
Pupil Premium Case-study 1:  

Year 11 Pupil Premium Revision Weekend: May 2017  

Rationale:  

Recent studies highlight that the most effective way to close the gap in attainment is to use pupil premium 

funding for targeted intervention which extends the learning opportunities of the disadvantaged students. i 

Internal student voice within school has highlighted that Pupil Premium students often struggle to work 

independently, particularly when revising, and these students struggle to work outside of the school 

environment. They also need further support and scaffolding, both academically and pastorally, from subject 

specialists, particularly in the run up to the exams.  

By taking students away for an intensive revision weekend, we were able to explicitly live our school values 

into being. Staff demonstrated an exceptional level of care for the individual in order to maximise their 

achievement.  

Aims:  

 To create a positive ethos towards revision and independent study during the exam period.  

 To provide intensive support for English and Maths.  

 To provide a safe, supportive environment for revision before the English and Maths exams.  

 To provide enrichment opportunities beyond the classroom.  

Intervention offered:  

The English and Maths department completed knowledge audits led by mock data to highlight specific areas 

of intervention. A comprehensive timetable was created which allowed key topic areas to be re-addressed 

and for students to apply their knowledge to exam style questions. An equitable balance was sought 

between English and Maths and other up-coming exams to ensure pupils were as prepared as they could be.  

Funding was ring-fenced to ensure all students had access to a range of resources and a suitable environment 

to revise. Whitby Youth Hostel provided an excellent range of classrooms and indoor/outdoor spaces to 

revise. Pupil Premium funding was used to fund the entire weekend, including the production of 

personalised revision resources. By taking students away from their normal environment, we were able to 

fully engage with them and provide intensive support for a sustained period of time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students worked in small groups with specific English and Maths teachers alongside members of the senior 

leadership team. Students focused specifically on deepening knowledge needed before applying to exam 

style questions. Students worked consistently hard throughout Friday evening and for the whole of Saturday 

and finally reviewed their progress on Sunday morning. This was structured around frequent breaks and 

opportunity to relax; we highlighted to students that it was essential they take breaks for a healthy work life 



balance. Sessions were designed to be varied in style and keep students engaged, including a range of 

individual, paired, group and whole group tasks.  

   

By the end of Saturday afternoon, students were working independently on a variety of revision tasks. It was 

excellent to see independent application of strategies taught throughout the weekend. By the end of the 

weekend, students had substantially raised their expectations; all students were much more comfortable to 

work independently and were confident in their own abilities ready for the up-coming exams. Many students 

commented that they were amazed by how much they had produced and were grateful for the opportunity.  

Pupil feedback:  

“I was amazed by how much work I got done. I was able to keep working all through the weekend and it was 

really nice to know my teachers were there to offer support and explain things I still wasn’t understanding. 
I felt really prepared for my exams!”  

“I’ve been so well looked after! I wouldn’t have done anything at home!”  

Parental feedback:  

“The Whitby weekend was above and beyond and the dedicated staff you have not only helped support my 
daughter in her education, but also showed her teamwork and dedication!”  
 

“Our son had a great time and the change of venue helped break up the usual routine when revising for the 
exams” 

 

Staff feedback:  

“It was fantastic to see some of our students, who have the most challenging circumstances, working hard 

and caring about their exams/future.” 

“The weekend provided opportunities to strengthen and deepen relationships between staff and students.”  

“I think it was invaluable and the students I have seen since have been very positive about it. The efforts of 
both teaching staff and students was impressive.”  

Next steps:  

We intend to repeat the opportunity with the next Year 11. We’d also like to widen this experience beyond 
Year 11 and explore the impact of study/revision days on pupils in Year 9 and 10. This would potentially 

provide the students with strong foundations for independent revision earlier in the GCSE preparation.   

We intend to continue to find methods which allow us to use Pupil Premium funding, offering early academic 

intervention whilst strengthening the “whole experience” of Pupil Premium students. The revision weekend 
was an excellent example of how disengaged pupils can fully engage with learning through a nurturing and 

caring environment.  



i https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Pupil-Premium-Summit-Report-FINAL-EDIT.pdf  
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