study
8 units of which 6 are mandatory and 3
are externally assessed.

National Extended Diploma
Equivalent in size to three A Levels. 13 units of which 
4 are externally assessed, 9 internally assessed.

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

Recruitment and Selection Process

Learners explore how the recruitment process 
is carried out in a business. The unit gives them 
the opportunity to participate in selection 
interviews and review their performance. There 
are also a wide range of additional units including 
Managing an Event, International Business and 
Principles of Management should you choose 
to study the Diploma. The course installs a 
broad understanding of many business theories 
which can be further developed at university, 
through employment or via an apprenticeship.

 Children’s Play, Learning, and Development

“It takes a big heart to shape little minds.” Author Unknown

This qualification is designed for learners preparing for a role as an early year’s 
educator in preschool and nursery settings. 

The qualification is designed to be the substantive part of a 16–19 study programme 
for learners who want to study the mandatory core content of the children’s play, 
learning and development sector, which is needed to practice as an early year’s 
educator. It may be complemented with other BTEC Nationals or A Levels.

Course Description

You will study a range of business 
related topics including core units:

• Children’s Development –  In this unit, you will 
learn about theories and models of development 
that explain how and why children develop and 
how this relates to the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS). 

• Development of Children’s Communication, 
Literacy and Numeracy Skills –  In this unit, 
you will learn the sequence of children’s 
speech, communication, language, literacy 
and numeracy skills development.

• Play and Learning –  In this unit, you will learn 
about the types of play and the opportunities 
that should be made available to children at 
different ages and stages of development.

• Keeping Children Safe –  In this unit, you will 
look at the legislation, regulations and guidance 
relevant to health, safety and safeguarding.

• Children’s Physical Development, Care 
and Health Needs –  In this unit, you will 
learn about the physical care needs of children 
and the important role of the early years 
professional to meet those needs through 
routines and by providing opportunity for 
challenging, physical play activities.

• Working with Others and Parents in Early 
Years –  In this unit, you will examine the role 
of parents and factors that affect parenting 
styles. You will also learn about parents’ rights 
and their different views about childhood.

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

• The Early Years Foundation Stage –  In this 
unit, you will look at the principles, themes and 
aims of the EYFS and how these can influence 
the way that the curriculum is organised.

Course Assessment

Equivalent in size to one A Level. You study 
7 units of which 3 are mandatory and 2 are 
externally assessed, you will also undertake a 
work placement for a minimum of 50 hours.  
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 Engineering

Extended Certificate in Engineering

• Equivalent in size to one A Level 

• Four units in total, two of which 
are externally assessed  

Course Description

Students will complete the following 
mandatory units alongside one other*:

• Engineering Principles (examination)

• Delivery of Engineering 
Processes Safely as a Team

• Engineering Product Design 
and Manufacture

Diploma in Engineering

• Equivalent in size to two A Levels 
Ten units in total, two of which 
are externally assessed 

Students will complete the following 
mandatory units alongside seven other*:

• Engineering Principles (examination)

• Delivery of Engineering 
Processes Safely as a Team

• Engineering Product Design 
and Manufacture

*There are also a wide variety of additional units including: 
Mechanical Behaviour of Metallic Materials, Computer 
Programming, Computer Aided Design in Engineering, A 
Specialist Engineering Project, Modern Manufacturing Systems 
and Fabrication Manufacturing Processes if you choose to 
study the Certificate or the Diploma in Engineering. The 
course instils a broad understanding of a wide variety of 
engineering sub sections which can be further developed at 
university, through employment and/or via an apprenticeship. 

Throughout the course visits to support learning at 
different engineering organisations include: 

Mini, Munich, BMW, Audi, Coca Cola, Portakabin, Nestle, JCB, 
Snow Home, New Designers and The Design Museum in London.

 Health and Social Care

Engineering at Level 3 prepares students with a broad experience of Engineering 
in industry. With over 10 visits associated to the course, this provides many 
opportunities beyond the classroom and prepares students for university 
or apprenticeships.

“The UK needs over one million new engineers 
and technicians by 2020.” Royal Academy of Engineering

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses 
includes students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 
or equivalent at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 
in Mathematics to access Engineering. 

Course Description

The course comprises of numerous units covering 
a wide aspect of Health & Social Care to achieve 
the Extended Diploma (worth the equivalent 
of three A Levels). The course is also available 
in the Extended Certificate and the Diploma.

• Developing Effective Communication 
in Health and Social Care

• Equality, Diversity and Rights 
in Health and Social Care

• Health, Safety and Security in 
Health and Social Care

• Development Through the Life Stages

• Sociological Perspectives for 
Health and Social Care

• Psychological Perspectives for 
Health and Social Care

This qualification will provide opportunities in careers 
including Home & Residential Care, some National 
Health Careers including Health Care Assistant, 
Family support Worker. After further study this 
qualification will provide opportunities in careers 
including Nursing, Social Work, Youth & Community 
Work, Probation and Allied Health Professions.

Sixth Form general entry requirements

Automatic entry onto the Level 3 Extended Diploma course includes students achieving 3 
x Grade 9-4 or equivalent at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 in English and/or Mathematics. 

Students wishing to study the Extended Certificate or Diploma would be required to meet the general 
entry requirements of achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above 
in English and/or Mathematics. Students with either English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

This course enables students to explore a range of areas within the health 
services. It will provide knowledge, understanding and skills required 
to progress onto future employment in the health and care sectors.

“A modern health care system has to be completely 
focused on the needs of its users.” Patricia Hewitt
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 IT

“There was a time when people felt the internet 
was another world, but now people realise it’s 
a tool that we use in this world.” Tim Berners-Lee

Develop your IT and Computing skills at Level 3 with this hugely variable qualification. 
Designed to be a mix between theory and practical; writing and doing; software 
and hardware. This course stretches a number of the skills you already have 
from lower down the school and introduces you to a host of new ones and YES 
it does involve you having to “lift the lid of the computer and peak inside”.

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses 
includes students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 
or equivalent at GCSE alongside a Grade 
4 or above in English and/or Mathematics. 
Students with either English and/or 
Mathematics at Grade 3 or below will have 
individual meetings to determine the most 
suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

Course Assessment

Extended Certificate

• Equivalent in size to 1 A-Level 

• You will study 4 units. A mix of written 
exam, controlled assessment and 
internally marked coursework 

Course Description

The Level 3 BTEC National in IT and Computing 
is designed to be a very hands on and practical 
course.  Students are asked to complete a number 
of assignments over the two years of the course.   
Students study a variety of units including:

• Unit 1: Information Technology Systems  – 
Learners study the role of computer systems 
and the implications of their use in personal 
and professional situations. 

• Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage 
Information –  Learners study the design, 
creation, testing and evaluation of a relational 
database system to manage information. 

