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Thursday 22 March 2018

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or

Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

Head’s Introduction

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy 
Easter break and we look forward to welcoming 
students back on Tuesday 10 April.

As well as enjoying the break, a reminder that 
students with GCSE/A Level exams, will need to 
find time to revise.

Thank you to everyone who has worked hard 
to help prepare for the Easter Services tomorrow, this has involved 
students from all year groups.

A polite reminder to visitors to the school site that they DO NOT drive 
up to Reception (unless they require disabled access), to please use the 
main car park.  If dropping off or collecting students at the start/end of 
the school day, please do not come onto site.  The school is very busy at 
these times.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been 
thinking about the Christian festival of Easter.  One of the quotes we 
have spent some time thinking about is:

“For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  
The Bible, John 3:16

To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Fri 23 Mar

Tue 10 Apr

Tue 10 Apr

Wed 11 Apr

16-27 Apr

Wed 18 Apr

School finishes at 3.10pm

Y8 girls’ HPV (2nd dose)

Y7 Parents’ SLT Drop-in, Pathfinder Suite,

4.00-6.00pm

Y12 and Y13 Parents’ Evening, Main Hall, 

3.45-7.30pm

Y10 Work Experience

Y9 Parents’ Evening, Main Hall, 3.45-7.30pm

Upcoming Events

British Science Week 2018
British Science Week 2018 celebrations continue...  Last Thursday around 
120 students enjoyed ‘Demo Day!’  A handful of our wonderful Sixth 
Form scientists took over the science department during the lunchtime 
to showcase their favourite science experiments.  Students enjoyed the 
screaming jelly baby, whoosh bottle and dissections to name a few.  A 
huge thank you to our Sixth Formers for leading Demo Day this year, it 
was fantastic!

The week concluded on Monday with the 
RAF bringing their Roadshow to AHS.  They 
used a number of interactive demonstrations 
including a virtual reality headset and a mini jet 
engine to bring the RAF to life in our main hall.

School of Rock
Despite the best efforts of the snow, the show went on - eventually!  
It was a great success and the children and staff all worked incredibly 
hard in fairly challenging circumstances!  The singing, dancing and 
instrument playing was amazing, credit must be given to all the 
children involved, whether in the amazing pit band, as part of the 
exceptional technical and backstage crew or on the stage itself.  It 
was a culmination of months of work and collaboration and this really 
showed in the quality of the performances.  A huge ‘Well Done’ and a 
gold star to all involved! 
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Year 11 Rewards
Each week,  teachers identify students who are going above and beyond 
in their lessons.  The following students have all been nominated by 
teachers for demonstrating exceptional effort in their lessons.  Well 
done!   Vouchers will be awarded to:

 Kai Vignau  Bailey Saxton
 Melissa Seavers  Tom Smith
 Eve Merriam  Katie Astle
 Bryn Martin  Charlotte Fox

The following students will have their work displayed on the school’s  
‘Wall of Excellence’:

 Kai Vignau  Kevin Fu
 Mohammed Douba Bailey Saxton
 Bailey Saxton  Carmen Sharples
 Charlie Cain   Charlie Jebson King
 Kaitlyn Winterburn Kieran Skelton
 Mae Tipping   Maria Topping
 Maisie Outhart   Marcus Horner
 Melissa Seavers   Rhean Kearney
 Tash Smith  Ben Kennedy
 Erika Pearse  Jacob Morrell 
 Joe Atkins  Tom Smith
 Umut Aktas   Alisha Ingledew 
 Brogan Newton  Alesha Bibby
 Chloe Rochester  Eve Merriam
 Natalie Roberts  George Robson
 Ellie Gray   Ellie Jenkinson 
 Katie Astle  Megan Haslehurst 
 Zuha Naveed  Bryn Martin
 Evie Milner  Fraser Horn
 Korben Wilson  Lauren Smith
 Leah Chapman  Charlotte Fox
 Connor O’Donnovan Nick Harrison

Year 11 Revision
A reminder about the Parents’ Revision Skills Evening on Thursday 22 
March.   The evening starts at 6.00pm in the Sixth Form Library and will 
aim to cover a range of issues, providing you with information that will 
be useful as you support your child in this important time.

