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Head’s Introduction

Head of Year 10

Dear Parents and Carers,
I am delighted that on Thursday 18 October we
will be hosting another Archbishop of York Young
Leader’s Award Presentation Ceremony. This is a
great opportunity for the school community to
celebrate our young people living into being our
school values. I hope that many Year 10 students
and their families will be in attendance.
A polite reminder to parents that the school site is closed to traffic
between 8.30-8.50am and 3.00-3.30pm. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Important WisePay Information
Google have made changes to their Chrome browser which has
resulted in some banks not being able to display their 3D secure pages
correctly. This does not affect all cards/banks but if you are experiencing
problems while using WisePay on Google Chrome please try a different
browser.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship, form groups have been
reflecting on the power of poetry as a vehicle for change. One of
the quotes we have spent some time thinking about is:
“Poetry is simply the most beautiful, impressive, and widely
effective mode of saying things.” Matthew Arnold, 19th C. English
poet and cultural critic.
To receive the daily Thought for the Day
straight to your phone or other electronic
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on
Twitter.

Upcoming Events
Wed 10 Oct Y7 and Y8 Accelerated Reader Evening for
Parents, 6.00pm, Main Hall
Tue 16 Oct Ski trip information evening, 6.00pm, Main Hall
Wed 17 Oct Y7 Form Tutor Parents’Evening
Fri 19 Oct Non-Uniform Day for Kick Racism Out of Sport

AHS Feedback

Thursday 4 October 2018

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for
their valuable contributions. If you have a query
or simply an observation about the school please
complete the form online.

I would like to start by saying that on the whole
the Year 10 have had a fantastic start to the Year.
Hopefully you recall from the letter sent out at the
start of term what our key priorities were for this
year. They were the pupils making a good start
with their 2nd year of GCSE subjects, attendance,
homework and getting the new school uniform
correct.
Form tutors, subject teachers, Mr Deamer and I couldn’t be prouder of
the start students have made to the second year of their GSCE studies.
Behaviour on the whole has been brilliant and we have received lots of
positive comments from subject staff who have noticed an increase in
maturity for many and a dedication to do well across the board. We look
forward them building on this excellent start in the weeks and months
ahead of this very important year.
Attendance, however, could be better, I’m afraid to say that we are
currently last of all the year groups. This will obviously be a big focus
and we look forward to working with parents to ensure that all students
are in school more than 95% of the time. Illness is unavoidable at times,
but holidays in term time are and I ask you to consider how important
this year is for preparing students for Year 11, which is a much shorter
year. Year 10 is when big building blocks to future success are laid down.
Another big positive this year has been students’ commitment to
homework, which is a main focus for the whole school. Homework is
being completed much more frequently and to a higher standard than
last year and I thank you for creating a positive and supportive learning
environment at home. A reminder that spending more than two hours
a night doing homework is linked to achieving better results in English,
Maths and Science according to a major study which has tracked the
progress of 3,000 children over the past 15 years. Spending any time
doing homework has shown benefits, but the effects were greater for
those who study 2-3 hours a night, according to a study published by
the DfE. As always, we have Homework Club after school, 3.10–4.00pm,
Monday toThursday which is open to allYear 10 students. Here students
are supported by staff, as well as having access to computers. The new
uniform is another positive that I’m happy to report back on. Students
look extremely smart and I thank you for following the guidelines which
ensures minimal school time is spent getting this right, long may this
continue.
This year’s collective worship and assemblies will cover a wide range of
thought-provoking topics, including health and wellbeing, appropriate
for ages 14-15. I still make reference in each assembly to our new year’s
resolution of not giving up when things become tough at times. Last
year we worked a lot on resilience and with the tougher GSCE exams
and content, it is right that we continue to do this.