• Unit 3: Using Social Media in Business  – 
Learners explore how businesses use social 
media to promote their products and services.  
Learners also implement social media activities 
in a business to meet requirements.

• Unit 6: Website Development  –  
 Learners investigate website development 
 principles. They will design and develop a 
 website using scripting languages.

 Public Services

“There’s no greater challenge and there is no greater 
honour than to be in public service.” Condoleezza Rice

The uniformed protective service sector

Sixth Form general entry requirements

Automatic entry onto the Level 3 Extended Diploma course includes students achieving 3 x 
Grade 9-4 or equivalent at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 in English and/or Mathematics. 

Students wishing to study the Extended Certificate or Diploma would be required to meet the general 
entry requirements of achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above 
in English and/or Mathematics. Students with either English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

How it is assessed

• 1 x  External assessment based 
on Citizenship and Diversity 
lasting for approx. 2.5 hours

• 3 x Internally assessed units

The uniformed protective service sector is diverse 
and encompasses uniformed public services such 
as the police service, the fire and rescue service, the 
armed services and the prison service. Most of these 
uniformed protective services are organised and 
financed by the government in order to benefit society. 

The qualification focuses on the police service, fire 
and rescue service, armed services and the prison 
service. The content of this qualification has been 
developed in consultation with employers and 
professional bodies to ensure that it is appropriate 
for those interested in working in the sector. 

In addition, higher education representatives have 
been involved to ensure that it fully supports 
entry to the relevant range of specialist degrees.



Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form Prospectus 2018/19 31www.archbishopholgates.org30

 Sport

Are you interested in sport and how it is impacted upon by performance, fitness and 
lifestyle? If the answer is yes, then this course will enable you to explore coaching 
techniques, develop analysis and observation of sports performance, investigate 
lifestyles of athletes and is aimed at learners looking to progress in this sector.

“Sport is human life in microcosm.” Howard Cosell

Extended Certificate in Sport

Equivalent in size to one A Level. You will 
study 4 units of which 3 are mandatory 
and 2 are externally assessed.

National Diploma in Sport

Equivalent in size to two A Levels. 9 units of 
which 6 are mandatory and 3 are external.

Course Description

You will study a range of sport related 
topics including core units: 

• Anatomy and Physiology – This comes in the 
form of a written exam set and marked externally.  
Learners explore how the skeletal, muscular, 
cardiovascular and respiratory systems function 
and the fundamentals of the energy systems. 

• Fitness Training and Programming for Health, 
Sport and Well-being – Learners explore client 
screening and lifestyle assessment, fitness training 
methods and fitness programming to support 
improvements in a client’s health and wellbeing. 

• Professional Development in the Sports 
Industry – Learners explore the knowledge and 
skills required for different career pathways in 
the sports industry.  Learners will take part in, and 
reflect on, a personal skills audit, career action plan 
and practical interview assessment activities. 

• Application of Fitness Testing and Training – 
Learners gain an understanding of the requirements of 
fitness testing and learn how to safely conduct a range 
of fitness tests for different components of fitness. 

The course offers learners the opportunity to progress 
employability skills (cognitive and problem solving 
skills, intrapersonal and interpersonal skills), as 
well as allowing learners to develop transferable 
knowledge and skills for higher education. 

Entry Requirements

Please see general entry requirements 
for automatic entry onto Level 3 courses. 
Students will be assessed as a performer 
or coach in both qualifications in one 
activity and should therefore be regularly 
participating in physical activity/sport.

 Travel and Tourism

“Travel is more than the seeing of sights, it is a change 
that goes on, deep and permanent, in the ideas of living.”
Miriam Beard

The travel and tourism sector continues to grow at a rapid pace, with the amount 
of travel undertaken by individuals for both leisure and business purposes 
continuing to increase. An expansion in the short-break market has led to a 
growth of regional airports in the UK and across Europe and a rise in the number 
of new hospitality enterprises including health spas and boutique hotels. This 
rapid expansion has led to huge demand for a more flexibly skilled workforce.

Specific skills gaps identified in the emerging 
Sector Qualification Strategy (SQS) for 
Travel and Tourism include customer service 
skills, destination geography, knowledge 
of working with children, and business 
skills. The BTEC Level 3 qualifications in 
Travel and Tourism seek to address these 
areas. The course has been structured to 
encourage the acquisition and development 
of these competencies prior to, or while in, 
employment in the travel and tourism sector.

Course Description

Travel and Tourism is available in the Extended 
Certificate and the Diploma. Students gain 
knowledge about products, structures and 
operations within the tourism industry, learning 
about tour operators, airlines, hotels and tourist 
boards. Through a combination of vocational and 
academic study you learn about the relationships 
between consumers and the providers of 
tourism services, and about the issues relating 
to sustainability and social responsibility within 
tourism. You will study a range of topics including:

• Investigating the Travel 
and Tourism Sector

• The Business of Travel and Tourism

• The UK as a Destination

• Customer Service in Travel and Tourism

• Long-haul Destinations

• European Destinations

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.
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A-Level
Qualifications

 WorkSkills

BTEC Workskills offers students the opportunity to work towards a Level 2 in 
Year 12 and a Level 3 in Year 13. The qualification can be tailored to suit the 
needs of the students by working towards an ‘Award’, ‘Certificate’ or ‘Diploma’ 
alongside a work placement two days a week. These courses allow pupils to 
gain practical experience and a valuable insight into the world of work.

“In order to succeed we must first believe that we can.” 
Nikos Kazantzakis

Entry Requirements and Transition

Entry requirements are subject to interview. The Head of WorkSkills builds relationships 
very early on in Year 11 to aid a smooth transition into Year 12. This is done by liaising 
with schools and their SENCos to fully understand the needs of each individual. Students 
will attend our Taster Days and the Induction Day as well as attending the Sixth Form for 
further familiarisation and transition work. The Work Placement Coordinators will discuss 
work place options, organise placements and take students along to their interviews.

There are a range of units that can be studied, 
some examples are: managing your own money, 
searching for a job, applying for a job, interview skills, 
working in a team, planning for work placement 
and career progression. Students can progress from 
Level 2 Award or Certificate in Year 12 onto the 
Extended Certificate or Diploma in Year 13, both of 
which offer a two day placement to increase their 
skills in the workplace. Ultimately, this course can 
allow students to progress onto further vocational 
education, apprenticeships or employment.

