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“This is a school where
every child does matter.”
Ofsted

“The distinctiveness and
effectiveness of Archbishop
Holgate’s as a Church of
England school are outstanding.
Archbishop Holgate’s makes
a very positive impact on
the community it serves.”

“Teachers are very caring
and you feel that they know
your child well and that
their welfare and
learning are a priority.”

SIAMS
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Headteacher’s Welcome
By Headteacher Andrew Daly

We understand that the decision about where to entrust the care of your child
is extremely important and we thank you for considering Archbishop Holgate’s
School. As a school community we pride ourselves on the fact that our students
are happy and enjoy the experience of learning with us in all kinds of ways.
As an outstanding school we realise that achievement
comes in many different forms and we are
committed to ensuring that your child has every
opportunity to flourish, grow in confidence and
make the most of their individual gifts and talents.
The collaboration and relationships between students,
parents and school is key to our success as a learning
community. Communication is central to these
relationships, which is why my colleagues and I will
always be available to discuss the education and
personal development of your child. As part of this
commitment I personally make it a priority to send
a newsletter to parents each week; and our school
Twitter feed, website and Facebook can also help keep
you up-to-date with all the latest news from the school.
Archbishop Holgate’s is a flourishing school with
outstanding examination results, high quality teaching
and learning, an inspiring curriculum (complemented
by sporting and musical achievements) and a wide and
varied programme of extra-curricular opportunities.
We seek to nurture aspiration and promote excellence
in all our students with whole-school celebrations that
embrace the entire school community, such as our

Young Leaders Award, end of term assemblies, musical
productions and our Christmas Service in York Minster.
We are committed to ensuring that our students
develop in all areas and at the heart of all we do is
our commitment to ‘Values, Care and Achievement’:

•
•

Christian values that underpin all we do

•

Maximum achievement for
all students, at all levels

Outstanding pastoral care that sees
each student as an individual

We know that your son or daughter’s education is
precious and as teachers we are privileged to play a part
in helping shape so many exciting futures. At Archbishop
Holgate’s this is a responsibility that we fully embrace.

“Archbishop Holgate’s is a school
where real opportunities for
transformation exist.” SIAMS

Values – Care – Achievement
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Values, Care, Achievement

Our Vision is one which combines
Values, Care and Achievement.

This is reflected in the words of our
Patron the Archbishop of York:

As a Church of England school we strive to ensure
that all of our young people are cared for, given
every opportunity to develop through academic
study, to grow personally and spiritually and to
live into being those Values we hold dear in our
community and in wider society. Our role as a
Church school is to help nurture both academic
excellence and to help shape young people who can
make a significant contribution to the community
they serve. Key to this is a clear recognition that
all students have individual gifts and talents and
with support every young person can flourish.

“Archbishop Holgate’s School, is built
on the model of Christian love, and
the challenges of how to live this out
day by day in work and relationships.
Its ethos reflects the attitude found in
the best Church of England schools
across the land. An attitude which says
there should be no cap on aspiration
for students serving one another
willingly and with joy, achieving a
true education which enables them
not only to achieve academic success,
but to apply it for the benefit of all,
committed to making a difference to
the lives of young people and their
community. This is a school, rooted in
a joyful trust in God revealed in Jesus
Christ, which seeks to serve. And its
staff and Governors work to create an
educational environment built on the
foundations of Christian love, faith and
hope, but not restricted to those who
call themselves Christians. At its heart,
it has the Gospel virtues of Justice,
Compassion, Forgiveness and Trust,
values which are nurtured in the school
community and lived out day by day.”

As such, the three strands of our vision, Values, Care
and Achievement, are deliberately expressed in
that order. Our distinct Christian Values help ensure
that every child is cared for as an individual and this
in turn will help them to succeed academically.

Sentamu Ebor
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“It is a very happy and inclusive community where the
four key values of Justice, Forgiveness, Compassion and
Trust can be seen not only in policies, but also in practice
wherever you go in school. This can be seen in the respect,
love and care shown by all and in particular by Sixth Form
students volunteering to support younger students.” SIAMS
Every year the school raises well over £10,000 for
charity. Examples of this include the Christmas
Shoe Box appeal, the Sixth Form RAG week, the
annual Danceathon and Sponsored Bounce as well
as Harvest collections, non-uniform days, cake sales
and charity sporting events. We are also, proud
to be the first local school to set up a Food Bank,
located in reception where we have four collection
points, one for each of our Houses and we are
delighted to say that these are regularly filled.
Over the last six years our School Values of
Justice, Compassion, Forgiveness and Trust have
been embedded across our school community
and permeate all areas of school life.

We are very proud of our links with the Diocese
of Cape Town and every two years some of our
KS4 students visit South Africa, working with the
Fikelela charity to support those less fortunate.

Perhaps the best example of our Values being
‘lived into being’ are our students, through their
tireless commitment to charity and volunteering.

As a school community we think it’s important to
come together to celebrate whole school occasions.
Whilst our Christmas Service in York Minster is
perhaps the most well-known of these we also
celebrate Christmas and Easter with whole-school
services and remain committed to starting the
year and ending each term with whole school
assemblies. We are also proud to welcome visitors
to school such as the Archbishop of York and
Archbishop Tutu who blessed our Spiritual Garden.

Over the last four years over 500 students
have achieved their KS3 Young Leaders Award,
something our Sixth Formers are also now
undertaking. Last year students contributed to a
remarkable range of projects and events ranging
from fundraising for the Fikelela charity in Cape
Town to volunteering in local primary schools and
organising events in school for the local community.

“Parents are
overwhelmingly proud of
the Academy and state
the vision statement really
attracted them to the
school. It is implemented
on a day-to-day basis.”
SIAMS

Values – Care – Achievement
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Values, Care, Achievement
“Pastoral care is exemplary…the outstanding pastoral
care based on clear Christian values, supporting every
child in school on their personal journey.” SIAMS
We also pride ourselves on the strong relationships
that all staff have with students. Our behaviour system
based on collective responsibility and mutual respect
is underpinned by our belief in Forgiveness and a
clean slate. Rewarding effort, manners and progress
are essential and our rewards system includes letters
home, merit certificates, end of term drawers, trips to
Meadowhall and Flamingoland, as well as breakfast
with the Headteacher for students in each year group.

We believe that Archbishop Holgate’s
School is a very special place to be.

We believe that tutor time is ‘the sixth lesson of the
day’ and a great deal of time goes into developing a
programme that enriches all students. Form Tutors
know all students as individuals whilst activities
like ‘This Week’s News’, ‘Thought for the Day’,
‘Skills’, ‘Quizzes’ and regular acts of Collective
Worship mean that our students both enjoy and
develop during these 20 minutes each day.

Our last Ofsted inspection confirmed this view
by saying that pastoral care was outstanding.
Our reputation for knowing and caring
for each student as an individual is what
attracts many families to our school.
We have a dedicated pastoral team working each
day to support all students, which includes Form
Tutors, Heads of Year, Pastoral Support Workers, an
Assistant Head responsible for Pastoral Care, an
Assistant Head responsible for School Community, a
dedicated Safeguarding Officer and a Deputy Head
responsible for Care, Support and Administration.
As an outstanding school we are fully committed
to looking at additional innovative ways to care
and support all our students. As part of this we are
one of the few schools in the country to have a
Pastoral Dog. Ripley joined the school in September
2014 and works alongside our SENCO supporting
our students and bringing a positive sense of
well-being to the entire school community.

“I enjoy producing resources each
week for every young person in
school to use during tutor time.
It is important that our students
gain an understanding of what is
going on in the world around us.”
Headteacher
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Our tutor time is further enhanced by the school
House System with all students belonging to
either Foss, Esk, Derwent or Ouse and working
together in a wide range of competitions
throughout the year. Examples include Sports
Day, Baking and Spelling Bee competitions.

“There is a strong sense
of community. We look
out for each other.”

