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NEWSLETTER 297
Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,
We are delighted to have received confirmation
from Alps that AHS is in the top 1% of schools for
A Level performance over the past 3 years.
I would like to
thank
everyone
who attended the
Holgate Science
Lecture, as part of British Science Week
on Tuesday at the National Science
Learning Centre - a very informative
evening.
Students who took part in the
Commonwealth Day celebrations in
London were among a small group
invited to meet members of the
Royal Family. See more details about
this exciting opportunity on the next
page....

Thursday 15 March 2018

Success in Rotary Chef Competition
Amy Bettles celebrated her fantastic run
of success with a second place in the
semi-final of the Rotary Chef Competition
in Leeds, just one point away from
winning. Her fabulous flavours and
meticulous eye for detail wowed the
judges. Her dessert of deconstructed
apple crumble, salted caramel ice cream
and peanut brittle was voted best in the
competition.
Amy has been a true star throughout
this competition and her resilience
and effort have been the key to her
success – a true credit to herself and
Archbishop Holgate’s.

Food for Thought

British Science Week 2018
Celebrations in science began with David from the University of
York Physics Department, who brought the Cosmodome. Students
experienced the solar system in a whole new way, projected onto the
ceiling of the dome. They saw the night sky as if there were no light
pollution coming from Earth. They looked at the constellations and
learnt more about the life cycle of a star.

This week during Collective Worship form groups have been
thinking about the Commonwealth Charter and friendship. One of
the quotes we have spent some time thinking about is:
“Don’t walk in front of me, I may not follow;
Don’t walk behind me, I may not lead; Walk
beside me, and just be my friend.” Albert
Camus
To receive the daily Thought for the Day
straight to your phone or other electronic
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Upcoming Events
Tue 20 Mar
Wed 21 Mar
Wed 21 Mar
Thu 22 Mar

World Book Day & Non-Uniform Day
Y10 Parents’Evening, Main Hall, 3.45-7.15pm
Y11 and Y13 Year Group photo
Y11 Parents’Revision Skills Evening,
Sixth Form Library, 6.00pm
Fri 23 Mar School finishes at 3.10pm
Wed 11 Apr Y12 and Y13 Parents’Evening, 3.45-7.30pm

Rosie the explainer came from the Science
museum in Bradford to explain what an
explainer is! She talked about sound and
wowed students, showing them how the
blaster gun noise was made in Star Wars (it
was VERY cool!)

AHS Feedback

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for
their valuable contributions. If you have a query
or simply an observation about the school please
complete the form online.

Social Media
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

@AHSYork Tel: 01904 411341 www.archbishopholgates.org

Commonwealth Day 2018
On Monday 12 March, students from Archbishop Holgate’s School in York travelled to London to join 700 children and young
people from across the UK in celebration of Commonwealth Day at Westminster Abbey as part of a congregation of 3,000.
The event is the largest annual multi-faith Service in the UK and was attended by Her Majesty The Queen, Head of the
Commonwealth, senior members of the Royal Family, The Prime Minister, Commonwealth Heads of State and specially invited
guests.
Richard Nihill, the school’s Chaplain said:“The students and I were very excited about being given this wonderful opportunity. We
had an amazing day in London, meeting people from across the Commonwealth and seeing members of the Royal Family at this
unique event. It surpassed all our expectations and was unforgettable.””
Before the service, the group had a private tour of Westminster Abbey. Student, Oliver Pugh, said:“Westminster Abbey was unlike
anything I had ever seen before. From its astonishing architecture and fine masonry to its fascinating history and contents, the
whole place was magical.”
The Service, broadcast live on the BBC, celebrates the unity and diversity of the modern Commonwealth and aims to foster a
greater understanding of the Commonwealth’s role and achievements. This year’s theme, ‘Towards a Common Future’, explores
how the Commonwealth can address global challenges and work to create a better future for all citizens.
Attendees at the service were treated to performances from Ghanaian drum collective One-Drum, Ngati Ranana London Māori
Club, Portsmouth Gospel Choir and musician, Liam Payne. Readings and reflections were given by awarded-winning spoken
word artist ,Jaspreet Kaur and Dr Andrew Basrawrous, Co-Founder and CEO of Peek Vision.
Archbishop Holgate’s Head Boy, James Cain, said: “The Service was a wonderful mix of cultures and performances. My personal
favourite was the London Māori Club, whose vocal rendition of‘The Call for Welcome’was very impressive.”
Students from the school were among a small group invited to meet members of the Royal Family after the Service. The Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge, Prince Harry and Meghan Markle spent time meeting and talking to the groups of schoolchildren.
Student, Olivia Stevens, said: “The highlight of my day was shaking hands with Kate Middleton and Meghan Markle. It was
amazing being able to speak to them in person.”
Archbishop Holgate’s Head Girl, Ellie Townson, summed up the collective feelings of the group saying: “Going to Westminster
Abbey to witness the Commonwealth Service and then meeting members of the Royal family was an immense privilege, and
truly magical. The whole thing was enough to make you speechless, it was so overwhelming.”
Commonwealth Day is marked annually on the second Monday in March. It is a celebration of the Commonwealth’s rich diversity
and an opportunity to promote understanding on global issues, international cooperation and the work of Commonwealth civil
society organisations.
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This Week’s
Main School News
Year 11 Rewards

