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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or

Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

Head’s Introduction

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

It was good to welcome everyone back 
after the Easter break ready for another 
busy term ahead at Archbishop Holgate’s.  
Thank you to those staff and students 
who gave up their time during Easter for 
Revision Sessions.

Thank you also to those parents who attended the Year 12 
and 13 Parents’ Evening last night, we hope the evening was 
helpful in preparing for these important examinations.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have 
been thinking about ‘Injustice’.  One of the quotes we have 
spent some time thinking about is:

“In matters of truth and justice, there 
is no difference between large and 
small problems, for issues concerning 
the treatment of people are all the 
same.”   Albert Einstein, German-born 
physicist

To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to 
your phone or other electronic device sign up to @
AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

16-27 Apr

Wed 18 Apr

Y10 Work Experience

Y9 Parents’ Evening, Main Hall, 3.45-7.30pm

Upcoming Events

Any old football kit?
Very soon, Year 10 students will be heading to Cape Town to engage in 
community work.  We would like to take the following items to assist 
the communities that we will be working with:  football boots, football 
kit, baby clothes, knitted baby blankets, good quality soft toys, surplus 
medium suitcases (NB: These will NOT be returned).  Any donations will 
be gratefully received.  Thank you.

Huge Easter donation to York Foodbank
We sent off another van full of donations to York Foodbank, just months 
after our pre-Christmas donation.  We are proud to be the only York 
school to have a permanent, all year round, Foodbank collection point.  
As usual the boxes of donations contained lots of tinned goods, loads 
of pasta, plenty of cereal and many other things too.  Our primary 
focus before end of term had been a collection of Easter eggs for the 
Foodbank.  Each form in school had been challenged to work together 
to bring in a few eggs.  In addition, individual staff and pupils had 
donated too.  This meant we were able to send several hundred Easter 
eggs to the Foodbank, surpassing the number collected last year.

The Director of York Foodbank, said: “We are delighted to be working 
with Archbishop Holgate's School.  The school firmly holds the values of 
compassion and giving, and they have a community focussed outlook.  
York Foodbank is a great fit with this ethos.  We have had some great 
collections from the families and staff of Archbishop Holgate’s, and as 
we rely on the public for all of our food, their contributions are always 
greatly received.  In particular, we are overwhelmed by the amount of 
Easter eggs donated from the school this year, what a fantastic effort!  
We are looking forward to giving them out to our families, and want to 
send out thanks to everyone who donated.”

Richard Nihill, Chaplain at 
Archbishop Holgate’s, said: 
“A big thank you to everyone 
who donated Easter eggs.  As 
we looked forward to Easter 
we encouraged everyone 
in our school community to 
reflect on how we all like a little 
treat as well as life’s necessities.  
It is great that we can help York Foodbank with basic food items that 
people need, but it is also appropriate that people can have a treat that 
enables them to really feel valued.  This firmly fits with our school values 
of Justice and Compassion.”

Music Success
Congratulations to the following students on passing their music 
exams:

Peter Carr - Grade 3 Guitar
Alex Callaghan - Grade 7 Violin

Sophie Atkin - Grade 3 Flute
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Year 11 Rewards
Each week,  teachers identify students who are going above and beyond 
in their lessons.  The following students have all been nominated by 
teachers for demonstrating exceptional effort in their lessons.  Well 
done!   Vouchers will be awarded to:

 Courtney Mainprize  Kaitlyn Winterburn
 Emma Gilbert   Lily Tibble
 Amy Johnson   Megan Haslehurst
 Lily Fernandez   Kharys Day

The following students will have their work displayed on the school’s  
‘Wall of Excellence’:

