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Thursday 3 May 2018

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or

Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

Head’s Introduction

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

As part of our continuing efforts to ensure 
that children are safe on their journey to and 
from school, I am pleased to say that the City 
of York Council have widened the crossing at 
the Pelican lights on Hull Road (Black Bull) and  
have also increased the  ‘green man’ crossing 
time to allow a longer time for students to 
safely cross the road. 

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been 
thinking about the challenges and joys of ‘Living in a Family’.  One 
of the quotes we have spent some time thinking about is:

“At the end of the day, a loving family 
should find everything forgivable.”  Mark V 
Olsen & Will Sheffer, American Producers 
and Writers.

To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.

Thu 3 May

Fri 4 May

Mon 7 May

Fri 25 May

28 May-1 Jun

Mon 4 Jun

Summer Concert, 7.00pm, Main Hall

Y11 Alton Towers Reward trip

May Bank Holiday (school closed)

School finishes for half term holiday at 3.10pm

Half Term

Students return

Upcoming Events

Successful Work Experiences
We welcome back our Year 10 students after the completion of their 
Work Experience.  They should all be congratulated on the professional 
and appropriate way in which they conducted themselves during their 
placements which were held in a variety of different situations including 
retail, engineering, education and the Forces.  Some employers have 
been in contact with the school complementing students on their 
efforts, achievements and hard work demonstrated throughout their 
experiences.  They have been a credit to themselves and to the school 
and we are incredibly proud of them.

Due to their hard work, some students have been offered Saturday 
and summer jobs in some of our local restaurants, cafés and retail 
establishments.  There have also been offers of post 16 apprenticeship 
positions for others.  Well done!

Musical Successes
Congratulations to:

 Oliver Pugh - Grade 5 Jazz Saxophone, Distinction
 Griffin Connolly - Grade 3 Drums, Merit

If your child has recently passed an instrumental or singing exam 
please get in touch with the Music department so we can celebrate 
their achievement.  (Mrs Lancaster)

Archbishop of York Youth Trust Dinner
The Chamber Choir recently sang at an intimate concert for just 
30 people at Healaugh Hall.  The evening was a celebration and 
fundraising event for the Archbishop of York Youth Trust attended by 
the Archbishop of York.  The students sang a programme of roughly 
25 minutes before being interviewed by Dan Finn from the Youth 
Trust about their experiences completing the Young Leaders Award in 
both Year 8 and Year 12.  Well done to all involved.

Ramadan
If any student will be fasting for Ramadan, we ask that parents contact 
the school to inform us and that they also look at the school’s Ramadan 
policy on our website.
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Year 11 Rewards
Each week,  teachers identify students who are going above and beyond 
in their lessons.  The following students have all been nominated by 
teachers for demonstrating exceptional effort in their lessons.  Well 
done!   Vouchers will be awarded to:

 Ben Goodliffe  Cameron Boardman
 Melissa Seavers  Kate Coupland
 Maia Garcia  Ellie Gray
 Korben Wilson  Libby Simpson

The following students will have their work displayed on the school’s  
‘Wall of Excellence’:

 Amelia Neary  Ben Goodliffe
 Callum Walton  Courtney Mainprize 
 Jamie Rhodes   Kai Vignau
 Kevin Fu   Lia Thompson
 Mia Garvey  Mohamad Douba
 Rosie Dickinson  Zahraa Douba
 Bailey Saxton  Cameron Boardman
 Cameron Tomlinson Carmen Sharples
 Daniel Graham  Ellie Harris
 Isabelle Shutt   Kaitlyn Winterburn 
 Kieran Harris   Kieran O’Gormley
 Yvie Wilson Moss  Elise Robson
 Emma Gilbert  Gabbie Miller 
 Marcus Horner   Melissa Seavers
 Mike Lucas  Nicole Powell
 Alice Wainwright   Ben Kennedy
 Hope McMaw  Jacob Morrell
 Kate Coupland  Kian Oliver
 Lauren Smith  Lily Tibble
 Sophie Calpin  Umut Aktas
 Evie Knight  George Robson
 Josaphine Sinaga  Kitty May
 Livia Avey  Maia Garcia 
 Myles Coombs  Piotr Jazdzewski
 Riley Pugh  Aasiyah Surve
 Ed Amihaiesi  Ellie Gray
 Ellie Heppell  Julio Lemos Cruz
 Mae Tipping  Amelia Parr
 Evie Milner  Fraser Horn
 Harrison Pincombe Harry Johnson 
 Kieran Bulmer  Korben Wilson
 Naomi Robinson  Rebecca Mardell 
 Rosie Chivers  Annie Thompson
 Betul Kilic  George Chilton
 Harith Timen  Helena Matravers
 Libby Simpson  Megan Senior 
 Olivia Sellars

