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Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 5 July 2018

Head’s Introduction

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or

Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

On Monday evening we welcomed Year 

6 pupils and their parents to Archbishop 

Holgate’s as part of the transition programme 

into Year 7 in September.  This year we are 

welcoming pupils from 41 schools across 

York, North Yorkshire  and East Riding.

On Wednesday the same Year 6 pupils 

enjoyed their first day at secondary school where they spent time 

with their Form Tutors, experienced lessons and were supported 

around school by their new ‘buddies’.  We look forward to seeing 

them again in September.

We are greatly looking forward to our Young Leaders Award 

Community Coffee Morning next week on Wednesday 11 July.  

We would like to invite all of you to join us and support our Year 9 

students.  See enclosed flier for more details.

We look forward to tomorrow, our annual Sports Day which, as 

ever, will involve the whole school community.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been 

thinking about the World Cup along with our school values 

of Justice and Compassion and the use of Fairtrade footballs.  

Our daily quotes have been on the theme of justice:

“Be generous and share your food with 

the poor.  You will be blessed for it.”  

Proverbs 22:9, The Bible

To receive the daily Thought for the 

Day straight to your phone or other 

electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Thu 5 Jul

Fri 6 Jul

Mon 9 Jul

Tue 10 Jul

Wed 11 Jul

Wed 11 Jul

Fri 13 Jul

16-17 Jul

Fri 20 Jul

September

Iceland Trip Information Evening, 6.00pm, Main 

Hall

School Sports Day

AHS Summer Art Exhibition, 6.30-7.30pm

Y10 Parents’ Sixth Form Information Evening, 

7.00pm, Main Hall

Y7 Parents’ Evening, 3.45-7.15pm, Main Hall

Community Coffee Morning, 9.30-10.30am

Non Uniform Day, Flamingoland Trip

Purchase new school uniform, 4.00-6.30pm, 

Main Hall

School finishes at 2.10pm

New school uniform for Y7, 9 & 10

Upcoming Events

Year 7 Geography Coastal Trip
Last week the Geography department 
took 285 Year 7 students to the Holderness 
coast to investigate what is happening to 
our coastline.  The first stop was Bridlington 
Bay, where we had chance to examine the 
boulder clay that was deposited after the 
last ice age, making this the fastest eroding 
coastline in Europe.  The students learnt 
about the processes acting on the coast 
as well as seeing the defences which have 
had millions of pounds of investment to try and slow down the rates 
of erosion.

After a cliff top lunch and an ice cream, we 
descended the steps to explore the stacks, 
caves and arches at Flamborough Head.  
The students loved scrambling around 
natures playground and one group on 
Wednesday were lucky enough to spot 
two grey seals just off coast.

The trips were blessed with fantastic weather and as always the 
students were a huge credit to the school.

Sports Day
School Sports Day is this Friday, 6 July.  With the 

forecast being for a lovely sunny summer’s day, can 

we please ask that students are prepared and bring 

with them two water bottles (one frozen), sun cream 
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This Week’s 
Main School News

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort 
merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for all their 

hard work during assessments:

KS3 French - Klaudia Romanska, 8Cr
KS3 German - Sydney Smith, 8Dn

KS4 French - Marcin Czechowski, 9Hp
KS4 German - Katie Atkinson, 10Mb

KS4 Spanish - Amelie Mackender, 10Gs

Solar Boats Competition 2018
Well done to our great Year 7 solar boats team for harnessing the 
sunshine in great fashion last week and taking home a winner and a 

runner up trophy in the annual Solar Boats 
Competition.  The students had to build the 
circuit and hull in order to make a model 
boat that would zip through the water faster 
than anyone else in time trials.  This year the 
competition was stronger than ever, but we 
still left with some silverware.  Well done 
guys!

AHS English writing blog - Winners announced! 
The AHS Writing Blog is a website, especially developed 
for the students of AHS to contribute examples of 
their writing.  Writing can be submitted under three 
genres: opinion, narrative and descriptive.  Over the 
past term, students have been submitting both work 
done in class with their teacher, and examples of their 
own personal writing.  Each week, the English department has selected 
a ‘blog post of the week’ to submit in the school Newsletter (www.
ahswriting.wordpress.com).

Alongside the overall winner, we have also selected winners from 
the three blog areas: descriptive, narrative and opinion writing. These 
winners will each receive a £10 book voucher for their efforts.  This week 
we share the work from the Descriptive Writing winner, Emma Beale, 
8Kd.

Africa

The dust we’d kicked up settled around my sandals as 
I gazed in fascination at the regal figurehead above 
the entrance to the lodge.  It was a Lion’s head.  He 
looked welcoming; caring even, and his amber eyes 
– two pools of clear wild honey – seemed to lead me 
forwards.  He was young; no battle scars marked his 
tawny, velveteen muzzle, and his ears were whole 
and black-tipped, like those of the Jennet Cat.  As more slivers of the 
African dawn slipped through the Baobabs, he shone; his auburn mane 
cascading down in rivulets and tiny waterfalls, rippling as if it were alive, 
flowing over the wooden entrance, pooling on the faded, weathered 
grey of the wooden sign over the doors.  ‘Karibu’.  Welcome.  I smiled to 
myself as I watched the sun rise over the Serengeti.