The evening will make clear study leave arrangements for Year 11, 
provide information about exam timetables, revision sessions in each 
subject area and also offer general advice in supporting your child to 
develop effective study skills.  We look forward to seeing lots of parents 
at what is sure to be a useful and informative evening.  The Senior 
Leadership Team will be present with Mr Williams (Head of Year); Mrs 
Chappell (Pastoral Support Worker); Mrs McMurdo (Able, Gifted and 
Talented) and Miss De Lashley (Director of Sixth Form), all of whom will 
be glad to answer questions and offer support. 

World Book Day
On Tuesday, staff at Archbishop Holgate’s donned their fancy dress 
outfits in aid of national World Book Day.  Although World Book Day 
was officially celebrated on Thursday 1 March, we were unable to take 
part due to the adverse weather.  However, we didn’t want to miss out 
so we decided to rearrange the day in order to coincide with National 
Storytelling Week.  The day was a huge success; the excitement and 
enthusiasm from both staff and students was great, there was a real 
buzz around books!  Staff were dressed as a range of characters, both 
famous and obscure, in order to encourage students to engage in 
discussions around reading.  As part of the day, students competed 
to identify as many characters as they could around school.  The 
winning student will receive a £20 book token.  Adding to this, every 
student was also given a £1 book token which can be redeemed 
at various locations as specified on the World Book Day website: 
http://worldbookday.com/books/use-of-tokens/.  During afternoon 
registration, students enjoyed their weekly DEAR (Drop Everything and 
Read) time, tested their literary knowledge with a quiz, and discussed 
their favourite books with form tutors.  Celebrations were at their peak 
in the library, with students enjoying 
a range of book-themed activities.  
Some students took part in a ‘Design a 
Book Token’ competition whilst others 
helped to raise money for Book Trust, a fantastic charity dedicated to 
changing lives through books.  Book Trust transforms lives by getting 
children and families reading.  Book Trust is the UK’s largest children’s 
reading charity.  Each year they reach 3.4 million children across the UK 
with books, resources and support to help develop a love of reading, 
because they know that reading can transform lives.

Our students did their bit by paying £1 to come in non-uniform with 
all proceeds going to this fantastic charity.  Overall, everyone had a 
fantastic day. 

We spoke to Year 7 students to get their reactions:

-  What did you enjoy about the day? I loved seeing the teachers 
dressed up as different characters!

-  What do you get out of the day?  It inspired me to read more books. 
Every form had DEAR time, so it was great to have time to read.

-  What was your favourite teacher costume and why?  Mr Brown, who 
was dressed as Snape; Miss Evans, who was dressed as The Woman 
in Black.  The whole class screamed when they walked into her 
classroom!; I really liked Mrs Adamson’s costume.  She was dressed as 
Princess Fiona from Shrek.

Get Exam Ready! 
Top Tip #8:  If you are stuck on something or are lacking notes 
on a particular topic, use the internet, the help of friends and 
family to find out the answers.  This problem solving, rather 
thank simply asking for a copy of the answers from a teacher, 
will reinforce your learning and revision.  Take ownership of 
your work!
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Key Dates
Second Sixth Form Parents’ Evening       Wednesday 11 April
Year 13 Leavers’ Day        Friday 25 May
Year 12 Internal Assessment week       w/c Monday 2 July

Sixth Form Parents’ Evening
Please be reminded that this is the first Wednesday back after the 
Easter break.  If you wish to have an appointment please do get 
in touch

Rewards and Recognition

The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select 

two members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort 

where students have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the 

Gold Award will receive a weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Bradley Ray, 7Cy -  For his commitment to the school community 
in supporting ticket sales for the school show.  Well done!  Mrs 
Edmondson

James Tipping, 7By - For his commitment to the school 
community in supporting ticket sales for the school show.  Well 
done!  Mrs Edmondson

Arthur Sharpe, 8Dn - For his amazing performance in School of 
Rock.  Mrs Avey

Leoni Hinchcliffe, 8Wr -  For her excellent assessment writing and 
for getting her saga published.  Well done!  Mrs Avey

Ray Harrison, 9Hp -  For his entertaining and effective delivery 
of the quiz last Friday and for his commitment to the gym.  Mr 
Lamb and Mr Conway

Grace Edmondson, 9Hp - For  her generous contribution to the 
Easter Egg Foodbank collection.  Miss Harper.