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort 
merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for all their 

hard work during assessments:

KS3 French - Noah Metcalfe, 7Kx
KS3 German - Sophie Vella, 8Cr
KS4 French - Maia Leites, 10Gs
KS4 German - Jack Lewis, 10Ha

Get Exam Ready! 
Top Tip #11: Make sure that you 
have knowledge organisers 

for as many of your subjects as 
possible.  If you were given them 

earlier in the year and have lost 
them, see your teacher and ask for some 
more.  They are a fantastic revision resource!

April Maths Stars
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Rewards and Recognition

The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select 

two members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort 

where students have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the 

Gold Award will receive a weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Tyler Bedford, 7Kx - For his commitment to Homework Club and 
his education.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Jessica Dickinson, 7Hv - For her resilience and personal 
development since starting Archbishop Holgate’s – a lovely 
young lady!  Mrs Edmondson

Oliver Wooten, 8ALa - For continued conscientiousness, fortitude, 
hard work and sense of humour!  Well Done Oliver.  Mrs Avey

Mia Haendlemayer, 8Kd - Mia continues to demonstrate a 
fabulous work ethic combined with a consistent happy energy.  
She is a  pleasure to have in the year group.  Mrs Avey

Natalie Edgar, 9Kl - Well done for a consistently positive attitude 
and living out the school values.  Miss Kincell

Tom Ventress, 9Ay -  For being a responsible member of the form 
group and helping his tutors out!  Miss Gavin

Dominic Baker, 11Hm - For his mature and conscientious work 
ethic.  Keep it up and well done.  Mr Williams

Sophie Kirkman, 11Sw -  For continued perseverance and hard 
work.  Mr Williams

Maria Pattichis, 12Ml -  For excellent attitude, attendance and 
effort.  Miss Hopkinson-Kearney

Tony Meek, 12Lv -  For enthusiasm and positivity day in and day 
out.  Miss Hopkinson-Kearney

Rosie Lewis, 13Nc - For a big turnaround in effort and self-
motivation.  Working hard in P6 independently.  Miss De Lashley

Jonathan Whitman, 13KKe -  For great contributions and recall in 
psychology revision lessons.  Miss De Lashley

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

External Assessments
Well done to our Year 12 BTEC Business and 
BTEC IT students who completed their external 
assessment tasks this week.   Good luck to 
those studying Applied Law next week – we’re 
rooting for you! 

Applied Law Students Get Banged Up!!
Students studying Applied Law spent the day in HMP Wolds, 
near South Cave.  The prison is a Category C Prison and students 
were able to have Q and A sessions with inmates, take part in a 
control and restraint exercise in the prison dojo and undertake 
a full tour, guided by prisoners themselves.  Students have been 
lucky enough to experience trips throughout the duration of 
their course to include magistrates, civil and crown court sittings 
and a conference based on ‘life behind bars’.  The trip to the 
prison was designed to allow students to understand better the 

next process following a sentencing and 
discuss with inmates the possibilities of any 
sort of rehabilitation opportunities they 
might have.  Trips like this are valuable life 
changing experiences and many students 
will continue to reflect on these in years to 
come.