 Charlie Cain   Alex Hay
 Courtney Mainprize  Faisal Faisal 
 Kevin Fu    Mohammed Douba
 Nita Jashari   Sam Cooper 
 Tom Hields   Amelia Nearey
 Evie Scotter   Lia Thompson 
 Carmen Sharples    Daniel Graham
 Kaitlyn Winterburn  Isabelle Shutt
 Yvie Wilson Moss   Charlotte Deighton
 Emma Gilbert   Gabbie Miller 
 Adam Jackson   Alisha Ingledew
 Kate Coupland    Kian Oliver
 Lily Tibble   Megan Heather 
 Alesha Bibby   Amy Johnson
 Ben Pateman    Chloe Hardcastle 
 Kitty May   Natalie Roberts
 Piotr Jazdzewski   Aasiyah Surve 
 Alice Wainwright   Edward Amihaiesi
 Issac Hudson   Leo Smith 
 Megan Haslehurst   Ellie Heppell
 Amelia Mclaren   Ben Goodliffe 
 Bryan Martin   Elizabeth Tunnicliffe
 Ellie Pegram   Evie Milner
 Harrison Pincombe   Harry Jackson 
 Imogen Lewis Ogden  Korben Wilson
 Lauren Jamieson    Lily Fernandez
 Rebecca Mardall    Sophie Kirkman
 Oliver Coleman   Annie Thompson 
 Betul Kilic   Charlotte Fox
 Iona Ffrench-Adam  Jensen Brown
 Kharys Day   Nele Haendlmayer

Get Exam Ready! 
Top Tip #9: Short bursts of revision are far more effective 
than spending hours on one particular topic or subject.  If 
you know that your concentration lapses after half an hour, 
then have a short break at this point.  But remember: it is 
important to build up exam resilience, so you need to build 
in time to practice full length questions.

Padlet
As a school we have created an easily accessible online collection of 
revision resources by department (and key stage where relevant), 
using Padlets. 

Each one features links to revision resources such as recommended 
revision guides/websites/videos and past papers.  Any new Padlets will 
be advertised in the Newsletter.  All available via: https://padlet.com/
AHSPadlet.  Padlet works best on Chrome and Firefox browsers (avoid 
using Internet Explorer where possible as they may not load correctly).

Skiing 2019
Ski 19 will be to Formigal in the Spanish Pyrenees.  
The trip will be over the Spring Half Term, 
departing by coach on Saturday 23 February and 
returning on Sunday 3 March.  The all inclusive 
cost will be £900.  Forms will be available from 
Main Reception from Friday 13 April.  They 
must be returned, fully completed, to the Sixth 
Form Reception as soon as possible.  At present, 
numbers are limited to 40 and will be allocated on a first come, first 
served basis.  Additional names will be placed on a reserve list.  To 
secure a place on the trip a deposit of £100 must be paid by Thursday 
26 April.  Please contact Mr Gladstone if you have any questions.

Bike hub @AHS
Over the last two terms a small group 
of students have been working with Mr 
Conway on a collection of children’s bikes 
to donate to York Besom.  Just before Easter 
they donated another batch of bikes, taking 
the total donated to over 30.  Besom are 
currently giving these bikes to some of the 
less fortunate children in York, some of whom have only dreamed of 
owning a bike.  A special thank you to James Docwra, Will Leonard, 
Adam Wong and Thomas Reed for their hard work and dedication.

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Year 8 Art displayed at York Minster
Over Easter the Year 8 Gifted and Talented Art Group had their lino cut 
prints exhibited in Dean’s Park outside York Minster.  The illustrations 
of the Stations of the Cross formed part of the Minster’s Good Friday 
Service and were on display for two weeks.  Cannon Michael Smith 
from York Minster wrote to the students to say that the artwork that 
they produced was magnificent.

Bright Sparks Learning Challenges
Again, this half term, we continue 
to seek ways to extend students’ 
learning beyond the curriculum, 
with our ‘Bright Sparks’ challenges.  These challenges are set every 
half term and will cover a range of skills, subjects and learning styles.   
Students in Year 7 are invited to complete up to 3 challenges, with the 
winner receiving a £10 voucher and all those involved being invited to 
breakfast with Mr Daly.   Last term’s winners were Chloe Ward, Kyle Taylor 
and Grace Wilson.  We hope our young people will enjoy the challenge 
of learning in a different way and the freedom to structure their work 
however they choose.  The new challenges are available on the VLE, 
Twitter, notice boards and in the Library.  Students are welcome to 
submit their entries ASAP to Mr Lever before half-term.

Do you have a pre-teen or a teenager?
Many parents find adolescence the most 
demanding time in their relationship with their 
child.   There are many new challenges to face 
and it’s often hard to know what to do for the 
best.  Family Matters York are running a 5-week 
course for parents of pre-teens and teenagers to look at some of the 
issues and how to survive!  When:  Mondays 16, 23, 30 Apr, 14, 21 May, 
7.30-9.30pm, at Archbishop Holgate’s School, Hull road, York, YO10 
5ZA.