We are also proud of our Paired Reading programme
and the care this offers to individuals in our school
learning community. We are passionate about
giving students the chance to work with their peers
and develop positive, supportive relationships.
Our Sixth Form students work in a variety of
ways to enhance the experience of lower school
students, provide individual care and encourage
an ethos of aspiration. Paired Reading has
proven a particular success, with more able and
interested Year 11, 12 and 13 students reading
with a student from Year 7, 8 or 9 each week.

Student

Care for the individual is also seen in the
commitment of our students to volunteering.
We have an incredibly strong team of Sixth Form
Student Leaders who work with younger students
in lessons each week and who lead the school’s
thriving School Council which has regular meetings
with each year group. We also have a dedicated
team of Year 10 Student Prefects as well as Literacy
and Numeracy Leaders across the school.

“The very strong relationships
throughout the school
built on mutual respect
underpinned by the explicit
vision and Christian values.”
SIAMS

Values – Care – Achievement
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Values, Care, Achievement

Maximum Achievement for
each student at all levels.

Quality of Teaching and Leadership

Achievement comes in many different forms and
collectively, as a school community, we take great
pride in our individual and collective successes.
We firmly believe that all our students can be
successful and make the most of their gifts and talents.

The Headteacher alongside other senior leaders share
expertise with other schools locally and nationally.

Whole School
At the last Inspection:

•

SIAMS - The Diocesan Inspectorate - has
graded us Outstanding in all areas (2018)

•

Ofsted graded us as Outstanding in our last
inspection and since then we have had OFSTED
visits in History (2018), Sixth Form (2017)
and Design & Technology which have all
since formed best practice case studies

The Department for Education has afforded us both:

•

National Teaching School status
(Pathfinder Teaching School)

•

National Support School status

Other accolades include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
8

RE Gold Award
C&K Careers Gold Award

“The school’s work as a
national Teaching School
is also recognising the
central importance
of sharing expertise
around what makes for
effective pedagogy.”
YCP

International Schools Award
Design Mark for Engineering
Sport England Sportsmark
Speaker’s School Council Award (Student Voice)
Values – Care – Achievement
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“The leadership team is extremely high calibre, led by
a passionate and inspirational Headteacher. There is
a real sense of openness, wisdom, and insight in their
practice, which enables everyone in the Academy
to feel valued and therefore to flourish.” SIAMS
Academic Excellence

Examples of Student Achievement

•

A level performance within the top
1% in the country

•

•

The school consistently performs in
the top 10% of schools for student
performance at AS and A2

Scholarships to Oxford and
Cambridge University, as well as
successful applications onto medical,
veterinary and dentistry degrees

•

Engineering case study on digital tools
presented to a European conference

•

Students speaking on a national level
about the new Technical Baccalaureate

•

700 successful Archbishop
of York Young Leaders

•

Musical best practice from Archbishop
Holgate’s has been shared with other
schools through the Royal College of Music

•

Business students win ‘The Big
Deal’ and a trip to New York

•

Successful School Shows (Grease)
and Drama productions each year

•
•

York Rotary Young Chef Champions

•

The Sixth Form was the highest
performing centre nationally for
Vocational Qualifications in 2013

•

The three year averages for performance
at KS4 place the school as being above
national averages across key performance
indicators. In 2017 the Progress 8 score was
+0.53, one of the strongest nationally

•

The school has been invited to Downing Street to
celebrate academic excellence in state education
and has been chosen to pilot prestigious new
qualifications such as Core Maths and T Levels
Of 1305 Ofsted Parent View responses:

98% agree their child is well taught
97% agree their child makes good progress

Year 7 Solar Boats Challenge

“Outstanding
opportunities for the
gifted and talented.”
Ofsted

Values – Care – Achievement
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Exciting Trips and Visits

Archbishop Holgate’s prides itself on the wide range
of local and international trips and visits that play
a vital part in enriching the curriculum and giving
our students valuable life experiences that will
linger long in their memory. This begins in Year 7
where the whole year group go on a residential trip
to Bewerley Park to foster a sense of community
and develop those essential skills for life. Regular
international trips in recent years have included Paris,
Germany, Florence, South Africa, Taize and the annual
ski trip, but we also pride ourselves in providing

10

truly unique experiences when we travel longer
distances, with the aim of broadening our students’
horizons even further. In the past, we have visited
Kenya, Vietnam, Sicily, South America and the US,
and this summer we made the journey to Iceland.
In addition to the incredible international experiences
Archbishop Holgate’s offers, we are proud that our
curriculum planning allows students to access rich
and varied local and national visits. Our students
speak incredibly highly of these opportunities and
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how they help ‘bring to life’ their learning. Visits
to diverse places of worship such as Heslington
Church, mosques in Liverpool, Manchester and York,
as well as Buddhist Centres in both Manchester and
Pocklington, in addition to the Beth Shalom Holocaust
Museum in Nottingham, Auschwitz, the Thackray
Medical Museum in Leeds, Harlow Carr Garden and
annual Business and Design trips to New York and
Munich. These are just a sample of the trips offered by
curriculum areas. Furthermore, field trip opportunities
in Science and Geography include visits to Malham,
Flamborough Head, Boggle Hole and Scarborough.

Additionally, our Applied Law students benefit
from numerous different visits and speakers
to complement their studies and give them
working examples to use in their BTEC courses.

“This trip has changed my
life, what an experience”
Student

Values – Care – Achievement
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Extra-Curricular and Enrichment Opportunities

We are passionate about providing your child with
diverse learning opportunities both inside and
outside of the classroom and view extra-curricular
as an area where our school community really
excels, indeed we believe that our rich and varied
extra-curricular programme is a resounding strength
of the school. We place huge value on the impact
extra-curricular can have on the achievement and
personal growth of our students; over 50 clubs run
each week, with diverse experiences ranging from
a craft club to Comic Book club to the VEX Robotics
club (which competes at a national level), as well as

12

the Duke of Edinburgh Award for students in KS4
and 5 – there truly is something for everyone.
Our sports clubs benefit from outstanding facilities
including a swimming pool, gym, sports hall and
extensive fields and include rugby, football, netball,
tennis, swimming, trampolining, hockey and rounders.
Our exceptional music opportunities have been
recognised by the Royal College of Music and the
school’s ‘Backstage Club’ has provided the lighting,
sound and music for over 20 events this year,

Values – Care – Achievement

Archbishop Holgate’s Prospectus 2018

including the Minster Christmas Service where over
1000 members of the school community gather.
We believe that student learning is not limited to
the classroom. Our experience based curriculum
enrichment days provide additional opportunities for
students to learn, develop and challenge themselves.
Enrichment days take place throughout the year and
have included a careers fair with local businesses,
poetry and writing workshops with esteemed poets
and authors, field trips to consolidate knowledge and

understanding, as well as hugely beneficial events like
‘Restart a Heart’. Our enrichment days fulfil social, moral,
spiritual and cultural objectives and we believe this
focus on reflection and challenge is what makes our
enrichment days unique and enjoyable.

“The school productions
at Archbishop’s are
always excellent.”
Very proud grandparent

Values – Care – Achievement
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An Outstanding Sixth Form
“Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form is consistently in
the top 10% nationally for student performance.”

With a strong local and national
reputation, at Archbishop Holgate’s
Sixth Form every student is known
and cared for as an individual.
The success of our Sixth Form community is no
accident; it is the result of academic rigour combined
with outstanding pastoral care and high quality
teaching and learning. Our students enjoy their
learning and, within the context of a fully inclusive
curriculum, are supported and challenged to ensure
that their individual needs and aspirations are met.

