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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or

Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

Head’s Introduction

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been 
reflecting on the huge potential each of us has.  One of the quotes 
we have spent some time thinking about is:

“The potential of the average person is like 
a huge ocean unsailed, a new continent 
unexplored, a world of possibilities waiting 
to be released and channelled toward 
some great good.”  Brian Tracy, Canadian 
motivational speaker and author

To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone 
or other electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to thank all the Year 8 families who 
attended Options Evening on Tuesday and 
for the kind comments about the clarity of Mr 
Green-Harding’s explanation.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to the Year 8 Parents’ Evening next 
week, Wednesday 7 February, which provides the 
final opportunity to gather information as part of 

this options process.  As ever, senior colleagues will be available to 
support families with their decisions.

Tue 6 Feb
Wed 7 Feb

Fri 9 Feb
12-16 Feb

Mon 19 Feb
Tue 20 Feb

28 Feb-2 Mar
Tue 13 Mar

National E-Safety Day
Year 8 Parents’ Evening, Main Hall, 3.45-7.30pm
School finishes at 3.10pm
Half Term Holiday
Students return
Music Trip Information Evening, Sixth Form 
Library, 6.00-7.00pm
School Show: School of Rock, Main Hall, 7.00pm
Annual Holgate Science Lecture, 7.30pm, NSLC

Upcoming Events

Reminder - Visit to Taizé , July 2018
The end of this week is the closing date for application 

letters for the visit  to Taizé in July.  Archbishop 
Sentamu is leading a group of young people from 
the Yorkshire region to visit Taizé in Eastern France 
(Burgundy) and students from Archbishop Holgate’s 
have been invited to accompany him and the group.  

We shall be joining students from many UK schools 
and young people from all over Europe.  There will be 

several thousand young people of different backgrounds meeting 
at Taizé: those who are Catholic, 
Orthodox, Anglican, believers of 
other religions, and those of no 
faith.

The cost of visit is very small, 
just £100, as the largest part of 
the visit costs are paid for by a 
charitable bequest.  Students 
will need a little pocket money 
for any personal purchases.  We will depart on Saturday 14 July and 
return on Monday 23 July, the last week of term.  A valid UK passport 
and a European Health Insurance Card will be required.  Since there are a 
limited number of places any student who wishes to go on the visit will 
need to write a brief letter of application stating the reasons why they 
wish to participate, what skills and attributes they will bring to the group 
and what they think they will learn from the experience.  This letter 
needs to be returned by Friday 2 February.  Those who are successful in 
their application for a place will be informed shortly afterwards and will 
then complete the necessary paperwork and make two £50 payments 
via Wisepay.

A video of last year’s visit can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/

Water bottles
We ask that all students come to school with a re-useable water bottle.   
It is essential that we all hydrate throughout the day (especially when 
the days start to warm up).  We currently provide plastic cups, but this is 
not environmentally friendly and we will be moving 
to reusable bottles from half term.  Alongside this, 
we are currently investigating how to introduce to 
the school, recycling of plastics (in particular plastic 
bottles) and would be very grateful if re-useable 
water bottles replaced plastic bottles that are 
currently not recycled.  Thank you.

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK!
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Vacancies

AHS Midday Supervisory Assistant
Required asap, salary payable £8.45 per hour

Part Time (5 hpw, 1.00-2.00pm) Mon to Fri, Term Time only

HR Administration and Systems Officer 
Grade 7 (Pro Rata salary is £12,331 to £13,620)

Part Time (22.5 hpw) Term Time + 2 weeks in school holidays

Student Attendance and Welfare Officer
Grade 6 (£20,203 - £22,869)

Full Time (37 hpw)

Visit www.pathfindermat.co.uk/new-vacancies-holder/
 for details.  Enhanced DBS checks will be required

Year 11 Updates and Period 6 
Thank you for the on-going support as we continue to prepare 
for the summer exams.  Year 11 are working extremely well at the 
moment and responding to all the support offered to them.  Please 
see the timetable of Period 6 sessions below.  It is vital that students 
attend as many of these as possible to ensure they are fully prepared 
for the upcoming mocks and the final exams.  A further reminder 
that we also offer a silent study space for Year 11 at lunchtimes as 
well as a supported homework club for Year 11 at lunchtime and 
during Period 6.  If you have any queries regarding Year 11, please do 
not hesitate to contact me.  Mr Williams

Mon

5 Feb

English
English
Maths
Maths

Session 1: Writing skills
Session 2: Writing with a viewpoint 
Congruent Triangles 
Error intervals/Upper and Lower Bounds

