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Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 12 July 2018

Head’s Introduction

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or

Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to thank all those families who 

gave up their time to attend the Year 10 

Introduction to Sixth Form Evening on 

Tuesday and the Year 7 Parents’ Evening on 

Wednesday.  Despite the small issue of a World 

Cup Semi Final, attendance was still excellent.  

As ever, we appreciate all the feedback that 

was offered on the evening.

A reminder about the two Uniform Evenings next week, where 

families can purchase the new Key Stage 3 uniform for Year 7 and 

the new Key Stage 4 uniform for Years 9 and 10.  We would be 

grateful for any red or blue sweatshirts that could be given to Year 

8 or 11, who will continue to wear the existing uniform for another 

year  Please hand in any items at main school Reception.  Thank 

you.

Food for Thought
This week is Values Week on the theme of Valuing Ourselves.  
During Collective Worship, form groups have been thinking 
about what it is that makes us who we are and going beyond 
superficial appearance.  Our daily quotes have been about being 
special and unique:

“The more you like yourself, the less you 
are like anyone else, which makes you 
unique.”  Walt Disney, entrepreneur and 
film-maker

To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic device sign up to @
AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Fri 13 Jul

Mon 16 Jul

Mon 16 Jul

& Tue 17 Jul

Fri 20 Jul

Thu 16 Aug

Thu 23 Aug

September

Mon 3 Sept

Tue 4 Sept

Non Uniform Day, Flamingoland Trip

Y6 PP Transition Evening

Keal Teamwear, 4.00-6.30pm, Main Hall

Keal Teamwear, 4.00-6.30pm, Main Hall

School finishes at 2.10pm

KS5 Results Day

KS4 Results Day

New school uniform for Y7, 9 & 10

Training Day (school closed to students)

First day of term

Upcoming Events

Flamingo Land and Sunny Days
On these sunny school days and especially during 

the  Flamingo Land trip, we ask that students use a 

high factor (50) sun cream and need to wear a hat for 

protection.

Pupil Premium Afternoon Tea
As part of the Year 6 Transition programme, we 
look forward to meeting invited parents to our 
Pupil Premium event on Monday 16 July, 5.00-
6.00pm.  It will be an opportunity to speak with 
Mrs Edmondson (Head of Year 7), Mrs Stead or 
a member of SLT, and for your child to receive a free stationery pack to 
support their studies in September, as well as collect uniform vouchers 
for those eligible.

Year 9 York Mosque Trip
222 Year 9 students visited York Mosque to learn about key Muslim 
beliefs and practices to support their GCSE studies and also have the 
opportunity to ask the local Imam about his experience of being a 
Muslim in our local community.  Finley Ensor wrote the following 
article about his experience:

The whole of Year 9 went on a trip to the local Mosque over two days.  We 
were spoken to by the local Imam, a very nice man, who told us all about 
Islam and some key facts about the Mosque itself.  My personal favourite 
part was when we went into the Wudu area, which is where Muslims 
wash before prayer, a practice designed to clean both physically and 
spiritually as they reflect on their life.  Other students enjoyed comparing 
the old Mosque to the new one which is 
much larger and doesn’t need to have 
cages over the windows as the attitude 
towards Muslims has changed in our local 
community.  However, many students 
enjoyed learning that all satellite dishes in 
the UK point towards Mecca.  Which could 
help a Muslim who wanted to pray on a 
cloudy day, without a phone or compass!
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This Week’s 
Main School News

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort merit, 
a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for all their hard work 

during assessments:
  KS3 French - Aimee Lansbury, 7Bm   KS3 German - Katie Richardson, 8ALa
  KS4 French - Olivia Teasdale, 10MHo         KS4 German - Edith Pearse, 10Ha

  KS4 Spanish - Amy Bell, 10Dd

AHS English Writing Blog
- Winners Announced! 

The AHS Writing Blog is a website, especially 
developed for the students of AHS to contribute 
examples of their writing.  Writing can be 
submitted under three genres: opinion, narrative 
and descriptive.  Over the past term, students have 
been submitting both work done in class with their 

teacher, and examples of their own personal writing.  Each week, the 
English department has selected a ‘blog post of the week’ to submit 
in the school Newsletter (www.ahswriting.wordpress.com).