Year 13 Workskills Sponsored Walk – 
Sandsend to Whitby
As part of our Working in a Team unit, the Year 13 Workskills group 
completed a sponsored walk to raise money for Cancer Research 
UK.  On Tuesday, they walked from Sandsend to Whitby and were 
very lucky that it was such a lovely day for a walk along the beach.  
Students were rewarded with fish and chips after their walk.

So far they have raised over £180 and 
expect this to rise when all the money 
is collected.  As always we have been 
overwhelmed by the generosity of 
students, staff, family and friends in their 
donations to this charity. 

Thank you to everyone who has 
helped raise this amazing amount of 
money.

Reminder - Fulford Exams
Any students with exams at Fulford School must confirm 
their transport details with Mrs Walton, Sixth Form Supervisor 
and Administrator.  Some exams are full day and require own 
arrangements to be made.  If there is any difficulty we can make 
arrangements to accommodate. 
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Mis compañeros - which means ‘my colleagues’.   Comp- 
comes from the Old French ‘compainie’, meaning ‘related to’.

OF THE WEEK

 
Sports Corner

Exam season is fast approaching and with less than two weeks to go before Year 11 sit their first exam, we thought it was worth considering how to 
fuel both body and brain to help get our students fired up!

Helen Bond, a registered dietician, says: “The best foods are those that release energy slowly.  These foods not only keep stressed students feeling 
fuller for longer, but also prevent blood-sugar spikes that make energy levels, mood and anxiety even worse.”  So, what should you be eating and 
when, in the run up to your all-important exams?

Start the day with porridge, sprinkled with berries/banana and nuts.  This breakfast is full of fibre and energy-boosting B vitamins. 
Just what you need to set you up for the day ahead…  If you don’t like to eat first thing, then add these ingredients to a blender, 
swapping nuts for peanut/almond butter to make a delicious very berry smoothie that you can drink on the way to school.  No time 
to make a smoothie?  Pick some up at the supermarket at the weekend, so you can grab ‘n’ go each morning.

Wholemeal bread is an excellent source of minerals such as magnesium, potassium and zinc, as well as vitamins B and E and 
phytochemicals (plant compounds with health benefits).  It’s also packed full of fibre, meaning it keeps you fuller for longer - 
something that’s essential in preparation for a 2 hour afternoon exam!  Don’t like brown bread?  There are breads available now 
that mix white and wholemeal flour, so these are a good compromise if you prefer the taste of the white stuff.  Top your bread 
with houmous or smashed avocado (both are excellent sources of healthy fats!), or with some greens and protein – chicken, tuna 
and egg are all good sources of this essential body building block. 

Make sure you finish your day with a nutritious dinner – you want some complex carbs, like brown rice, some protein/dairy and 
loads of colourful veggies to help you stay focused as you begin revising for the next day’s exams.  Eating a balanced diet – ie 
food from each food group – is an important part of maintaining good health, and helps you feel your best!

Need a treat?  Swap milk chocolate for two squares of dark chocolate instead.  Dark chocolate is nutritious, a good source of 
antioxidants and may even improve brain function!  It’s a much healthier option than cookies or cakes, which can make you 
feel sluggish and tired, as a result of the spikes in blood-sugar they cause.  Still not convinced?  Try swapping your hobnob or 
digestive for one coated in dark vs. milk chocolate. 

@AHSnumlit:  Narrative Writing - What 
a tense and heart-breaking short story.  
The way you build tension through 
structure is excellent (ahswriting.
wordpress.com).

Football
Dan Hogben,  Year 9

Dan has been selected to play in an 
international football tournament in 
Denmark next week with Hull City 
Academy.  He will play against teams 
from England, Germany, Brazil, the 
Czech Republic and across Scandinavia.  
We wish Dan all the best.  Good Luck. Year 11 GCSE Moderation

Well done to all the Year 11’s that 
were involved in last week’s practical 
moderation.  Students were involved in 
Dance, Netball and Badminton in what 
was a challenging day.  Well done for all 
your efforts.