To book a place or for any further information contact Helen Atkinson 
on 07393 147259 or email: helenatkinson@fmy.org.uk.  The course is 
free to attend thanks to generous funding from Archbishop Holgate’s 
School Foundation Governors.

Parents’ Evening
Thank you for your attendance this week. If you were 
unable to attend and would like an update on your son/
daughter’s progress then please get in touch. 

Attendance
We appreciate your support in ensuring students are in 
school.  With real assessments just around the corner it 
is vital that attendance is prioritised and students are 
accessible to their subject teachers for support and 
guidance. 

Year 12 Summer Exams
(including BTEC assessments)
Year 12 will be sitting important exams this Summer that 
will dictate their University application predictions and 
progression routes next year.  They need to focus this 
half-term to put them in the best possible position to 
demonstrate their true potential.  Some have real BTEC 
assessments also.  All results will be available on Thursday 
16 August. 

Year 13 Leavers
Please be reminded of the below. 

Leavers’ Assembly - This year we are hosting a Leavers’ Assembly to include 
families.  We feel that these occasions would be more celebratory if families 
were included.  This year’s Leavers’ Assembly will take place on Thursday 24 
May, 7.00-8.00, in the Main School Hall.  There will be a short celebratory 
service led by the Bishop of Hull followed by an assembly with Miss De 
Lashley, Mr Daly and the Year 13 Form Tutor Team.  There will be cheese and 
wine available.  Your attendance at both parts of the evening would make 
the event a special way to mark the end of the two year period. 

Leavers’ Prom - The Sixth Form Leaver’s Prom will take place on Friday 29 
June at Hilton, York.  The Prom will run from 7.00–11.30pm.  The cost of a 
ticket for the Ball is £35.  Included in this price is a drinks reception, three 
course meal, DJ entertainment, Photo Booth and Photographer.  Final 
instalment is due Monday 30 April.

Leavers Yearbook  -  The Leavers’ Yearbook is being developed by an external 
company, but led by Year 13 students themselves.  It will primarily focus on 
time within the Sixth Form.  The cost of the Yearbook is £12.50.  Last orders 
and full payment must be made by Monday 16 April.

Leavers’ Hoodies - The Leavers’ Hoodies will have the school’s name and 
logo on the front with a print of the whole cohort and personal nickname 
on the back.  The cost of the Hoodie is £25.  Final instalment is due Monday 
30 April.
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Obesity:  the state of being very overweight; -ity: a suffix 
that is used to form abstract nouns from adjectives. It 
means meaning “condition or quality of being”.

OF THE WEEK

 
Sports Corner

You may recall that we told you how two of our students have been invited to visit Auschwitz in collaboration with the Holocaust Education Trust.  The students will be going 

at the end of April and will then write about their experiences in the Newsletter, as well as host assemblies/deliver PSHCE lessons for younger students to help give them a 

greater insight into the dangers of prejudice and discrimination.  In order to help us decide who should go, we asked students to submit letters of application detailing why 

they wanted to go.  Here’s our pick of the very best…

As a child and young person, I have twice visited Anne Frank’s house in Amsterdam, and several years ago I visited the Westerbork concentration camp in the 
Netherlands, which was used as a transit camp on the way to Auschwitz.  I believe that by visiting places like this, we are honouring those who lost their lives, 
as well as ensuring their memory and story is understood, which will help, promote understanding and tolerance, which are important Christian values, and 
are important to me.  Auschwitz is the most infamous of Nazi death camps and I believe that it would be one of the most informative and important places 
to visit to truly understand the horrific events of the Second World War that happened less than a century ago.  Auschwitz is shrouded in horrific events, with 
over a million people being estimated to have died there.  It is among the most notorious of places that both stand as a reminder and as a glimpse in time of 
the events that have shaped our history and development as humans.  It lies as a standing stone to some of the most horrific events ever witnessed in human 
history, which is why I would like to visit the historic site, as there are few sites that can truly enable reflection on the events that have brought our civilisation to 
where it is today.  Today, far too often, people become too self-indulged to remember where they stand due to the events that our ancestors witnessed.  This is 
one of the main reasons why I would like to visit Auschwitz, as through a trip like this, I will always be able to remember and reflect upon what has happened 
there for the rest of my life.  I believe that such a visit may be life changing and informing and it will be the best way for me to develop my understanding and 
development as a person.