Alongside the overall winner, we have also selected 
winners from the three blog areas: descriptive, 
narrative and opinion writing.  These winners will 
each receive a £10 book voucher for their efforts.  
This week we share the work from the Narrative 
Writing winner: Arthur Sharpe, 8Dn

Chapter one
† A dragon is more commonly referred to by humans as a dragonfly, 
and damselflies are referred to as damsels.  Now, for some reason, you 
are wondering what an actual damsel is in the English-resembling pixie 
language, K’hagial.  Well, it is one of the stranger ones, with damsels 
being referred to as yhuns (you-n-ss).  Along with that, some other 
strange K’hagial words are crisps (or chips in ‘merica) being called sfyillg 
(ss-fee-ll-k) and potatoes being called shiiuji(sh-ee-oo-hi).
†† A tree commonly found in the Amazon rainforest.
Some people live life like it is a puzzle waiting to be solved.  Too 
complicated.  Some live their life without thinking.  Irrational.  Some 
people shorten their life to 5 words.  Run, catch, eat, sleep repeat.  Too 
long.  I live my life by one word.  Survive.

Crunch.  I bite down on one of the thousand ants I seized from my trap.  
Honestly.  Easy food.  Put a guiding trap on the entrance of their nest, 
set up a temporary shelter, and bam, you’ve got food for a week.  After 
a week they realise and move on, founding another nest.  This results in 
the ants unintentionally supplying a nearly endless amount of almost 
trouble-free food.  I mainly eat ants.  They’re small and don’t fight much, 
even the queens, and they are extremely liable to traps.  Unfortunately, 
they’re hard to find and you have to pick your moments to lay your trap.  
One ant: easy pickings.  5 ants: slightly tougher, maybe more defensive 
in fighting style.  Ambushed by a swarm of bullet ants inside their own 
nest: bad, now you’re  in a giant mess. 

Extraordinarily, I’ve only been in that situation once and was saved by 
a bird that I could not identify.  It swooped down as if it would swallow 
the black specks in one gulp, completely distracting the flood of insects.  
By some means, I managed to escape.  Want to know what would have 
happened to me had the bird not arrived?  Even though I thought birds 
ate bullet ants, a few hours later I revisited the site and came away with 
a few grams of bird meat.  I didn’t need to fire a single arrow.  Still, I sit, 
eating an Ectatomma tuberculatum, (or honeydew ant as I like to call 
them, due to the workers collecting honeydew and storing it in their 
mouths, making for a sweet treat) when suddenly, I hear a noise.
(//ahswriting.wordpress.com/2018/02/27/extract-from-my-novella-wild/)

New School Uniform
A reminder that from September 2018 Year 7, 9 and 10 will wear the new 
uniform, whilst Year 8 and 11 will continue to wear the existing uniform for 
one more year.  

There will be an opportunity to purchase the new school uniform from 
Keal Teamwear on Monday 16 and Tuesday 17 July, 4.00-6.30pm, in the 
Main Hall.   Purchases made on the evenings will receive a 5% discount.

There will be no change to the existing school PE kit.

Please find below recommended shops to purchase uniform items (shirts, 
skirts and trousers):

SHOP ITEM QUANTITY PRICE

KEAL 
TEAMWEAR

Shirts (boys/girls)

Skirts

Trousers (boys)

Trousers (girls)

2 pack

1 pleated

Per pair

Per pair

£12.95 - £15.95

£14.99 - £16.99

£16.50 - £18.50

£16.50 - £18.50

M&S 
(age 11+) 

currently have 
20% offer

Shirts (unisex)

Skirts

Trousers (boys)

Trousers (girls)

2 pack

1 pleated

Slim leg (not 

skinny)

£12 - £16

£10 - £14

£11 - £15

£11 - £15

ASDA

Shirts (unisex)

Skirts

Trousers (boys)

Trousers (girls)

2 pack

Pleated

Adjustable

£7.50 - £12.50

From £5

From £7

From £7

TESCO

Shirts (unisex)

Skirts

Trousers (boys)

Trousers (girls)

2 pack

2 pack pleated

Per pair

Per pair

From £8

From £11

From £7

From £7

SAINSBURYS

Shirts (unisex)

Skirts

Trousers (boys)

Trousers (girls)

3 pack

2 pack pleated

2 pack tulip

2 pack

Per pair

From £8.50 

£11 - £13

£12

£12

From £8

PRIMARK
Trousers (boys)

