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Head’s Introduction

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or

Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

As part of their Archbishop of York Young 

Leader’s Award, Year 9 students would like 

to invite members of the local community 

to their Community Coffee Morning on 

Wednesday 11 July, 9.30-10.30am.  The event 

is free and will include musical entertainment, 

bingo, refreshments and a raffle with 

proceeds raised going towards community work being carried 

out by our students in underprivileged areas in the Diocese of 

Cape Town.  Please contact the school (01904 411341/reception@

archbishopholgates.org)if you would like to join us.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have 

continued to mark the centenary of women’s suffrage in 1918 

and the struggle for equality today.  Our daily quotes have been 

on the theme of ‘Justice and Equality’:

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 

everywhere.”  Rev DrMartin Luther King.

To receive the daily Thought for 

the Day straight to your phone or 

other electronic device sign up to @

AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Mon 25 Jun

Thu 28 Jun

Fri 29 Jun

30 Jun

Mon 2 Jul

Wed 4 Jul

Thu 5 Jul

Tue 10 Jul

Wed 11 Jul

16-17 Jul

September

UCAS Information Evening for Parents , Sixth 

Form Library, 7.00pm

Y11 Prom

Y13 Prom

Exam season ends

Y6 Information Evening

Y6 Induction Day

Iceland Trip Information Evening, 6.00pm, Main 

Hall

Y10 Parents’ Sixth Form Information Evening, 

Main Hall

Y7 Parents’ Evening, 3.45-7.15pm, Main Hall

Purchase new school uniform, 4.00-6.30pm, 

Main Hall

New school uniform for Y7, 9 & 10

Upcoming Events

York Schools Youth Trust
In association with York Schools Youth Trust (YoYo) 
we will be running a Youth Alpha course on Friday 
lunchtimes in the school Chapel.  Alpha is a series 
of sessions exploring the Christian faith.  Each talk 
looks at a different question around faith and is 
designed to create conversation.  The course is for 

students in any year group who wish to come along and ask questions 
about God, life or anything!

Physics Olympiad 2018
Congratulations to Kirsty Harrison, Abbey 
Driffield, Jonathan Wilson and Arthur 
Sharpe who took part in the annual 
Physics Olympiad last week at St Peter’s 
School.  The AHS team came a very 
respectable 7th overall out of 30 teams 
from schools across the North.  As well as 
this, our team won one of the individual 
events on the day.  The students spent the day calculating, estimating 
and measuring their way through a series of challenges designed 
to test their reasoning powers and they performed admirably.  Well 
done!

Year 10 Oxford Trip
Fifty-seven Year 10 students from York – including 

four from Archbishop’s – travelled south last 

week for a chance to see what it would be like 

to apply to, study at, and live in the University of 

Oxford.  The students represented our city and 

school impeccably, and the Computer Science 

lecturer who delivered a talk on the mathematics of computing 

revealed he’d been at Archie’s himself!  The weather was absolutely 

beautiful, so we got a chance to see the sights and treasures of a 

city (almost) as beautiful as our own.  The number one lesson of 

the trip was that our top universities are places where many of our 

students would absolutely thrive.
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Accelerated Reader
Year 7 students continue reading and completing quizzes.  The latest 
results are:

Form 

Group

Total Quizzes 

taken

Quizzes 

this week

Quizzer of the 

week

Points per 

Form

7Bl 277 2 - 1428

7Bm 273 4
Fenn  

Waddell-Brown
1537

7By 120 0 - 727

7Cy 246 7 Kyle Taylor 1167

7Gr 230 2 Jess Taylor 1246

7Hf 312 17 Claudia Moore 1899

7Hv 160 0 - 672

7Kx 140 3 Zach Hindle 869

7NTh 176 6
Jarred 

Edmondson
1017

7Wm 234 4 Isabel Collinson 1502

AHS English writing blog - Summer competition! 
The AHS Writing Blog is a website, especially developed 
for the students of AHS to contribute examples of their 
writing.  Writing can be submitted under three genres: 
opinion, narrative and descriptive.  Over the past term, 
students have been submitting both work done in 
class with their teacher, and examples of their own 
personal writing.  Each week, the English department has selected a ‘blog 
post of the week’ to submit in the school Newsletter (www.ahswriting.
wordpress.com).