Lost PE Kit
As a PE department and school we are 
still coming across unlabelled PE kit.  
This makes it virtually impossible to 
return it to the rightful owner.  Please 
ensure all kit is clearly labelled.  It is 
students’ responsibility to look after 
their own kit and equipment.  Thank 
you.
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Blog Post of the Week
By Hannah Townson, 9Hp - Narrative writing

The salty grey waves of the Atlantic Ocean crash against 
the damp sand of the beach.  I can hear various sounds 
in the distance; seagulls are squawking, and I can hear 
the faint tinkle of the ice cream truck.  The beach huts 
behind me and my daughter are faded and peeling, and yet 
somehow it adds to the long-forgotten aura the beach gives off.

I found this beach almost 4 years ago, when I was 18; I was stressed, and 
I needed a place to escape.  All I knew was pain and heartache, with 
a month old baby and no father to love her.  I’ve been taking Ivy here 
ever since she was a tiny tot.  Now, after so long, we still come here – the 
isolation soothes me, and Ivy seems to love messing in the sand.  When 
she needs fresh air, I’ll bring her down to run around.  It makes me proud, 
seeing her so innocent and happy – I needed to prove to my family that I 
could manage without a man, and guess what – I did.

As Ivy throws sand around, getting it cemented in her hair, I smile to 
myself.  I love her with all my heart, and I’m so happy I decided to have 
her.  Of course, it was a struggle without James, but we’ve managed 
without him anyway.  He was no good for either of us, and as much as 
anything, I’m glad he left – if he had got violent, then I would’ve never 
been able to forgive myself for putting Ivy in such danger.

As my attention fades away from Ivy and twists towards the manic ocean, 
I let my mind wander.  The way the waves swallow up the pale yellow 
sand soothes me – the constant attack on the sand reminds me that 
you can keep going if you don’t let anyone affect you.  The scenery drifts 
in and out of focus as my eyelids droop, the long nights spent working 
obviously taking a toll on me.  All of my senses are fading out of existence, 
and I know that soon I’ll just drift off, and I’ll wake up 10 minutes later with 
Ivy using me as her personal climbing frame – God knows it’s happened 
before.  Suddenly, however, one ear shattering scream breaks me out of 
my trance-like state.

Ivy.  Frantically looking to my side, I see no young girl falling about in 
the sand.  Instead, all I’m left with is a trail of footsteps that lead over the 
sand dunes; the kidnapper is already out of sight.  Leaving no thought 
to put my shoes on, I stuff my matte black phone in my pocket and start 
sprinting with the footsteps, even though I know they’re always going to 
outrun me.

Following the trail through sandy abysses, I clumsily stumble over a rock 
concealed by a layer of sand, my ankle audibly cracking beneath me.  
Due to my lack of shoes, the pain hits almost immediately, and I crash to 
the ground, my mouth a perfect circle of pain.  Scarlet blood is leaking 
out of my ankle at an alarming rate, my leg is twisted at an unnatural 
angle, and my breathing is laboured and heavy.  I physically can’t get up, 
so I pull my phone out and ring 999.  As I drift in and out of consciousness, 
the phone lays beside me, ringing.  Waiting.

Literacy News
AHS English Writing Blog
Students are warmly invited and encouraged to 
visit the new AHS English writing blog at www.
ahswriting.wordpress.com.

Here, students can explore examples of their 
teachers’ writing, as well as having the opportunity to submit their own 
writing to be read by peers and teachers.  Students are encouraged to 
submit examples of their own personal, creative writing, or pieces they 
have done in class and are proud of.  Through the blog, students can 
then read and comment on each other’s work, or directly Tweet their 
writing to the AHS English Twitter feed.

All students need to do is click on the ‘Submit Writing’ button on the 
main menu, type it up or copy and paste it from a document, and wait 
for it to be approved by their teacher.  After that, their writing will appear 
on the website for all to read!

Accelerated Reader
It’s been a very impressive week for Year 7; students have completed 
over 200 quizzes!  Well done to our Quizzers of the Week.  Next week, 
we will announce which Form has completed the most quizzes during 
April.  Winners will enjoy bacon sandwiches with Mr Daly!