Anne Frank Conference Report
Last week, six of our fantastic Year 10 
students attended the Annual Anne 
Frank Conference at the Z-Arts Centre 
in Manchester.  The girls, who had all 
acted as guides during the two weeks 
we hosted the Anne Frank Exhibition, heard a Holocaust Survivor 
speak and had the opportunity to ask her questions.  Joanna was 
born Bela Rosenthal in August 1942 in Berlin.  At the end of February 
1943, Bela’s father was taken from the streets of Berlin and sent to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau where he was murdered on arrival.  Later that 
year, in June, Bela and her mother were taken from their home and 
sent to the Terezín (Theresienstadt) Ghetto north of Prague.  In 1944, 
when Bela was 18 months old, her mother contracted tuberculosis 
due to the conditions in the camp, leaving Bela orphaned and alone 
there.  Although she was eventually liberated, her life has been far 
from easy, especially as she arrived in England unable to speak the 
language and moving in with adopted parents who didn’t want to 
talk about her experiences during the Holocaust.  Our students were 
so inspired, they went to enquire more about Joanna’s life after the 
session had finished. 

After speaking to Joanna, the girls 
ventured outside and picnicked in the 
park before heading to a workshop 
where they presented to other schools 
about the ways in which AHS tackles 
prejudice and discrimination.  They 

received a rousing round of applause, along with some cheers, and 
spoke from the heart about the importance of being ‘Free to Be’.  

After the workshop, our students 
made their way back to the auditorium 
where they heard from Seyi Akiwowo, 
who was elected as the youngest black 
female Councillor in Newham.  Seyi 
founded Glitch!UK, a not-for-profit 
online abuse advocacy, campaigning 
and training organisation, after facing horrendous online abuse and 
harassment when a video of her speech at the European Parliament 
went viral last year.  She has spoken at Amnesty International 
#ToxicTwitter campaign about online abuse against women and 
recently spoken at UN in Geneva and Washington DC about the 
online violence politically active women face.  The girls were so 
amazed by Seyi that they downloaded the video of her speaking 
at the European Parliament to watch on the train home, whilst they 
tucked into the muffins that Amelia kindly bought for everyone. 

Throughout the day, they were a credit 
to the school, with members of staff 
from the Trust commenting on their 
behaviour and polite/courteous natures, 
and members of the public doing the 
same.  They thoroughly deserved the 
certificates they were awarded for being 

Anne Frank Ambassadors and we’re sure they’ll inspire younger 
students to get involved next year when we host the exhibition for a 
3rd year and attend the conference once again. 
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

GCSE and Post-16 Results Days
If you are unable to attend Results Day to collect your results 
please provide a stamped addressed envelope to Mrs Kelly, 
our Exams Officer, as soon as possible.

•   Year 13 Post-16 Results: Thursday 16 August, 9.00-10.30

•   Year 12 Post-16 Results: Thursday 16 August, 11.00-1.00

•   GCSE Results and Sixth Form Enrolment: Thursday 23 August, 

    9.00-11.00

Year 12 Work Skills Sponsored Walk
On Monday, the Year 12 Work Skills group did a sponsored walk 
in Dalby Forest.  They successfully completed what was a very 
challenging walk, not only due to the terrain, but also due to the hot 
temperatures we had during the day.  The group’s chosen charity 
is to raise money for The Yorkshire Children’s Trust.  This is a charity 

that helps and supports families 
emotionally and financially, who 
find themselves spending a lot of 
time in hospital due to supporting 
a sick child, which can be expected 
or an unexpected illness.  Watch 
this space to find out how much 
the group raised for the charity.  
Well done to all involved and 
thank you to everyone who has 
supported the event..

Year 12 Mocks
Year 12 have done themselves proud this week.  They have 
conducted themselves perfectly and we are grateful for how 
smoothly the week has gone.  They require no luck at all, I’m 
looking forward to sharing Results Day with them soon where 
all of their hard work will pay off.

Year 13 Prom
The Prom was certainly a night to remember.  The ladies 
looked stunning and the gents were polished to perfection.  It 
was an honour to spend the evening with such a lovely group 
of young adults.  Plenty of style coated with plenty of giggles.  
Congratulations Year 13!

Medical Appointments
It is very rare, but on the odd occasion an appointment needs 
to take place during school time.  In that instance please ensure 
parental contact is made in advance via telephone so that we 
know where students are.  We would appreciate your support 
with this as gaps in knowledge and skill at this stage are easily 
obtained and not easily fixed.