Year 11 Period 6

Each week, teachers identify students who are going above and beyond
in their lessons. The following students have all been nominated by
teachers for demonstrating exceptional effort in their lessons. Well
done! Vouchers will be awarded to:
Courtney Mainprize
Henry Hudson
Charlotte Deighton
Erika Pearse
Natalie Roberts
Owen Duffin
Kieran Bulmer
Libby Simpson
The following students will have their work displayed on the school’s
‘Wall of Excellence’:
Sam Cooper
Courtney Mainprize
Kevin Fu
Dan Graham
Henry Hudson
Cameron Tomlinson
Kaitlyn Winterburn
Kieran O’Gormley
Ashley Willis
Charlotte Deighton
Elise Robson
Ellie Myers
Emma Gilbert
Jack Moore
Maisie Outhard
Tash Smith
Dominic Baker
Erika Pearse
Lily Tibble
Adam Jackson
Alice Wainwright
Alisha Ingledew
Ben Kennedy
Dan Durkin
Mark Lamb
Thomas Smith
Zara Howcroft
Alex Callaghan
Chloe Rochester
Emese Ungar
Liv Avey
Alesha Bibby
Annabella Bevan
George Robson
Juliette Harpa Williams
Natalie Roberts
Ellie Heppell
Kasper Callum
Owen Duffin
Tom Mennell
Abi Robinson
Ella Pickering
Fraser Horn
Gareth Jacques
Harrison Pincombe
Harry Johnson
Kai Vignau
Kieran Bulmer
Korben Wilson
Leah Chapman
Lily Fernandez
Lily Moody
Naomi Robinson
Rebecca Mardell
Rob Chalk
Sophie Kirman
Lily Fernandez
Annie Thompson
Betul Kilic
Charlotte Fox
Megan Senior
Nick Harrison
Libby Simpson

As the Easter holidays approach, I’d like to remind parents about
upcoming events to support parents and students during the exam
season. Below is a timetable of the P6 classes on after school next week.
It is important your child tries to attend as many of these as possible.
You will also have received a letter from your child outlining the Easter
revision sessions on offer. Further information about the practical
details of the exam season will follow shortly.

Year 11 Revision
A reminder about the Parents’ Revision Skills Evening on Thursday 22
March. The evening starts at 6.00pm in the Sixth Form Library and will
aim to cover a range of issues, providing you with information that will
be useful as you support your child in this important time.
The evening will make clear study leave arrangements for Year 11,
provide information about exam timetables, revision sessions in each
subject area and also offer general advice in supporting your child to
develop effective study skills. We look forward to seeing lots of parents
at what is sure to be a useful and informative evening. The Senior
Leadership Team will be present with Mr Williams (Head of Year); Mrs
Chappell (Pastoral Support Worker); Mrs McMurdo (Able, Gifted and
Talented) and Miss De Lashley (Director of Sixth Form), all of whom will
be glad to answer questions and offer support.