Social Media
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!
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This Week’s
Main School News
Below are names of those who have received a text home for going the
extra mile and the Gold Award winners. Each award winner receives
a £5 voucher with their name and achievement highlighted in this
Newsletter. It goes without saying that we are very proud of these
young people.
Week 1:
Finlay Tait - For a mature and determined start to Year 10. Well done!
Oliver Owen - Making a great mature start to form time in Year 10!
Luke Holm – Well done on making a positive start to Year 10 and
welcome back. Keep it up.
Liam Haigh – For making an excellent start to Year 10. Well done!
Tilly Wilson Moss - For making a positive start to the school year.
Chloe Kidson - For an overwhelmingly positive start to all her lessons
and coming back to school with a more mature and positive outlook.
Kian Cholmondeley – Who has come back to school with a very positive
attitude. He has already contributed really well to class discussion. A
super start Kian, well done.
Week 2:
Trinity Holdsworth - For a positive start to Year 10 in form time and in
lessons. Keep this up.
Courtney Lofthouse -Well done for excellent punctuality and attendance
in Year 10. Keep it up.
Sydnii Rae-Layton - Well done on a more positive attitude to form time
and Year 10. Keep it up.
Tom Clarke - For a more mature attitude to his studies, especially in
German! Well done Tom.
Alfie Messias – For settling in superbly well both in lessons and the form
group. Well done Alfie!
Camron Carter - For so far completing all homework set and working
really hard to achieve this himself. Well done. Now keep it going.
Marcin Czechowski - For an excellent attitude in form and fantastic
contributions in RE. Well done!
Maisie Thackway - For getting uniform correct and having a positive start
to the new term.
Week 3:
Lewis Hanson - A positive start to Year 10 and always a polite member
of the form!
Tom Jackson - For positive form contributions and living the school
values, especially through his friendships in the form. Keep it up.
Jasmine Hunton - For a really positive start and fantastic effort across the
curriculum.
Sophie Hope - For her general positive and polite manner in form times!
Emily Carden - For consistently showing the school values and always
being positive in form time.
Milly Thompson – Trying really hard Milly, staff have been especially
impressed in Geography. Keep it up.
Connor Booth - A great start to Year 10 and a merit achieved for a good
piece of RE homework this week. Well done!
Levi Riley - For making a fantastic start to Year 10 as shown by the vast
number of positive comments in his planner for the first two weeks of
term. Keep up this excellent start!
Trinity Holdsworth - Working at pace to a consistently high standard.
Week 4:
Natalie Edgar - Well done for leading The News this week. Great
confident representative of the form. Keep it up.
Alfie Horwell - For his mature contributions in form time activities. Well
done, Alfie.
Libby Murray - For a fantastic start to the year, for her effort in GCSE
trampolining and extra-curricular netball. Keep this up Libby.
Millie Clegg - Always follows the school values and is a delightful
member of the form.

Malak Hashem - For being such an exceptional student on such a
consistent basis. Malak is a credit to the form and the school.
Grace Edmondson - For her fantastic attitude towards all members of
the form and living out the school values. Well done.
Oliver Kadela – Well done Oli, I am really impressed with your
contributions during the Friday quiz your general knowledge is brilliant.
Finally, please see below a reminder of this year’s key dates:
• Thursday 25 October - Speech Night, School Hall, 7.00-9.00pm
• Friday 26 October- School breaks for Half Term Holiday, 3.10pm
• Monday 26 November - Year 10 reports home
• Thursday 6 December - Meadowhall trip, Year 8-13, Christmas
shopping, 4.00-10.00pm and Non-uniform day (World Aids Day)
• Friday 21 December - School finishes for Christmas Holiday, 2.10pm
• Tuesday 8 January - Students return
• Thursday 24 January - Y10 Careers Day (prep for work experience)
• Friday 22 February - School breaks for Half term Holiday, 3.10pm
• Monday 4 March - Students return
• Monday 18 March - Y10 full report home
• Wednesday 20 March - Y10 Parents’Evening, School Hall, 3.45-7.15pm
• Friday 29 March - Y10 Spoken language training for whole year group
• Thursday 11 April - School finishes for Easter Holiday, 3.10pm
• Monday 29 April - Students return
• Monday 13 May - Y10 Work Experience (Week 1)
• Monday 20 May - Y10 Work Experience (Week 2)
• Friday 24 May - School breaks for half term
• Monday 17 June - Y10 Mock Exams start (for 2 weeks)
• Friday 12 July - Sports Day
• Monday 15 July - Y10 data home
• Friday 19 July - School finishes for Summer Holidays
Thank you for taking the time to read this information and again, I look
forward to working with students and parents. If you should need to
contact me please leave a message with school reception or email:
twiles@archbishopholgates.org. Mr Wiles, Head of Year 10