Trousers (girls)

Per pair

Per pair

From £5

From £5

NEXT

Shirts (girls)

Shirts (boys)

Skirts

Trousers (boys)

Trousers (girls

5 pack

5 pack

Black pleated

Per pair

Per pair

£22 - £27

£22.50 - £28

£9 - £18

From £7

From £7

Compassion Corner
Friday, Sports Day, lunchtime:  a chance 
to relax, recharge the batteries, refill 
the water bottles and have your hair 
shaved off!  Two entrepreneurial and 
intrepid Year 10 students decided to 
“Brave the Shave” for Macmillan Cancer 
Care, as witnessed by hundreds of staff 
and students all whistling, shouting 

encouragement and applauding their action.  Many thanks to Mrs Cobb 
who kept a steady hand throughout.  Sam Daniel and Alex Hindle would 
like to thank everyone who donated to their just giving page or on the day.  
They raised just over £500 for Macmillan Cancer Support.  Well done boys.  
(https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/alexandsamheadshave)
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Chamber Choir
The Chamber Choir performed as part of the Healaugh Music and 
Flower Festival on Saturday evening.  The concert is the last one of 
this academic year and was a fitting farewell to two of our members, 
Lizzie Hyde and Eve Battersby.  The evening consisted of 12 songs 
from the Chamber Choir, solos from both Eve and Faith Battersby 
and an organ solo.  The refreshments at the interval outside 
the church ,watching he sun go down and the range of music 
performed, made for a fabulous evening.

Student Achievements
Congratulations to the following students:

Oliver Wootten - who has achieved Grade 3 Piano 
Merit

Gideon Dean - passed his Grade 2 Jazz Saxophone 
with Merit

Jessica Firth - received an award from St John 
Ambulance Cadets for Deputy Cadet of the Year.

York Music Hub
On Tuesday, Boys Aloud were lucky enough to have a workshop 
with the nationally renowned all Male a capella group “Sons of 
Pitches”.

They were joined by boys from 
Fulford and Huntington secondary 
schools and also Heworth, 
Hempland and Wigginton 
primaries.  In total, 120 boys from 
across the city attended the 
workshops at University of York and 
was a truly inspirational afternoon.  
Following the workshops there 
was an evening concert featuring performances from all schools 
including a 45 minute set from the Sons of Pitches.

The event marks the culmination of the York Music Hub Year of 
Singing which this year has aimed to increase opportunities for 
boys.   Mrs Newton, who helped organise the event was really proud 
of Boys Aloud saying, “they had a great day and sounded amazing!”

#CrackABook:  Summer Reading Competition
Did you know?  Studies in reading ability found that 
students who do not read during the summer holidays 
suffer an ability decline resulting in an estimated three 
months achievement gap!  That can amount to 1.5 years’ 
worth of reading development lost during the Summer 
months alone.  This is why we want your help in assisting 
your child to #crackabook this Summer.  In September, 

students will be presenting to their tutor groups a book report on the book 
that they have read over the summer holidays.  Please make time to discuss 
this with your child and help them find a book which speaks to them, which 
excites them, which awakens some new understanding in them.

Did you know?   If you read for just 30 minutes every day, it is estimated that 
you will read – on average – 1,800,000 words per year.  There is no better 
way to improve a student’s access to language, reading comprehension 
and reading speed.  Ideally, a good book will give your child access to new 
language, new ideas and different ways of thinking.  But, they are welcome 
to choose a novel, a biography, a diary, essays, historical texts or even works 
on philosophy.

How can I help my child?  Help them choose a book that interests them, but 
also uses challenging words; if this is difficult, talk to a teacher, a librarian or 
a shop assistant (we’re all really excited to help you find the right book).  Set 
time aside every day for a quiet read, without distractions.  Ask what, why, 
where, when, who and how questions about their reading.  Find out their 
thoughts and feelings – what are their reactions or predictions?  Tweet your 
reading experience and progress using the tags: @ahs_Eng #CrackABook.

Students must include the following details: the author, title (book series), 
and genre; the time and location where it takes place; the names and a brief 
description of each character you will be discussing; your opinion on the 
book – likes/dislikes/interesting points; a plot summary (what happens); a 
character analysis (who’s involved); discussion of the major theme (what it’s 
really about); what reading you did next.  The ideal size for the book report is 
typed (12pt font) on a single side of A4.