Katie Machen, 11Br - For her consistent effort and commitment 
to extra-curricular activities.  Well done!  Miss Turvey 

Eloise Reading, 11Pi - For consistent effort and hard work in extra-

curricular activities.  Well done!  Miss Turvey 

Bryn Martin, 11Sw -  A stunning performance as the lead in the 

school show whilst keeping up-to-date with all his work.  Well 

done!  Mr Williams 

Carmen Sharples, 11Ap -  For her continued commitment to extra 

maths revision.  It will make all the difference!  Mr Williams 

Harry Hardstaff, 12Le -  For his excellent contribution to the school 

show.  Well done!  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney 

Erin Snowden, 12Yg -  For fantastic effort in practice assignments 

for Unit 2 exam preparation.  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney 

Bryony Lewis-Ogden, 13Nc - For great independent study and a 

consistent approach to her work.  Miss De Lashley 

Alex Masson Walker, 13Nc -  For excellent time management with 

no negation on the highest standard.  Well done.  Miss De Lashley 

UCAS Key Dates
2 May:  If you receive all your university/college decisions by 31 March you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be declined. 

7 June:  If you receive all your university/college decisions by 3 May you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be declined. 

21 June:  If you receive all your university/college decisions by 7  June you must reply to any offers by this date or they will be declined.

Happy Easter!
It has been a short term, but a hard one.  Students have worked 
incredibly hard since Christmas to make steady and secure 
progress.  This is a well-earned break where I hope students are 
able to enjoy each other’s company.  This is a valuable break that 
allows plenty of time to reflect and re-focus.  Study timetables 
should be adapted and adhered to and attendance at a number 
of support sessions taking place in school over the holiday is 
strongly encouraged. 

Exam Timetables
These have been issued this week.  If there are any discrepancies 
or queries then please get in touch with the Sixth Form.

Year 13 March Mock Results
Students have been given individual subject results by their class 
teachers with feedback.  Copies of results for your reference have 
been issued this week.  If you have not received this information,  
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

 
 

Post-industrial economy:  Phrase of the week - meaning 
a period of growth within an industrialised nation in which 
the relative importance of manufacturing reduces and 
that of services grows.  Eco-: comes from the Greek ‘oikos’, 
meaning ‘house’.

OF THE WEEK

BBC School Report 

Last Thursday, our fabulous BBC School Report students spent the day completing their video reportages, compiling a student 

newspaper in a day and being interviewed not once, but twice, by BBC Radio York!  You can watch the interview, recorded by Mr 

Lee, as well as check out all of the videos produced on the day at: http://www.archbishopholgates.org/beyond-the-curriculum/

bbcschoolsreport/bbc-school-report-day-2018/

The Newspaper will be available after Easter, once it’s been edited and designed.  There are over 20 reports to 

choose from!!!

A huge ‘WELL DONE’ to all of the students involved – they were superb all day, hence why we called in for 

pizza at lunch – we’re sure busy reporters at the real-life BBC do the same thing…

 

Sports Corner

Volleyball

Good luck to Ben Goodliffe who is 

playing volleyball for Yorkshire in the 

inter-regional competition in Kettering 

during the Easter holidays.  Keep us 

posted!

Modern Biathlon

Aidan and Heidi represented the 

school at the British Schools Modern 

Biathlon Championships at Crystal 

Palace last weekend.  Aidan finished 

10th in the U14B and Heidi came 37th 

in U12G.  Well done to both of them!

New Scoreboard

A very big thank you to former student, 

Andrew Johnson, who has very kindly 

donated an electronic scoreboard to 

the PE department.  The students will 

love this!  Thanks Andrew!

@AHSChaplaincy :  Impressive & 

growing collection of Easter eggs 

for @YorkFoodbank from just one @

AHSSixth_Form tutor group!  Well 

done!
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Literacy News
AHS English Writing Blog
Students are warmly invited and encouraged to 
visit the new AHS English writing blog at www.
ahswriting.wordpress.com.