Young Leader’s Award Presentation Ceremony
On Thursday 18 October, 7.00pm, it is the Archbishop of
York Young Leader’s Award Presentation Ceremony. All
those students in Year 10, who successfully completed
the award in PSHCE lessons last year, are warmly invited to
attend along with their parents and wider family.
We are delighted that the Right Reverend Alison White,
the Bishop of Hull, will be our guest of honour and present the awards.
Also in attendance will be Dan Finn, the Director of the Archbishop of
York’s Youth Trust. We hope that lots of students will be in attendance at
this celebratory occasion, supported by their families.

Apprenticeships Open Evening
Nestlé Academy are holding an
Apprenticeships Open Evening on
Monday 19 November, 5.30–8.00pm.
To register your interest, please email:
Ciandra.Birnbaum@UK.Nestle.com with your full name, parent/carer
name, school/college and car registration, if parking is required.

School Photo Orders
Order forms for all school photos are to be returned to main school
Reception by Wednesday 10 October.
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This Week’s
Sixth Form News
Year 11 Information Advice and Guidance Day
It was an exciting day on Tuesday in the Sixth Form this week with Year 11
taking over for the day and experiencing a day in the life of a Sixth Former.
They were engaged, inquisitive and hard-working in lessons and looked quite
the part! They were a credit to the school, getting stuck in, asking important
questions and throwing themselves into the Enrichment hour for some
team building and communication training. Lots of laughter to be seen – a
lovely addition to the day. The next opportunity for them to receive IAG will
be on Tuesday 13 November at our Open Evening. Should any parents or
students have any questions about IAG before Open Evening, please contact
Mrs Walton in the Sixth Form or email swalton@archbishopholgates.org.

Sixth Form Discretionary Fund
Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form students can apply for
Discretionary Funding. This fund is accessible to students
whose households annual income is £35,000 or below
and can be used to pay for a range of educational costs, e.g.
transport to universities, books, contributions to course
trips, etc. An application pack is available from Mrs Walton
in the Sixth Form or email swalton@archbishopholgates.
org.

Medical Appointments
A polite reminder that medical and dental appointments
should be made out of school hours. In the event a student
needs to have an appointment during school hours,
please contact Mrs Walton prior to the appointment. This
must be from a parent/carer. Every effort must be made to
avoid time spent out of lessons as this impacts negatively
on student progress. Thank you for your support.

Year 12 Photos
Photos orders must be returned by Wednesday 10
October. If you require any further information please
contact school.

PLEASE SHARE: If you would like to share students’ achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org. It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award - At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort. Each week, Heads of Year select two
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school. Winners of the Gold Award will receive a
weekly prize. The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.
Ben Riley, 7Gr - For his compassionate support for other students.
Well done! Mrs Edmondson
Jack Taylor, 7Bm - For his numerous acts of pure compassion to
others and for his dedication to charity. Well done! Mrs Edmondson
Ruby Hunter, 8RGi - Awarded this week by Mrs Price for excellent
effort in Maths. She has been impressed with full marks on all recent
homework tests. Really well done! Mr Arthur
Lauren Taylor, 8Pl - Lauren was an excellent representative for the
school and the History department at Open Evening. Mr Arthur
Mckenzie Humphrey, 9Ob - For a great start to the year- mature and
extremely pleasant . Well done. Mrs Avey
Owen Parsons, 9Ja - Owen has had a great start to the year. Always
polite and hard working. Well done. Mrs Avey