Form 
Group

Total 
Quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this 

week
Top Quizzer

Points 
per Form

7Bl 231 11 Erin Norris 1263

7Bm 242 5 Fenn Waddell-Brown 1326

7By 104 4 Katie Barkley 596

7Cy 224 15 Leah Reynolds 1045

7Gr 213 3 Amelia Goodliffe 1044

7Hf 255 5 Anqelique Marie 1475

7Hv 148 3 Jessica Dickinson 635

7Kx 124 3 Amelia Ripley 766

7NTh 157 4 Kaden Plaxton 830

7Wm 204 5 Scarlett Parkins 1194

We’re really pleased that the 7Hf English group will enjoy a reward of 
bacon sandwiches with Mr Daly as they have read the most books 
throughout April!

If we can support your child with reading in any way, please contact Mrs 
McMurdo on 01904 411341.

Flamingo Land & Business Students
Well done to our Year 10 Business students who 
interviewed with Flamingo Land’s Manager this 
week as part of their course: Unit 8 - Recruitment, 
Selection and Employment.  Likewise, our Year 
11 Business students who presented their new 
rollercoaster concepts.  A job well done!

Vacancies
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Music & Media Technician
Full year, part time (18.5 hours per week)
Grade 6:  £10,304 - £11,663 (actual salary)

Pathfinder MAT
Mobile School Cleaner 

Full year, part time,  20 hours per week
(variable shifts and school locations)

£8.75 per hour

For more information visit
http://www.pathfindermat.co.uk/new-vacancies-holder/

Enhanced DBS check will be required

York Community Church Gaming Club
YCC are starting a Gaming Club for teenagers aged 11-16 

at Cornerstone Church, Millfield Lane.  They have received 

a grant from Hull Road Ward which will help give young 

people a safe space to meet and play games together.  The 

club will run on the last Friday of each month, 6.00-7.30pm.

For more information contact Louis Watson, Church 

Assistant, York Community Church, Burnholme Community Hub, Bad 

Bargain Lane (07861426806 / louis@yorkcommunitychurch.co.uk / www.

yorkcommunitychurch.co.uk)
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Archbishop Holgate’s Students’ Community Work in Cape Town – April 2018

Recently, Year 10 students from Archbishop Holgate’s School returned from another successful expedition to South Africa.  Since 2004 there have 
been links between this Church of England school with churches and community projects in the Anglican Diocese of Cape Town; this recent visit 
being the seventh one undertaken by students in Year 10 during their work experience fortnight.  Over the years, seventy students have had the 
opportunity to engage in a visit that blends tourism with engagement, with local people and participation in a variety of charitable projects.  As 
a result of the relationships formed the school has been fortunate to be visited by a variety of people from the Diocese of Cape Town.  This has 
included a student football team, three Bishops from the diocese, a group of youth workers and two student exchanges.  The school was also 
honoured by a visit by Nobel Laureate, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, in November 2012.

This year the students took thirteen extra suitcases packed full of donated items, in addition to the large amount of things in their own luggage.  
This included over 800 World Book Day books, almost 100 pairs of football boots, two suitcases full of football team strips, knitted items donated by 
local church members, teddy bears and other cuddly toys and a huge amount of secondhand clothes for babies and children.  These were donated 
to a variety of groups from township football teams to an AIDS orphanage, local schools, a maternity hospital, a foster home and support groups 
for HIV sufferers.  It is estimated that the group took well over 300Kg of donated items in the additional cases and in their own luggage.  The task of 
transporting these items across London was challenging.

