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Head’s Introduction

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or

Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

An Inspector Calls.... 

On Monday the History department welcomed 
OFSTED as part of a “best practice” visit.  These 
are not regular school inspection visits where 
the school is inspected and graded (so called 
“section 5” inspections) but where OFSTED 
believe best practice exists that could be more 
widely shared.  These “pilot” visits will also feed 

into the new OFSTED inspection framework to be published in 2019.  
After a busy day meeting staff, observing lessons, lunch with a range 
of students and reviewing books, the HMI praised the department’s 
leadership for its consistency, the teachers for their enthusiasm and 
students for their attitude to learning.  As a school we are well aware 
of the exceptional success the History department has achieved 
at both KS4 and 5, so it was really good to have the opportunity to 
share expertise with an external audience.  Overall the day was a great 
success.

On another note we look forward to celebrating with Year 11 and Year 
13 at their respective Proms tonight and tomorrow.  The students very 
much deserve this celebration.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been 
thinking about Kenosis (self-giving love) focussing on the life 
of Maximilian Kolbe.  Our daily quotes have 
been on the theme of putting self-giving love 
into practice:

“It’s not how much we give, but how 
much love we put into giving.  ”Mother 
Teresa,Catholic nun and Indian charity 
worker & missionary

To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone 
or other electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.
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Y13 Prom

Exam season ends

Y6 Information Evening

Y6 Induction Day

Iceland Trip Information Evening, 6.00pm, Main 

Hall

Y10 Parents’ Sixth Form Information Evening, 

Main Hall

Y7 Parents’ Evening, 3.45-7.15pm, Main Hall

Purchase new school uniform, 4.00-6.30pm, 

Main Hall

New school uniform for Y7, 9 & 10

Upcoming Events

Refugee Week
Events were held in the library last week to mark 
Refugee Week.  Students wrote ‘Welcoming Hand 
Poems.’, looked at multicultural literature, imagined 
they had just ten minutes to pack one bag, and 
wrote about our choices.  Had a go at ‘Quiz Cuisine.’, 
watched a clip telling the story of a refugee journey 
and listened to readings, most of which were 
written by students.  Not only did they have an 
interesting week, everyone found out something 
new and came away with a better understanding 
about the plight of others and the importance of 
compassion and understanding.

Mental Health Champions
Congratulations to the Mental Health 
Champions who completed positive thinking 
training.  An excellent opportunity for them and 
the school.  Well done and good luck for the 
rest of your campaign.   (Y8 MHC’s enjoying a 
‘comfort zone’ task)

Archbishop Holgate’s Summer Exhibition
This year’s Summer Exhibition will 
take place on Monday 9 July.  47 Art 
and Design students’ work will be 
exhibited and there are some truly 
stunning pieces to see this year.  
The exhibition comprises of work 
from the CGSE and A Level Fine 
Art courses and the GCSE Textiles 
course.  Exhibits can be viewed 
from 6.30-7.30pm and everyone is 
welcome to attend.
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This Week’s 
Main School News

AHS English writing blog - Winners announced! 
The AHS Writing Blog is a website, especially developed 
for the students of AHS to contribute examples of their 
writing.  Writing can be submitted under three genres: 
opinion, narrative and descriptive.  Over the past term, 
students have been submitting both work done in 
class with their teacher, and examples of their own 
personal writing.  Each week, the English department has selected a ‘blog 
post of the week’ to submit in the school Newsletter (www.ahswriting.
wordpress.com).

The overall winner of the Summer Blog Competition is Billy Hearld, 8Ja, 
with his absolutely astounding narrative piece: ‘At Your Shoulder’ inspired 
by C.S.Lewis’s ‘The Screwtape Letters’.  We felt that this piece of writing was 
truly inspired.  Not only has Billy demonstrated his ability to capture the 
tone and style of one of our literary masters, he has also shown his own 
individual flare and talent for writing.  Well done Billy.  You will be awarded 
with your prize in assembly. 

Alongside the overall winner, we have also selected winners from the 
three blog areas: descriptive, narrative and opinion writing.  These winners 
will each receive a £10 book voucher for their efforts.   The winners are:

     Descriptive -‘Africa’ by Emma Beale, 8Kd

          Runner up - ‘Pale Demon’ by Abi Emerson, 8Ob

     Narrative - Extract from his novella ‘Wild’ by Arthur Sharpe, 8Dn

          Runner up - ‘7 Doors’ by Claudia Moore, 7Hf

     Opinion - Fast Fashion Persuasive writing by Jessica Turton, 9Ry

          Runner up -‘Fast fashion, sweat shops and slave labour, they are 
          wearing out our world’ Letter to Nike by John Smallwood Thompson, 
          9Hp

     Special commendation goes to Hannah Townson for her wonderful 
     narrative piece, ‘The Beach’- a truly moving piece of writing. 