Tues

6 Feb

RE

Art

Business
Sociology
Graphics
Product Design
ICT
French

Engineering
Travel & Tourism

Music
Media

PE
Drama
Food
Textiles

Traditional Muslim teachings and scripture on the 
thematic units
Assessment Objective 1 & 3 - Artist Research/
Observational Skills
Unit 3: Promoting a Brand - Assignment 1
Sociology basics - keeping ut key term focused 
Exam Content - Systems and Control 
Exam Content - Smart and new materials 
Coursework Unit 2: Prom 
Speaking skills - General conversations and 
asking questions 
Controlled Assessment 
Unit 2: development of assignment and meeting 
brief
Composition support and programme notes
Unit 1: TV serial drama; Improvements and 
completition of horror trailers and assistance with 
evaluations 
Respiratory System 
Component 2 rehearsals (group 4)
Developmental cooks 4
Assessment Objective 1 & 3 - Artist Research/
recording ideas

Wed   

7 Feb
Science Exam skills in preparation for the mocks 

Thu    

8 Feb

History
Geography

Computer 
Science

Cold War 
Hot deserts: Challenges and opportunities and 
strategies to manage desertification
Networking: Layers and Protocols 

School of Rock
Rehearsals are well underway preparing for 
the School Show.

Date for your diaries: Performances are 
Wednesday 28 February, Thursday 1 & 
Friday 2 March, at 7.00pm, in the Main Hall.

Get Exam Ready!
Top Tip #2:  Get equipped!  Revision is a lot easier if you 
have the right equipment.  This will mean you can make 
the most out of your lessons and produce effective revision 
notes at home.  Have a look at the list below.  Have you got 

these important things?

•   Lined paper/a notebook/plain paper
•   Post-it notes
•   Pens, pencils, highlighters 
•   Coloured pens (to colour code your writing)
•   The correct equipment for subjects like science and maths 
•   Ring-binder folders and dividers (to store notes)

If you are a pupil premium student, see one of your teachers and we 
will try to help!

Rock God Academy
There will be a weekly music session during 
term time at Archbishop Holgate’s School, 
starting Tuesday 20 February.  RGA Music 
Centre will run from 5.00-7.00pm every 
Tuesday and will feature tuition in Rock Bands 
and a Pop Choir.  For more information please 
go to: www.rockgodacademy.com

Iceland Trip 2018
Telja dagana until we set off on the adventure of a lifetime!  The 
penultimate payment of £250 for the Iceland trip is due on Friday 9 
February, and that will leave only £100 until you’re fully paid up.  We’re 
still missing a few passport photocopies, if they could be brought in 
to Mr Dodson or Reception it would be much appreciated.  As always, 

there’s a chocolate prize for the first student to tell me 
the translation of the opening phrase in this message.

Also, there will be an interim meeting for students 
and parents after half-term.  This will be to update 
the itinerary and share any questions we may have.  
Details to follow in the near future.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort 

merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’:

KS3 French - Laura Wilkie, 7Cy
KS3 German - Maisie Chivers, 8Cr

KS4 French - Katy Reed, 9Hp
KS4 German - Faye Saunders, 10Br
KS4 Spanish - Ben Johnson, 10Hu
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Rewards and Recognition

The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select 
two members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where 
students have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will 
receive a weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award...

George Edwards, 7Cm - For showing real compassion over the last 
couple of weeks, especially in form time discussions.  Well done! 
Mrs Edmondson 

Lewis Dawson, 7Cm - For his enthusiasm and compassion in 
form time discussions and around school too.  Well done!  Mrs 
Edmondson 

Josh Roe, 8Dn - Josh is a fantastic student who works hard; reads 
avidly; is always helpful, cheerful, polite and friendly and can be 
relied on at all times.  Well done Josh.  Mrs Avey

Jocelin Leites, 8Lp - Jocelin is a delight to have in the year 
group.  She has a positive attitude, contributes regularly to form 
discussions and activities, and is an integral member of the back 
stage crew for School of Rock.  Well done Jocelin.  Mrs Avey

Hannah O’Connor, 9Di - For her hard work ethic in German.  Well 
done.  Mr Wiles 

Kyle Abell, 9Wa - For massive improvements in time-keeping and 
maturity levels.  Congratulations.  Mr Williams and Mr Wiles

Roong Saiyut, 10Pi - For excellent work in Graphics, consistent 
effort and a fabulous work ethic.  Well done.  Miss Turvey 

Max Hodgson, 10Hu - For compassionate action within the 
community.  Well done.  Miss Turvey

Katie Astle, 11Mr - Katie is impressing lots of teachers with her hard 
work and determination.  Keep up the hard work!  Mr Williams 