Progression

The Head of WorkSkills and our Connexions 
Adviser work closely with individual students 
who are progressing into work, apprenticeships 
or further study to ensure that each student has a 
clear progression route. This is regardless whether 
the students stays with us for one or two years. 
Guided lesson time is set aside to give students 
the opportunity to take a pro-active approach 
in researching their possible future prospects. 
Each student is provided with specific individual 
support to ensure a successful onward transition.
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A-Level
Qualifications
Studying A-Levels opens up the vast opportunity that higher Education has to 
offer. They are the primary qualification that universities look for in successful 
applicants. Of course they are not only beneficial to those seeking Higher 
Education, they are an impressive academic asset to any CV and ensure that 
students are left with a rigorous and highly regarded skill set on their completion.  

A Level courses offered are: 

Art and Design: Fine Art, Art and Design: Textiles, Biology, Chemistry, English Language, 
English Literature, French, Further Maths, Geography, Government and Politics, German, 
History, Maths, Media, Music, Religious Studies, Physics, Psychology, Sociology, Theatre Studies.

A-Level Qualifications

A-Level qualifications are two year 
courses that are externally assessed 
predominantly by public examination.

A Level – Grades A*, A, B, C, D, E or U

The A-Level Reform

From September 2015 there were a number of courses 
that underwent the Department for Education reform. 
The reformed A-Level means students sit external 
examinations at the end of the two-year course. The 
final wave of reforms took place in September 2017.

 Art and Design: Fine Art

“Creativity requires the courage to let go of certainties.”
Erich Fromm

The Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Art and Design is suitable for students who 
wish to move on to study Art and Design in Higher Education, gain future employment
in the creative industries or those who simply wish to study the subject further as 
one of their A level courses. 

Entry Requirements

As well as the general entry requirements for the Sixth Form, we would recommend that students applying 
for this course have a grade 5 or above in GCSE Art and Design or an impressive portfolio. You must be 
willing to work on your own and with others, be self-motivated and able to complete work in your own 
time, showing growing independence in developing creative ideas and organising your own work.

Course Description

The course will follow the Fine Art endorsement 
which consists of two components. Component 
1 includes three elements: supporting studies, 
practical work and a personal study of more 
than 1000 words.

Component 2 includes two elements: preparatory 
studies and the 15 hour period of sustained focus.
During the course you will explore a wide variety 
of materials, processes and techniques, developing 
your knowledge of different artists and designers. 

You will develop your own ideas based on starting 
point themes, developing your outcomes based 
on your individual strengths and interests. 

Most students completing this course with an 
interest in a career in the creative industries 
move onto complete a Foundation Diploma in 
Art and Design and then on to an Art or Design 
related degree course. By the end of the course 
you will have an extensive portfolio which will 
support your application for further study.
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 Art and Design: Textiles

“Every time that I wanted to give up, if I saw an interesting 
textile, print whatever, suddenly I would see a collection.” 
Anna Sui

Course Description 

Students will develop their design and making 
skills through a range of focused practical tasks.  

The course aims to encourage learners to develop: 

• Intellectual, imaginative, creative 
and intuitive capabilities

• Aesthetic understanding and 
critical judgement

• Independence of mind in developing, 
refining and communicating their 
own ideas, their own intentions and 
their own personal outcomes

• An interest in, enthusiasm for, and 
enjoyment of art, craft and design

• The experience of working with 
a broad range of media

• Knowledge and experience of real 
world contexts and, where appropriate, 
links to the creative industries

• Knowledge and understanding of art, craft, 
design and media and technologies in 
contemporary and past societies and cultures

Component 1 – Personal investigation- 
60% of the qualification 

The Personal Investigation consists of two parts:

• An in-depth critical, practical and theoretical 
investigative project/portfolio and 
outcome/s based on themes and subject 
matter that have personal significance;

• An extended written element of 1000 words 
minimum, which may contain images and 
texts and must clearly relate to practical and 
theoretical work using an appropriate working 
vocabulary and specialist terminology.

Component 2 – Externally set assignment 
– 40% of the qualification

The Externally Set Assignment consists of two parts:

• Part 1: Preparatory study period - One of 
the stimuli set by the exam board should be 
selected and used as a starting point from 
which to produce a personal response.

• Part 2: 15 hour period of sustained focus 
work. The final outcome must be completed 
in 15 hours and you must show how your 
planning relates to the outcome/s.

Entry requirements

As well as the general entry requirements for 
the Sixth Form, we would recommend that 
students applying for this course have a grade 
5 or above in GCSE Textiles or an impressive 
portfolio. You must be willing to work on 
your own and with others, be self-motivated 
and able to complete work in your own time, 
showing growing independence in developing 
creative ideas and organising your own work. 

Course Content

• Biological molecules

• Cells

• Organisms exchange substances 
with their environment

• Genetic information, variation and 
relationships between organisms

• Energy transfers in and between organisms

• Organisms respond to changes in their 
internal and external environments

• Genetics, populations, 
evolution and ecosystems

• The control of gene expression

What This Course Leads Onto

Students who take A-level Biology can go on to study 
Veterinary Science, Medicine, Optometry Psychology, 
Nursing, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Sports 
Science, Microbiology, Forensic Science, Biophysics, 
Genetics, Neuroscience, Botany, Zoology, Ecology 
and Environmental Science and of course, Biology.

 Biology

Biology involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics, ranging from 
molecular biology to the study of ecosystems, from microorganisms 
to mammoths. It is the science of life and looks at the ways organisms 
function and interact. Biology is a dynamic area which can touch everyone 
through medical science and scientific developments such as curing genetic 
diseases, developing drugs, fertility treatments and new foods. 

“I’ve always been interested in science - one of my favourite 
books is James Watson’s Molecular biology of the gene.” Bill Gates

Sixth Form general 
entry requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.
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Entry Requirements

Alongside the general entry requirements 
to Sixth Form, students must have a 
grade 7 in all three Triple Sciences or 
7,7 or better in Combined Science, and 
have 5 x GCSE (or equivalent) at 9-4.  We 
recommend you study Maths at A level.

Course Description

The Chemistry course is divided into the 
three traditional disciplines of Organic, 
Inorganic and Physical. Students will study 
the AS material and sit an internal exam in 
Year 12, then go on to A Level in Year 13. 

The course is assessed each term and has a strong 
practical content. A level Chemistry can lead 
to further study of Science at degree level, is a 
requirement for a career in Medicine and is highly 
regarded in many areas such as Engineering, 
Education, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine and Law.

 Chemistry

“Chlorine is a deadly poisonous gas employed on the battlefields of World War 1.  
Sodium is a corrosive metal that burns on contact with water.  Together they make 
a placid and non-poisonous material, table salt.  Why each of these substances has 
the properties it does is a subject called Chemistry.” Carl Sagan

Chemists make lives better. From medicines and drugs, to new materials for new 
technologies, chemists design the substances and work out how to make them. 
Chemists will have a huge contribution to make in answering the big issues over 
the next few decades such as climate change, feeding the world and caring for 
the aging population.

