
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Terms Definition 

1. Convention Features we would expect to find in different genres of writing. 

2. Genre Genre is another word for different types of story. 

3. Magical realism A genre of writing that creates a real world, but adds magical elements to it. 

4. Subtext What the writer shows us. 

5. Foreshadowing A structural technique where an author hints what is to come. 

6. Simple sentence 

A sentence that has a subject and only verb. 

 

7. Compound sentence 
A sentence formed by linking two main clauses with a coordinating conjunction. 

8. Complex sentence 

A sentence formed by joining a main clause and a subordinate clause with a conjunction. A 
subordinate clause is one that relies on a main clause to make sense. 

9. Protagonist The main character in a story. 

10. Inference 
A conclusion that you reach based on evidence. 

In English, we often think of inference as reading between the lines. 

11. Cliffhanger 
A plot device in which the end of a chapter, film or novel is curiously abrupt so that the main 

characters are left in a difficult situation without offering any resolution of conflicts. 

12. Allusion A term to describe when a writer or artist mentions something outside of the text or picture. 

Key themes Where do we see this in the text? 

Fantasy Yote 
Tibicenas 
The map 
Arinta 
The wood-light from Great-Great-
Grandfather Riosse’s boat 

Friendship Isabella and Lupe 

Family Isabella and Lupe 
Pablo and Masha 

Mystery and 
tension 

Cata’s death 
Lupe’s disappearance  
The Forgotten Territories 
Arinta 
Yote 

Context What has influenced the text and how it is 
written? 
 

Literary 
Context 
(how the 
text 
conform or 
subverts 
literature) 

The text conforms to that of magic realism, a 
genre of writing that creates a real world, 
but adds magical elements to it. 

Biographical 
context 
(the writer’s 
life) 

The writer has family all around the world 
and in her acknowledgements she explains 
how they have provided her with inspiration 
for her stories. 

Historical 
context 
(the 
historical 
background 
of the text) 

It seems that Hargrave has been influenced 
by Greek mythology, which often told of 
powerful beings and deadly monsters. One 
famous story is ‘Theseus and the Minotaur’, 
which is alluded to in the turning point of the 
story when Isabella and Lupe are trapped in 
the Labyrinth. 

Social 
context 
(the social 
background 
to the text) 

The text demonstrates recognisable social 
structures, present in societies around the 
world: rich and poor, the Governor as a 
tyrant and the rest of the island who serve 
him. There is a clear class divide.  

Key sentence level 
structural devices 
used in the text 

Definition 

Paratactic sentence A short, sharp, snappy 
sentence. 

Hypotactic sentence A complex sentence, usually 
for longer descriptions. 

Holophrastic 
phrases 

A one word sentence. Usually 
to communicate tension. 

How does the 
writer vary their 
sentences further? 

Definition 

-ing starter Beginning with a present 
progressive verb. 

Simile A descriptive comparison 
using ‘like’ or ‘as’ to begin a 
sentence. 

Preposition Tells you where something is 
or when it happened. A 
preposition requires an object 
(something being acted on). 

Adverb Tells you where, when or how 
something happens.  

Connective A linking word between 
words or phrases. 

-ed starter Beginning with a past-tense 
verb. 

Drop-in clause 
(embedded clause) 

Information related to the 
sentence topic is put into the 
middle of the sentence, 
marked by commas. 

Key character Key information Key quote and theme 

Isabella The protagonist. Da’s 
daughter. 

‘I shut my eyes, ready to 
fall.’- Mystery and tension 

Da Isabella’s father. Map 
maker. Imprisoned in the 
Dédalo. 

‘Each of us carries the map of 
our lives on our skin, in the 
way we walk, even in the 
way we grow’. –Fantasy, 
family and friendship 

 

Lupe Isabella’s best friend. 
She goes missing and her 
father organises a hunt 
for her. 

‘I threw my aching arms 
around her, pressing my face 
into her musty curls’ - 
friendship 

Governor Isabella’s father. The 
cruel dictator of Joya. 

‘They say the day the 
Governor arrived, the 

ravens did too.’ - Mystery 
(foreshadowing) 

Pablo Family friend of Isabella 
and Da. Son of Masha. 
Very protective. 

‘His shoulders were hunched, 
and I wondered if he felt the 
same weight in his chest, the 
same tightness in his throat’ - 
tension and ‘friendship’ 

Masha Mother of Pablo. She is 
very protective of 
Isabella. 

‘Masha wiped away my tears 
with her cuff, and steered 
me to a chair.’ – Friendship 
and family. 

Reading Knowledge Organiser ‘The Girl of Ink and Stars’ 

by Kiran Millwood 

Hargrave 

Plot summary: 

Hook: A young girl, Cata, mysteriously 

dies after Isabella’s best friend, Lupe, 

asked her to fetch her some dragon fruit 

from the orchard. 

Character introduction:  Isabella and 

Lupe have a big argument and Isabella 

accuses Lupe of causing Cata’s death. 

The Governor makes preparations to 

leave the island with his family, but their 

ship is burnt down by some angry 

rebels, including Pablo. 