Dan Durkin, 11Hm - Dan has the perfect Year 11 attitude: positive 
and resilient.  He attends Period 6 and is clearly working hard 
independently.  Well done!  Mr Williams 

Rhys Tanner, 12Yg - For his excellent work with Year 7 mentoring.  
Well done!  Mrs Hopkinson Kearney

Amy Clark, 12Da - For her continued contribution to school life.  
Well done!  Mrs Hopkinson Kearney 

Laura Crosby, 13Cn - For consistent and effective effort in Art.  She’s 
ahead of the game!  Miss De Lashley

Ed Mitten, 13Db - For coming back with a positive attitude and 
supporting the school community.  Well done.  Miss De Lashley 

UCAS Key Dates
2 May:  If you receive all your university/college decisions by 31 March you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be declined. 

7 June:  If you receive all your university/college decisions by 3 May you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be declined. 

21 June:  If you receive all your university/college decisions by 7  June you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be declined.

Key Dates
•   Year12 Work Experience Verbal Agreement Form Monday 5 February
•   Year 12 Mock Results    Monday 19 February
•   Second Sixth Form Parents’ Evening  Wednesday 7 March
•   Formal Summer Assessment Period  Thursday 19 April - June
•   Year 13 Leavers’ Day    Friday 25 May
•   Year 12 Internal Assessment week   w/c Monday 2 July

Year 12 Career Ready
Our Career Ready students in Year 12 
had a fantastic time at York City Council, 
West Offices, this week meeting their 
professional Mentors from Hiscox, Aviva 
and Nestlé, and toured the Council facilities.  
They completed a guided self-reflection 
on their employability and personal skills, 
considered their strengths and weaknesses 
and are taking responsibility for an action 
plan on how to improve their competency 
profiles.  They will now meet monthly with 
their chosen Mentor to benefit from advice 
and guidance as they continue along their 
personal pathways.  In addition, they are 
planning for their paid internships in the 
summer when they will have the chance to 
immerse themselves with meaningful work 
experience in these high profile companies.  
The students welcomed this first class 
support in helping them to determine their 
individual professional aspirations. 

Enrichment Day
This Friday is Enrichment Day for Year 
12 when they will have their first taste 
of progression talks for those aspiring to 
University and Apprenticeship routes.  We 
are welcoming a range of guests to speak 
about their own experiences and expertise 
which should promote a lot of self-
reflection.  Year 13 are on normal timetable.  
Year 12 students that usually travel to 
Fulford for lessons will remain at school for 
the day.  Year 13 Fulford lessons will run as 
normal. 

Year 12 Mock Results
On Monday 19 February, Year 12 students 
will receive their mock results during 
assembly.  The assembly will be followed by 
1-2-1 meetings for each student with their 
Form Tutor to discuss intervention, concerns 
and celebrations.  This is an important time 
for Year 12 to reflect on their progress and 
direct their efforts on particular areas of 
focus to enable further progress. 
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

 Sports Corner

 
 

Abolitionist:  a person who advocated or supported the 
abolition of slavery in the US.

OF THE WEEK

You may remember that as part of BBC School Report, students were asked to write an ‘uplifting’ news article, given that the 
news is often so depressing, especially during a cold and drab January!  Here’s Millie’s take on a real life Santa story that took 
place over the festive period…

 Hello, I’m Millie, part of the BBC School’s Report team and we have been focussing on finding an uplifting story from the 
Christmas holidays.  There was a story which I read which made my heart lift and a massive smile come across my face by 
knowing that good still happens in the world.  You’re probably wondering what it could be, so carry on reading to make your 
heart swell too.

On Christmas Eve this year, coming to midnight for Christmas Day, an anonymous man being 
called a ‘real life Santa’, posted envelopes of money, around £50 each, down a street called Linden Close in Walsall, West 
Midlands.  On these envelopes read the words ‘Jesus loves you’.   These envelopes were distributed to around 60 homes 
in a random act of kindness.  This act of kindness helped many peoples’ Christmases a happier one.  One person said, “it 
really lifts your spirits to think that a total stranger would give away so much money at a time when cash can be so tight.”   
These lucky people are trying to hunt down the man to thank him for his generosity. 

I believe this story is uplifting as its nice to hear news about something positive occasionally with of all the terrible, depressing news most people 
talk about these days.  Furthermore, it can give people a stronger faith in religion as they have the reassurance that God is with them and will always 
love them no matter what.  This person put a smile on peoples’ faces and I think that is very important as they can spend the money on things that 
matter most to them to make them happy.