“At Archbishop Holgate’s
Sixth Form we are committed
to ensuring that all students
will have the choice, support and
challenge to achieve and succeed.”
Director of Sixth Form

14

“Archbishop Holgate’s
Sixth Form – top 1%
nationally for A-Level
Performance.”
(2017)
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Here are just a few of the excellent reasons why people choose our Sixth Form:

•

A level performance within
the top 1% nationally

•

Our proven track record of outstanding
results is consistently in the top 10% for
Student Performance nationally for both
academic and vocational qualifications

•
•

A truly inclusive curriculum offer

•

The broad subject choice and additional
qualifications on offer to help students stand out

•
•

The facilities that are second to none

•

Academic rigour and support
for the most able

•

The opportunity to be Student
Leaders of the whole school

•

A real sense of enrichment,
community and cooperation

Our fantastic tutor programme
and enrichment opportunities

A structured learning environment
from the start of each day

“I quickly realised that my
views could make a difference
so I joined the Student Senate.
We have organised events, visits,
raised money for charity and
have helped shape the future
direction of the Sixth Form.”
Student

“I received excellent support with both my academic
and my professional development needs. The teachers
are friendly and supportive and you really feel part
of a community.” Student
Values – Care – Achievement
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School Life
“The very strong relationships throughout the
school built on mutual respect underpinned by
the explicit vision and Christian values.” SIAMS

Moving to Secondary School
This is a significant moment for all families. At
Archbishop Holgate’s we have young people from
over 30 different primary schools join us each year
and are committed to going the extra mile to ensure
that when they join the school they are happy, safe
and supported to achieve and succeed. As part
of this we have developed a transition timeline for
families. This starts during Year 5 with numerous
visits to school to take part in enrichment days.
From June in Year 6 the programme includes visits
to all primary schools by our Head of Year 7 and
Saturday morning sessions at Archbishop Holgate’s
for those students who are perhaps joining us in
smaller numbers from certain schools. July sees
both the Year 6 Induction Evening and Induction Day
- and as part of these, parents are provided with a
comprehensive Year 6 Transition Booklet containing
all key information in one place. Before October half
term parents will have benefited from a Cheese and
Wine Evening with Form Tutors as well as a Parents’
Evening. In addition, students will have experienced
the Bewerley Park residential trip to build friendships
and a sense of community within the year group.

16

“My daughter has really
grown in confidence this
year. I am really grateful
to the staff at AHS.”
“Really very happy
with the school, it has
surpassed expectations
– thank you.”
“Transition Day and
the meeting before
school started helped
me feel less nervous.”
Parents
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“Thank you for investing in my child. He has loved his
first year which means as a parent I am happy too.” Parent

Communication

Facilities

As a School community we realise that clear and
effective communication with parents is essential.
There are various ways to ensure this, from using
the school phone number 01904 411341, email
address reception@archbishopholgates.org or
contacting Form Tutors, Pastoral Support Workers or
Heads of Year. In addition, the Headteacher sends
out a weekly newsletter to all parents and the school
Twitter account @AHSYork provides information each
day about school life. We also have a school website
www.archbishopholgates.org with parental feedback
tab, and make effective use of both text messages
and our school app, which you can download and
keep up to date on school life, your child’s
attendance and academic progress.

Once at Archbishop Holgate’s students will benefit
from excellent teaching and learning within high
quality facilities. The school is fortunate to have
both a modern Sixth Form building (used by
all students), a modern English block complete
with Drama Studio and ICT Hub and a brand new
catering facility for September 2016. We have
extensive sporting facilities including an indoor
swimming pool, sports hall and gymnasium as well
as a large green area at the back of school. ICT
resources throughout school are excellent and we
have a Spiritual Garden where students from all
year groups can meet at lunchtime. Each year we
commit to further improvement, but are proud of
our welcoming school with high quality displays and
facilities that create a positive climate for learning.

Values – Care – Achievement
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School Life
“The lessons are challenging and the sports have
been fun. There are loads of clubs.” Student

Tutor Programme

School Lunch

We are very proud of our tutor programme which we
consider to be the sixth lesson of the day and which
we believe plays a key role in the development of
all our students. An example is included below:

Mr Richardson, our Catering Manager, and the
Kitchen staff at Archbishop Holgate’s pride
themselves on providing an excellent wellrounded menu whilst encapsulating food
and cultures from around the world.

Morning Registration:
Each morning Thought for the Day / Messages
Afternoon Registration:
Monday
News
Tuesday
Thought for the Day
Wednesday
Assembly / Chapel
Thursday
DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) Time
Friday
Quiz

Extra-Curricular Opportunities
Over 50 clubs run each week for students to take
advantage of. In Year 7 we have the ‘Super 7s Club
Challenge’ where each term Year 7 students are
given a Super 7s Club Challenge sheet to record their
attendance at any of the school’s extra-curricular
clubs with the student who visits the most clubs
receiving a prize from the Head of Year in assembly.

“School dinners are
very tasty. I really
like the curry.”
Student

18

We also work very closely with staff and
students, in developing the menu to ensure
it is both varied, healthy and popular.

Homework
Homework will be set for all of the subjects that
each student studies at Archbishop Holgate’s School.
There will be at least two subjects allocated each
day. Subjects that have one lesson per week will set
homework fortnightly. Subjects that have more than
one lesson per week will set homework weekly.

School Association
The Archbishop Holgate’s School Association (AHSA)
are a group of staff and parents whose aim is to
raise funds to put back into the school, supporting
the events and activities that make a difference to
our students. Last year they supported the School
Show, made a significant donation towards the new
minibus and raising money for our Pupil Premium
residential at Whitby. In addition to fundraising they
also act as a support at school events. They also
provide additional adult support on school trips.

Values – Care – Achievement
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Appearance
We are delighted to have a new school uniform which is currently being introduced
over a two year period. In September 2019 all students at Archbishop’s will
wear the new uniform.
The new school uniform consists of:

•

Claret jumper with school
logo * (Lower School)

•

Navy jumper with school
logo * (Upper School)

•

Claret and silver clip-on tie *
(Lower School)

•

Navy and silver clip-on tie *
(Lower School)

•
•
•
•

Plain white collared shirt
Black trousers/skirt
Black shoes
Hoody (optional) *

The current school uniform consists of:

LOWER SCHOOL
YEAR 7

UPPER SCHOOL
YEARS 9 & 10

The new uniform will apply to the following year groups:
Year 7 - New uniform
Year 8 - Current uniform
Year 9 - New uniform
Year 10 - New uniform
Year 11 - Current uniform
Full details on our current uniform can be found at:
www.archbishopholgates.org/assets/
Files/AHS-Current-Uniform.pdf
Full details on our NEW uniform can be found at:
www.archbishopholgates.org/assets/
Files/AHS-New-Uniform.pdf

“I’m happy because I’ve
made lots of friends and
learnt new things.” Student

•

Claret sweatshirt with school
logo* (Lower School)

•

Navy Sweatshirt with school
logo* (Upper School)

•
•
•
•

Plain white polo shirt with school logo *
Black trousers/skirt
Black shoes
Hoody (optional) *

Sixth Form

•

No uniform, but smart casual dress

PE Kit

•
•
•
•
•

Navy blue reversible games top
Navy blue shorts
Swimming trunks/shorts
Navy blue long football socks
Football boots

*The school jumper and tie must be purchased from our uniform supplier Keal Teamwear. Students can also
purchase the optional hoody from Keal Teamwear to wear to and from school and as part of their PE kit.
Values – Care – Achievement
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An Inspiring Curriculum
“Excellent teaching and support for learning.” Ofsted

Whilst the national directive on
curriculum continues to dictate
much of what a child should study
to Key Stage 4, at Archbishop
Holgate’s we strongly believe in
the education of the whole child.

Each child can expect to be taught by a subject
expert, who will be continually challenging all
learners to achieve their very best. Our staff
are all passionate about their subjects and
seek to inspire learners with an enthusiasm for
each and every subject they are studying.