 Drama and Theatre Studies

“All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women 
merely players.” William Shakespeare

How has Theatre adapted throughout the ages? Who has been the greatest 
influence on modern theatre? How can Theatre bring about change? All 
these questions are addressed in the Drama and Theatre Studies A Level. This 
course enables students to broaden their understanding of the theoretical 
side of theatre, whist also honing a full range of performance skills.

Course Description

Students will develop the key skills 
needed for performance:

• Identification with character

• Use of voice, speech and sound

• Movement and gesture- use of body and 
space and physical relationships

• Listening and responding - 
interacting with others

• Power to engage and hold an audience whilst 
showing understanding of practitioners

These skills will be showcased in a devised piece and 
performance from a text based around a key play.

Further to this students, will have the opportunity 
to study texts in relation to the following:

• Interpreting roles on stage

• Discussing atmosphere and staging potential

• Reflecting on the way the play 
was originally performed

Students who study Drama typically 
can go onto the following:

• University: Many Drama and Theatre Studies 
students gain places at prestigious universities 
to study both practical and theoretical subjects.

• Industry: Students have gone on to work for a 
range of leading industries in theatre, film and 
TV. Further Careers in Drama and Theatre Studies 
can include: journalism, marketing and law.

Entry Requirements

As well as the general entry requirements for the Sixth Form, we would recommend that students 
applying for this course have a grade 4 or above in GCSE Drama, but it is not essential. You must be 
willing to work on your own and with others, be self-motivated and able to complete work in your own 
time, showing growing independence in developing creative ideas and organising your own work.
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Entry Requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent at GCSE 
alongside a Grade 4 or above in English and/or Mathematics. Students with either English and/or Mathematics 
at Grade 3 or below will have individual meetings to determine the most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

Are you interested in why certain people speak 
like they do? Have you ever noticed how men 
and women speak differently? Do you know 
what makes a good communicator? Are you sure 
you know your nouns from your verbs? English 
Language is interesting, stimulating and allows 
you a chance to actively engage with everyday 
language and understand how it works.

Course Description

English Language offers opportunities for students 
to develop their subject expertise by exploring key 
language concepts and engaging with a range of 
texts and discourses.

Throughout the course, students will explore the study of 
English Language both as a medium of communication 
and as a topic in its own right, with an emphasis on the 
ability of students to pursue lines of enquiry, analyse 
texts produced by others and debate different views.

This course involves the study of the different 
ways people use language, how society views its 
use, how language has changed and developed 
over time, and children’s language development.  
Students will explore ideas surrounding ‘Language 
and the Individual’ and ‘Language Varieties’. 

Students will also have the opportunity 
to complete an independent language 
investigation and piece of extended writing.

You will develop a wide variety of skills that are 
highly regarded both by employers and universities. 
English Language prepares you for careers which 
require good communication skills such as publishing, 
public relations, marketing, journalism, management, 
the legal profession, teaching and many others.

Assessments

Exam board - AQA 
Students will sit two exams at the end of year 
13, each one is worth 40% of the final grade. 
Students also complete an independent language 
investigation that is 20% of the final grade. 

 English Language  English Literature

The study of English Literature requires an open mind, an aptitude for debate 
and discussion and above all, a passion for reading. Literature opens doors 
into the imagination. It allows us to explore the world through the eyes of 
another and enables us to develop our own opinions and ideas. The enjoyment 
of literature lies in the emotions it conjures and the discussion it sparks.

An A Level in English Language gives you the opportunity to explore the world 
around you: why do men and women use language differently?  Why don’t you 
use the same language when speaking to your teacher as you do when speaking to 
friends?  How do children learn to speak?  The subject is fascinating in its own right, 
and also works as a perfect complement to many of the courses at Sixth Form.

“Literature is where I go to explore the highest and 
lowest places in human society and in the human spirit, 
where I hope to find not absolute truth but the truth of 
the tale, of the imagination and of the heart.” Salman Rushdie

“Language has no independent existence apart from the 
people who use it. It is not an end in itself; it is a means 
to an end of understanding who you are and what 
society is like.” David Crystal

Course Description

English Literature encourages students to understand 
how narrative works, to look at genre and to learn 
about critical approaches to texts. Students discover 
how central narrative is to the way literary texts work 
and they are introduced to the different aspects of 
genre. Encouraging wide and independent reading, 
the course also considers different types of critical 
approach and how texts can reflect cultural meanings.

In addition to learning more about literature, you 
will develop a wide variety of skills that are highly 
regarded both by employers and universities. English 
Literature prepares you for careers which require 
good communication skills such as publishing, public 
relations, marketing, journalism, management, the 
legal profession, teaching and many others. It is the 
course you should take if you want to study English at 
university or teach English in a high school or college.

Students will explore aspects of tragedy, including 
the study of Othello, Death of a Salesman, the poetry 
of Thomas Hardy and Tess of the D’Urbervilles. 
Students will also consider elements of political and 
social protest writing, including The Handmaid’s Tale, 
The Kite Runner and the poetry of William Blake.

Assessments

Exam board - AQA 
Students will sit two exams at the end of year 13, 
each exam is worth 40% of the final grade. Students 
also complete two coursework essays of 1250 – 1500 
words that is 20% of the total grade.

Entry Requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.
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 French

“Votre source de motivation est l’ingrédient 
qui peut faire toute la différence.”
Your source of motivation is an ingredient which can make all the difference.

Course Description

The new Further Maths A Level consists of four 
modules, two compulsory and two optional. The 
compulsory units are called Core Pure 1 and 2, and 
cover extensions of previous ideas such as matrices 
and mathematical proof, as well as introduced entirely 
new concepts such as Hyperbolic Functions and 
Differential Equations. The optional units taught at 
AHS are Further Statistics 1 and Further Mechanics 
1, although this could be changed subject to a class 
agreeing on a preferred combination (for instance, if all 
the students were considering a Physics degree, Further 
Mechanics 1 and 2 may be a more suitable choice).

All these units delve deeply into the mathematical 
world and teach the students a range of powerful 
and elegant techniques for analysing new scenarios. 
While undoubtedly a challenging course, there are 
few that will give as much satisfaction or stretch 
students as far as the Further Maths A Level.

Assessments

Exam board - Edexcel 
Students will sit four exam papers, one per module 
(Core Pure 1 and 2, Further Statistics 1, and Further 
Mechanics 1). Each of these covers 75 marks over a 
1.5 hour exam and comprises 25% of the final mark. 
These will be taken at the end of Year 13.

Entry Requirements

As well as the general entry requirements to 
Sixth Form, students will need at least a Grade 
8 in their Mathematics GCSE, and preferably to 
have studied Further Maths at GCSE. Students 
are also expected to study Mathematics 
A Level alongside this qualification.