Libby Murray, 10NAm - Awarded for a fantastic start to the year, for
her effort in GCSE trampolining and extra-curricular netball. Keep
this up Libby. Mrs Amos
Jacob Morrell, 12La - For a proactive approach to completing work
outside of lesson times. Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney
Philipa Smith Macaulay, 12Db - For demonstrating great work since
starting the Work Skills course. Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney
Harry Crinion, 13Da - For a great effort on his LOA for an
apprenticeship. Well done. Miss De Lashley
Tony Meek, 13Lv - For providing enthusiastic and proactive support
at Open Evening. Well done. Miss De Lashley

Outstanding service to the school community
“Thank you for your substantial and sustained contribution to school life at Archbishop’s; your support at Open Evening throughout your
time here is greatly appreciated. You are a star.”
11Bs: Jamie Belt, Katie Atkinson, Ellie Mawhood, Alice Anderson			
11Gs: Ella Walker, Lucy Hall, Amelia Barber
11Pi:
Millie Anderson, Miri Georgiou, Connor Martin					
11Br:
Katie Machen, Harriet Watkins
11Hu: Grace Bruce, Maia Hallam, Grace Hall, Josh Morritt, Gabby Sanderson		
11Dd: Lucy Leonard, Katie Fearnley
11MHo: Samantha Atkinson, Eliza Gladstone, Dan Mercer, Millie Southall, Olivia Teasdale
11Ha: Emily Etty, Emily Brown, Amy Bettles, Olivia Stevens, Dom Harrold, Ben Merrison
@AHSYork Tel: 01904 411341 www.archbishopholgates.org

This week, a group of KS3 students, who have English as an additional language, met with Mr Williams to discuss their experience in school. They
discussed what they like about the school and, in particular, how the school can help students who speak more than one language. It was really
interesting to discuss, as a group, the differences between schools in different countries!
What makes you happy at school?
• Klaudia really likes how organised and structured the school day is. She feels it made it easier for her to fit in and understand how the school works.
• Dimitri talked at length about how strong his teachers were and how he felt he had been well taught.
• Omar said his preferred type of learning was through discussion and group work. The rest of the group agreed and highlighted that this had helped
improve their English.
• They really appreciated the effort the school goes to in order to create an inviting and well-presented environment.
• All the students agreed that Languages Week was great and it was important to raise the awareness of languages to all students.
How is Archbishop Holgate’s different to school’s you have been to in other countries?
• Charles highlighted that school’s in China make you work really hard. The rest of the group couldn’t believe school started at 7.00am!
• Klaudia also said she had a longer school day in Poland and said she had to work for 7 or 8 hours each day. She also wasn’t used to wearing a school
uniform, but feels smart wearing it and it makes everyone fit in.
What could the school do to help students who have English as an additional language?
• The group agreed that having a buddy or mentor who has had a similar experience helps to settle in quicker.
• The group also suggested they would like to see a wider range of languages covered in the school. In particular, Dimitri highlighted that Mandarin
Chinese is the most spoken language in the world and it would be good to have some access to this.
• They also said it would be good for students to have a wider understanding of what it is like to be from a different culture and to understand events in
the world more. There should be more opportunities to discuss world events.
• The group really like the glossaries given out to all students as this helped improve key vocabulary. These should definitely be in every subject.
Describe the school in one word: Friendly, Successful, Prepared, Diverse.

Sports Corner
Netball
Our Year 8 A and B Netball teams played
superbly on Thursday night against
Millthorpe. They were unable to come
home with the win, but having not
played together as a team for a while
they consistently improved throughout
their matches, had strong team work and
fantastic compassion for each other. Star
players of the games were Brooke Brandon
and Millie Cartmail for their excellent
defensive play. Well done to all the ladies
that took part.