We have a broad and balanced curriculum that
supports all learners to successfully move onto
progression routes that include Sixth Form and
Apprenticeships. Our GCSE courses begin in Year
9 and we are delighted to continue to offer a suite
of Technology subjects at Key Stage 4 including
BTECs in Engineering and Business, alongside a
host of Creative Arts subjects including Music,
Drama and Media. Students wishing to gain
an understanding of the modern world can do
so through Sociology or Travel & Tourism.
Our values driven curriculum is enhanced further
with a RE and PSHCE curriculum that embraces
the development of the whole child, raising
their awareness of all aspects of Spirituality,
Social Justice, and Moral Conduct and supports
students to become well-rounded citizens ready
to tackle the challenges of the modern world.

20

“Archbishop Holgate’s is an
outstanding school because it has
recognised the crucial importance
of getting it right in the classroom.”
YCP
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Art and Design
“You can’t wait for inspiration.You have to go after it.” Jack London
At Archbishop Holgate’s School we aim to provide an Art and Design experience that
fosters creativity, develops independent learning skills, and above all, enjoyment
through the opportunities we offer.

In Years 7 to 8 students explore a wide variety
of materials to help them develop their
confidence, skills and creativity. They learn
about different cultures and study a range of
traditional and contemporary art movements
which are used to stimulate their own ideas.

We aim to show students the relevance of
Art and Design in their everyday lives and
opportunities for visits to galleries and drawing
on location provides an enriching experience.

Many students continue to study Art and Design at
GCSE where they have the opportunity to explore their
own ideas through a variety of starting points. In Year
9 a series of mini projects are completed, offering
the opportunity for students to consolidate the skills
learnt in KS3. In Year 10 and 11 two extended projects
are completed and students are encouraged to explore
their strengths choosing to work in a range of drawing
and painting media, or developing ideas through
textiles, photography or printmaking. In the spring
term of Year 11 students complete the course with an
externally set project and a ten hour practical exam.
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Business Studies
“I’m convinced that about half of what separates the
successful entrepreneurs from the non-successful ones
is pure perseverance.” Steve Jobs
Studying Business will prepare you for virtually any career by equipping you with
financial understanding, organisational ability, marketing knowledge and
communication skills to present your ideas logically and clearly. The principles
of business underpin every shop, office and organisation in the UK economy,
ensuring you will have expertise valued by employers in all sectors.

On this course you will study 4 units:

22

1.

Enterprise in the Business World (Core
Unit) – investigate starting your own
business. You will create a business
plan and resources to pitch your idea.

2.

Finance for Business (Core Unit) –
learn how to prepare key financial
documents and understand how they
are used to monitor performance.

3.

Promoting a Brand – study a number
of promotional techniques and then
create a promotional campaign for a
new rollercoaster at Flamingo Land.

4.

Recruitment and Selection – learn
how businesses are structured
so that people can do their jobs
effectively and the recruitment and
selection process applicants must
follow when applying for a job.

In the two Core Units you will develop the key
enterprise, financial skills and knowledge necessary to
enable you to understand how businesses recognise
opportunities and build on them to succeed. You
will discover how a business makes and manages its
money and plans for the future. The optional specialist
units cover topics including branding and promotion,
customer service, sales, retail business, recruitment
and career development and business support.
The Level 2 First in Business provides an excellent
foundation for study in Sixth Form or to entrylevel job roles within any industry. Achievement
at Level 2 provides a solid grounding for the Level
3 BTEC National in Business which is varied and
covers specialist topics such as: Business Finance;
e-Business Strategy; Human Resources; Business
Law; Management and Marketing. Students can
then progress to university and roles in specialist
areas such as marketing, finance, customer service
or human resources in large organisations or a
more general role in a small local business.
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Drama
“I regard the theatre as the greatest of all art forms, the most
immediate way in which a human being can share with
another the sense of what it is to be a human being.”
Oscar Wilde

Theatre allows you to develop a better cultural understanding of the world and Drama
allows you to develop a better understanding of yourself. Drama GCSE gives students
the opportunity to express themselves creatively and confidently.

GCSE Drama gives you the opportunity to explore
the relationship between performer and audience.
You will be studying different styles of acting and
learning about different types of theatre in order
to develop your own performance skills. There
will also be opportunities to explore particular
drama texts and use yours skills as an actor,
designer or director to create performances.
You will learn how to analyse productions and create
written evaluations of your own and others’ work.

•

40% Devising Theatre – A piece of drama
based on a piece of stimulus and linked
with a particular practitioner or genre, with
supporting evidence of the process and
an evaluation of the final performance

•

20% Performing from a Text – Study
two extracts from the same text and
participate in one performance using
sections of text from both extracts

•

40% Interpreting Theatre – A two part
written paper in which you will be asked

The three part course enables students to engage in
a range of assessment styles, meaning that there is
something for everyone.
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Engineering
“The mind is like an umbrella, it functions best when open.”
Walter Gropius

The BTEC Diploma in Engineering is an exciting qualification which has been designed
and developed by employers and universities. The approach of this BTEC Diploma is
fresh and original. By immersing young people in the excitement and potential of
working in the real world of engineering, it will blend together the best of academic
and applied learning.

Archbishop Holgate’s has led Engineering
across the city for the last 5 years. As well
as classroom based learning, there are
numerous visits to local and national
companies. These visits are essential to
be able to learn and discover the real
engineering world through applied
learning. Such company links include;
McKechnie Plastics, Coca Cola
Enterprises, BMW Mini and Nestle.
The BTEC Diploma in Engineering
encapsulates a broad spectrum of
Engineering Sectors. We have developed
the whole course around “Micro Scooters”
and the company themselves are
even involved with us!
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On this course you will:

•

Use Autodesk Inventor to Design,
Improve Parts, 3D Print and
Test parts of the scooter

•

Explore a range of different materials;
testing them in such a way to learn
their properties and characteristics

•

Disassemble a range of products
to discover how they work

•

Learn to Design, draw and sketch
like an engineer would

•

Visit various companies to see what
Engineering looks like in the real world
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English Language
“Literacy is the means through which every man, woman
and child can realise his or her full potential.” Kofi Annan
Success in both English Language and English Literature is the key to success in all
subjects and all aspects of life. We want our students to develop their understanding
of the world around them by becoming fluent, accurate communicators and having
confident literacy skills allows our students to have options and opportunities in an
increasingly competitive world.

Language skills of all kinds are encouraged and developed throughout the key stages to promote
fluency, accuracy and an enjoyment of both reading and writing. Students can explore other worlds
past and present whilst they read and delve into their own creativity when they write.

At Key Stage 3, study includes:

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

•

•

•
•

•
•

The Girl of Ink and Stars by
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Poetry through the ages
The world of Shakespeare,
including study of a
full Shakespeare play

•
•

Conflict: this includes the
study of Private Peaceful
by Michael Morpurgo
Heroes and villains
in Literature
Linguistic detectives

•
•

Prejudice and identity
The Victorians: this includes
the study of a range of nonfiction texts and The Strange
Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
The detective genre
An Inspector Calls

At Key Stage 4, students will focus on both English Language and English Literature, completing
a range of practice exams to prepare them for their GCSE exams. Students will study a range
of fiction and non-fiction texts and also complete a speaking and listening assessment.

25

www.archbishopholgates.org

English Literature
“That is part of the beauty of all literature. You discover
that your longings are universal longings, that you’re not
lonely and isolated from anyone. You belong.” F Scott Fitzgerald
English Literature opens up a world of creativity, imagination and ingenuity. We want
our students to develop their understanding of the world around them by becoming
fluent, accurate communicators, but also avid and interested readers.  