   And in other news…

For the fifth year in a row, some of our Year 10 and 12 students visited the BPP Law School in Leeds.   Students took part in 
two workshops designed to help them understand the different routes they can take into law, as well as the way different 
courts work.  In the afternoon, students participated in a mock trial, with two of our students acting as an expert witness and 
the court usher!  The trainee barristers had to try to convince our students whether the defendant had indeed attempted to 
murder Maxine Jones, but it was the defence who came up trumps, when they declared a ‘not guilty’ verdict.    Members of 
the law school will be coming to visit us in July to train the students to act as prosecution and defence in July, so stay tuned 
for more news!

@AHSYork:  Our outstanding Progress 8 
Score of +0.53 means that our students 
achieved over half a grade more across a 
range of 8 subjects compared to similar 
students nationally. This puts us in the top 
5% of schools in the country!

Netball  -  Year 7 had two 
fantastic games at Vale of York last 
Thursday.  Both games were very 
close, narrowly missing out on 
winning.  Star player, Jess Taylor, 
showed resilience throughout and 
most improved player was Isabel 
Collinson.  Well Done Ladies. 

Netball  -  Fantastic effort by our Year 7 and 8’s 
Tuesday playing an impromptu Netball fixture 
against Fulford.  All players showed resilience, 
compassion and team spirit throughout 
the game.  Well done to Ellie White, Alanna 
Richardson, Jocelin Leites, Jessica Darke, Jessica 
Dickinson, Ruby Hunter, Ruby Kuba, Claudia 
Moore, Bianca-Maria Sirbu and Antonia Sorica.  
A special mention to star player of the match, 
Sophie Warburton!  Also, a huge thank you to 
Grace Hall, Olivia Stevens and Betsey Knight for 
umpiring the entire game.  Well Done Girls. 

Football  -  The Year 8 Football team, with 
the help of several Year 7 students, headed to 
St Aidan’s, in Harrogate, as part of the County 
Cup competition.  Despite the cold conditions 
and little playing time together as a team the 
girls all came together to put in a very strong 
performance.  They battled throughout the 
game, but eventually went on to lose 2-1.  The 
player of the match went to Georgia Sutcliffe.
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Sports Corner

Time Out from Anger
We all get angry – it’s what we do with it that matters.”  This 4-session 
course for parents looks at: what makes us angry; safe ways to deal with 
our anger; how we can help our children to deal better with their anger.  
When:  Wednesdays 28 Feb, 7, 14, 21 Mar, 9.30-11.30am, at The Learning 
Centre, Scarcroft Primary School, Moss Street, York, Y023 1BS.

How do I keep them safe?
Family Matters York & Pathfinder Multi Academy 
Trust are holding two E-Safety Workshops.  Fun, 
informal sessions for parents with discussion on: 
issues around mobile phones, social networking, gaming and what 
parents can do about them; helping children to become SMART internet 
users; setting and maintaining reasonable boundaries; cyberbullying, 
where to go for help and advice.  When: Tuesday 27 February, 4.00-
6.00pm and 6.30–8.30pm, at Archbishop Holgate’s School.

There is no charge to attend the workshop and you only need to attend 
one – they are identical.

To book a place or for any further information about the above 
events please contact Helen Atkinson on 07393 147259 or email: 
helenatkinson@fmy.org.uk.  The course is free to attend thanks to 
generous funding from Awards for All, part of the Big Lottery Fund.

Musical Stars of the Month
Well done to:

KS3 – Frankie Garcia - for commitment to extra-curricular ensembles

KS4 – Rebecca Mardall - for excellent effort and work in Music lessons

KS4 – Josh Gladstone & George Ray - for excellent technical support 
for Music County Music Ensembles

Last Saturday, students from AHS went to the North Yorkshire County 
Music Service, which is a group of youth ensembles for a range of ages.  
On 8–10 July they have the opportunity to go to Giggleswick School 
for a residential visit.  Students will perform in a concert in the Chapel.  
They are welcoming more people to join - some categories are Youth 
Orchestra, County Guitar Ensemble and County Young Singers. (L 
Curran, 7Hf)

Students’ Achievements
Well done to Katie Fearnley for passing her Grade 6 Clarinet exam and 
Grade 4 in Ballet.

Also, well done to Rowan Fearnley for achieving his Grade 2 Ballet.

