
Year 7 Catch Up Funding 

The Year 7 catch up premium has been offered by the Government as a targeted intervention fund. The aim is to 

close the gap for new starters in Year 7 who arrive in school without achieving at least a level 4 in their end of KS2 

assessments in reading and or maths.  

In 2017/2018, Archbishop Holgate’s School received £29,773 worth of funding.  

As of September 2017, we had X number of pupils who achieved below a L4 in either their reading level or maths at 

the end of KS2.  

This document highlights current and future projects which will be used to close the gap in the core subjects.  

Current Strategies  

 Accelerated Reading Programme.  

 

Our main priority this year has been introducing an accelerated reading scheme for Year 7 with a priority for 

those who require access to catch up strategies. Funding has been used to introduce the scheme, update the 

library and a reward led initiative.  

 

 Nurture Groups  

To support those significantly below target, we create a specific “nurture” group in Year 7. This is a small 
group which is taught, for the majority of subjects, separately. This ensures a high teacher/staff to pupil ratio 

and allows for focused catch up work and more 1:1 tuition.  

 

 Mastery of Maths  

 

Substantial investment in new materials and resources for new mastery of maths strategy in the department. 

This has been introduced across Year 7 with a focus on securing the basics/foundations of maths.  

 

 Paired Reading  

 

There is a long running programme which is devoted to peer-mentoring and support. During the weekly 

whole school DEAR time (Drop everything and read), specific Year 7 pupils read with a partnered Year 10 

pupil.  

 

 Literacy hour lessons in English  

The English department receive increased English teaching time with Year 7 with one lesson a week devoted 

to literacy. These hours are used to complete small group intervention work with pupils working below a L4.  

 Ripley the reading dog  

AHS has been a pilot school working with the charity ‘Dogs Helping Kids’. Ripley the dog works with Miss 

Nicol, the SENCO, to provide bespoke reading support for reluctant readers. Pupil voice is extremely positive.  

 Supported homework club  

There is an ICT based homework club on every night after school with a range of staff members on offer to 

support pupils with homework. Pupils below target are actively encouraged and supported to ensure they 

attend and receive additional support during homework.  

 Whole school literacy and numeracy coordinators  

 



Named whole school literacy and numeracy coordinators, alongside the Deputy Head for Teaching and 

Learning lead on a whole school initiative which aims to raise whole school literacy and numeracy through a 

consistent marking policy and drive to raise standards. Pupils below target for either reading or numeracy 

receive support through pupil Literacy/Numeracy mentors.  

 

 Transition roles maintaining collaboration before and after transition  

 

English Lead Practitioner and Maths Primary Liaison responsibility holder provide a yearlong programme with 

feeder schools, working closely with Year 5 and 6 pupils to ensure a collaborative curriculum is achieved 

across KS2 and KS3. Collaborative planning, administration and standardisation of transition units in both 

English and Maths.  

Future Strategies  

 

 Archbishop Holgate’s School is investigating a new intervention package for Maths and numeracy ready for 
September 2018.  

 