At Key Stage 3, students will study literature
across the genres, including poetry from the British
Literary Heritage, to seminal Victorian works such
as Robert Louis Stevenson’s Jekyll and Hyde.
At Key Stage 4, the range of texts for study is
equally as deep and varied. The English Literature
set texts include, Romeo and Juliet, The Sign of
Four, and An Inspector Calls, the latter of which
students will begin to study in Year 9, as they
begin their GCSE English Language and Literature
course. Students will also study an anthology
of poetry as provided by AQA and continue to
read a range of fiction and literary non-fiction
texts in preparation for their GCSE exams.
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In the words of Maya Angelou:

“When I look back, I am
so impressed again with
the life-giving power of
literature. If I were a young
person today, trying to
gain a sense of myself in
the world, I would do that
again by reading, just as I
did when I was young.”
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Food Technology
“Nothing would be more tiresome than eating and drinking
if God had not made them a pleasure as well as a necessity.”
Voltaire

In Food Technology our goal is to encourage students to gain an understanding of
the role and value of food in society. Students will acquire a broad knowledge and
understanding of healthy eating patterns and develop the practical skills that are
needed to prepare and cook delicious and nutritious food.

At Key Stage 3 there is an emphasis on practical
work and at the end of Year 9, all students within
our care are capable of demonstrating a range
of practical skills and to work independently.
At Key Stage 4 our GCSE specification in Food
Preparation and Nutrition offers students the
opportunity to learn about the principles of food
science, nutrition and diet. We aim to develop
critical thinking skills and encourage students to
explore and debate current food issues. Through
the practical application of processes using a range
of food materials, students can further develop
their skill in preparing a wide range of dishes.

The course encourages them to develop their ability
to become more analytical through experimentation
with food materials and their organoleptic properties.
Overall, we aim to create informed consumers of the
future who consider costs, environmental, social,
ethical and moral issues surrounding food production.
Students have the opportunity to consider a number
of career pathways including development chef,
sensory scientist, dietician, buyer, technologist,
teaching and marketing.
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Geography
“Everything has to do with geography.” Judy Martz
In Geography we help our students to develop an understanding of the complex
planet that we live on and the atmosphere that surrounds it. By studying the delicate
balance of interactions between humans and our natural environment, we enable
students to consider how sustainable our lifestyles are and the impact that our
actions have on the landscape around us.

Geography in Key Stage 3 includes a balance of both
human and physical geography, studying topics such as
natural hazards, coasts, fantastic places around the world,
weird cities and wonders of the world. Throughout KS3
students will consolidate and extend their knowledge of
the world’s major countries and continents and understand
the dynamic nature of physical landscapes. Students
will be encouraged to consider how issues can extend
from local, to national and then global scale, and in doing
so, they should become aware of increasingly complex
geographical systems in the world around them.
The Key Stage 3 course develops our students to be
confident users of a range of geographical skills, that
are important not just in Geography but across the
curriculum. Skills include analysing and interpreting
different data sources, using OS Maps and displaying
and illustrating results as part of an independent or
group project. Throughout Key Stage 3, our students
will continue to enrich their locational knowledge
and spatial and environmental understanding.
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At Key Stage 4 students will enjoy an extended
programme of study, building on the issues explored
in Key Stage 3. Human topics covered explore global
wealth inequalities, mega-city growth and economic
imbalances within the UK. Physical topics will include
coastal landforms and management, river systems, and
natural hazards. Again, the interrelationships between
these two elements of geography will be considered
through units on energy management and climate change.
Throughout Key Stage 3 and 4, we offer significant
opportunities for our students to participate in fieldwork,
to help bring geography to life and to extend students’
learning well beyond the classroom. Geography is a subject
that delivers and develops a plethora of employability skills
sought after by employers and universities alike. These
include organisational, analytical skills, verbal and written
communication, ICT and research skills. Geography will
prepare you for almost any job or course you may wish to
do in the future, ranging from international aid worker to
transport planner, from accountant to conservation officer.
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Health and Social Care
“A modern health care system has to be completely focused
on the needs of its users.” Patricia Hewitt

Course Description
On this course you will study 3 units:

Assessment

•

Unit 1 – Human Lifespan and Development –

•

You will be assessed through internally
assessed coursework (75%) - using a range
of diverse activities including assignment
and project work, case studies, role play and
presentations.

•

Unit 2 – Health and Social Care Services
and Values – This component will give you an

•

External assessment (25%) - Component 3:
Health and Wellbeing requires learners to
assess an individual’s health and wellbeing
and use this to create a health and wellbeing
improvement plan. The design of this
external assessment ensures that there is
sufficient stretch and challenge, enabling the
assessment of knowledge and understanding
at the end of the learning period.

•

The BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care
is a Level 2 qualification, graded at Pass, Merit,
Distinction and Distinction *.

In this component, you will study how people grow and
develop over the course of their life, from infancy to old
age, this includes physical, intellectual, emotional and
social development and the different factors that may
affect them.

understanding of health and social care services
and will help you develop skills in applying care
values which are common across the sector (some
of which are transferable to other sectors that
involve interactions with clients or customers).

•

Unit 3 Health and Well Being – In this
component, you look at the factors that can have
a positive or negative influence on a person’s
health and wellbeing. You will learn to interpret
physiological and lifestyle indicators and what
they mean for someone’s state of health.

The Level 2 in Health and Social Care provides
an excellent foundation for study in Sixth Form
or to entry-level job roles within any health
and social care industry. Achievement at Level
2 provides a solid grounding for the Level 3
BTEC National in Health and Social Care.

To further your vocational experience, pupils
will have the opportunity to participate in a
range of activities such as visits from Guest
Speakers and a day spent at York Hospital.
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History
“History is the version of past events that people have
decided to agree upon.” Napoleon Bonaparte
Students in York are surrounded by history and at Archbishop Holgate’s School students
have the opportunity to study the subject in one of the country’s most historic schools.
We want students to engage with the ‘story’ of history and see how it relates to their
own lives.

We deal with everyday ideas such as continuity,
change, chronology, cause and consequence,
as well as source analysis, historical enquiry,
and concepts like democracy, revolution and
citizenship. Most importantly, we want all
students to enjoy History and succeed at it.
At Key Stage 3 students will have the opportunity
to study British History with the significance
of the Norman Conquest and the causes of
the ‘religious roller-coaster’ in Tudor Britain.
Students will also study arguably one of the
most significant events in British History, the
war between Crown and Parliament. However,
students will also focus on international History
with the rise and fall of Nazi Germany, the world
wars and the American war of Independence.
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At Key Stage 4 topics include Weimar Germany
and the Rise of the Nazi party, building on their
expertise from Key Stage 3. Students will study the
development of crime and punishment between
1000AD to the present day. This will include a
particular focus on the Whitechapel murders and Jack
the Ripper! Students will study the development
of the Cold War including the tension of the Cuban
Missile Crisis and the rise and fall of the Berlin
Wall. Finally students will have the opportunity to
study the Causes and Consequences of the Norman
Conquest a fascinating topic with local relevance!
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IT and Computing
“The PC has improved the world in just about every area
you can think of. Amazing developments in communications,
collaboration and efficiencies. New kinds of entertainment
and social media. Access to information and the ability to
give a voice to people who would never have been heard.” Bill Gates
Computer Science and IT take place in every school year and at every level. Students
get the opportunity to cover all aspect of the IT industry from graphic design to
spreadsheet modelling to text-based programming and games design.

In their Key Stage 3 CORE Computer Science and
IT lessons the students work through year 7 & 8
moving forwards from their basic IT skills developed
in primary school and look at how to use software in
a more professional manner. Across these first two
years they cover a wide variety of topics and skills
including: producing Harry Potter spreadsheets;
discussing issues of e-safety; creating movie trailers;
designing databases; designing and creating websites;
creating interactive games and an introduction to the
Computer Science subject. As they progress to year
9 they cover the Key Stage 4 National Curriculum by
studying higher level skills and learning to draw all of
these skills together into a number of large projects
covering many skills at once. These include advanced
e-safety; multimedia products and garden design.

