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Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 11 January 2018

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or

Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

Head’s Introduction

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been 
reflecting on the theme of ‘Life Stories; What is our story?  What is 
the story of God’s people?’  One of the quotes we have spent some 
time thinking about is:

“Stories…are like prayers.  It does not 
matter when you begin, or when you end, 
only that you bend a knee and say the 
words.”  Catherynne Valente; American 
fiction writer and poet, born 1979

To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone 
or other electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to start this first Newsletter of the new 
term by wishing everyone a Happy New Year.  As 
we start this new term, it’s very important that all 
students get off to the very best of starts.  As such 
I thought it helpful to give parents a reminder of 

the key people in school that they can contact.  Of course, if you use 
the AHS Feedback Tab on the school’s website your comments and 
questions will come straight to myself and Mr Furniss.

Heads of Year:   Deputy Heads:

Year 7 - Mrs Edmondson   Pastoral Care - Mr Furniss

Year 8 - Mrs Avey   Curriculum - Mr Green-Harding

Year 9 - Mr Wiles   Achievement - Miss McDermott

Year 10 - Miss Turvey

Year 11 - Mr Williams

Year 12 - Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney

Year 13 - Miss De Lashley

Reception/Office - Mrs Robinson, Mrs Leonard and Mrs Williamson

Tue 23 Jan
Wed 24 Jan

Fri 26 Jan
Tue 30 Jan

Primary Art Morning
Year 11 Parents’ Evening, 3.45-7.30pm
Non-uniform Day
Y8 Options Evening for Parents, 7.00pm

Upcoming Events

New Staff
We welcome the following new members of staff to Archbishop 
Holgate’s:

Miss Neil - Teacher of History

Mr Lamb - Teacher of Maths

Mrs Ambler - Assistant Data Manager

Key Messages for Year 11
It has been a pleasure to welcome back Year 11 after a very productive 
autumn term.  It was a delight for myself and Year 11 Form Tutors to 
take the year group ice skating on the final day of term.  This was a great 
reward for all the extra effort and commitment during the mock period 
and attending Period 6 revision sessions.

This is clearly a very important term for Year 11 and it is vital they build 
strong foundations now for the term ahead.  Students will be expected 
to continue to attend Period 6 sessions to consolidate and revise work 
covered in class.  They will also be rewarded throughout the term for 
effort and commitment.  I will be writing to all Year 11 parents with 
further information, but here are some key dates:

•   Monday 22 January Mock Results Day

•   Wednesday 24 January Year 11 Parents’ Evening

•   w/c Monday 19 February Additional mocks in English, Maths
   and Science 

•   Friday 4 May  Year 11 Alton Towers Reward Trip

•   Thursday 28 June Year 11 Prom

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
either Mr Williams (Head of Year) or Mrs Chappell (Pastoral Support 
Worker). 



 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

This Week’s 
Main School News

Term Dates
Spring Term 2018
Students restart - Tuesday 9 January 2018
Half Term - 12-16 February 2018 (inclusive)

Term Ends - Friday 23 March 2018

Summer Term 2018
Staff Training Day -  Monday 9 April 2018 (School closed to students)

Students restart -  Tuesday 10 April 2018
May Bank Holiday -  Monday 7 May 2018
Half Term -  28 May – 1 June 2018 (inclusive)

Term Ends -  Friday 20 July 2018

Autumn Term 2018
Staff Training Day - Monday 3 September 2018 (School closed to students)

Students restart - Tuesday 4 September 2018
(Staff Training Day  - Date to be confirmed)
Half Term - 29 October - 2 November 2018 (inclusive)

Term Ends - Friday 21 December 2018

Spring Term 2019
Staff Training Day - Monday 7 January 2019 (School closed to students)

Students restart - Tuesday 8 January 2019
Half Term - 25 February - 1 March 2019 (inclusive)

Term Ends - Friday 12 April 2019

Summer Term 2019
Staff Training Day -  Monday 29 April 2019 (School closed to students)

Students restart -  Tuesday 30 April 2019
May Bank Holiday -  Monday 6 May 2019
Half Term -  27-31 May 2019 (inclusive)

Term Ends -  Friday 19 July 2019

Vacancies

Pathfinder MAT Estates & Facilities Manager
Full Time, Full Year, Grade 10 (£33,605-£39,129)

Visit www.pathfindermat.co.uk/new-vacancies-holder/ for details

AHS Midday Supervisory Assistant
Required asap, Salary payable £8.45 per hour

Part Time (5 hpw, 1.00-2.00 pm) Mon to Fri, Term Time only
Visit www.archbishopholgates.org/our-school/vacancies/ for details

Enhanced DBS checks will be required

Year 8 Taster Day, Wednesday 24 January
Year 8 students are approaching an important time in their school life 
when they will decide which option subjects they wish to study at 
Key Stage 4.  We are keen that the young people in Year 8 are given as 
much support and guidance as they make these decisions. 