I would like to be considered for one of the places available on the trip to Auschwitz as academically it would enhance my knowledge of 
this historical event in relation to my A Level.  I feel this additional information would benefit me greatly when discussing issues such as 
evil and suffering as observing where this horrific event took place would enable me to explore in greater depth whether God exists in 
relation to the evil and suffering we experience today, as well as the arguments that can be levelled towards God’s nature in response to 
this.  The above demonstrates how I hope this trip will benefit me with my Philosophy and Ethics A Level, potentially allowing me to 
progress further within this subject.
Over the years, I have been taught and gained knowledge about World War 2 including the Holocaust, developing a sense of what took place.  
Yet despite what I was taught, it still didn’t highlight the magnitude of the events and I feel that my understanding of the holocaust could be 
broadened.  I believe the trip would give me a chance to attempt to comprehend what happened and expand my knowledge about the horrific 
events that occurred, rather than just acknowledging it as a chapter in our world’s history.  As we have recently been studying about ‘the 
Problem of Evil and Suffering’ in RE, visiting Auschwitz would allow me to witness why people, such as Rowe and Paul, do not believe in a 
benevolent God, especially as so much suffering happened to believers.  On the other hand, it may show me the strength of some people’s 
belief in God and how through so much suffering, they still held hope for the future.  Visiting Auschwitz would also allow me to remember and 
reflect on the lives of the people who suffered there, many of whom were children and would have lived relatively normal lives before coming 
under persecution.  It would be a reminder of how I and many others are living good, free lives in comparison, where we very rarely face any 
kind of opposition and can freely express our religious beliefs and cultural differences.  It would truly put into perspective how lucky I am and 
the fact that we must keep fighting for justice and against discrimination today.

@AHSSki:  The whole ski 
party after skiing today.  All 
good and all happy.

Cross Country
Luca Parker took 
part in the English 
Schools XC final 
before the Easter 
holidays.

He was part of the 
North Yorkshire 
Schools, Senior 

Boys’ (Year 12 & 13) team.  Luca came 
in 58th out of 312 as an individual, 
which was a great run given he is in 
the younger year and helped secure 
the Senior Boys’ National Title for North 
Yorkshire.  A fantastic achievement 
Luca, well done.

Kickboxing
Finlay Lorimer took part in his very first 
Kickboxing tournament on 25 March.  
He won his category, the Boys’ 11-
12Yrs under 45kg.  Finlay has finished 
in the top three in the country for his 
age.  As a result he has qualified to 
represent England at the 2018 World 
Championships 
in Dublin, Ireland. 
Congratulations 
to Finlay and we 
wish him all the 
best for the World 
Championships! 

Mountaineering
Laura Barber has qualified 
third in the British 
Mountaineering Council 
(BMC) Youth series for the 
Yorkshire and North East 
region.  This is a fantastic 
achievement given that 
Laura has only been 
climbing for two years.  
She is now part of the Red 
Goat Coaching squad 
and has recently joined the Energise gifted and 
talented group. 

In Edinburgh, she will be climbing against the 
best children in her age group and have to do 
three rope climbs and three bouldering problems 
in the biggest climbing arena in Britain which has 
climbs that are 30 metres high.  Good luck Laura!
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Literacy News
AHS English Writing Blog
Students are warmly invited and encouraged to 
visit the new AHS English writing blog at www.
ahswriting.wordpress.com.

Here, students can explore examples of their 
teachers’ writing, as well as having the opportunity to submit their own 
writing to be read by peers and teachers.  Students are encouraged to 
submit examples of their own personal, creative writing, or pieces they 
have done in class and are proud of.  Through the blog, students can 
then read and comment on each other’s work, or directly Tweet their 
writing to the AHS English Twitter feed.

All students need to do is click on the ‘Submit Writing’ button on the 
main menu, type it up or copy and paste it from a document, and wait 
for it to be approved by their teacher.  After that, their writing will appear 
on the website for all to read!