We have worked to design stimulating content to enable you to develop your linguistic 
skills alongside your understanding of the culture and society of the countries where 
French is spoken. It includes a broad area of study around technological and social 
change, the multicultural nature of French-speaking society, French-speaking artistic 
culture, including art and architecture, and France’s political landscape. You will 
explore the influence of the past on present-day French-speaking communities.

 Further Maths

“Let us grant that the pursuit of mathematics is a divine 
madness of the human spirit, a refuge from the goading 
urgency of contingent happenings. Alfred North Whitehead

The Further Mathematics A Level offers students an opportunity to explore 
complex and subtle concepts that reveal the beauty at the heart of the 
mathematical universe.  You will learn how to use powerful techniques 
that are not only crucial to other subjects – such as Physics, Engineering or 
Computer Science – but are fascinating and remarkable in their own right.

Course Description

Throughout your studies, you will learn the language 
in the context of French-speaking countries and the 
issues and influences which have shaped them. You 
will study texts and film and will have the opportunity 
to carry out independent research on an area of 
your choice. Assessment tasks will be varied and 
cover listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.

How is it assessed?
Paper 1 - Listening, Reading and Translation

• Aspects of French-speaking society
• Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
• Multiculturalism in French-speaking society
• Aspects of political life in French-speaking society

How it’s assessed - Written exam: 2 hours 
30 minutes, 100 marks, 50 % of A-level

Questions
• Listening and responding to 

spoken passages  (30 marks)
• Reading and responding to a variety of texts 

written for different purposes (50 marks)
• Translation into English; a passage of 

minimum 100 words (10 marks)
• Translation into French; a passage of 

minimum 100 words (10 marks)

Paper 2 - Writing

• One text and one film or two texts

How it’s assessed - Written exam: 2 hours, 
80 marks in total, 20 % of A-level

Questions
• One question in French on a set text from a choice 

of two questions and one question in French 
on a set film from a choice of two questions

• All questions will require a critical appreciation 
of the concepts and issues covered in the work

Paper 3 - Speaking

• Individual research project

How it’s assessed - Oral exam:  21 – 23 
minutes (including 5 minutes preparation 
time), 60 marks in total, 30 % of A-level

Questions
• Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion 

based on a stimulus card (5 – 6 minutes). 
The student studies the card for 5 minutes 
at the start of the test (25 marks)

• Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion 
(9 – 10 minutes) of individual 
research project (35 marks)

Entry Requirements

As well as the general entry requirements to Sixth Form, students will need at least a Grade 6 in their French GCSE.
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 Geography

“It’s not just climate change; it’s sheer space, places to grow 
food for this enormous horde. Either we limit our population 
growth or the natural world will do it for us, and the natural 
world is doing it for us right now.” David Attenborough

 German

“Anfangen ist leicht, Beharren eine Kunst.” Literal translation: “Starting is 
easy, persistence is an art.” Starting something is much easier than seeing it through to the end. Haven’t we all 
had the experience to be full of enthusiasm at the beginning of a new venture or undertaking only to have it fizzle 
out as time progressed? Keeping up your motivation is an art form in itself, one that needs to be cultivated.

Geography at A Level is all about the ability to be synoptic and make links 
between the natural landscape and the impacts that us humans have on it. 
The A level specification offers a revitalised perspective on geography, with 
the programme of study looking at contemporary and real-life issues in world.

Course Description

At A level we follow the AQA specification and 
geography is delivered through three different 
elements; physical geography, human geography 
and an independent fieldwork investigation. Through 
physical geography we cover topics on natural 
hazards, water and carbon cycles (often considered 
to be the building blocks for life on earth) and 
coastal landscapes. This is examined at the end 
of the two years course and contributes 40% of 
the total A level marks.  A second element making 
up 40% of the A level is the human paper, where 
students study the rapidly changing processes 
that govern and shape the places that we live in. 
The human topics we study cover changing places, 
contemporary urban environments and global 
governance. The independent fieldwork investigation 
is completed in Year 12 and requires the students 
to be taken on two fieldtrips. The first trip helps to 
equip and prepare the students with the knowledge 
and skills that will be needed for their individual 
investigation and the second trip allows students 

to collect the data needed for their individual 
study. The final fieldwork project of 3000-4000 
words makes up 20% of the final A level mark.

Throughout the geography A level course, you’ll 
learn about the issues you see on the news every 
day and there is a strong emphasis on fieldwork and 
the development of analytical skills. Throughout 
the course you will be able to practise a wide 
range of transferable skills, essential not only 
for A-levels but that are also highly regarded by 
employers and university admission tutors alike.

Entry Requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

We have worked to design stimulating content to enable you to develop your linguistic 
skills alongside your understanding of the culture and society of the countries where 
German is spoken. It includes a broad area of study around technological and social 
change, the multicultural nature of German-speaking society, German-speaking artistic 
culture, including art and architecture, and Germany’s political landscape. You will 
explore the influence of the past on present-day German-speaking communities.

Course Description

Throughout your studies, you will learn the language 
in the context of German-speaking countries and the 
issues and influences which have shaped them. You 
will study texts and film and will have the opportunity 
to carry out independent research on an area of your 
choice. Assessment tasks will be varied and cover 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.

How is it assessed?

Paper 1 - Listening, Reading and Translation

• Aspects of German-speaking society
• Artistic culture in the German-speaking world
• Multiculturalism in German-speaking society
• Aspects of political life in German-speaking 

society

How it’s assessed - Written exam: 2 hours 
30 minutes, 100 marks, 50 % of A-level

Questions

• Listening and responding to 
spoken passages  (30 marks)

• Reading and responding to a variety of texts 
written for different purposes (50 marks)

• Translation into English; a passage of 
minimum 100 words (10 marks)

• Translation into German; a passage of 
minimum 100 words (10 marks)

Paper 2 - Writing

• One text and one film or two texts

How it’s assessed - Written exam: 2 hours, 
80 marks in total, 20 % of A-level

Questions

• One question in German on a set text from 
a choice of two questions and one question 
in German on a set film from a choice of                     
two questions

• All questions will require a critical appreciation 
of the concepts and issues covered in the work

Paper 3 - Speaking

• Individual research project

How it’s assessed - Oral exam: 21 – 23 minutes
(including 5 minutes preparation time), 60 marks
in total, 30 % of A-level 

Questions
• Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion 

based on a stimulus card (5 – 6 minutes). The 
student studies the card for 5 minutes at the 
start of the test (25 marks)

• Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion            
(9 – 10 minutes) of individual research           
project (35 marks)

Entry Requirements

As well as the general entry requirements to Sixth Form, students will need at least a Grade 6 in their German GCSE.
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 Government and Politics

This is a fascinating and constantly 
developing subject that challenges 
students’ ideas about how democracy 
works. This course allows you to study 
contemporary politics and the mechanics 
of government, developing a deep 
understanding of the factors shaping 
both the British and American systems, 
as well as assessing the evolution of 
key political ideologies over time. 