At Key Stage 4 students have a choice of two courses:

•

Level 2 BTEC ICT is a much more general IT

•

GCSE Computer Science is a course for students
who want to study the “geeky” side of the subject.
The course covers a detailed look at how the
computer components transfer, process and store
data and also asks the students to become expert
coders in the programming language python.
Assessment takes place through two technical
paper-based exams and a controlled assessment
programming project.

course and follows on from the work done in Year
7 and 8. It covers the use of ICT in the work place,
planning and managing a project in relation to
user interface and dashboard creation. It covers
cyber security legal & ethical codes of conduct.
Assessment takes place through two internal units
and one externally assessed unit.
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Mathematics
“ The essence of Maths is not to make simple things
complicated, but to make complicated things simple.” S Gudder
Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been
developed over centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most
intriguing problems.

It is essential to everyday life, critical to science,
technology and engineering, and necessary for financial
literacy and most forms of employment. A high-quality
mathematics education therefore provides a foundation
for understanding the world, the ability to reason logically,
an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics,
and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.

Therefore, teachers will emphasise how skills taught
in one topic can be utilised in another. For instance,
the use of algebra in solving area and perimeter
problems, or how averages can be used in co-ordinate
geometry. Furthermore, connections with other subjects
will be highlighted, making it clear to students that
mathematics underpins much of human knowledge.

Throughout Key Stage 3 and 4, students study a variety
of modules across the four key strands of mathematics.
These are number skills, algebra, statistics and geometry.
Students will follow a mastery approach in Year 7 and
8, where the fundamental principles that underpin
mathematics are studied carefully and thoroughly. This
gives a firm foundation of mathematical understanding
and allows students to develop fluency, reason logically
and solve real-world problems with confidence.

The AQA Level 2 certificate in Further Mathematics
is an additional qualification offered to our most
able students. It bridges the gap between GCSE
and A Level by refining their higher order reasoning
skills, particularly in algebra. It extends the Key
Stage 4 curriculum, placing an emphasis on
becoming fluent with the most demanding concepts,
being able to conduct rigorous arguments, and
developing algebraic and numeric confidence. It
also introduces the advanced concepts of calculus
and matrices, as well as developing further
skills in trigonometry, functions and graphs.

The reformed GCSE now expects students to be able
to make links between different mathematical skillsets and use their knowledge in unfamiliar settings.
32

Values – Care – Achievement

Archbishop Holgate’s Prospectus 2018

Media
“If your aim is to change the world, journalism is a more
immediate short-term weapon.” Tom Stoppard
We are surrounded by the media in all aspects of life and the media industry is one of the
fastest growing in Britain. GCSE Media Studies provides a fascinating introduction into the
power behind the media whilst equipping pupils with a range of practical and design skills.

BTEC Creative Media Production offers students an
interactive and engaging course that aims to broaden
their minds. Students will cover all aspects of media
including language, representations, industries and
audiences, giving students both an overall and in-depth
understanding of how media represents the world. This
new, exciting course will give students the opportunity
to create the products that they love to consume
and give them the fundamental skills to work in the
creative and media industries. This leads perfectly
into A Level Media Studies or other creative subjects.

The course is a perfect introduction to both practical
and theoretical media principles and can therefore
provide a strong foundation for careers in web-design,
media production, journalism and University. 60%
of the course is internally assessed and based on two
components. Component 1 looks at exploring media
products and Component 2 looks at creating media
products. 40% of the course is externally assessed and
requires the students to explore, design and create a
media product to set brief under timed conditions.
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Modern Foreign Languages
“ One language sets you in a corridor for life.
Two languages open every door along the way.” Charlemagne
Learning a foreign language is an essential skill for the modern world. At
Archbishop Holgate’s School we are currently prioritising the two most sought
after languages by British businesses, French and German.

Language lessons are varied, engaging and
make use of a variety of different resources that
allow students to practice and develop the four
language skills of speaking, listening, reading
and writing. We also work with students from the
nearby University of York, who volunteer to assist
in lessons. Many of the volunteers are native
speakers or have a keen interest in language
learning that they wish to share with our students.
Homework can include vocabulary learning, research
projects, preparing presentations and completing
comprehension or translation tasks. Students
are regularly assessed throughout the year and
often both peer and self-assess in lessons. The
Languages department at Archbishop Holgate’s
School is committed to supporting students
with their progress in and love of languages.
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To this end we offer a variety of extra-curricular
activities including trips abroad, support and
stretch afterschool classes and lunchtime clubs.
In Year 7 students learn either French or
German. This language will be continued by
all students until the end of Year 8. For those
students who are interested in learning a second
language, there may also be the opportunity
at the end of Year 8 to select Spanish for GCSE
as an ab-initio course over three years.

“I loved my trip to Paris
in Year 8. It made me
much more confident.”
Student
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Music
“Where words fail, music speaks.” Hans Christian Andersen
The Music department aims to engage and inspire students to develop a love of music
and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and
sense of achievement.
All students have access to high quality musical
instruments, as well as state-of-the-art Apple Mac
computer systems to explore music. We also have a
fully equipped music studio with up-to-date recording
equipment. We see extra-curricular music-making
as a natural extension of classroom activities and
encourage all students who are learning to play an
instrument to bring it in to lessons, to develop their
individual and ensemble skills. The Music Department
provides numerous opportunities for students to
participate in many different types of performances
within the school, in the local and wider communities
including a varied extra-curricular programme, with
high quality Christmas and Easter Services. Recent
Musical shows include ‘School of Rock’ and ‘Grease’.
The Music department aims to ensure that all students:

•

Perform, listen to and evaluate music
across a range of historical periods,
genres, styles and traditions

•

Learn to sing and use their voices
to create and compose music on
their own and with others

•

Have the opportunity to learn a
musical instrument through accessing
lessons from one of our 13 visiting
Instrumental/Vocal tutors

GCSE Music helps students to develop subject
knowledge, understanding and skills, through
listening to a variety of music, playing music
and creating their own music. The specification
places a strong weighting on practical aspects
of music (60%), with choices catering for a wide
range of interests and abilities. This three-unit
GCSE assesses students’ skills in listening and
appraising, composing and performing music.

•

Use music technology appropriately
and have the opportunity to progress to
the next level of musical excellence

Component 1 – Understanding Music (40%)
Component 2 – Performing Music (30%)
Component 3 – Composing Music (30%)

•

Understand and explore how music is
created, produced and communicated

•

Have the opportunity to access our
extensive Extra-Curricular Music timetable

GCSE Music offers a solid foundation for progression
to other music studies, including A Level Music,
and often to a music-related career. Music is a
facilitating subject as it develops a variety of
valuable transferable skills such as self-confidence,
concentration, creativity, evaluation and team work.
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Physical Education
“I’ve missed more than 9,000 shots in my career. I’ve lost
almost 300 games. 26 times, I’ve been trusted to take the
game winning shot and missed. I’ve failed over and over and
over again in my life. And that is why I succeed.” Michael Jordan
Physical Education is all about preparing students for life long participation and
equipping them with the skills and knowledge to do this. Through participating in
a wide range of activities we hope to widen the experience students receive and
ultimately foster a sense of enjoyment for sport.

Students will have the opportunity to build on and
embed the physical development and skills throughout
the key stages, they will become more competent,
confident and expert in their techniques, and apply them
across different sports and physical activities. We aim
to nurture and improve students’ health and wellbeing
through a broad and balanced curriculum. This includes:
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•

Outwitting an opponent – activities such as
games, football, netball, hockey & rugby

•

Accurate replication – activities such
as gymnastics and swimming

•

Exploring and communicating ideas,
concepts and emotions – activities
such as exercise to music and dance

•

Performing at a maximum level –
activities using competition and
personal bests such as athletics

•

Identifying and problem solving – activities
such as orienteering and personal survival

•

Exercising safely and effectively –
including circuit training and other
health related exercise units

In Year 9, students have the opportunity to select
either a GCSE PE or BTEC Sport qualification. Both of
which provide them with a broad, coherent, practical
and inspiring programme of study. Our aim is to
motivate and challenge their subject knowledge and
enable students to make informed decisions about
further learning opportunities and career pathways.
These courses are designed to equip students with
the knowledge, understanding, skills and values to
develop and maintain their performance in physical
activities and understand the benefits to health,
fitness and wellbeing. The department is committed
to offering a full and varied programme of extracurricular activities before school, lunch times and
after school, as well as offering a vast amount of
fixtures against other York schools. In addition, we also
offer leadership and volunteering opportunities that
allow many students to gain additional qualifications
and allows them to put their learning into practice.
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Design & Technology KS3
“The mind is like an umbrella, it functions best when open.”
Walter Gropius

We aim through Design and Technology to offer a unique learning experience, to
stimulate curiosity about everyday products and develop skills and knowledge
essential for an increasingly technologically advancing world.