Here, students can explore examples of their 
teachers’ writing, as well as having the opportunity to submit their own 
writing to be read by peers and teachers.  Students are encouraged to 
submit examples of their own personal, creative writing, or pieces they 
have done in class and are proud of.  Through the blog, students can 
then read and comment on each other’s work, or directly Tweet their 
writing to the AHS English Twitter feed.

All students need to do is click on the ‘Submit Writing’ button on the 
main menu, type it up or copy and paste it from a document, and wait 
for it to be approved by their teacher.  After that, their writing will appear 
on the website for all to read!

Form 
Group

Quizzes 
taken

Top Quizzer
Points 

per Form

7Bl 216 Erin Norris 1044

7Bm 210 Dylan Pottage 1066

7By 86 George Edwards 464

7Cy 186 Yousef Thamer 877

7Gr 150 Jess Taylor 710

7Hf 204 Freddie Boardman 1155

7Hv 111 Mohammed  Jasim 470

7Kx 113 Laura Barber 616

7NTh 103 Maisie Midgley 549

7Wm 172 Leona Harvey 939

Accelerated Reader Results
Congratulations to our quizzers of the week – they have been awarded 
for the number of quizzes completed and the accuracy of their quizzes. 
All students should aim to average 85%. 

Blog Post of the Week
By Abbey Turton,  7Wm

https://wordpress.com/post/ahswriting.
wordpress.com/221By  

I walked in the middle of the group of soldiers, 
guns at the ready.

Squish.  Squash.

The mud was sliding under our boots, sending 
grimacing looks around everyone.

“Corbyn!”  A familiar voice shouted over the loud sound of a gunshot.  
Everyone halted.  Looking at Daniel – then me.  I slipped and stumbled 
as I rushed to my friend.  People say men should be strong; men 
shouldn’t cry, but if your friend was shot, wouldn’t you shed a tear?

I placed my arm over Daniel’s leg, not wanting it to bleed out.  He 
whimpered in pain.  But Daniel CAN’T die!

“Daniel, don’t die, stay.  I need you.  Don’t leave me, please!”  I cried over 
him, my blonde hair dangling over my face, pieces of dirt dripping 
from it.

He’s gone.  He took his last breath saying: “Corbyn, t-tell m-my mother 
I l-love h-e-e-r…”  With that Daniel was gone, invisibly floating up to 
the sky.

I cried and cried and cried.

I screamed my heart out as they pulled me away from his body.  
“Daniel!  Daniel!  Seavey!  NO!”

I was dragged to the floor as they tried to calm me down.  I only 
blanked them out and stared at my best friend; his shot leg.  Blood was 
showing on the muddy, grassy floor.

“I Corbyn Besson, have gathered you here to say goodbye to Daniel, 18 
years of age, killed in the war.  He was our saviour, our light, son, family 
and best friend.  We will miss Daniel James Seavey.  He died too soon, 
for the wrong reasons.  We love you!”  I cried out.  I was in front of his 
coffin, looking down on him.  I took off my hat, pulling it to my heart, 
and stood with his crying mother as she threw her poppies to him.

As we looked over him, peacefully sleeping his never-ending, dark 
slumber, the sky cleared up, it stopped raining and the sun shone.  It 
told us that Daniel is here – he’s telling us he’s keeping us away from 
the bad.

“Rest in peace Daniel, we love you dearly,” his mother whispered as he 
was lowered, deeper, to be alone and peaceful.

The birds stopped chirping after that – stopped singing their 
beautiful songs.  The sky kept sad and grey, the city dead.  The happy, 
adventurous kids turned sad, not playing outside anymore.  People 
were forgetting about Daniel.

Games Workshop
Since the start of this year, AHS has developed 
a fast growing Games Workshop, card and 
boarding gaming community.  With numbers 
hitting around 30, students from all years are 
learning new games, skills and friendships.  It has 
been credit to all to see the two clubs prosper.  
This has also led to a few of the gamers setting 

up a new club for 
Dungeons and Dragons which is about 
to start after Easter.  With games ranging 
from Pokémon, surviving hoards of 
zombies to learning how to paint, these 
clubs are for all.  Everyone is welcome. 
Mr Sheridan

Equipment Reminder
Just a reminder that all students should be bringing a pen, 
pencil, ruler and scientific calculator to maths lessons.  Now 
that we’re getting to exam season, it’s important that Year 
11 students especially know how their own calculator 
works and has practised using it for exam type questions 
during lessons.  Ideally, they should also have a protractor 
and a pair of compasses too.  Thank you for your support 
with this.
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Vacancies