Course Description

During the study of Politics students will cover 
material on both the US and UK political systems, 
entailing units on: constitution, legislature, executive 
and judiciary, as well as the role and importance 
of political parties, elections and referendums and 
the role of pressure groups. Students will engage 
with the big political questions facing the UK and 
the US, such as; ’Do our members of parliament 
really represent us?’ and ‘Is the US electoral system 
in need of reform?’ and will compare the relative 
strengths and weaknesses within each system.

A study of four political ideas will also be undertaken; 
Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism, and Feminism; 
analysing the differences between key thinkers and 
assessing how the ideologies have developed over 
time. Students will touch on related disciplines such 
as economics, history and law. Further, students of 

Politics gain a number of transferable skills, including 
being able to debate and examine issues from 
all standpoints, an ability to identify, analyse and 
find solutions to problems and to make reasoned 
arguments as well as excellent communication skills.

Students should also acquire good research, 
teamwork and writing skills that will prove a 
bonus in a wide variety of professions and further 
education settings. Those who study Politics may 
go on to a wide and varying career path, including: 

• The civil service fast track 
• A career in law 
• Journalism 

Entry Requirements
Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses 
includes students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 
or equivalent at GCSE alongside a Grade 
4 or above in English and/or Mathematics. 
Students with either English and/or 
Mathematics at Grade 3 or below will have 
individual meetings to determine the most 
suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

“Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their 
choice are prepared to choose wisely. The real safeguard 
of democracy, therefore, is education.” Franklin D. Roosevelt

Assessments

Exam board - AQA 
AQA Politics A Level is a two year linear course assessed 
with three formal examinations in the summer of Year 13. 
Each of these papers is worth 77 marks and 33.3% of 
the total A Level. All are two hours long:

Paper 1 – Government and Politics of the UK
Paper 2 – Government and Politics of 
the USA and Comparative Politics
Paper 3 – Political Ideas

 History

“I believe this government cannot endure 
permanently half slave and half free.” Abraham Lincoln, 1858

History is regarded by employers as an excellent subject for developing analytical 
ability and the capacity for debate. The subject is highly regarded by admissions 
tutors for universities, as it equips you with so many transferable skills.

Course Description

The study of the Tudors covers the consolidation 
of Tudor power under Henry VII following his 
victory in the War of the Roses, the Reformation 
in Britain under Henry VIII and the consolidation 
of Tudor power, the mid-Tudor crisis and 
the ‘Golden Age’ of Elizabeth as Queen.

Through studying American history, students will 
learn about the causes of tension between the 
North and South, and the long road toward the 
Confederacy breaking away from the Union in 1861.

Students will also analyse the great battles of 
the war and evaluate the causes of Northern 
victory in 1865. Alongside this, students will 
also study Civil rights in the USA 1860- 1992.

Entry Requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.
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 Mathematics

Mathematics at A Level is one of the most rewarding, satisfying and respected subjects 
available to a student. Extending ideas introduced at GCSE and also introducing 
totally new concepts, such as calculus and mechanics, it gives a deep understanding 
of how maths works and gives students the skills to apply maths in a range of different 
situations.  Hard work and practice matter more than natural ability so any student 
willing to put the effort in can be confident of success on the Mathematics A Level.

Course Description

The A Level Mathematics course is divided into Pure 
and Applied modules. Pure 1 and 2 will give students 
a toolkit of mathematical skills and knowledge that 
will reveal the intricate links between the different 
areas of mathematics. Previously learned concepts 
will be expanded and deepened, such as series, 
proofs and vectors, but also entirely new ideas are 
introduced and explored, for instance parametric 
equations and logarithms and exponentials.

The applied modules cover Statistics and Mechanics. 
The skills developed in Core 1 and 2 will be used 
to analyse complex real-world scenarios involving 
probability distributions and hypothesis testing in 
Statistics, or resolving forces and moments in Mechanics.

As a ‘facilitating subject’ a Mathematics A Level gives 
students the widest possible range of options in higher 
education or industry. Strong mathematical skills are 
essential in a host of careers and an A Level qualification 
would give a significant advantage to a student. 

We have had several students go on to study 
Mathematics Degrees each year, often at the 
top universities. Other options are degrees 
in engineering, the sciences, humanities, 
finance, business and accountancy.

Assessments

Exam board - Edexcel 
Students will sit three exam papers: Pure 1 and 2, covering 
all the content in in these modules; and Statistics and 
Mechanics, which will cover all the applied material in a 
single exam.  Each exam is 2 hours long, worth 100 marks, 
and represents a third of the total marks.

Entry Requirements

Alongside the general entry requirements 
to Sixth Form, students must achieve 
at least a Grade 7 in GCSE Maths.

“Mathematics is the most beautiful and most 
powerful creation of the human spirit.” Stefan Banach

 Media Studies

“If your aim is to change the world, journalism is 
a more immediate short-term weapon.” Tom Stoppard

Media Studies is a vibrant subject which has a real relevance to the world 
we live in. Media Studies explores contemporary media issues in both a 
theoretical and practical context. Students will extend their practical skills, 
build their capacity for independent research, and gain a deeper appreciation 
and understanding of the role media plays in day-to-day life.

Course Description

A-level Media Studies engages students in the 
in depth study of media products in relation 
to the four areas of the theoretical framework: 
media language; media representation; 
media industries; and media audiences.
Students are required to study media products 
from all of the media forms, including 
print media, broadcast and e-media.

In addition to the broad coverage of media 
platforms, students will engage in the in depth 
study of different types of media products. Each in 
depth study will link the specified media form to 
all four areas of the theoretical framework. Close 
Study Products will provide examples for the three 
media forms for which in depth study is required. 

For the coursework, student will create a media 
product in response to a brief set by the exam 
board. This brief will be released in the year 
preceding the exam. Students can respond to 
the brief using any one of the media forms 
detailed in tables released by the exam board.

Entry Requirements
Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

Students who study Media typically can go onto 
the following:

• University: Many Media Studies students 
gain places at prestigious universities to 
study both practical and theoretical media.

• Industry: Students have gone on to work 
for a range of leading media industries 
in film, TV and social media. Further 
Careers in Media Studies can include: 
journalism, production, graphic design, 
web design, media and copyright law, 
editor, broadcaster, film technician.

• Freelance User Generated Content: 
Many students are inspired to continue 
creating their own media production after 
the course and have contributed a range 
of media products to online institutions.

Assessments

Exam board - AQA 
70% of the course is assessed through external 
examinations. There are 2 2-hour written exams, 
worth 35% each. 30% of the course is assessed 
internally through coursework. This will be based 
on practical work, focusing on a choice of topics 
related to the over-arching (annually changing) 
theme. All summative assessments take place at 
the end of the 2-year study.



Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form Prospectus 2018/19 51www.archbishopholgates.org50

Entry Requirements

As well as the general entry requirements 
for the Sixth Form, we would recommend 
that students applying for this course have 
a grade 5 or above in GCSE Music or play an 
instrument and read music competently.

During composition, harmony, listening and analysis
sessions, students develop aural perception and
stylistic awareness skills, as well as an understanding
of the different elements of music e.g. structure,
instrumentation, harmony, rhythm and melody.

Performance Opportunities 

In addition to practical work in class and
the extra-curricular programme, you will
have many opportunities to perform in:

• Concerts throughout the year in School and 
in external venues such as York Minster 

• School Shows 
• Visits to festivals, competitions, 

and playing in the community 
• Masterclasses with visiting 

professional musicians 

What This Course Leads Onto

An A Level in Music gives you a strong foundation
for higher education in the subject and a career
composing or performing music. Some students
go on to work in the music industry for TV, radio or
film companies, others go on to be music teachers
or instrumental/vocal teachers or use their musical
skills and knowledge in other careers, such as
event management or leisure and tourism. This 
is both an academic and practical subject that 
will develop transferable analysis and essay 
writing skills and it’s relevance is not just limited 
to a musical degree or a career in Music.

Course Description

This new A Level course will allow students to develop 
knowledge and understanding of many different styles 
of music, through in-depth study and analysis. It brings 
listening, performance and composition to life in new 
and engaging ways, and links to the world around us.

Every student has different learning styles and
musical tastes, which is why our A Level course
values all music styles, skills and instruments. This
course will broaden students’ minds and foster a
love of all music with a qualification that students of
all abilities and backgrounds will enjoy. This course
allows students to develop particular strengths and
interests and encourages lifelong musical learning.

The Subject content is divided into three components: 

• Component 1: Appraising Music (which 
involves listening, analysis and an essay 
question based on a wide variety of 
musical styles and is 40% of the A Level)

• Component 2: Performance (recorded during 
the course and is 35% of the A Level)

• Component 3: Composition (which 
involves harmony and composition 
and is 25% of the A Level)

Within the performance module students will develop 
instrumental technique and the ability to interpret the 
performance details of their chosen pieces.

“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, 
flight to the imagination and life to everything.” Plato

 Music

Course Description

There are three components to the A Level 
Religious Studies course, allowing you to study 
religion from three different academic perspectives.

• Component 1: A Study of Christianity, 
including the birth and resurrection of 
Jesus (consistency and credibility), the 
Bible as a source of wisdom and authority, 
the concepts of the Trinity and Atonement, 
challenges to Christianity from secularisation 
and science, Christian practices and 
festivals, and Liberation Theology.

• Component 2: Philosophy of Religion, 
including the cosmological, teleological and 
ontological arguments for the existence 
of God, the problem of evil and suffering, 
psychological challenges to religion, religious 
experience and religious language.

Entry Requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

Religious Studies at A Level is an exciting, enriching and academically rigorous 
course, which inspires students to pursue a wide range of courses at degree 
level, including Theology, Philosophy and the Social Sciences. The course will 
allow you to develop your understanding of the origins of religious thought, as 
well as to consider the challenges faced by religion in an increasingly secular 
society. You will perfect your skills of analysis, evaluation and argument, and 
will arrive at your own conclusions on a variety of religious and ethical issues.  

“A religion that takes no account of practical affairs 
and does not help to solve them is no religion.” Mahatma Gandhi

• Component 3: Religion and Ethics, including 
Virtue Theory, Natural Law, Situation 
Ethics and Utilitarianism, as well as the 
application of these ethical theories to 
issues such as animal experimentation, the 
use of nuclear weapons, homosexual and 
polyamorous relationships, immigration, 
capital punishment, abortion and euthanasia.

 Religious Studies
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 Psychology

Course Description

The topics students will study include: mechanics, 
electricity, waves, particle physics, nuclear structure 
and radioactivity plus many others. During the 
course students will study pivotal concepts and 
ideas that have changed the course of human 
development with the Turning Points option topic.

Studying physics will give students the 
opportunity to develop logical problem 
solving skills, carry out practical work, and 
apply your knowledge to the real world. 

Physics students are prized by industry and 
universities for the varied skills they have acquired. 
Most of our students progress to university, taking 
degrees in scientific subjects or engineering. 
Many study in areas of finance, business and IT.

Entry Requirements

Alongside the general entry requirements to 
Sixth Form, students must have a grade 7 in 
triple Science or core and additional, and 
have 5 x GCSE (or equivalent) at 9-4.

If you enjoy a challenge you will enjoy Physics. It gives you the opportunity 
to develop logical problem solving skills, carry out practical work, and apply 
your knowledge to the real world. Take up the challenge to discover the 
Universe around you!

“If we want to give children a gift, the best thing we can do is to teach our 
children to love challenges, be intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort, and keep on 
learning. That way, our children don’t have to be slaves of praise. They will have 
a lifelong way to build and repair their own confidence.” Professor Carol S. Dweck

 Physics

Course Description

Students will study Social Influence, Memory, 
Attachment, followed by Approaches in Psychology, 
Psychopathology and Research Methods. 
Students will also get involved with practical 
work using a variety of research methods.

Students will also learn about approaches and 
perspectives, such as behaviourism and you 
will become familiar with debates like ‘nature 
verses nurture’ and ‘freewill verses determinism’ 
and examine a range of topics covering both 
typical and atypical development and anti-social 
behaviour.  During the second year students 
will also learn more about how research is 
conducted, including how data is analysed using 
statistical formulae to assess probability levels.

The majority of Psychology students will go 
onto obtain employment in areas ranging from 
health and social welfare occupations, such as 
Care Assistants and Clinical Psychologists, to 
commercial, professional and managerial jobs, such 
as Chartered Accountant and Marketing Manager. 
Graduates have also entered administration, 
information work, sales, teaching and the media.

Entry Requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

Psychology is the science of mind and behaviour. 
Essentially, Psychology is all about people.

We are all amateur psychologists, every time we try and work out why someone acted 
the way they did or try to predict how someone might behave or react. Psychology tries 
to answer these questions by investigating them in a more scientific manner.

“Until you make the unconscious, conscious it will 
direct your life, and you will call it fate.” Carl Jung
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 Sociology

The word ‘Sociology’ is derived from the Greek ‘Ology’ meaning ‘the study of/ 
science of’ and the Latin ‘Socius’ meaning ‘Society’. A combination of the two, 
therefore, describes the basis of what Sociology is; the study of Society.