Accelerated Reader Reports - Year 7 students
Over the next fortnight, students will receive an end of year Accelerated 
Reader Report with a covering letter that details how your child has 
performed throughout the year.  We hope you will find this information 
useful.  If you would like to discuss the report, please contact Mrs McMurdo 
at kmcmurdo@archbishopholgates.org.

Apollo Reading Champion!
In October, all Year 7 students were given a reading 
challenge booklet to encourage them to read widely 
throughout the year.  Some students were given an 
able and interested booklet, which required them to 
read 15 extremely challenging texts and provide a 
review of each.  We are very impressed that Isabella 
Stockdale (7Hf) has managed to complete this 
challenge!  She will be presented with a trophy by Mr 
Daly in recognition of her fantastic achievement.
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Maths Stars of the Month

Upcoming Iceland Trip!!!
It’s now only a matter of days before we head to Iceland, so this week we thought we’d reflect on all things 
whales, in light of the whale watching tour we’ll be going on during our time in Iceland... 

Over the last two decades, Iceland has rapidly grown to become what is arguably the whale watching 
centre of Europe.  Here is everything you need to know about whale watching in Iceland. 

Icelandic folklore is filled with fantastic stories that reflect the important role whales have played in 
shaping Iceland’s cultural and economic history, but the most famous whale ever to grace Icelandic waters, however, is not a magical creature 
of ancient folklore, but the hero of a Hollywood movie!  Keiko, the male killer whale (orca) who portrayed Willy in 
the 1993 film ‘Free Willy’ was captured in Iceland in 1979 at the age of two.  Keiko was subsequently bought and 
sold between various aquariums and marine parks where he learned to perform for audiences before being cast 
by the Warner Brothers Film Studios.  Following Keiko’s rise to stardom, the Free-Willy Foundation was established 
in 1995 for the original purpose of finding him a better home; and in 1998, the world looked on as this huge 
creature was loaded aboard a US-Air Force cargo plane and flown back home to his birthplace in Iceland; Keiko 
would finally be given the opportunity to swim in the ocean again, with the hope of eventually being reunited 

with other killer whales.  After extensive training in preparation for a life of 
freedom in the open seas, Keiko finally left Icelandic territorial waters in August 2002 with a group of 
wild killer whales, but in September he showed up in Norway, desperately seeking human contact and 
on 12 December the following year, Keiko died of pneumonia while swimming alone in Norwegian 
fjords.  The abundance of summer daylight combined with a unique mixture of cold and warm sea 
currents have created a feeding ground that attracts twenty-three species of whales to Icelandic waters, 
from the enormous sperm whale to the gentle little harbour porpoise, with the Minke whale being the 
most commonly sighted and visible throughout the year.   We wonder how many of the twenty-three 
species we’ll get to see on our tour!?
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select 

two members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort 

where students have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the 

Gold Award will receive a weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Alice Barratt, 7Hf -  For her fantastic and very brave speech at 
the Year 6 New Parents’ Evening.  Brilliant and thank you.  Mrs 
Edmondson

Lily Jennings-Wood, 7Kx - For her amazing charity fundraising 
achievements, collecting over £220 for those with spinal 
muscular atrophy.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Elliot Luck, 8Ob -  For his positive attitude, hard work and great 
contributions in French.  He is also very patient and helpful with 
his peers.  Well done Elliot.  Mrs Avey

Isobelle Fisher, 8Lp -  In recognition of her recent positive attitude; 
work ethic and willingness to improve and be helpful.  Well done 
Izzy.  Mrs Avey

Chloe Kidson, 9Wa -  For making an excellent start and positive 
contribution following her recent change of form group.  Well 
done.  Mr Williams

Will Sloan, 9Hp -  For his excellent attitude and contribution at the 
York Mosque this week.  Well done!  Miss Hollinger

Bailey McBride, 10Hu - For his continued academic performance 
and resilience shown during the mock exam period.  Well done!   
Miss Turvey

Lucy Leonard, 10Dd -  For her continued support of school displays 
and charity work.  Well done!  Miss Turvey

Zain Kurd, 12Lv - For a constantly positive outlook to Sixth Form 
and proactive approach to UCAS Personal Statement.  Mrs 
Hopkinson-Kearney