On Wednesday 24 January, all Year 8 students will take part in a ‘Taster 
Day’.  Prior to Christmas they had an extended assembly to inform 
them of the option subjects that are available to them next year.  All 
students have picked subjects that they are interested in finding more 
about prior to selecting their options and will ‘try’ the subject during 
the taster day.  There are four taster sessions that will run from period 
1 to 4 in which students will experience a KS4 lesson for the subject 
selected.  Alongside this students will also find out about the course 
content and the assessment structure.

Other upcoming key events for Year 8 students and parents include:

     Year 8 Full Reports       Monday 29 January

     Year 8 Pathway Evening for Parents      Tuesday 30 January

     Year 8 Parents’ Evening       Wednesday 7 February

     Year 8 Pathway Deadline       Friday 9 February

Fountains Abbey
On Saturday 23 December, the 
Chamber Choir had their final 
outing of 2017 and performed in 
the Stone Hall at Fountains Abbey 
as part of their Music and Lights 
Festival.  They managed to sell 
more of their Christmas CDs in aid 
of Jessie’s Fund and entertained 
visitors with an hour programme 
of festive music.  It was a great start to the holidays.

Bereaved Children Support York
Bereaved Children Support York offers an opportunity 
for children who have lost someone significant to them, 
to come together to play and/or do craft activities 
knowing that everyone there has experienced 
something similar.  The focus is on play and creativity in 
a relaxed and friendly atmosphere with ‘remembering’ 
activities available to make and take away.  Children of 
all ages are welcome to enjoy toys, crafts, table tennis, 
table football, soft play and games console.

The next drop-in session is on Saturday 13 January, 2.00-4.00pm at The 
Storehouse, Mansfield Street, York, YO31 7US.  For further information 
please contact Jo Cole, Bereaved Children Support York, Tel: 07593 
534555, visit: www.bcsy.org.uk.

School of Rock
Rehearsal schedules are now displayed on 
the Music department notice board and 
available to collect from Reception.

Date for your diaries: Performances are 
Wednesday 28 February, Thursday 2 & 
Friday 3 March, at 7.00pm, in the Main 
Hall.

Pathfinder Trust Board Vacancies
Could you take a leading role in the governance of our Multi Academy 
Trust?  As you know, our school is part of Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust, 
a partnership of nine church and community schools serving over 3,000 
pupils across York.

The Trust is currently looking to recruit up to three Trustees to sit on the 
Multi Academy Trust Board and as a parent/carer at our school, the Trust 
would like to offer you the opportunity to apply.

For more information, please visit http://www.pathfindermat.co.uk/
new-vacancies-holder/   If you would like to apply, please email info@
pmat.academy with your CV and a covering letter explaining the skills 
and experience you could bring to the Trust Board.



 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Accelerated Reader Results
Over the past half-term, Year 7 have taken part in the Accelerated 
Reader scheme.  We’re really pleased with the way students have 
engaged with reading!  All form groups take part in a reading 
competition.  The results for last half-term are:

Challenging Reads Book Group
The school runs a ‘Challenging Reads’ Book 
Group every Thursday in the Library at 
1.25pm.  The group is open to all students 
with a passion for reading, who wish to read a 
wide variety of books beyond the curriculum.  
This term, students are reading The Life of 
Pi by Yann Martel.  Please see Miss Kady for 
more details.

Form 
Group

Quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
passed 
(85%+)

Top Quizzer
Points 

per 
Form

7Bl 72 53 Rudi Connolly 428

7Bm 118 86 Benjamin Hawksworth 543

7By 52 38
Timothy Dunn
Isabelle Reed

233

7Cy 113 83 Kyle Taylor 610

7Gr 85 59 Cayden Parkinson 359

7Hf 96 81
Claudia Moore
Amal Salman

662

7Hv 25 20 Elizabeth Middleton 119

7Kx 55 42 Laura Barber 226

7NTh 64 50 Thomas Reed 347

7Wm 12 10 Sabrina Pugh 74

Well done to 7Bm and 7Hf, who will be receiving Form prizes!

National Storytelling Week
National Storytelling Week runs 
from 27 January – 3 February.  
To celebrate, all Forms are 
reading The Landlady by Roald 
Dahl this half-term.  They will 
read a section each week, with 
discussion and questions.  We 
will also tweet a short story a 
week from the Literacy account 
to read at home! 

UCAS 
Well done to Year 13 students who successfully sent off their UCAS 
applications last term.  Just under 90 applications have been sent 
and offers have already started to come rolling in!  The best of luck 
to those who have been, or will be, called for interview.

As soon as students have received all 5 decisions from their 
University choices they will need to start making their ‘Firm’ and 
‘Insurance’ choices.  This will then give them the opportunity to 
start applying for their accommodation and student finance when 
the time arises.  Students should either confirm these with Miss De 
Lashley or Mr Skelton prior to formally selecting these via ‘UCAS 
apply’.  It is critical that the ‘Insurance’ university has lower entry 
requirements than the ‘Firm’. 