Mon English
19 Mar
English
Maths
Maths
RE
Art
Business
Sociology
Graphics
Product
Design
ICT
French
Engineering
Tues Travel &
20 Mar Tourism
Music
Media
PE
Drama
Food
Textiles
Wed
Science
21 Mar
History
Geography
Thu
22 Mar
Computer
Science

Romeo and Juliet: Timed PEAEAL and
feedback
Sign of Four: PEAEAL and feedback
Algebraic Proof
Vectors
Muslim Beliefs
Exam Preparation
Unit 3 Promoting a brand
Applying Research Methods - An in-depth
review of the pre-release material
Exam content: components
Listening: All types of questions
Unit 1 Exam/Unit 2 Coursework
Role Play
Exam: Engineering sector
Development of assignment and meeting
the needs
Composition support and programme
notes:AoS 4 - Western Classical since 1910,
topic overview revision
Unit 1: TV serial dramas; Improvements and
completion of horror trailers and assistance
with evaluations.
Physical training
Component 3: The Tempest
Nutrition and diet
Exam prep
Exam Skills
Whitechapel
The changing economic world (LIC/ NEE):
How tourism reduces the development gap
(Guatemala) and the role of TMCs in helping
Guatemala to develop.
Revision Paper 2

Finally, I’d like to remind parents about the following events and
deadline for payments:
Item/Event
Alton Towers
Yearbook
Leavers’hoodies
Prom

Date of Event
Fri 4 May
Fri 12 May
Fri 12 May
Thu 28 Jun

Cost
£28
£15
£19
£30

Payment by
Mon 19 Mar
Fri 13 Apr
Fri 20 Apr
Fri 4 May

Get Exam Ready!
Top Tip #7: It can be really tempting to spend lots of time
making your revision notes look pretty! However, this
can end up detracting from the important task of actually
revising. Yes, take pride in your work. But don’t let colouring
in and using fancy fonts become a means of procrastination.
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This Week’s
Sixth Form News
Students visit York Hospital

Year 13 BTEC Results

Year 12 Health and Social Care students were welcomed into York
Hospital where they spent the day gaining a valuable insight and
experience to the life of working within a hospital. The visit is so
engaging for students that they leave being able to make informed
decisions about their future. With a range of guest speakers,
students were able to learn about who contributes to patient care,
how careers can progress when joining the NHS, volunteering and
about how staff are looked after by independent bodies. The tour of
the hospital was fantastic, going into areas that many students have
never seen and areas where students are longing for a career.

The majority of our Year 13 BTEC students received external
assessment results this week. These make up part of their overall
grade in the Summer. One-to-one meetings are taking place over
the next few days to ensure students understand their current
position and what can be done to support progress and maximise
overall outcomes. They have worked incredibly hard – a huge well
done!

Key Dates
Second Sixth Form Parents’Evening
Year 13 Leavers’Day
Year 12 Internal Assessment week

Wednesday 11 April
Friday 25 May
w/c Monday 2 July

UCAS Key Dates

Sixth Form Parents’Evening - Reminder
Please be reminded that this is now Wednesday 11 April, 3.457.30pm.

2 May: If you receive all your university/college decisions by 31
March you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be
declined.
7 June: If you receive all your university/college decisions by 3 May
you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be declined.
21 June: If you receive all your university/college decisions by
7 June you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be
declined.

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award - At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort. Each week, Heads of Year select
two members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort
where students have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school. Winners of the
Gold Award will receive a weekly prize. The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.
Joe Taylor, 7Cm - For his compassion, support and care for other
students. Well done! Mrs Edmondson
Isabelle Stockdale, 7Hf - For for her fantastic contributions to
musical performances both in and out of school. Well done! Mrs
Edmondson
Kitty Ogden, 8Wr - Kitty continues to be a hardworking,
conscientious student who is always smiling. She wrote the form
prayer and takes a leadership role in many other form activities.
Well done Kitty. Mrs Avey
Charles Ting, 8Ja - Charles is a polite, well-mannered student
who is reliable, conscientious and has a positive approach to
everything; a credit to the year group. Well done Charles. Mrs
Avey
James Saunders, 9Ay - Well done to James being such an
outstanding member of the form group and leading the merits
charts with over 220 merits! Mr Wiles
Ava Branton, 9Al - Well done to Ava for her good focus and
positive attitude across the curriculum. Mr Wiles

