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Head’s Introduction

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to start this Newsletter by thanking all 
the students, staff and parents for their support 
and contributions to Open Evening on Tuesday.   It 
was nice to hear comments about how students 
were helpful and polite, sharing their pride for the 
school and its community.

We’ve also included with this Newsletter information about how the 
primary schools across the Pathfinder Trust have performed during 
the last academic year.  As you can see performance has been excellent 
and as a Trust we are closer to our ambition of ensuring an outstanding 
education from age 2-19.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship, form groups have been 
reflecting on the Importance of Language and how powerful 
it is for good or ill.  One of the quotes we have spent some time 
thinking about is:
“You live a new life for every new language you speak.  If you 
know only one language, you live only 
once.”  Czech Proverb
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.

Mon 1 Oct

Mon 1 Oct
Wed 10 Oct

Tue 16 Oct
Wed 17 Oct

Fri 19 Oct

Y10 Work Experience Evening for Parents, 
6.00pm, Main Hall
Y6 Primary Art Morning
Y7 and Y8 Accelerated Reader Evening for 
Parents, 6.00pm, Main Hall
Ski trip information evening, 6.00pm, Main Hall
Y7 Form Tutor Parents’ Evening
Non-Uniform Day

Upcoming Events

Theatre Trip
Last week fifty Year 11 students enjoyed 
a performance of An Inspector Calls at 
York Theatre Royal.  As one of the GCSE 
English Literature texts, this was a great 
opportunity for them to gain valuable 
insight into the play.  All of them came 
out of the theatre having loved the 
production and discussing the way key 
characters and themes had been presented throughout.  It was lovely to 
see so many excited youngsters talking through issues like community 
and responsibility and how the play’s message relates to today’s world.  
Thank you to all who gave up their evening to give the students such a 
valuable experience.

Year 10 Work Experience Evening
Year 10 Work Experience takes place from 13-24 May 2019.  On Monday 
1 October there will be a meeting for parents to provide information 
about Work Experience and to answer any questions you may have.   
The meeting starts at 6.00pm and should last no longer than an hour. 

Ski Trip 2019
There will be an important meeting on Tuesday 16 October, 6.00pm in 
the Main Hall.  Snow Union will be there to organise ski wear hire and 
give advice on clothing and equipment.
Payment reminders: please keep up to date with payments and make 
sure that passports will be valid for departure on Friday 22 February 
2019.

York Independent State School Partnership
York ISSP have launched an online publication, 
run and edited by students, for all young 
people in York to publish their fantastic work 
online.  It's called Insightful Imaginings - visit 
the website at: insightful-imaginings.com.  

Two of the editorial team have links to Archbishop’s - Eve Battersby (Co-
Editor) and Holly Cairns (Editorial Assistant).  The website was designed 
and built by a great group of people and you can follow it on Twitter @
iimaginings.
Fiction, non fiction, poetry, art work, scientific research, Maths puzzles 
- whatever a child wants to submit, not necessarily written specifically 
for this, could be something they've already done.  Details on how to 
submit work are available on the website.
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Top tips for talking about the news
What is fake news?  Fake news is news that isn’t true because it’s either 
completely made up or the facts of the story have been changed. 
Some fake news stories are created for fun and others want to change 
people’s opinions.  Sometimes, fake news can be adverts or photos 
that have been changed to trick people. 
Why is it important to talk about the news with your child?  Fake news 
can affect children’s wellbeing and anxiety levels, and cause confusion 
and mistrust. 
1 in 5 children and young people believe everything they read online 
is true (Ofcom, 2016) and only 2% were able to identify all news 
stories correctly as either real or fake in a survey (National Literacy 
Trust, 2018).  By talking to your child about the news, you will help 
them learn to question it and work out for themselves if they trust it.   
Children are most likely to talk about the news with their family, than 
with anyone else.  Here are some simple steps to help you with these 
conversations:

 
Useful websites:
You can find some great child-friendly information about fake news 
and how to spot it on the BBC Newsround website (bbc.co.uk/
newsround).
First News (live.firstnews.co.uk), The Day (theday.co.uk) and The Week 
Junior (theweekjunior.co.uk) create news for children and young 
people.
Childnet has some helpful advice on talking to your child about 
difficult issues in the news  (childnet.com/parents-and-carers).