Year 13 March Assessments 
Many of our Year 13 students will be sitting reformed A 
Level and vocational exams this summer, which in most 
cases requires them to sit three papers spanning the entire 
content of the course.  We feel that a further opportunity to 
sit a mock exam is vital to provide them further exposure to 
examination conditions, and the requirement to refer back to 
content, for some, dating back to the beginning of Year 12.

Year 13 students sitting A Levels and for some, vocational 
exams, this summer will do a mock assessment per subject 
week commencing Monday 5 March in class.  We are certain 
these will encourage the application of exam skills and raise 
confidence levels as they near the summer exam series. 

Key Dates
2 May 2018 - If you receive all your university/college decisions by 31 March you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be 
declined. 

7 June 2018 - If you receive all your university/college decisions by 3 May you must reply to any offers by this  date or they will be declined. 

21 June 2018 - If you receive all your university/college decisions by 7 June you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be declined.
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

 
 

Reconciliation:  the restoration of a 
friendly relationship.

 
Sports Corner

OF THE WEEK

Visit to BPP Law School, Leeds
For the fifth year in a row, some of our Year 10 and 12 students will have the opportunity to visit the BPP Law 
School in Leeds on Thursday 25 January.  This is a fantastic opportunity for those interested in pursuing Law at 
Sixth Form or University, as well as those interested in RE, History or Politics.

Students will take part in workshops with BPP lecturers and students in the morning and observe a mock 
trial, which usually lasts about an hour in the afternoon, when the trainee barristers will open the verdict up 
to students, who make the decision as to whether the defendant is guilty.  Post-trial, refreshments will be 
available in the Law School student lounge.  Law students will be on hand to escort our students on a tour of 
the Law School, tutors will also join this session to chat to any students who may have an interest in pursuing 
a career in Law.

Further to this, later in the year, students who have attended the trip will also receive further training from Law 
School Representatives and have the opportunity to perform their own mock trial, where they will get to act as 
either judge, jury, defendant, witness, prosecution or defence.

Letters will be distributed this week, but there are only a limited number of places available, so please don’t be 
disappointed if you miss out.

Football News

Two former students were involved in FA Cup football over the 
weekend.

Jack Clarke (U17) made the bench in Leeds’ 
2-1 defeat against Newport County. 

Ben Godfrey, on loan at 
Shrewsbury from Norwich 
City, put in a Man of the Match 
performance in a 0-0 draw 
against West Ham United.

Well done to both and we wish 
Ben all the best in the next round 
of the Cup.

A plea from the PE Department!

A large number of ‘AHS PE Kit’ has gone missing from school.  
We use this kit as spare items for any students who forget to 
bring their own kit.  The kit has ‘AHS’ written in black marker 
pen.  If you stumble across any such items, please can it be 
returned to school. 

Also, if you have any sports/PE kit that is no longer of use, 
please hand in to the PE Department, we would be most 
grateful for any donations.

Many thanks, the PE Department

Extra Curricular Timetable

The extra curricular timetable is back up and running, 
copies displayed in Form rooms and around school.  The PE 
department look forward to seeing you all.

@AHSChaplaincy:  The sun 
shines on our brass musicians as 
they play for the pupils leaving 
for the Christmas holidays.



Maths Stars of the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Values Awards 

The following students were awarded Values Awards for consistently demonstrating the school values and 
contributing to the excellence of the school. 



PROGRAMME OF EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES UP TO END OF HALF TERM 

 

DAY LUNCH Venue Time  After School Venue Time 

 

MON Year 7 Football (Br) 

Year 7 Beginners Swimming (Be) 

Sports Hall 

Pool 

1.15-1.45 

1.15-1.45 

 

Fixtures 

Year 10 Fitness (Be) 
TBC 

Fitness Suite 

3.15-6.00 

3.15-4.00 

 

TUE 
Year 9, 10, 11 Netball (NAm & Si) 

Year 7/8 Basketball (Br) 

Sports Hall 

Gym 

1.15-1.45 

1.15-1.45 

 
Fixtures 

Year 11 Period 6 (Gs) 

Girls’ Football (Kd) 

TBC 

Ma6 

Sports Hall/Gym 

3.15-6.00 

3.15-4.15 

3.20-4.20 

 

WED Open Badminton (Wd) 

Open Trampolining (NAm & Si) 

Sports Hall 

Sports Hall 

1.15-1.45 

1.15-1.45 

 

Fixtures TBC 3.15-6.00 

 

THU Year 10 & Year 11 Basketball (Gs) 

Y10 Sky Sports (Br) 

Sports Hall 

Gym 

1.15-1.45 

1.15-1.45 

 

Fixtures TBC 3.15-6.00 

 

FRI 
Year 7/8 Netball (Be) 

Year 9 Basketball (Wd) 

Examination PE Homework & 

Catchup session (Gs) 

Sports Hall 

Gym 

Ma6 

 

1.15-1.45 

1.15-1.45 

1.15-1.45 

 

    

 
Remember to wear appropriate kit and be on time. 

These clubs and practises are there for you – USE THEM!! 
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