Primary Art Morning
Badger Hill  and Lord Deramore's pupils enjoyed an Art taster morning 
here at AHS last week.  Pupils had a go at drawing portraits from different 
viewpoints and then studied the work of Picasso to produce their own 
self-portrait collage in the Cubist style.  The results were amazing, as you 
can see.
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Year 11 Rewards
Each week,  teachers identify students who are going above and beyond 
in their lessons.  The following students have all been nominated by 
teachers for demonstrating exceptional effort in their lessons.  Well 
done!   Vouchers will be awarded to:

 Faisal Faisal  Ellie-Mae Croft
 Maisie Outhart  Hope McMaw
 Mae Tipping  Rebecca Mardall
 Harith Timen

The following students will have their work displayed on the school’s  
‘Wall of Excellence’:

 Nita Jashari  Faisal Faisal
 Amelia Neary  Mohammed Douba
 Zaahra Douba  Kevin Fu
 Ellie-Mae Croft  Charlie Jebson-King
 Jacob Hudson  Maisie Outhart
 Gabbie Miller  Emma Gilbert
 Niall Bowlby  Melissa Seavers
 Hope McMaw  Dan Durkin
 Alex Callghan  Kitty May
 Leo Smith  Katie Astle
 Mae Tipping  Ellis Dowd
 Felix Collier  Henry Ewan
 Imogen Lewis Ogden Lily Fernandez
 Isaac Hudson  Lily Moody
 Rebecca Mardall  Naomi Robinson
 Sophie Kirkman  Archie Mortar
 Lauren Jamieson  Harry Johnson
 Ellie Pegram  Harith Timen
 Jak Ostergaard  Olivia Sellers
 Sam Cooper

Upcoming Mocks
A reminder about the up-coming mocks after February half term.

National Apprenticeship Week
Derwent Training Association are a specialist Engineering Training 
Provider based in Malton who provide Advanced and Higher 
Apprenticeships in various areas of Engineering.  They are holding 
their annual Open Evening as part of National Apprenticeship Week on 
Tuesday 6 March, 4.00–7.00pm at their training centre. 

The evening will allow students to speak to employers about the 
opportunities they have in the local area and what it’s like to be an 
apprentice in the world of work, it will also give them the opportunity 
to look round DTA’s specialist training facilities including Mechanical, 
Welding and Mechatronics workshops.  They can also chat to current 
apprentices about their experience of starting an apprenticeship and 
earning while they learn.
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Literacy News

AHS English Writing Blog
Students are warmly invited and encouraged 
to visit the new AHS English writing blog at 
www.ahswriting.wordpress.com.

Here, students can explore examples of 
their teachers’ writing, as well as having the 
opportunity to submit their own writing to 
be read by peers and teachers.  Students are encouraged to submit 
examples of their own personal, creative writing, or pieces they 
have done in class and are proud of.  Through the blog, students 
can then read and comment on each other’s work, or directly Tweet 
their writing to the AHS English Twitter feed.

All students need to do is click on the ‘Submit Writing’ button on the 
main menu, type it up or copy and paste it from a document, and 
wait for it to be approved by their teacher.  After that, their writing 
will appear on the website for all to read!

Blog Post of the Week
By Abigail Jamieson, 7Kx

https://ahswriting.wordpress.com/2018/01/29/war-poem-by-
abigail-jamieson/

 Air brisk, gun shots crackling;

 Strong sandbags, war in mid tackling-

 Strewn out red where poppies lay

 Ribbons slithering on the bay

 I look at a photo’s glass shard

 Trying not to cry- it’s hard

 Beloved friend lay his bloody hand over my face

 Then stopped breathing, without a trace

 He was my number one

 But this war has to go on.

Accelerated Reader
This week, Year 7 students have been working hard to quiz on 
Accelerated Reader.  The English group totals are below.  Well done to 
7Bl who completed an impressive 37 quizzes this week!

Whole-school Reading
From Monday, all Year 7 students will complete five minutes of silent 
reading at the beginning of every lesson.  As a school, we want to make 
sure that all students are given the opportunity to read for at least 25 
minutes each day.  Students should remember to bring a book to 
school every day and to change their book at the Library once they 
have finished.  Students can complete Accelerated Reader quizzes in 
the Library at lunchtime and in certain English lessons.

Form 
Group

Quizzes 
taken

Top Quizzer
Points 

per 
Form

7Bl 126

Elliot Lucquin

(most accurate quizzer – 
average of 97% on all quizzes)

631

7Bm 150
Ben Hawksworth

(most improved accuracy)
704

7By 58 Timothy Dunn 279

7Cy 145 Kyle Taylor 701

7Gr 119 Cayden Parkinson 504

7Hf 167 Josh Whyte 959

7Hv 78 Ciaran Fleming 322

7Kx 72 Heidi Fothergill 352

7NTh 67
Will Sutton 

(most improved quizzer)
364

7Wm 136 Freya Brumby 667
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