Ellie Driscoll, 10Mb - For her consistent effort and diligence
across all subject areas and a positive role model in form. Miss
Turvey

Dylan Bloomfield, 10Bki - Dylan has great motivation and
consistent resilience in all subjects. Miss Turvey
Harrison Pincombe, 11Sw - For his consistent effort and
commitment to study. He has been nominated by several
teachers this week, reflecting the esteem in which they hold him.
Mr Williams
Henry Hudson, 11Ap - For Henry’s level of commitment to his
studies. All his teachers speak highly of him and comment upon
how hard he is working. Mr Williams
George Myers, 12Lv - For his hard work, great attitude in lessons
and commitment to the Sixth Form. Well done! Mrs HopkinsonKearney
Rachel Clark, 12Da - For her positive attitude, always being willing
to volunteer and good mock results. Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney
Sinem Kavak, 13Os - Sinem always has a positive attitude towards
her studies and has developed tremendously in Year 13. Well
done! Miss De Lashley
Tamzin Rhodes, 13Nc - Tamzin is working really hard towards her
summer exams and fast approaching coursework deadlines. An
excellent role model. Miss De Lashley
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You may be aware, as part of BBC School Report, students were asked to write a news article about a story that sparked their interest over half term
which they found inspirational in some way. Here’s Prisha’s take on the tragic events that took place in Florida, which have once again sparked
worldwide debate about America’s laws on gun control…

Florida shooting (http://www.foxnews.com/us/2018/02/28/florida-school-shooting-timeline.html)
My opinion on this article is that it reflected what people of the US feel toward gun violence and school shootings… it’s
repetitive, almost as if the news of a school shooting has lost the shocked feeling which has been replaced by a sense of
anger, desperation and pure sadness. The article by Fox News goes on to talk about each event that unfolded from the
shooter entering the school to the school recently reopening. It merely states the fact and leaves, letting all the content do
the speaking. Such as Donald Trump’s tweet “My prayer and condolence go out to the family of the victims.” Why must he
tweet this, rather than personally saying it or reforming the gun laws regarding the Second Amendment? Is the Second
Amendment or peoples‘ need for guns more important than the lives of students? Donald Trump’s need to tweet almost
seems like something to fuel his self-pride. He addresses problems, but lacks the action taken to resolve them, clearly seen in
his tweet about how the shooter showed signs of violent behaviour and looked to blame the authorities. Yet once again fails to do anything about
the mental health service available. It’s truly frustrating to see this‘leader’focus on the consequences rather than look at the causes.
A: How about doing more about mental health rather than blaming it later?
B: Why was an 18-year-old with a clear record of past violent behaviour able to obtain a semi-automatic highly customisable Ar-15.?

PLEASE SHARE: If you would like to share students’ achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org. It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Sports Corner
Year 9 Rugby
The Year 9 boys participated in the most recent RFU festival last
Thursday, coming up against some very tough competition.
Although they were beaten by the in-form Manor School team,
they never gave up and played really well.
Alongside some of the more experienced rugby players, we
had a couple of new additions to the squad; Nathan Bidgood
and Taylor Bell. Both students were very impressive, with Taylor
showing his speed, agility and strength throughout the three
games.

Netball
The U12 Netball team have had a fantastic season and have
improved immensely from their first game. Even though
neither team were able to produce a win on this occasion
against Jo Ro, they showed excellent team work, persistence
and compassion for one another. Star players were Lauren
Taylor and Bianca Sirbu. Well done ladies.

OF THE WEEK
Les produits bio: Phrase of the week - meaning ‘organic
products’. Bio- comes from the Greek‘bios-‘, meaning‘life’.