General Kitchen Assistant (2 posts)
Post 1 - 18.75 hpw, term time only (10.30-2.15, Monday to Friday)
Post 2 - 23.75 hpw, term time only (10.00-2.45, Monday to Friday)

Both posts attract the living wage of £8.45 per hour

Specialist School Assistant - BSL Signer (Level 2)
32.5 hpw, term time only

Grade 4 - £12,481-£13,598 pa (this is the pro rata salary)

Specialist School Assistant - BSL Signer (Level 3)
15 hpw, term time only

Grade 6 - £6,930-£7,844 pa (this is the pro rata salary)

For more information visit
www.archbishopholgates.org/our-school/vacancies/

Enhanced DBS check will be required

Do you have a pre-teen or a teenager?
Many parents find adolescence the most 
demanding time in their relationship with their 
child.   There are many new challenges to face 
and it’s often hard to know what to do for the 
best.  Family Matters York are running a 5-week 
course for parents of pre-teens and teenagers to look at some of the 
issues and how to survive!  When:  Mondays 16, 23, 30 Apr, 14, 21 May, 
7.30-9.30pm, at Archbishop Holgate’s School, Hull road, York, YO10 
5ZA.

To book a place or for any further information contact Helen Atkinson 
on 07393 147259 or email: helenatkinson@fmy.org.uk.  The course is 
free to attend thanks to generous funding from Archbishop Holgate’s 
School Foundation Governors.

Any old football kit?
Very soon, Year 10 students will be heading to Cape Town to engage in 
community work.  We would like to take the following items to assist 
the communities that we will be working with:  football boots, football 
kit, baby clothes, knitted baby blankets, good quality soft toys, surplus 
medium suitcases (NB: These will NOT be returned).  Any donations 
will be gratefully received.  Thank you.

Term Dates
2018
Summer Term 2018
Staff Training Day -  Monday 9 April 2018 (School closed to students)

Students restart -  Tuesday 10 April 2018
May Bank Holiday -  Monday 7 May 2018
Half Term -  28 May – 1 June 2018 (inclusive)

Term Ends -  Friday 20 July 2018

2018/19
Autumn Term 2018
Staff Training Day - Monday 3 September 2018 (School closed to students)

Students restart - Tuesday 4 September 2018
(Staff Training Day  - Date to be confirmed)
Half Term - 29 October - 2 November 2018 (inclusive)

Term Ends - Friday 21 December 2018

Spring Term 2019
Staff Training Day - Monday 7 January 2019 (School closed to students)

Students restart - Tuesday 8 January 2019
Half Term - 25 February - 1 March 2019 (inclusive)

Term Ends - Friday 12 April 2019

Summer Term 2019
Staff Training Day -  Monday 29 April 2019 (School closed to students)

Students restart -  Tuesday 30 April 2019
May Bank Holiday -  Monday 6 May 2019
Half Term -  27-31 May 2019 (inclusive)

Term Ends -  Friday 19 July 2019

Yorkshire Bach Choir
On Saturday, 11 of our students braved the blizzards to go to St 
Michael Le Belfry Church and listen to the Yorkshire Bach Choir and 
Yorkshire Baroque soloists perform Bach’s St John Passion.  This was 
to give context to some of the music we are currently studying.  The 
audience and choir members were full of compliments about how 
well behaved our students were and how lovely it was to see younger 
people at the concert.  The conductor gave a short demonstration 
to the students on the harpsichord and the lead violinist showed 
students her baroque violin which uses treated sheep guts for strings!  
They were a credit to the school.

Student Success
Congratulations to Oliver Pugh who gained Grade 5 Distinction on 
Saxophone.

Best of the Bands
Last Friday Amelia Barber (Year 10) competed in the Best of the 
Bands with Tang Hall Smart and came third.  The band played Riptide 
and Pressure (an original).  They were then judged on appearance, 
musicality and skill.  Two bands from the RockGod Academy, who 
rehearse on a Tuesday night at Archbishop’s and involves lots of 
AHS students also performed.  All were praised for their excellent 
performances.  Well done to all involved.
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