From this original view as a scientific study of society, Sociology has developed into 
a more complex understanding of how society works. Sociologists aim to investigate 
and interpret the relationships that individuals form with one another, as well as the 
contributions of social issues such as class, gender and ethnicity in everyday life.

Entry Requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes 
students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent 
at GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English 
and/or Mathematics. Students with either 
English and/or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below 
will have individual meetings to determine the 
most suitable pathway within the Sixth Form.

Students will study modules in - Education 
with Methods in Context and Families and 
Households with Research Methods. Each topic 
is underpinned with sociological perspectives 
based on the work of key theorists.

Within the family module, students will study 
issues like demographic trends, family diversity, 
and the balance of power in families. With regard 
to education, students will cover issues such as 
differential educational achievement of social 
groups by social class, gender and ethnicity. This 
module incorporates sociological methods so 
students will identify strengths, weaknesses and 
when it is appropriate to use certain methods to 
research issues which may arise within education.

Further to this, students have the opportunity 
to study Crime & Deviance with Theory 
and Methods and Beliefs in Society.

Many of our Sociology students gain places 
at prestigious universities. Due to the breadth 
of the sociology discipline, the careers are 
incredibly diverse and depend largely on 
individual student interests. Although teaching 
and research are the largest areas of employment 
for sociologists, students may find careers 
in applied or clinical sociology including 
government administration, social services, 
non-profit organizations, private business, 
education, health care and the prison service.

“The deviant and the conformist … are creatures of
the same culture inventions of the same imagination.” 
Kai Theodor Erikson

Deciding on where to study can be a really difficult decision. It is important 
to visit the Post-16 providers that you are seriously considering to get a 
‘feel’ for your potential new environment. In order to find out where you are 
interested in studying make the most of the following opportunities:

Sixth Form Open Evenings

Visit the Sixth Form Open Evenings in November. 
Here you will know if you can see yourself 
being happy and cared for in your potential new 
Sixth Form community. Our Sixth Form Open 
Evening date is Tuesday 13th November 2018.
During this evening you can meet all of the 
members of the Sixth Form Team, subject staff, 
Form Tutors and current students as well as hearing 
key information. There will be opportunity to have 
an informal conversation about possible subject 
combinations and any other questions answered.

Taster Days

Visit the Post-16 providers and try out the subject 
lessons that you are interested in studying. There 
are two days in January 2019 when you can 
come to visit us, either on Tuesday the 15th or 
Thursday the 17th. During the day you will engage 
in actual sixth form lessons, take part in our sixth 
form tutor programme, meet subject staff and 
the Sixth Form Team. Make sure you book your 
place on the days in advance by downloading 
the ‘taster day application’ and sending it into 
us ASAP. Once we have received your application 
we will get in touch to confirm your place.

School Visit

If you are unable to attend our Open Evening 
or either of our Taster Days then please do not 
hesitate to contact us and arrange a visit. We 
understand that deciding on a Sixth Form is a big 
decision and one that should be informed. We 
would be happy to give you a tour of the school, 
provide you with subject specific information, 
and answers to any questions you may have. 

How to Apply

Entry Requirements

Automatic entry onto Level 3 courses includes students achieving 5 x Grade 9-4 or equivalent at 
GCSE alongside a Grade 4 or above in English and/or Mathematics. Students with either English and/
or Mathematics at Grade 3 or below will have individual meetings to determine the most suitable 
pathway within the Sixth Form.

Although we always welcome visitors, it is 
recommended that you attend the Open Evening 
and Taster Days if you are able as these allow you to 
meet and speak with our subject staff and students.  

Time to Apply

When you have made the decision to join us and 
you are happy with your subject combination 
then fill in your copy of the Sixth Form application 
or download a copy and post it to us. Once we 
have received your application we will write to 
you to confirm your course choices and make 
a conditional offer subject to you meeting our 
entry requirements. If you have any questions 
regarding the process or wish for us to send 
you a copy of the application form then email 
us at reception@archbishopholgates.org.

Receiving Your Offer

Once you have received your conditional offer, 
it’s time to focus on doing your best in your GCSE 
exams. If you decide to change your mind about 
your course combinations, just get in touch and 
we will be able to get this resolved for you.

Results Day

Enjoy your long summer holiday before picking 
up your results from your school in August. After 
collecting your results please come straight to 
see us so that we can welcome you into our Sixth 
Form community and give you an induction pack.

Welcome to Sixth Form

Arrive on your first day in Sixth Form, which we hope 
will be the start of a fantastic two years with us!
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We are incredibly proud of our Sixth Form and what our students and 
staff achieve each day. As such ensuring that this is communicated 
effectively to parents is an absolute priority. Some of the ways 
that you can stay in touch with life at Archbishop Holgate’s are:

  Address
Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form, Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA

Keeping in touch with life
at Archbishop Holgate’s

Website:  www.archbishopholgates.org

Our website is designed to present all the information 
you might need in as user friendly format as possible. 
It is updated each week with key news stories.

Some of the ways that you can stay in touch with life at Archbishop Holgate’s are:

Weekly Newsletter

Written by the Headteacher with contributions 
from all staff. This is emailed or posted each week.
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Twitter  @AHSSixth_Form

Follow the whole school Twitter feed @AHSSixth_
Form for updates each and every day about life at 
sixth form. Each department also has its own feed.

Facebook

School APP

You can download our new school app from 
your phone’s store and see specific information 
on your child e.g. attendance and reports, 
plus have easy links to Wisepay, the school’s 
calendar, the daily notices and lots more…

Ofsted Parent View

We have more than 1300 responses to the twelve 
key questions. The final questions concludes:

“97% of parents would recommend 
the school to another parent.” 

Keeping in touch with life
at Archbishop Holgate’s
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Our Values

Justice means giving everyone
what is right and fair. We act out of
concern for each other in our school
community and the world in
which we live. Working for
justice encourages all
of us to have hope
for the future.      

Justice

Following Jesus’ example, forgiveness
is at the centre of all we do. Showing
forgiveness requires us to have
courage and strength, bringing us
freedom from anger and a sense of
peace. Forgiveness means we take
responsibility for what we have done
wrong and we desire not to do again.       

Forgiveness 

As a school community we strive to
show compassion in all we do, by being

sensitive to the needs of others in our
school community and beyond. We want

to share with others the compassion
that we, ourselves, receive.     

Compassion

Trust is at the heart of all we do and
all the relationships that underpin

our school community, helping us to
live and learn together in harmony.

Trust allows us to work together
to enrich every member of our

community and make the most of
our individual gifts and talents.       

Trust

Inspired by the example of Jesus’ life,
these are the values we seek to nurture as a school

community and live out day by day.
© Archbishop Holgate’s School, York 2018

“Teachers are very caring. You feel that they 
know your child really well, and that their 

welfare and learning are a priority.” 
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