Chamber Choir
It was an early start on Tuesday for the Chamber Choir (Lizzie Hyde, 
Eve Battersby, Faith Battersby, Matthew Macfarlane and Stan 
Gaskell) as they travelled down to Birmingham for the National 
Festival of Music for Youth.  They performed at the regionals earlier 
this year and were invited to perform as part of the Fringe Festival.  
Their 15 minute performance was in the Festival Tent in the City 
Gardens and, although the tent acoustics were tricky to sing in, 
they sang well to a very 
appreciative audience.  
Well done!  Their next 
and final performance 
for this year will be 
at the Healaugh 
Flowers and Music 
Festival on Saturday 
7 July at 7.00pm.

REMINDER - Year 10 
Introduction to Sixth Form
On Tuesday 10 July, 7.00pm, we are hosting our Introduction 
to Sixth Form Evening for Year 10 students and their parents.  
An overview of Post-16 study will be provided alongside AHS 
curriculum specific information.  Please return your reply slips.  
If you have not received a letter or would like more information 
about the event do please contact the Sixth Form Team. 
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Exposition:  A device used in plays.  It is the writer’s way 
to give background information to the audience about 
the setting and the characters of the story.  Ex-: a prefix 
meaning “out of”, “from”.

OF THE WEEK

 
Sports Corner

Sponsored Bike Ride
The Year 9 Sponsored Bike Ride took 
place at the Yorksport track on Monday 
under cloudless skies.  The 30 students 
had all morning to see how many 1km 
laps they could complete.  Special 
mention in dispatches goes to Lucy 
Austin who managed 85km, and to 
the Parsley twins, James and Matthew, 
who rode in from Stamford Bridge, 
completed 75 laps and then rode home 
after school.  Chapeau!  Sponsor money 
is still coming in, but we expect to raise 
over £400 for York Against Cancer.  Well 
done to everyone involved.

@pathfindertsa:  Final day with 
our fab Student Direct trainees, 
good luck!

Upcoming Iceland Trip!!!
With just over a week to go before we head to Iceland, we thought we’d reflect each week on one of the main 
activities we can look forward to experiencing while we’re there.  So, read on to find out more about exactly what 
happened and why it caused so much chaos back in 2010…

The volcanic eruption of the sub-glacial volcano in Iceland that created huge disruption to the European air 
industry between 14 and 21 April. 

Iceland is a country of fire and ice, home to several volcanoes and straddling two tectonic plates.  The Eyjafjallajokull volcano initially began erupting 
in March of 2010 and finally exploded on 14 April.

The eruption threw thousands of tonnes of mineral ash into the air - forced higher by steam plumes created as glacial 
ice melted.  Most of it contained extremely fine particles which formed an ash cloud, rising 20,000-35,000 feet into the 
atmosphere.

Ash clouds pose great danger to aircraft and can lead to engine failure, because the fine, abrasive particles erode 
metal, clog fuel and cooling systems and melt to form glassy deposits.  This is what caused planes to be grounded, 
but by 21 April most flights were given the all clear to fly, until another major eruption... 

This time, weather systems also carried the cloud to Spain and the Mediterranean 
causing widespread cancellations!  You and your family may well have been affected!  But, rest assured, the volcano 
is not scheduled to erupt during our visit, meaning we’ll get to experience the volcano that is entirely covered by an 
ice cap, located on the south coast of the island of Iceland.  For the Geographers amongst us, Eyjafjallajokull is what 
is known as a stratovolcano, meaning it has a large, steep sided cone.  Mount Etna and Mount Vesuvious are also 
stratovolcanoes and are among the most destructive.

Eyjafjallajokull is 1,651 metres high, with a crater of up to 4 km in diameter, containing 3 main peaks.  The mountain was once part of the coast, 
although it has now retreated.  Its unusual and difficult to pronounce name comes from the combination of various words with different meanings. 
Different parts of the name mean island, mountain and glacier.

Rounders
The two Year 10 teams 
have completed their 
rounders season 
in style by coming 
1st and 5th in the 
Year 10 rounders 
tournament on 
Monday evening.  
All students were fantastic, putting in 100% effort, 
determination to succeed and showed compassion for 
each other with fantastic team work.  Well done Ladies!

The Year 7 rounders team had a 
very close match against Millthorpe 
on Thursday evening, falling short 
by 1 rounder in the final seconds.  
Star player of the match was Ruby 
Hunter who made a gallant effort in 
the last few balls trying to make up 
the deficit.  Well Done!

Tennis
Well done to the Girls’ Tennis 
team who battled the heat and 
came away with a win against 
Manor this week.  Year 8 won 
20 games to 12.  Year 9 tied 16 
games and all Year 10 won 26-
6.  Special mention to Imogen 
MacKender (Year 7) who stepped 
up to play for the Year 8 team and 
to Chloe Firth  who stepped in for 
the Year 9 team at last minute.
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Archbishop Holgate’s School Chamber Choir
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