Throughout the two weeks the students engaged in varied tourism activities like climbing Table Mountain, a game drive and visiting Robben Island, 
as well as worshipping and interacting with local churches and two meetings with the Bishop of Cape Town.  These activities were punctuated 
with the students spending five days working with church-based community projects that the school has partnered with over many years.  At 
the Fikelela Children’s Centre, an AIDS orphanage in Khayelitsha township, students spent two days undertaking a variety of tasks.  On the first 
day they dismantled 26 old beds, cleaned and painted bedrooms and then assembled 26 newly donated beds.  The following day they engaged 
in varied maintenance work; they weeded and cleared rubbish from the neglected vegetable garden and replanted it, they cleared rubbish and 
weeds from across the whole site, spent several hours clearing and reorganising a large storage shed and finally played with the children.  At iTheba 
Labantu primary school in another township the students spent a morning acting as classroom assistants; including hearing readers, helping small 
groups with comprehension tasks and facilitating some drama work.  After lunch they cleaned walls, put up a number of new notice boards and 
participated in after school music and sport sessions.  At a local secondary school they spent a day working with a group of special needs students 
and later participated in a feeding programme in a particularly impoverished informal settlement.  At Leliebloem House Children's Home the group 
did lots of weeding and general cleaning, and interacted with the children.  At a large community centre outside Cape Town the group interacted 
with a project that rehabilitates former gang members and drug users.  Together, they cleared the local area of numerous sacks of litter and assisted 
project members in gardening work.  This involved getting stuck into some quite heavy manual labour, which greatly impressed the locals.  Over 
lunch the project members shared their stories of how their lives have been radically transformed, these testimonies had a big impact on the young 
people from York.

School Chaplain, Richard Nihill, said about the visit; “It is a real blessing to be involved in this link with the Diocese of Cape Town.  We always receive 
a warm welcome and wonderful hospitality when we visit.  It is amazing to see the emotional and spiritual journey our young people undertake; 
many of them do come back transformed.  In the past we have had students decide to study international politics and childcare following their visits.  
One student even switched from a career in acting to instead studying medicine having been so moved by what she experienced.”  The students 
described their experience as “life changing”, “eye-opening” and something which “changed the way they looked at life”.  They were greatly struck by 
the huge contrast between the poverty of the townships and the beautiful houses and shops in the city.



 

Ref:  Mm/Ro 
 
2 May 2018 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Key Stage 4 – English set texts 
 
Next half-term, your child will officially start their English Language and Literature GCSEs. 

The new GCSE exam system is closed book, so students are at a huge advantage if they have their own copies of the set 
texts that they can annotate in lessons and revise from in preparation for mocks and full exams. 

While students have access to the set texts in English lessons, they are unable to bring these home. 

We have provided a list of the set texts, with information about editions and guide prices.  We have also highlighted the 
points in the course where students study these texts. 

Please note that purchase of these texts is not compulsory and, if your child is entitled to Pupil Premium funding, copies 
will be provided at no charge. 

Text Recommended edition / 
publisher 

When will your child 
study this text? 

Where can you 
purchase this text? 

Approximate 
price 

An Inspector Calls by 
J.B. Priestley 

Heinemann  - ISBN 978-
0435232825 

Year 9: May-Jul W H Smith (online) £9.67 - 
secondhand 
versions are 
available on 
Amazon from 50p 

The Sign of Four by 
Arthur Conan Doyle 
(only studied by some 
sets – your child will 
be told what 19th 
century text they are 
studying at the 
beginning of Year 10) 

Collins Classics – ISBN 
978-0008110468 

Year 10: Oct – Dec www.wordery.com £2.49 

A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens 
(only studied by some 
sets – your child will 
be told what 19th 
century text they are 
studying at the 
beginning of year 10) 

Wordsworth Classics - 
ISBN-13: 978-
1840227567 

Year 10: Oct – Dec www.amazon.co.uk £2 

Romeo and Juliet by 
William Shakespeare 

Oxford School 
Shakespeare – ISBN 978-
0198321668 

Year 11: Sep – Nov www.educationumb
rella.com 

£4.54 

 
Please note that all prices are for the cheapest versions we have been able to source online, but these are liable to change. 

If you have any further questions, or would like to discuss how further to support your child through their English GCSEs, 
please do not hesitate to email me at: kmcmurdo@archbishopholgates.org. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 

 

Mrs K McMurdo 

Head of English 

http://www.wordery.com/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.educationumbrella.com/
http://www.educationumbrella.com/
mailto:kmcmurdo@archbishopholgates.org
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