Winning blog post (a short excerpt): “C.S. Lewis was a short 
man, dumpy and stout with jowls that quivered when he 
spoke.  His lips were thick, slicked with spittle in the heat of 
his latest of a string of fervent coughing fits.  Though plump, 
his face was pinched at the edges of his wide mouth and 
his round, wet eyes were set back into his ruddy, blotchy 
skin.  He had, at one time, been handsome, his face warm 
and smiling.  But the years had not been kind to him, showing no mercy 
in their etching of lines across his brow.”
(Read in full: https://ahswriting.wordpress.com/2018/02/08/at-your-
shoulder/)

Iceland Trip Information Evening
The final Iceland trip meeting will take place 
on Thursday 5 July, 6.00pm,  in the Main Hall.  
Please come along if possible to confirm 
roomings, answer any last minute queries and 
confirm the travel itinerary.  We would also like 
to take copies of EHIC cards, if your child has 

one please bring it along to the meeting.  If they do not, we will go 
through the procedure for obtaining one.

New for September
In addition to the stationery already available from Main School 
Reception, in September we will be selling:

     Felt Tip Pens Highlighter Pens (x4 pack or single)

and for Year 10/11:

     Exam ready clear pencil case
     Revision cards (spiral bound x 50)

Request for Old Uniform
If you are the parent of a current Year 8, 9 or 11 student, please would 
you donate any old school uniform (Year 11 - after the exams) at the 
end of term.  We will then use these items for current Year 7 and 10 
students who will not be changing to the new school uniform in 
September or donate to charity.  All donations are very welcome, 
please hand them in at main school Reception.  Thank you.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for 
all their hard work during assessments:

KS3 French - Parish Edge, 7Cy
KS3 German - Jessica Darke, 7NTh

KS4 French - Chloe Harwood, 9NAm
KS4 German - Georgina Faulkner, 10Mb

KS4 Spanish - 

‘La boheme’ at Castle Howard 
On Tuesday a small group of GCSE musicians headed to Castle Howard 
to watch the live screening of Puccini’s La boheme from the Royal Opera 
House in Covent Garden.  It was a beautiful evening to be sitting in the 
grounds with our picnic tea and the music was totally fabulous and 
inspiring. 

Allotment News
A committed bunch of young students come 
every week, sometimes twice a week, to help 
keep the crops growing.  We have already had 
our first crop of tomatoes and everything is 
coming along well.  The tomatoes ended up 
in the school canteen’s lunch menu, so many 
will have tasted a sample.  Thanks also for 
the help from our Sixth Formers in the busy 
summer months. 

AHS Youth Orchestra
The orchestra performed at 
the York Hub Music Festival 
at York Barbican on Saturday, 
closing the festival in the 
afternoon.  They all really 
enjoyed the occasion and it 
was a great experience.  Sadly, 
it was the final performance 

for two of our players, Seyrung and Joonhyung from Badger Hill PS 
who return to South Korea this week.  They have been a great asset 
to the orchestra and we wish them all the best. 
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select 

two members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort 

where students have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the 

Gold Award will receive a weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Summer Dixon, 7Bm - For her acts of compassion towards peers 
in school.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Harry Gibbons, 7Hf -  For his recent resilient attitude and hard 
work in school.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Charles Ting, 8Ja - For his incredible work ethic, real improvement 
in English and genuinely a lovely lad.  Mrs Avey

James Clark, 8Dn -  For settling well into AHS life – works hard, 
plays hard (great cricket skills shown already) and determined to 
do well.  Mrs Avey

Dan Hogben, 9NAm - For his dedication, effort and performance 
when representing the school at the athletics semi-final in the 
relay and winning the 300m.  Well Done Dan!  Mrs Amos

Abi Ashby, 9Ay -  For her continued hard work for charity.  She is 
a credit to the form and consistently displays the school values.  
Well done!  Mr Avery

Lucy Austin, 9Ay - For her continued hard work for charity.  She is a 
credit to the form and consistently displays the school values.  Well 
done!  Mr Avery 

Grace Hall, 10Hu -  For her excellent contribution to sport.  The 
school is really proud of the fact she recently played cricket for 
Yorkshire!  Miss Turvey

Lewis Frizzell, 10Dd - For a big improvement in his effort and 
commitment to studies.  Well done!  Miss Turvey

Kuda Marunda, 12Lv -  For 100% attendance, an excellent 
report and a fantastic approach to her studies.  Well done!  Mrs 
Hopkinson-Kearney 

Aldi Atkinson, 12Bn -  For his strong attendance and interim report.  
Aldi has shown a proactive approach to organising his work 
experience.  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney 

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements in the community with us, then please email 

jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate 
what students are accomplishing outside of school

School Canteen

Next week, Wednesday 4 July, marks American Independence Day and 
2 years’ of in-house catering at Archbishop Holgate’s.  The catering team 
will be running a special American-themed menu to celebrate.