@AHSChaplaincy: Students from @
AHSYork asking lots of questions on their
visit to @KMCmadhyamaka Buddhist
centre in Pocklington
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Literacy News
AHS English Writing Blog

Blog Post of the Week

Students are warmly invited and encouraged to
visit the new AHS English writing blog at www.
ahswriting.wordpress.com.
Here, students can explore examples of their
teachers’writing, as well as having the opportunity to submit their own
writing to be read by peers and teachers. Students are encouraged to
submit examples of their own personal, creative writing, or pieces they
have done in class and are proud of. Through the blog, students can
then read and comment on each other’s work, or directly Tweet their
writing to the AHS English Twitter feed.
All students need to do is click on the ‘Submit Writing’ button on the
main menu, type it up or copy and paste it from a document, and wait
for it to be approved by their teacher. After that, their writing will appear
on the website for all to read!

By Gabriella Moore, 9Mc
https://wordpress.com/read/feeds/75998528/posts/1788291106

Accelerated Reader Results
Congratulations to our quizzers of the week – they have been awarded
for the number of quizzes completed and the accuracy of their quizzes.
All students should aim to average 85%.
Form Quizzes
Group taken

Top Quizzer

Points
per Form

7Bl

153

Thomas Wilson

873

7Bm

206

Dylan Pottage

1029

7By

83

George Edwards

423

7Cy

180

Bea Small

854

7Gr

8

Neve Mitchell

658

7Hf

199

Amal Salman

1079

7Hv

110

Jessica Dickinson

457

7Kx

107

Laura Barber

673

7NTh

102

Laila McIntyre

547

7Wm

167

Scarlett Parkins

886

World Book Day
World Book Day has been rescheduled for Tuesday 20 March.

Non-Uniform Day
Tuesday 20 March will be a Non-Uniform
Day. Students are warmly invited to
come to school dressed as their favourite
character. Monies raised will be donated to
the Book Trust Charity who seek to provide books and reading schemes
to children in the UK (https://www.booktrust.org.uk/).

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort
merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’:
KS3 French - Ben Bellerby, 8Kd
KS3 German - Jessica Darke, 7NTh
KS4 French - Abi Robinson, 11Sw
KS4 German - Amy Bettles, 10Ha
KS4 Spanish - Amelie Mackender, 10Gs

A bitter chill lurked in the atmosphere causing
shivers to dash up my spine rapidly; it was a
raw evening. Rotting wood, mouldy moss,
dampness – the aroma wasn’t pleasant yet
I inhaled the abominable fragrance as if it
was an appealing peachy perfume. The
deafening silence ran rings around my eerie
surroundings constantly reminding me that I
was alone. Isolated. However, the occasional
whisper from the curious birds took me by surprise, but reassured
me of life, reality. Creeping closer, deeper into the woods it got colder.
The once coal sky – illuminated by tiny specks of light faded into a
harsher, inky blackness. Bare branches spiked my pale skin so deep
it bled, constantly. Thick, sticky blood leaked from my wound and
I could smell bitter sweetness, knowing that if I was to return home,
my mother would yell at the stains on my floral blouse. My vision was
blurred from the sheer darkness, but I could make out the remains of a
house. Was it that house?
Two years ago…
Giggles filled the outside woods; the soft curls of my friend’s mousy
blonde hair was damp with perspiration and the anticipation of the
stunt. Flicking my auburn locks aside I joined in the chant “Jenny,
Jenny, Jenny!” Remembering her fingers shake like a kitten tormented
by a young child with a ball of wool. Seeing her rosy cheeks fade into
veiny green as if she was a horse being whipped. Feeling the hesitance
and anxiety roaring around her. Watching her fall, descending to her
death.
Sneaking closer timidly, I could hear the rustle of the wind bullying the
weak trees as they would creak with every slight blow. There was dark
spruce planks stacked harmoniously by the side of what I could make
out as an abandoned cottage (the kind my father would tell me about
when I was little in children’s books). Clutching my icy hands together
I proceeded to seek shelter.
“Jenny, no!” I screamed as I darted to her corpse, tears dripping off my
face like a wet dog shaking his coat after swimming. Her body lay still.
Motionless. This was all my fault.
The house stood as still as Jenny lay on that dreadful evening. It had
a cracked roof that I could guess collapsed due to a storm. I exhaled
all hope and slouched down on a damp, dank, dewy tree stump and
gazed at the plain sky. The foul temperature continued descending to
my hindrance; it must have been around midnight. Peering inside the
window from a distance I could see movement.
“Jenny?”I whimpered. “Autumn, I have been expecting you…”