Message from Head of Year 9
It has been a pleasure to welcome my year 
group back to school.  All the students look 
extremely smart in their new uniform and I am 
enjoying  reacquainting myself with them and 
rediscovering what wonderful students we 
have in Year 9.  I was fortunate enough to have 
accompanied two coach loads of year 9‘s to  
Paris in the summer and I can honestly say, it 
was one of the best, if not the best school trip I have been on.  
The students were an absolute pleasure to spend time with.  I received 
similar feedback about students on the Germany trip too.  This is a year 
group with immense potential to succeed both academically and socially.
I am delighted that most of our forms have retained the same experienced 
and excellent tutors as last year; they already know their forms well and 
will continue to build positive relationships: Miss A Cooper; Miss L Cooper; 
Mr O’Brien; Mr Wood; Miss Darlington; Miss Kady; Miss Jackson; Miss 
Leplatre and Miss Redman.  Joining our Year 9 team are Mr Clements and 
Mr Appleyard, both of whom have made an excellent start in getting to 
know their charges.  Mrs Mennell completes our team as Pastoral Support 
Worker.  If your child has any concerns whilst in school, we are here to  listen 
to them and give the necessary support.  Please encourage your children 
to talk to us in the first instance so that we know what is going on and we 
can support them.  If we don’t know about something, we can’t help.
We do expect that many Year 9’s will need our help along the year.  It will 
be an important year.  As well as becoming firmly established as teenagers 
and experiencing all the challenges that brings – for themselves and for 
you and us! - they have begun their GCSE exam courses and have begun 
studying – in options - the subjects of their choice.  I cannot stress too 
much the importance of this year.  The final exams may at this time seem 
to be in the far distant future, but everything they do now is providing the 
building blocks for their future success.  They are learning information and 
skills  which will be needed in two and a half year’s time and they can’t 
afford to waste any lesson time.  We will be encouraging them to give of 
their best always whether it be during the lessons or at home completing 
homework.  For those who have difficulty organising and or completing 
homework, I recommend they attend Homework Club which runs 
in L32 every evening.  I would also like to remind you that if they don’t 
understand a piece of homework, they must see their teacher before the 
day it is due, in order to prevent a detention from our new Homework 
Policy.
As well as helping the young people in our care, a favourite part of my job 
is visiting their classes when they are in their various subjects.  Last Friday 
was such a time.  It happily coincided with them studying their new option 
subjects.  I popped into Art; Engineering; French; German; Spanish; PE; 
Geography; Textiles; Sport and History.  Without exception, every single 
class was attentive, behaving well and the teachers were telling me how 
impressed they were with the start they had made.  You can imagine that 
it ‘made my day’ and made me very proud of them.  Of course, I expect 
nothing less and look forward to this fantastic start continuing as the year 
progresses.
Their progress will of course be greatly affected by their attendance and 
I was impressed that I was able to reward 9Lp for 100% attendance in 
the first week.  Well done to them.  No form managed it the second nor 
third week, but I challenge all forms to emulate this success and reap the 
rewards!

Of course, I expect my Year 9’s to work hard and to reap the success 
of that, but I also expect them to play hard too.  We have so many 
talented people in this year group and I want them all to make the 
best use of all the opportunities available to them.  Each form room 
has a time table of extra-curricular clubs pinned to the noticeboard 
and I urge them to attend as many as possible.  As you have already 
read in previous Newsletters, we have had a fantastic start to the year 
in both Netball and Football.  Well done to all those involved.  There 
are also so many of our year group who are members of SoulBand 
that I am currently liaising with Mrs Morrison as to when they can 
come and perform for us all in assembly.  I am looking forward to that!
It really has been a very good start to the year, and I look forward to 
it continuing.  Please may I remind you again that if you have any 
concerns, please be in touch with either Mrs Mennell or myself.  
Mrs Avey
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Maths and English GCSE resits
Please note these are straight after the October half-term break.
   •     Mon 5 Nov - English Lang Paper 1
   •     Wed 7 Nov - English Lang Paper 2
   •     Tue 6 Nov - Maths Paper 1
   •     Thu 8 Nov - Maths Paper 2
   •     Mon 12 Nov - Maths Paper 3

Key Dates
•   Tue 2 Oct - Year 11 IAG Day (no school for Sixth Formers)
•   Wed 8 Nov - Sixth Form Opening Evening (Year 11 students)

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select two 
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students 
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will receive a 
weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Emre Veli, 7Bl - For his resilient approach to school despite lots of 
challenges.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson
Eric Linley, 7Hv - For an excellent homework ethic and commitment 
to homework club.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson
Henry Lucas, 8MPe - For being a wonderful and polite young man.  
Really well done!  Mr Arthur
Ivy Robinson, 8Wb - For showing great compassion towards another 
student through kind words – a key focus this week.  Lovely to hear 
– well done!  Mr Arthur
Kizzie Philips, 9Aco -  For a fantastic start to the year: helpful and 
cheerful.  Well done.  Mrs Avey
Lento Yamagata, 9Ja -  For a fantastic start to the year: mature, polite 
and hardworking.  Well done Lento.  (Fabulous story teller too!)  Mrs 
Avey