Development: Lupe runs away. There is 

an uprising and many people are 

imprisoned in the Dedalo, an 

underground jail, including Da. The 

Governor organises a search party into 

the forgotten territories. As a 

cartographer’s daughter, she’s 

equipped with elaborate ink maps 

and knowledge of the stars, and is 

eager to navigate the island’s forgotten 

heart. But the world beyond the walls is 

a monster-filled wasteland – and 

beneath the dry rivers and smoking 

mountains, a legendary fire demon 

(Yote) is stirring from its sleep. 

Turning Point: Isabella and Lupe get 

lost in the Labyrinth beneath the 

forgotten territories and must avoid the 

terrifying Tibicenas. Whilst there, 

Isabella comes face to face with Yote, 

and using the legendary sword of 

Arinta, she saves the island by releasing 

the ocean’s water and flooding the 

demon world. In the process, Lupe 

becomes stuck in the flood water and 

slips from Isabella’s grasp. 

Resolution: The Dedalo floods with 

water and it seems that many are 

trapped. But Pablo manages to save 

them by breaking the trapdoor which 

had been nailed down by the Governor. 

Water continues to flow beneath the 

island, and Joya begins to float. The 

island is now safe. 

The context of a text is not the things that appear on the 

page but the circumstances in which it was written. The 

context helps to build up a background of how and why the 

piece of writing may have been written - events happening 

in the world at the time, how men or women were regarded 

in society, or even people’s opinions of religion or social 

rules can be reflected in a piece of writing. 

 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-clause
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-connectives


  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

  

Whole text structural devices used in the text Definition 

Cliff hangers A cliffhanger is a type of 
narrative or a plot device in 
which the end of a chapter, 
film or novel is curiously abrupt 
so that the main characters are 
left in a difficult situation 
without offering any resolution 
of conflicts. 
 

Foreshadowing A structural technique where 
an author hints what is to come.  
 

Flashbacks A section in a novel set in a 
time earlier than the main 
story. 

Setting Where the action is taking 
place and how it is described. 

Time When the action is happening.  

Opening How the story, chapter or 
extract begins. The tone or 
mood created here is 
important. 

Perspective The point of view being 
presented and how this might 
effect the interpretation. 

Shift in focus The way a text will move 
between different aspects to 
focus on. 

Ending How the story, chapter or 
extract ends. The tone of mood 
created here is important. 

Characters How a character is presented: 
their characterisation. 

Story overlay 

Structure  Simplified features of plot  

Overcoming the Monster 
Archetype 

 
We meet the monster and 
the hero. 
  
The hero moves towards the 
monster but still feels safe 
and comfortable. 
  
The hero and monster meet. 
They battle and it looks like 
the hero might fail. 
  
There is a big battle where 
all seems lost but is finally 
won.  
 
The monster is dealt a fatal 
blow and its dark power is 
overthrown. 

Important Language Techniques to include 

Ambitious adjectives Exciting descriptive words. 

Hyperbole The use of extreme exaggeration.   

Imagery When the writer provides mental “pictures”.  

Juxtaposition Two ideas together which contrast each other.   

List (of three) A number of connected items (three= effect). 

Metaphor Something is presented as something else. 

Oxymoron Contradictory terms together “bittersweet”. 

Pathos Language used to appeal to the emotions.  

Personification Giving human traits to something non-human. 

Repetition When a word, phrase or idea is repeated. 

Semantic Field A set of words from a text related in meaning. 

Simile Something is presented as like something else.  

Symbolism An idea is reflected by an object/character etc. 
Syntax The way words and phrases are arranged. 

‘The Girl of Ink and Stars’ 

by Kiran Millwood 

Hargrave 

Writing Knowledge 

Organiser 

What is a story archetype? 

A narrative pattern used around the world as a basis for 

most classical and modern literature. 

Hook 

Character 

introduction 

Development 

Turning point 

Resolution 

Narrative bookmark structure 

What is your: 
 
 

1 setting? 

1 character? 

1 event? 

1 hour? 

What is characterisation? 

The creation of a fictional 

character with a focus on the 

following aspects: 

-Dialogue 

-Appearance 

-Relationships 

-Behaviour 

-Action 

RULE OF  

See the other side for 

how the narrative of 

‘The Girl of Ink and 

Stars’ conforms to the 

narrative structure 

below. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwij8--N9qXcAhUKnRoKHZH8BBIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.tes.com/lessons/LjnLlsGBIMYjQw/characterisation-in-harry-potter-and-the-philosopher-s-stone&psig=AOvVaw3xvKQri81MJp3hsTrn93-X&ust=1531909594455796
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwii4rK7pqPcAhUEmRoKHefLB44QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DLcOgvP6DFPQ&psig=AOvVaw3vcMN_ZYKg4QeBivB8MxQv&ust=1531819499740612
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiBtvHTpqPcAhXkxoUKHXclBW0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://wronghands1.com/2015/03/06/foreshadow/&psig=AOvVaw0jgSLOxCwCT-faM4mVFq6z&ust=1531819551150089