Our integrated Key Stage 3 Design and Technology
programme draws together Engineering, Graphics
and Product Design. Our facilities are first class,
including specialist workshops and studios, as well as
access to virtual rapid prototyping, laser cutters and
industry-standard computer aided design, graphic
design and electronic programming software.

The curriculum includes industrial practice and
links with local industries. We have outstanding
extra-curricular opportunities within Design and
Technology ranging from designers in residence
and business links to enterprise activities and
local, regional and national competitions.

Students in Years 7 and 8 study all aspects of the
design process, including how professional designers
and manufacturers work together to develop
and market new products. The course includes
aspects of architecture, electronic product design,
engineering, graphic design and computer aided
design and manufacture. It aims to develop skills of
creativity, teamwork, independent problem solving
and communication as well as practical skills.
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GCSE Design & Technology
“Design is not just what it looks and feels like, design is
how it works.” Steve Jobs
Our new course focuses on developing practical skills within a range of material
specialisms allowing students to manufacture a series of high quality outcomes
using our industry standard facilities.

They’ll learn about commercial processes and
careers in related industries, as well as developing
core transferable skills such as, creativity, problem
solving, collaboration and communication. For their
final piece students will be presented with a context
which they will then investigate, design, develop and
manufacture a concept for. This could be in the format
of print, model, product or architectural design.

If you choose this subject, you can move onto A
Level Design and Technology or BTEC Engineering
Level 3 diploma at the Sixth Form, which is ideal
preparation for either a degree or apprenticeship.

The subject calls for students to combine practical
skills with an understanding of aesthetics, social
and environmental issues, function and industrial
practices. As they do so, they reflect on and evaluate
present and past technology, its uses and effects.
This course has 50 percent NEA in order to recognise
the importance of practical work within this
subject. The other 50 percent is an exam, which
they will take in the summer term of year 11.
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Religious Education
“True religion is real living; living with all one’s soul,
with all one’s goodness and righteousness.” Albert Einstein
Religion is the foundation of culture, and therefore a study of religion is vital in
helping students to understand society’s beliefs, morals and values.

Religion is the foundation of culture, and therefore
a study of religion is vital in helping pupils to
understand society’s beliefs, morals and values.
Religious Education at Archbishop Holgate’s School
teaches students to develop an understanding
and respect for different groups within society, as
well as an interest and appreciation of their beliefs
and practices. It encourages pupils to be curious
and inquisitive about the deeper philosophical
meanings of religions, and enthuses them to reflect
on their own personal beliefs, morals and values
in a positive, supportive and safe environment.
Students begin KS3 with a study of Global Christianity,
which introduces students to key Christian
history and beliefs, including an exploration of
The Big Frieze, a brand new illustrated resource
to enhance pupils’ understanding of the Bible.

This is followed by a number of further modules,
such as Creation, Fall, Incarnation and Salvation,
which develop students’ understanding of key
Christian theological concepts and build on their
work on The Big Frieze. Other KS3 units include
comparative studies of Buddhism and Sikhism, and
Judaism and Islam. There are opportunities to visit
local places of worship such as Heslington Church,
Pocklington Buddhist Centre and York Mosque.
At Key Stage 4 students follow the AQA Specification
A GCSE course which comprises the academic study of
Christian and Muslim beliefs and practices, as well as
thematic units in philosophical and ethical issues such
as Religion, Peace and Conflict, Crime and Punishment,
and Matters of Life and Death. This course fully
supports students intending to continue Religious
Studies at A Level which is offered in the Sixth Form.
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Personal Social Health and
Citizenship Education (PSHCE)
“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single
moment before starting to improve the world.” Anne Frank
PSHCE is a valuable subject that students are required to study throughout their
time at Archbishop Holgate’s School. PSHCE equips students with the knowledge,
skills and guidance to live healthy and fulfilled lives, and empowers them to
become responsible citizens, both during their school years and beyond.

The main aims of PSHCE at Archbishop Holgate’s
are to encourage students to stay as healthy as
possible, to promote respect and understanding
of the differences between people in society
and to prepare students for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of later life.

as well as the Archbishop of York Young Leaders
Award which equips young people with the
leadership qualities to bring about change in their
local communities. At KS4, PSHCE builds on the areas
studied at KS3, placing greater focus on encouraging
pupils to consider their future aspirations.

At KS3, study includes: Personal Wellbeing, Diversity
and Inclusion, Respect for Our Environments, Human
Rights, Careers, Relationships, and Democracy,
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Science (Key Stage 3)
“Equipped with his 5 senses, man explores the universe
around him and calls the adventure science.” Edwin Powell Hubble
At Archbishop Holgate’s School we see Science as relevant and exciting. We aim to
give all students the best possible preparation for a rapidly changing technological
society through a scientific awareness relevant both to the workplace and to daily life.

In Years 7 and 8 all students follow an integrated
Science course emphasising the links between science
and society. Practical study units introduce students to
key scientific ideas that form the basis of their studies
through to GCSE. Biology, Chemistry, Physics and
investigative skills are developed through the ten key
ideas of: forces, electromagnets, energy, waves, matter,
reactions, universe, organisms, ecosystems and genes.

All units include the latest National Curriculum changes.
Students receive regular homework - research, writing
up practical work, conducting short surveys, collecting
information, learning or revising for an end-of-unit test.

“The teachers are the best
thing about the school.”
Student
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GCSE Combined Science (Key Stage 4)
“What is a scientist after all? It is a curious man looking
through a keyhole, the keyhole of nature, trying to know
what’s going on.” Jacques Yves Cousteau
Science is all the stuff in the universe: from the tiniest subatomic particles in an atom of
the metal in your computer’s circuits, to the nuclear reactions that made the immense
ball of gas that is our sun, to the complex chemical reactions and electrical signals
within your own body that allow you to read and understand these words.

Course description
In Years 9, 10 and 11, students spend nearly
20% of their school week studying Combined
Science: Trilogy. Lessons are taught in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. The course has a practical
and investigative approach and leads to two
GCSE grades. There are opportunities
for enrichment and extension work.
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GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics (Key Stage 4)
“The most beautiful experience we can have is the
mysterious. It is the fundamental emotion that stands
at the cradle of true art and true science.” Albert Einstein
Science is all the stuff in the universe: from the tiniest subatomic particles in an atom of
the metal in your computer’s circuits, to the nuclear reactions that made the immense
ball of gas that is our sun, to the complex chemical reactions and electrical signals
within your own body that allow you to read and understand these words.

Course description
In Years 9, 10 and 11, students spend a substantial
amount of their school week following the
Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses. This takes
a practical and investigative approach and leads to
a single GCSE qualification in each of the Sciences.
There are many opportunities for enrichment work
and extension work. Throughout their upper school
work, students are taught by members of staff
with specialist topic expertise.
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Textiles Technology
“You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, the more
you have.” Maya Angelou
Textiles Technology is studied within Design & Technology. It is a creative subject
in which students are encouraged to think independently by designing exciting,
functional and individual products.