1)  Submit an entry to the blog before Friday 22 June.  Choose whether to 
submit an opinion, narrative or descriptive piece. 
2)  This can be a piece of work done in school, or some of your own free 
writing.
3)  Once you have submitted your own writing, you should then read 
through other entries posted on the blog and ‘like’ or ‘leave a reply’ on your 
favourite.
4)  The blog post with the most likes/comments from each section 
(opinion, narrative, descriptive) will win a £10 book voucher.  Each post 
will be published in the AHS newsletter.
5)  A panel of judges from the English department will then choose their 
overall winning post from the blog and the winner will receive a £20 
book voucher, certificate and have their blog post showcased in the AHS 
Newsletter. 
6)  It will also be shared with our local feeder primary schools as part of the 
Primary Newsletter. 

Blog Post of the Week
By Tahlia Gomez, 9Al
Narrative writing - Detective genre  assessment

The light from the one and only working street 
light stabbed the darkness at the end of the long 
alley. Rain gently dripped from the gutters of the 
old, abandoned houses.  The buildings stood tall, 
towering over Leah and her baby.  A horrible smell 
of sewage drifted through the air as owls loudly 
hooted in the distance.

Leah, a short, innocent, blonde haired 22 year old woman peacefully walked 
down the alley with her recently born baby in her pushchair.  She was a quiet 
woman, almost as if she was constantly shy.  She never really spoke, not even 
her opinion.  She yawned as she was tired after a long day at work serving 
food in the café.  She’d just been to pick up her baby from day care and when 
she looked behind her, a masked man stood at the corner of the street and 
was still there when she’d collected her child.

Leah cautiously looked back to see if the man was still following her and sure 
enough, he was.  She started to walk a little bit faster as violent gusts of wind 
pushed her back a step or two.  Just then her baby started crying and as she 
tried to settle her down, the phone let out a loud ringtone scaring Leah and 
her baby.  As she reached into her bag for the phone, she felt a blindfold 
being quickly tied around her eyes and as she was being dragged away, she 
could faintly hear the wheels of the pushchair getting quieter and quieter 
along the pavement.

Suddenly, the pain of being dragged along the floor stopped and a door 
locked behind her.  By this point, all control was lost and fear had taken over.  
Somebody came behind her and removed the blindfold and to her surprise, 
there was the baby’s dad, holding Leah’s precious little girl in his arms.  “Don’t 
hurt her!” she desperately wailed and like a bullet from a gun, the Dad 
unlocked the door and ran, taking the baby with him.

There Leah sat, crying, as men started to surround her.  This was the worst 
pain she’d ever experienced as she knew she was never going to see her 
baby again.  Then she felt a sudden violent punch meet her head from 
behind.  The men all carried on punching and hitting Leah as she screamed 
in agony laying on the floor, hoping for it all to end.

Afterwards, the sharp blade of a knife entered her chest as a pale white 
colour was painted all over her body.  Leah laid there wishing that she’d let 
the Dad see her little girl and maybe, her life wouldn’t have ended so badly.  
Leah laid there, bleeding to death and she hasn’t been found to this day.  
Nobody came to help her…
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Reminders
•     Year 13 Prom - starts at 7.00pm on Friday 29 June at the Hilton, York

•     Year 12 internal assessments - commence Monday 2 July 

•     Year 10 Introduction to Sixth Form Evening - Tuesday 10 July, 7.00pm

•     GCSE Results Day & Sixth Form Enrolment - Thursday 23 August, 9.30-11.00am

Year 10
Introduction to Sixth Form Evening
We are hosting our Introduction to Sixth Form Evening for 
Year 10 students and parents on Tuesday 10 July at 7.00pm.  
An overview of Post-16 study will be provided alongside 
AHS curriculum specific information.

Please return the reply slips.  If you have not received a letter 
or would like more information about the event, please 
contact Mrs Walton, Sixth Form Administrator. 

GCSE Results Day - Thursday 23 August
If you are unable to attend Results Day to collect results please 
contact the Examinations Officer prior to the end of term to 
arrange to receive them by post.  They cannot be given via 
email or over the telephone. 

Upcoming Iceland Trip!!!

Our trip to Iceland is getting closer and with that in mind, we’re reflecting each week, on one of the many 
activities we can look forward to experiencing when we’re there.  So, read on to find out more about our 
jaunt to The Golden Circle…

The Golden Circle consists of three equally stunning locations in southwest Iceland: Þingvellir National Park, the Geysir Geothermal Area and Gullfoss 
waterfall.  These sites are world famous and as spectacular as they are unique.  None of them is further than a two hour's drive from Reykjavík and 
all three can be visited within a day. 