Blog Post of the Week
By Elicia Lansbury, 9Ry

Writing with a viewpoint:  Letter to CEO of Topshop 
concerning sweatshops and slave labour. 

Dear CEO of Topshop,

I am writing this letter today to show my sympathy 
toward those in countries that won’t have a good 
future ahead of them because of the torturing, 
terrible sweatshops that many people work in and the horrendous 
conditions they are actually working in.

Country to country children are suffering.  We wake up every morning 
and put on our expensive designer clothing whilst people are getting 
ill from making them for a priceless cost.  But do we ever think about 
how this could impact the lives of the suffering sweatshop workers?

Today; 90% of clothes are made abroad, 12.3 million people work in 
factories and 1. 5 million tons of clothes get thrown away each year.  
There are a lot of issues, but the main one is the conditions they are 
working in.  However, there are other reasons behind this as well

Personally, I believe that making people work in a factory with terrible 
conditions, no time to rest or even making mistakes is modern day 
slavery…  Some people may hold the view; some people are wrong. 
In my opinion I strongly believe that it is torturing humans into slavery.  
Day after day many people duffer from exhaustion, daily jobs and the 
things they do just to eat food and feed the rest of their families.

While some people believe that sweat shops are bad, others may 
believe that it is good.  They believe this because they make clothes 
just to help them with their daily life style.  Although people believe it’s 
good some people will still see the bad part in it just like anyone else 
would.  How would you feel if you worked 24/7 just for 50c?

Drawing this all together, making people suffer just to make T-shirts 
that you’re rarely going to wear and putting their lives in risk is 
completely wrong.

Don’t end people’s lives just for a T-shirt.

All4One Club Youth Club
A club for 11-21 year old young people with 
special needs/learning difficulties who might 
otherwise struggle to socialise or feel excluded 
from more mainstream youth options.  
Meetings take place on the first Saturday of 
each month, 7.00-9.00pm, at the 68 Youth & 
Community Centre near Monks Cross (YO31 
9AN).  Members are encouraged to drive 
what activities take place, sometimes they may just want to use the 
sports hall for basketball or play pool/table top football.  There are craft 
and creative activities, karaoke and sometimes run a film night or disco.   
Some leaders are also members of the Scouts and can offer scouting 
type activities.  Last summer they camped overnight under canvas at 
the Scout Centre, Stockton on Forest.

The club’s next meeting is on Saturday 2 June, entrance fee £2.  Parents 
are welcome to stay for the evening and enjoy a coffee and socialise 
with other parents, it can be an ideal social environment encouraging 
a sense of community and support.

For more information contact Beki (07757710657) or Andy 
(07921259409).

Learning more about Autism Workshop
A free workshop for parents and carers is taking place 
on Saturday 19 May at Cedar House School, Bentham.  
The day is aimed at developing understanding of ASD 
and how to manage, support and encourage children.  
Topics covered will include: what autism means to 
me; communication and increasing positive times 

together; the impact on behaviours, sensory processing and anxiety.  
Please contact Clare or Rukiya via events@witherslackgroup.co.uk or 
01539566081.

It’s Boys Aloud at Choral Festival 
Hundreds of school children came together over two days in the last 
week before Easter to sing together in the annual York School Choral 
Festival.  Now in its seventh year, this year the event was held at the 
Department of TV Film and Theatre.  As usual students had a day of 
workshops, activities and rehearsals, and came together to perform 
their choice of song before all joining together for the feel good 
anthem “Love My Life” by Robbie Williams.  Boys Aloud performed 
on the first day of the festival and sang really confidently under the 
direction of Mr Brown. 

Mrs Newton, runs the event with fellow music teacher and community 
musician Buffy Breakwell.  They were both really impressed with the 
standard this year, and thought the energy from the children was 
incredible!  The festival was the perfect platform to launch the “York 
Music Hub - Year of Singing” which this year is going to be focusing 
on encouraging more boys to sing.  There are more events planned 
throughout the year, including a day of workshops and a concert in July 
with all male Acappella group  - Sons Of Pitches.  Who were winners of 
Gareth Malone’s Naked Choir competition.  According to two of the 
boys who performed in the festival this year, it was “awesome and 
amazing”.
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Maths Stars of the Month
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