At Key Stage 3 Year 7 students will be taught how to
thread-up and operate a sewing machine correctly
and safely. They complete a wide range of focussed
practical tasks and produce a product inspired by
abstract art. The emphasis of this project is to develop
their understanding of decorative techniques, modern
and smart materials. In year 8 students produce an art
inspired product developing hand and machine skills.
Students have full access to a range of current CAD/
CAM resources such as a sublimation printer, heat press
and CAD embroidery machines.
At Key Stage 4, students are encouraged to show a more
creative and independent approach. KS4 students pupils
follow the EDUQAS Art and Design Textiles exam board.
Their Unit 1 is a coursework portfolio worth 60% of
their final grade. Students will be required to produce a
portfolio and outcomes based on set themes.
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Pupils will explore a wide range of textiles decorative
techniques and learn how to analyse the work of artists
and designers. Their Unit 2 is an externally set assignment
and worth the remaining 40%. Students will be given a
preparatory study period and then complete a 10 hour
supervised practical examination. For both units students
will develop their skills of critical understanding, creative
making, reflective recording and personal presentation.
Lunchtime clubs provide opportunities for students
to complete homework and personal projects using
specialist materials and equipment. There are
opportunities for students to work after school,
with supervision, to continue with their work or
further develop their skills.
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Travel & Tourism
“Travel is more than the seeing of sights, it is a change that
goes on, deep and permanent, in the ideas of living.” Miriam Beard
The travel and tourism sector continues to grow at a rapid pace, with the amount
of travel undertaken by individuals for both leisure and business purposes
continuing to increase. This rapid expansion has led to huge demand for a
more flexibly skilled workforce.

Course description
Students will work towards completing the following
areas of study over the course of the two years:

•

•

The UK Travel and Tourism Sector – this
unit covers the main types of tourism in
the UK, the contribution that travel and
tourism makes to the UK economy and
the different component industries that
make up the UK travel and tourism sector
UK Travel and Tourism Destinations – this
unit covers what the different types of
UK destinations have to offer, as well as
locating tourist UK destinations and routes

•

International Travel and Tourism
Destinations – which looks at
international travel and tourism
destinations and gateways and reasons
for their appeal to different visitors

•

Factors Affecting Worldwide Travel
and Tourism – covers the influential
factors on tourism and why events
such as natural disasters can have a
significant impact on the sector
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Archbishop Holgate’s School alongside Acomb, Badger Hill, Clifton with
Rawcliffe, Hempland, Heworth, New Earswick, St Lawrence’s and Tang
Hall are proud to be partners in the Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust.

The Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust

An inclusive partnership of like-minded church and community schools underpinned
by a shared vision, common values and a commitment to providing an outstanding and
holistic education to all the young people we serve.

As a family of schools, we are working
collaboratively to celebrate and nurture both
the similarities and distinctiveness of each
school’s individual ethos and values.

Celebrating the uniqueness of all pupils, and
through outstanding pastoral care, academic
challenge and inspirational teaching supporting
each child to flourish, succeed and make a positive
contribution to the communities they serve.

Multi Academy Trust
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We look forward to our family of schools
growing during the next academic year.

Developing outstanding leadership at all levels
that delivers maximum achievement whilst
supporting and developing the vision and
values that underpin all we do.

Providing and nurturing an ethos in which children
learn by example and grow spiritually, morally
and socially to understand the uniqueness and
diversity of communities, faiths and cultures –
locally, nationally and internationally.

Generating positive and challenging learning
environments which allow staff to grow
and flourish through excellent professional
development.

Ensuring that all young people and their
families are known, valued and cared for
as individuals.

Partnering with the Church of England, other
schools, educational institutions and the
Pathfinder Teaching School to ensure we
provide an outstanding education from preschool to post 16.

Multi Academy Trust

Values – Care – Achievement
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Admissions

Archbishop Holgate’s is an extremely popular school and one that takes students
from a wide geographical area both in York and beyond. Last year our intake
included young people from 38 different primary schools, some deep in the
East Riding. We have 30% Foundation places and 70% community places. Last
year the community places stretched 17 miles. The school’s full Admissions
Policy is available on the school’s website: www.archbishopholgates.org
How do I enrol my child at Archbishop Holgate’s?
Request a place at Archbishop Holgate’s via the City
of York Council Common Application Form (www.
york.gov.uk/schooladmissions). The form should be
returned to the City Council on line. It is important
that you express a preference for Archbishop
Holgate’s on this form, and that you return the
form by 31 October. You will hear in March which
secondary school is offering your child a place.
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If you are applying for a Foundation place, you also
need to complete a Supplementary Information
Form signed by your minister of religion. Details
of the criteria for Foundation places are set out
in the school’s Admissions Policy. Copies of all
these documents can be obtained from the school.
Please return the Supplementary Information Form
directly to the Admissions Secretary at Archbishop
Holgate’s, by 31 October. For a Community
place you need to take no further action.
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If your child is at another secondary school,
or if you are moving into the area:
Please contact School Services, City of York
Council, West Offices, Station Rise, York, YO1 6GA;
Tel: 01904 551554; email: education@york.gov.uk.
Well over half our students come to Archbishop
Holgate’s from outside the school’s designated
catchment area, and their applications are warmly
welcomed. Foundation places are offered on faith

grounds to members of Christian churches and other
major world faiths. Community places are offered
to those seeking a school with a Christian tradition,
with priority first to siblings, second to students living
in the area normally served by the school, third to
those with the closest safe walking route. As part of
enrolment, students complete an Admission Form.
Students and parents also sign an Acceptance Form,
based on the school’s aims, and marking the beginning
of a partnership between home and school.

End of December

Admissions - Key Dates
25 September 2018
This is the date of Archbishop Holgate’s School
Open Evening which starts at 6.30pm. Parents
travelling by car are encouraged to aim to arrive
by 6.15pm to give ample time for parking.
The evening is always tremendously busy.

For admission into Year 7 in September 2018
requests must reach the school’s Admissions
Secretary by the last day of December 2018.
1 March 2019
Parents are informed about secondary
school allocations.

31 October 2018

If you need help or advice...

Latest date for parents to complete the
secondary school choice preference sheet
for their Local Authority. Supplementary
Information Forms (with confirmation
of regular attendance at worship where
appropriate) are sent directly to the Admissions
Secretary, Archbishop Holgate’s School.

Information about admissions in York is available
from School Services, City of York Council,
West Offices, Station Rise, York, YO1 6GA;
Tel: 01904 551554; Email: education@york.gov.uk.
Alternatively, please ring our Admissions Secretary
(01904 411341), who will be very happy to
explain the procedures to you.
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49

www.archbishopholgates.org

Keeping in touch with life

at Archbishop Holgate’s
We are incredibly proud of our school and what our students
and staff achieve each day. As such ensuring that this is
communicated effectively to parents is an absolute priority.
Some of the ways that you can stay in touch with life at Archbishop Holgate’s are:
Website www.archbishopholgates.org
Our brand new website went live in August and is designed to present all the information you might need in as
user friendly format as possible. It is updated each week with key news stories and has a parental feedback tab
with a 24 hour response time.

Facebook

Twitter @AHSYork
Follow the whole school Twitter feed @AHSYork
for updates each and every day about life at
school. Each department also has its own feed.
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Weekly Newsletter
Written by the Headteacher with contributions from all staff. This is emailed or posted each week.

School APP

Ofsted Parent View

You can download our new school app from
your phone’s store and see specific information
on your child e.g. attendance and reports,
plus have easy links to Wisepay, the school’s
calendar, the daily notices and lots more…

We have over 1300 responses to the twelve
key questions. The final question concludes:

“97% of parents would recommend
the school to another parent.”

Values – Care – Achievement
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“ An outstanding school”
Ofsted and SIAMS

Our mission
Christian values

an ethos which lives Christian values into being

Care for the individual

effective pastoral care with students valued as individuals

Maximum achievement

maximum achievement for each student at all levels

Hull Road, York, North Yorkshire YO10 5ZA
Tel: 01904 411341 Fax: 01904 414948 Email: reception@archbishopholgates.org
www.archbishopholgates.org
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