Julia Wilson, 12Da -  Julia regularly volunteers to support her Form 
Tutor and has a fantastic can do approach to Sixth Form.  Mrs 
Hopkinson-Kearney

Year 10 Introduction to Sixth Form
Thank you to Year 10 students and their families for joining 
the Sixth Form Team on Tuesday evening.  It was wonderful 
to see so many aspirational, motivated and focused young 
people.  The questions were impressive and it has sparked a 
lot of excitement for the three-year journey ahead.  If you were 
unable to attend and require some information then please 
contact Mrs Walton, Sixth Form Administrator (swalton@
archbishopholgates.org). More subject specific information will 
be shared during the Information, Advice and Guidance Day 
on Tuesday 2 October and at our Sixth Form Open Evening on 
Tuesday 13 November.

Sports Day
Year 12 were enthusiastic, competitive (even in the non-
competitive events) and active on Sports Day last Friday.  We 
had a great day where we were able to relax and have a lot of 
fun together.  We were the loudest cohort on the field watching 
the mixed relays (a proud moment) and of course the very best 
of Year 12  led the way to victory over the finish line.  A great day 
had by all!

Year 12 Work Experience
Best of luck to all those on Work Experience next week and all 
those in Summer Schools or on internships over the coming 
weeks.  We look forward to welcoming  everyone back in 
September. 

GCSE and Post-16 Results Days
If you are unable to attend Results Day to collect your results 
please provide a stamped addressed envelope to Mrs Kelly, 
our Exams Officer, as soon as possible.

•   Year 13 Post-16 Results: Thursday 16 August, 9.00-10.30

•   Year 12 Post-16 Results: Thursday 16 August, 11.00-1.00

•   GCSE Results and Sixth Form Enrolment: Thursday 23 August, 9.00-11.00
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Organism:  
An individual animal, plant, or single-celled life form.

OF THE WEEK

 

@AHS_Catering:  #ComingHome 
#ComeOnEngland @AHSYork look at 
our England cakes to support the boys.

Sports Day
A big thank you from the PE department to all those involved 
in Sports Day.  Despite the high temperatures there were some 
amazing performances as well as acts of sportsmanship and 
school values amongst the houses.  Congratulations to Esk who 
won overall. 

A special mention to this years’ record breakers: Georgia Sutcliffe 
(Y7, 800M – 2.42), Elliot Ewen (Y7, Triple Jump – 8.80), Alex Hall (Y8, 
Javelin – 20.80), Abby Driffield (Y8, Triple Jump – 7.65) Alex Hindle 
(Y10, Shot Put – 11.27) and Laura Bettles (Y10) equalled the Year 10 
800m record of 2.40.  Well done to all the athletes!

Healthy Week
For Healthy Week this year we trialled some new activities.  
We ran a distance challenge for Year 7 & 8 where students 
competed as forms to see who could cover the most distance 
around our athletics track during lunchtimes.  Year 9 & 10 
forms were involved in a Danish Longball competition.  As 
in previous years, we also ran the Sponsored Bounce with 
£570 raised by students and a further £323 from the annual 
Fun Run.  All proceeds are being donated to the British Heart 
Foundation. 

Winners are:
Year 7 Distance Challenge: 7NTh 392 laps = 156,800m
Year 8 Distance Challenge: 8ACo 266 laps =106,400m 
Year 9 Danish Longball: 9Ry
Year 10 Danish Longball: 10Br

Rounders
The Year 7s had a draw in Rounders against Vale of York.  All 
players were fantastic and have all developed over the past 
few weeks with their batting, fielding and reading the tactics of 
the game.  Star players of the match were Grace Meillam and 
Georgia Sutcliffe for their consistency in fielding.  Well done 
Ladies. 

Football
Congratulations to Elen Valentine 
who put pen to paper last week 
signing for York City Football Club.

Trampolining
Mia-Mae Deighton (Y10) has had two 
qualifying competitions for Nationals where 
she finished in the top 8 to take into the 
National Finals which took place this weekend.  
Mia competed at Motorpoint Arena in 
Nottingham yesterday, in age group 15-16 
NDP Level 7 which was 8 of the best and in 
a very tough competition and came 2nd.  
Congratulations Mia-Mae!