Milly Thompson, 10Ry - For trying.  I have been especially impressed 
in Geography.  Keep it up.  Ms Ramsay 
Trinity Holdsworth, 10NAm -  For working at pace to a consistently 
high standard in Art.  Mr Wiles 
Kayleigh Gayles, 11Bs -  In recognition of Kayleigh’s willingness to go 
the extra mile in helping prepare the tutor room for Open Evening; 
thank you.  Miss Turvey
Olivia Sellers, 12Nc - For simply demonstrating great effort in lessons.  
Well done!  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney
Rebekka Tse, 13CFr -  Rebekka has made an excellent start to Year 13 
with hard work and unwavering commitment to progress.  Miss De 
Lashley
Leah Forber, 13Le -  For a huge effort in Art over the Summer break 
and since returning – especially on her coursework.  Miss De Lashley 

Fulford Partnership Key Dates
 •     Fri 5 Oct - Staff Training Day (school closed)
 •     Thu 18 Oct - Alternative Curriculum Day (no lessons)
 •     Mon 3 Dec - Year 13 Parents’ Evening
 •     Tue 11 Dec - Year 12 Parents’ Evening
 •     Fri 14 Dec - Taster Day (no lessons)

Free Food!!!
This weekend the Archbishop of York is hosting a variety of events at 
York Minster.  One of the events is a FREE lunch at a neighbouring café 
on Sunday 30 September, 12.30–2.30pm, specifically for young adults.  
This is for all young people aged 16-25, wherever they are on the 
spectrum of faith!  It is a chance to meet the Archbishop, hear him speak 
and share in conversations with him.  There will be no charge, but York 
Minster need to be informed if you wish to go.  Please let Mr Nihill know 
by 11.00am on Friday at the latest so he can email.

Reminder
Business students should return their letters 
about the Personal & Business Finance Student 
Workshop on 30 November in Leeds as soon as 
possible along with payment of £30.  Students 
with access to the bursary should see Mrs 

Walton in the Sixth Form Library for assistance.  It will be an incredibly 
useful and engaging day.

Tuesday 2 October - No Year 12 or 13
Year 12 and 13 are not in school on Tuesday 2 October as they handover 
the Sixth Form to Year 11 for the day to ‘taste’ a day in the life…  Students 
will be set study work to complete at home.  If your son/daughter have 
lessons at Fulford School then they are expected to still attend those 
lessons.  Transport will still run as usual from school. 

Student Helpers
The Sixth Form were exemplary during this week’s Year 6 Open 
Evening.  They were autonomous, smartly dressed, welcoming and 
a huge support to staff, younger students and visitors.  We cannot 
run events without their support and it is a welcome relief that we do 
not need to worry about their conduct or ability.  We are immensely 
proud and even more grateful!   Thank you.
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Thermal conductivity:  Thermal conductivity is the property 
of a material to conduct heat.  “At room temperature, the 
thermal conductivity of a diamond is about six times higher 
than that of a piece of copper.”

OF THE WEEK

 Sports Corner

Each week, we will highlight different types of student voice across the school and how students have the opportunity to shape the future of 
the school.  This week, we gave a selection of Year 8 students the opportunity to discuss what makes them happy in school and offer any further 
suggestions about how things could be developed within school.  After chatting to Mr Williams about their time in school, these are the great 
responses we received: 
What makes you happy at school?
   •   Caitlyn likes the opportunities the school offers to make friends and to build relationships. She discussed the trips and the importance of different 
       social areas outside of lessons. 
   •   All students highlighted the importance of fairness in schools and how much they appreciated the teachers’ use of the school values, particularly 
       when they show justice in dealing with students appropriately. 
   •   Imogen talked about how important the school’s charity work is and enjoys how regularly the school community comes together to raise money 
       through non-uniform day. 
What makes you feel safe in school? 
   •   Aisha was quick to point out the importance of the lanyards and how students appreciated how easy it was to identify who staff and sixth formers 
       are. 
   •   The group also discussed how the uniform helped everybody feel safe and be part of a community. 
   •   They also felt the consistent rules and sanctions in school made everybody feel safe and they could understand what was expected of them.  
What would you change about the school? 
   •   Riley helpfully pointed out more advice could be given about equipment on trips. 
   •   They felt it was important students were given the opportunity to use personal technology more and consider the impact of phones in school. 
   •   They are looking forward to having the new blue uniform next year!  

Football
The Y8 Football team 
headed to York High 
for their league and 
cup double header.  
The side went on to 
win 5-1 in very difficult 
conditions.  Player of 
the match was Bow 
Chin for his hold up 
play and creativity.

The Y10’s put in a perfect 
performance against 
York High scoring an 
impressive 13 goals 
despite our students 
playing out of position 
for long spells.  The 
player of the match 
could have gone to a number of players, 
but Harvey gets the award for his quick-fire 
hatrick.