Þingvellir National Park is an amazing site, steeped in history and folklore, surrounded by incredible geology – a must for 
any budding Geographers!  It has the honour of being the first of Iceland’s three national parks to be established and it is 
the only one that is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site, so is a definite must for any bucket list!  The incredible geology of 
the park comes from the fact that it is situated directly between the North American and Eurasian tectonic plates, in the 
rift valley that runs all the way through Iceland.  This is the only country where this valley, the Mid Atlantic Ridge, can be 
seen above sea level, and nowhere is it more visible than in Þingvellir – how lucky are we???

The second stop on the Golden Circle is the Geysir Geothermal Area, within the Haukadalur Valley.  Steaming vents and 
chimneys are dotted along the way and notably concentrated in the village of Laugarvatn.  The first of these is the one 
which gave all others their name: the Great Geysir itself!  Whilst Geysir erupts rarely, its neighbour, Strokkur, goes off 
every ten minutes or so, throwing water from 20 to 40 metres into the air – surely a sight to behold!

The third and final stop on the Golden Circle is one of the most spectacular waterfalls in 
Iceland, Gullfoss.  Located in an ancient valley, the falls tumble down two drops, from an overall height of 32 metres.  
Gullfoss is not only known for its breathtaking power, but also the rainbows that are thrown from its spray on a sunny day.  
How beautiful! 

We can’t wait to experience the natural beauty Iceland has to offer!
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To mark Refugee Week, word of the week is refugee: 
a person who has been forced to leave their country in 
order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster.

OF THE WEEK

Rewards and Recognition

The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select 

two members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort 

where students have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the 

Caitlin Calvert, 7Gr -  For her fantastic achievement in the long 
jump, breaking school records.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Thomas Wilson, 7Bl - For his commitment to his studies and 
homework club along with a caring and compassionate attitude 
towards others.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Charlotte Walker, 8Lp -  For attitude, amazingness, work ethic and 
for always attending form with a positive attitude.  Mrs Avey

Jocelin Leites, 8Lp -  For her very positive attitude, a fantastic work 
ethic.  Mrs Avey

Max Claxton, 9Kl - For his effort and commitment in supporting 
Pride.  Well done.  Miss Kincell 

Erika Goyes Narvaez, 9Ry -  For showing such a mature attitude 
towards her Spanish GCSE.  I am sure she will have done brilliantly.  
Ms Ramsay

Mia Fairburn, 10Dd - For dedication, effort and performance at 
athletics.  Well done.  Miss Amos

Benjamin Birney, 12Db -  For showing great resilience in his work 
placement and in his school work.  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney

Amy Spencer, 12Yg -  For her excellent attendance and positive 
attitude to independent study.  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney

 

Sports Corner

Athletics 
Caitlin Calvert (Year 7) was competing 
at the Athletics Summer League on 
Saturday at York University in the long 
jump.  Not only did she beat her existing 
personal best of 3.96m, she beat it 
3 times to her new pb of 4.12m.  On 
Sunday she competed at Scunthorpe 
for the under 15’s and she managed to 
beat her long jump pb AGAIN to 4.15m.  
If Caitlin can produce the same form on 
Sports Day she will walk away with the 
girls’ record and is very close to beating 
the boys record also! 

Congratulations to Luke Robinson (Year 
10) on his North Yorkshire English Schools 
selection.  Luke has had a difficult year with 
a serious injury and we wish him the very 
best when he takes part in the English 
Schools Track & Field Competition in 
Birmingham in July.

Rounders
Year 9 took part in a rounders tournament with 7 other teams on 
Monday.  Unfortunately, they were not able to come home with 
the win, but they all represented the school with the highest merit 
and showed compassion and forgiveness for each other.  Students 
involved were: Lucy Jordan, Eleanor Bulmer, Dev Wijeratne, Millie 
Stevens, Liv Wiggins, Hannah Townson, Jessie Howarth, Holly 
Allison, Hannah O'Connor, Lucy Weld, Erika Goyes Narvaez, Lucy 
Austin and Chloe Rowan.  Well done ladies.

Charity Work
Lily Jennings-Wood (Year 7) has taken part in a 
charity event outside school for spinal muscular 
atrophy #marathoninmay4sma.  She had to 
run, stroll and cycle a mile a day and she raised 
£224 in total.  Well done Lily!

@AHSart3:  Year 8 inky insects - 
great work guys!
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