AHS got talent!
Year 12, Luca Parker and Oliver Wright, have been selected to 
represent North Yorkshire in the 88th English Schools Track & Field 
Athletics Championships. A great achievement alongside such 
hard work in class. Congratulations! 

Year 12 Mocks
Mock exams are Monday-Thursday next week.  Students on the 
Cambridge visit will sit their exams on Friday 6 July.  If they are 
at Boggle Hole on Friday 6 July also, they will sit their papers on 
Monday 9 July. 

Year 12 to 13 Transition Letter
We hope you have read and understood the transition letter 
distributed last week.  Please return reply slips as soon as possible.  
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Year 12 UCAS Evening
Thank you for all those who attended Monday’s UCAS Evening.  
We hope you found it useful.  We will distribute copies of the pack 
to those students who were unable to attend, please contact the 
Sixth Form Team to request a copy.

Year 13 Prom
We’re all very excited for Year 13 Prom on Friday.  It’s sure to be a 
fun-filled evening.  All students to arrive for 7.00pm at the Hilton, 
York.

Year 10 Introduction to Sixth Form
On Tuesday 10 July, 7.00pm, we are hosting our Introduction 
to Sixth Form Evening for Year 10 students and their parents.  
An overview of Post-16 study will be provided alongside AHS 
curriculum specific information.  Please return your reply slips.  
If you have not received a letter or would like more information 
about the event do please contact the Sixth Form Team. 

GCSE and Post-16 Results Days
If you are unable to attend Results Day to collect your results 
please provide a stamped addressed envelope to Mrs Kelly, our 
Exams Officer, as soon as possible.

•   Year 13 Post-16 Results: Thursday 16 August, 9.00-10.30

•   Year 12 Post-16 Results: Thursday 16 August, 11.00-1.00

•   GCSE Results and Sixth Form Enrolment: Thursday 23 August, 

    9.00-11.00
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Primary Care (Health and Social Care):  Primary care 
is the day-to-day healthcare given by a health care 
provider.

OF THE WEEK

 

Sports Corner

Upcoming Iceland Trip!!!
It’s not long before we head to Iceland, and with that in mind, we thought we’d reflect each week on one of the main 
activities we can look forward to experiencing while we’re there.  So, read on to find out more about the adventures we’ll 
be having at South Shore…

This tour is ideal for nature lovers and there is a good reason why the southern parts of Iceland are such popular tourist 
destinations.  You’ll enjoy the breathtaking Seljalandsfoss and Skógar Waterfalls – just make sure you bring a waterproof 
jacket!  You’ll also get to walk on the volcanic black sand beach of Reynisfjara and witness the powerful brakers and 
rich birdlife on the lava shore, so make sure you bring some binoculars if you’re into that sort of thing.  We’ll also 
make a trip to the Sólheimajökull Glacier and get to see how and why it’s retreating – a must for any Geographers!

As you can see from these pictures, the weather isn’t going to be as warm as it is here, so make sure you pack:

 •   A waterproof jacket
 •   Walking boots
 •   Outdoor trainers – NOT converse! Travel in something like those instead.
 •   Warm and waterproof trousers
 •   Long sleeved T-shirts and some vests
 •   Gloves/Hat/Woolly socks
 •   A rucksack – use this for you hand luggage!

Swimming
Dominic Been, 8Ja  has worked hard to improve 
his swimming  and managed 2 gold and 2 silver 
medals at the Harrogate Swimming Gala in the 
Age 13 category.  Four personal bests too!  A 
fantastic achievement, well done!

Cycling
Oliver Pugh successfully completed the 
70 mile Great Yorkshire Bike Ride on 
Saturday, Wetherby to Filey, completing it 
in just under 5 hours and raised £230 for 
charity.  Well done Oliver!

Football
Elen Valentine (Year 9) has worked 
extremely hard and conducted herself 
impeccably whilst also dedicating 
time to her revision on the way to and 
late at night after trials.  Elen has been 
rewarded for her efforts, a contract 
with both Leeds United and York City 
Regional Talent Club, so now it's decision time!   We 
would like to wish Elen all the best and we look forward 
to hearing her decision. 

Athletics
AHS took a strong team to the semi-final of the York 
athletics competition last Tuesday.  Despite tough 
competition, a number of our athletes managed to qualify 
for the final.  There were many stand out performances, 
including Inez Khaddi in the 1500m and Miri Georgiou in 
the 300m and javelin events.

Rounders
The Year 10 and 8 Rounders teams were on winning 
form once again with a victory over Manor this week 
with scores of 21.5 to 13 and 24.5 to 12 respectfully.  Star 
players were Gabrielle Sanderson for her compassion and 
teamwork, and Mia Rank who was on fantastic form at 
second base with her quick reaction and catching skills.  
Well Done to all the girls who took part. 

@AHSSixth_Form:  University of Oxford 

Open Day for Y12 prospective candidates. 

Seeing Chemistry and Biology and Maths 

and Computer Science. Thanks to our link 

college @MansfieldOxford for lunch.
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