Netball
This week both AHS Netball teams from 
Y10 and Y9 played away at Jo Ro.  They were 
up against tough opposition and were 
unfortunately unable to produce winning 
outcomes.  The students did however show 
compassion for each other, enjoyment of the 
game and fantastic team spirit.  Well Done 
Ladies.  Star players were Hannah O’Connor, 
for her enthusiasm and compassion and Mia 
Rank, for her leadership qualities. 

Open Evening
A BIG THANK YOU to all the volunteers who 
helped out at Open Evening.  We had over 
50 student volunteers that demonstrated 
their swimming, badminton, fitness and 
trampolining skills.  You are what makes the 
PE department so successful.

Rugby
Mr Goldsmith represented the school at 
Bootham Crescent last week at half time 
during York Knights league winning 
performance against Whitehaven. Three 
other schools join Archbishop Holgate’s 
who have successfully completed the 
England Talent Pathway accreditation.  
In order to gain the accreditation, 
schools must have successfully met 
the criteria set by the RFL in taking 
steps to ensure high quality PE is met, 
festivals attended, appropriate exit 
routes developed and highlighted to 
participants.  Accredited schools will 
have exclusive opportunities with 
England RL including the chance to take 
part in England RL research and events 
plus much more from the York Knights.

@AHSReligiousEd:  Year 7 
producing some fantastic 
work on the Parable of the Two 
Builders.
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Pathfinder Trust Board Vacancy
Are you interested in taking a leading role in the governance of our 
Multi Academy Trust?
As you know, our school is part of Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust, 
a partnership of nine church and community schools serving 
more than 3,500 pupils across York.
The Trust is currently looking to recruit 
a Trustee to sit on the Multi Academy 
Trust Board and as a parent/carer at 
our school, they would like to offer you 
the opportunity to apply. The Trust are looking for people with 
skills and experience in the areas of governance, primary school 
improvement, charity law, finance, procurement and bid writing.   
For more information, please visit http://www.pathfindermat.
co.uk/new-vacancies-holder/ 
If you would like to apply, please email info@pmat.academy with 
your CV and a covering letter explaining the skills and experience 
you could bring to the Trust Board. The closing date for applications 
is Friday 12 October.

Careers Information
Nestle have released their new Degree Apprenticeships.  Applications 
are available via their website: https://www.nestleacademy.co.uk/
apprentices/higher-apprenticeships-l4-6/.  There are apprenticeships 
in:
   •   Data Scientist (Degree)
   •   Chartered Manager (Degree)
   •   Finance (Higher)
   •   Operations (Degree)
   •   HR (Foundation Degree)

Mindfulness
Mindful Colouring is a way to practice focusing 
your attention.  Your brain experiences relief 
by entering a meditative state, by doing so 
stress and anxiety levels have the potential to 
be lowered.  Focusing on the present helps 
you achieve mindfulness and colouring can 
be done by anyone, not just artists or creative 
types.  You can find colouring books in many 
shops, download sheets online, or even draw 
your own.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort 
merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for all their 

hard work:

KS3 French - Henry Lucas, 8MPe
KS3 German - Laila McIntyre, 8JLi

KS4 French - Maia Leites, 11Gs
KS4 German - Marta Garofalo, 10Ay

KS4 Spanish - James Clark, 9Dn



Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an inclusive partnership of church and community schools www.pathfindermat.co.uk 

Congratulations to all of our schools on their fantastic 2018 results  

A RECORD BREAKING YEAR OF RESULTS 

 Progress Achieving Higher Standard Working at Expected Standard 

 Pathfinder Pathfinder National Local Authority Pathfinder National 

Reading +0.71 77.3% 75% 73% 31% 28% 

Writing +2.30 87.7% 78% 76% 30.1% 20% 

Maths +1.34 82% 76% 76% 31% 24% 

Combined No National Data 71.9% 64% 61% 15.7% 10% 
Spelling, Punctuation 

and Grammar  
No National Data 79% 78% 76% 38% 34% 

Excellent progress and outcomes for all 

our pupils, whatever their starting point 

 At Pathfinder results for Progress and Attainment at the Expected and Higher Standards 

are above both national and local authority scores on all three key measures. 

 We are delighted to have schools in the Trust in the top 5% nationally for progress in  

reading, writing and maths. 

 Over half of the schools in our Trust had more than 75% of pupils  

reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths. 

GCSE 

 Outstanding GCSE results! 

 Last year’s Progress 8 score of +0.53 was in the top 5% of schools  

nationally and this year’s progress score looks set to be even stronger. 

 61% of students achieved at least one A/A* or 7/8/9 (the new equivalent of A/A*). 

 77% of all subjects at GCSE are classed as ‘outstanding’ and are in the top 25% nationally.  

Sixth Form 

 Top 10% or better for the past five years for student performance. 

 This year 70% of ALL A Level grades graded at A*-B. 

 97% of all students achieved at least one A*-B or equivalent. 
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