Archbishop Holgate’s School…
working for Justice and Compassion
Easter Eggs - In addition to our usual giving, this Lent we are collecting
Easter Eggs for York families who need to use the food bank. Every form
is challenged to collect the loose change of each member of the class
in order to purchase one or more Easter eggs – 20p, 50p, £1. A small
egg may be given to an individual child, a larger egg may be given to a
family to share. Families are also very welcome to purchase Easter Eggs
themselves and donate them at Reception. All eggs will be gratefully
received. Thank you for your help this Lent 2018.
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Year 8 Art displayed at York Minster
The Year 8 Able, Gifted and Talented Art group have been working hard this term to create a set of illustrations for York Minster. The group of 11
students produced a set of beautifully cut lino prints that illustrate the Stations Of The Cross and these will be exhibited in Dean’s Park outside the
Minster during Easter. Cannon Michael Smith said that he and his team were ‘delighted with the work’. Mr Nicholson would like to thank the
dedication of the students who worked so hard to ensure that the project was completed successfully.

Any old football kit?
Vacancies
General Kitchen Assistant (2 posts)
Post 1 - 18.75 hpw, term time only (10.30-2.15, Monday to Friday)
Post 2 - 23.75 hpw, term time only (10.00-2.45, Monday to Friday)
Both posts attract the living wage of £8.45 per hour

Specialist School Assistant - BSL Signer (Level 2)
32.5 hpw, term time only
Grade 4 - £12,481-£13,598 pa (this is the pro rata salary)

Specialist School Assistant - BSL Signer (Level 3)
15 hpw, term time only
Grade 6 - £6,930-£7,844 pa (this is the pro rata salary)

Invigilation Coordinator
Grade 5 Level 1 - £18,338 pa (actual salary - £3,056)
Two month contract only, required from 30 April to 29 June 2018
For more information visit
www.archbishopholgates.org/our-school/vacancies/
Enhanced DBS check will be required

Very soon, Year 10 students will be heading to Cape Town to engage in
community work. We would like to take the following items to assist
the communities that we will be working with: football boots, football
kit, baby clothes, knitted baby blankets, good quality soft toys, surplus
medium suitcases (NB: These will NOT be returned). Any donations will
be gratefully received. Thank you.

London Musicals Trip
Last week 40 students and boarded a coach to London for 2 days. They
had a packed itinerary: Day 1 saw a trip to the Science Museum and
dinner at Bubba Gump’s restaurant before checking into the Lyceum
Theatre to see The Lion King. We couldn’t have asked for better seats
as we were rows B, C, D & E in the stalls! The puppetry was just out
of this world. On Day 2 we were up early to participate in a West End
Workshop at Danceworks. Small groups worked together to come
up with their own dramatisation of a scene from School of Rock (very
handy given our school musical!) before having a Q&A session with
one of the dancers from the previous nights’ production. After lunch
in Covent Garden we went to the New London Theatre to see School
of Rock. Amazingly, students still had the energy to entertain on the
coach with their singing the entire way back to York! Everyone had a
really enjoyable time.

Do you have a pre-teen or a teenager?
Many parents find adolescence the most
demanding time in their relationship with their
child. There are many new challenges to face
and it’s often hard to know what to do for the
best. Family Matters York are running a 5-week
course for parents of pre-teens and teenagers to look at some of the
issues and how to survive! When: Mondays 16, 23, 30 Apr, 14, 21 May,
7.30-9.30pm, at Archbishop Holgate’s School, Hull road, York, YO10
5ZA.
To book a place or for any further information contact Helen Atkinson
on 07393 147259 or email: helenatkinson@fmy.org.uk. The course is
free to attend thanks to generous funding from Archbishop Holgate’s
School Foundation Governors.

Music Stars of the Month
Well done to the following students:
KS5 - Rob Hindle for excellent technical
support and stage management for
Music productions
KS4 - Ellie Pegram and Ellie Mae Robson
for commitment to completing their
coursework
KS3 - Geroge Burt for unending energy in
the school show
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