The Year 11's were on form again this week
against All Saints winning by a comfortable
lead of 10 points. Star player of the game
was Jess Bone.
The Year 9's were narrowly beaten by 2
points in a tough game against All Saints
in their netball match. It was a really close
game with exceptional play from Sophie
Watkins as Goal Defence.
The year 10's were unfortunately not able
to produce a win on this occasion against
All Saints. As always, students showed
excellent team spirit throughout. Star
player of the game was Lucy Weld for her
movement around the court and defensive
play.
Well Done to all the ladies.

Primary Rugby
A select number of Year 10 student
volunteers led our last Primary Festival for
around 150 Year 5 pupils.
The Year 5 Tag Rugby event ran perfectly
and this was due to the excellent leadership
skills of the group, as well as their manner
with the primary pupils. A big thank you
and well done from the PE department.

OF THE WEEK
Carbohydrate: Any of a large group of organic compounds
occurring in foods/living tissues and including sugars, starch
and cellulose. They contain hydrogen and oxygen in the same
ratio as water. “Athletes usually eat a high carbohydrate diet.”

@AHSart3: Hempland Year 6
pupils’Primary morning studying
Picasso's portraits today.
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Music News
Accelerated Reader Programme
– Information evening
As part of our commitment to ensuring that all students maximise their
potential and are equipped to access the rigours of the KS3 and new
KS4 curriculum, all Year 7 and 8 students take part in an online reading
intervention programme called Accelerated Reader.
Over the past two weeks, all students in Years 7 and 8 have taken a
reading ‘test’. This is a very sophisticated, online test which generates
questions to assess the reading ability of each child. Depending on
whether a child answers correctly or not, the level of the next question
is adjusted, making sure that each child has a bespoke set of questions,
suitable for their reading ability. This then provides teachers with a
child’s reading age, standardised scores and importantly a ‘zpd’ or level.
Once the initial testing is complete, students are being told what their
reading zpd/level is, or the books in the Library that match this. This is
within a range and equates to a whole section of books, colour coded in
the Library. The results of students’baseline STAR reading test are being
distributed to students this week during English lessons.
In order to better help you interpret this data, and to learn more about
the benefits of this programme and how you can further support your
child with their reading, we would like to invite all parents/carers to an
information evening on Wednesday 10 October, 6.00-7.00pm. During
this, we will give you a demonstration of what Accelerated Reader
can do and discuss how you can use Accelerated Reader at home to
improve your child’s reading. Please just turn up on the evening; the
event will take place in the Main Hall.

York Civic Youth Choir run by Mr Brown and Mrs
Newton are looking for new members for the
forthcoming Festival of Remembrance on Sunday 4
November in The Barbican. Sign up via: https://goo.
gl/WLep4M.

AHS Academy Youth Orchestra
The orchestra welcomes new players! We meet on
Wednesdays at 4.00pm in L37 (biscuits and juice available
in L37 from 3.15pm). If you play an instrument and are in
Year 7 or 8 and would like to join, please ask any of the
music staff for more information or just come along on
Wednesday!

School Show Auditions
Auditions for Oliver will begin this week, details below. There will be
sign-up sheets outside the Music dept and Script Extracts and Songwords for students auditioning for a principal role. Those auditioning
for smaller roles can sing a song of their own choice. We are hoping to
hold auditions over the next 10 days, but it may take longer if we have
lots of interest. Auditions will be in L37/L40.
• Fri 5 Oct - After school
• Mon 8 Oct - Lunch and after school
• Tue 9 Oct - Lunch and after school
• Wed 10 Oct - After school
• Fri 12 Oct - After school - call backs
Good Luck to everyone! Rehearsals will begin after half term!

Message from the BookTrust - Great Books Guide:
Best new children's books from 2018
Here are 100 books from the last year that we think
are great – and so will children. These are not
the "best-ever" books or a list of must-reads. We
don’t believe in those. Instead, they are books to
engage and excite children all the way up to age 11.
They're funny, sad, informative, scary and silly (and
everything in-between). If reading is fun, children
will want to do it. That's why we believe that the
"right" book is always what a child actually wants
to read – and we hope this guide helps families and schools to find that
book. A full guide is available via: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/greatbooks-guide.

Foodbank Collection
Those of you new to our school community may not know that we
have a permanent Foodbank collection point in the main school
Reception. Items donated by both students and staff are collected
by York Foodbank and distributed to those
in need in the city. You can donate any tins,
packets or jars of food (but nothing fresh
or perishable). Items urgently needed are:
tinned fruit, sugar, fruit juice/squash, UHT
milk (1 litre), tinned vegetables, powdered
milk, instant mash. Other useful items are: biscuits or snack bars,
shampoo, toilet roll, shower gel, nappies, pet food. Donations
should be placed in the ‘House’ containers in Reception. Thank you
very much for your support to help those in our community and our
desire to demonstrate the school’s values of Justice and Compassion.

Mindful Yoga
The meaning of yoga is union - to unite the body and
the mind. When we coordinate movement with the
breath, paying attention to the sensations in the body as
we move, yoga becomes a mindful exercise in itself and
it becomes a meditative practice. By helping discharge
tension and stress, yoga poses and breathing exercises keep a person
free from such negative elements.
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Using the School Planner effectively
Thank you to parents for the ongoing support with the completion
of homework. One of the most important elements of successful
homework is effective use of the school planner. We have been talking
to students this week about how to organise their planner and we
thought it would be helpful to share this information with parents.
Please remember there is a section for parents/carers to write any
notes or comments. We also ask that the planner is signed weekly.

Sleep Study with University of York
All Year 8 and 9 students are being invited to take part in an exciting
new sleep study led by the University of York. The aim is to improve
sleep schedules to improve learning. To check your child is eligible to
take part please complete a short online survey: https://york.qualtrics.
com/jfe/form/SV_82Pxmkkf416NM6V. If eligible, the Sleep Watch Team
will contact parents to go through the study details. Eligible students
will receive £60 Amazon vouchers on completion of the study! If you
have any questions before completing the survey, contact the team via
www.sleepwatch@york.ac.uk.

MFL Stars of the Week
News from the School Allotment
The Allotment Club has started this term
with lots of enthusiastic people. We have
a number of dedicated Year 8 members
who have harvested the crops we
managed to grow last year. We have
also welcomed many Year 7’s who
have found out about our plan for the
year. We are going to attempt to make
Nettle Tea on Thursday and we have
many projects to run over the winter
that include maintaining the allotment
as well as making wind chimes and
hedgehog homes. If any students are
interested in coming along, then look
out for the notices every week about
what we are doing, or see Mrs Clarke for
what is involved.

Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort
merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for all their
hard work:
KS3 French - Joshua Crosby, 7Kx
KS3 German - Abbey Turton, 8RGi
KS4 French - Katie Fearnley, 11Dd
KS4 German - Khadeeja Faisal, 9Lp
KS4 Spanish - Manuel Alahendrage Don, 11BKi
Also the MFL department would like to say a huge
‘Thank you’ to the following students for their help during
Open Evening, helping in the classrooms.
Matthew Dalgliesh, 8RGi
Scarlett Parkins, 8RGi
Natasha Pugh, 9Ap
Hannah Kirkman, 9Ap
Oliver Long, 7Cy
Matthew Bonarius, 8RMe
Chloe Finch, 8LBr
Freya Rowley, 7NTh
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The importance of a healthy balanced diet
We offer a large variety of food at Archbishop Holgate’s and would like
to share the ‘Eatwell Plate’ with parents who may find it useful at home
when putting together pack ups or meals for the family.

Pathfinder Trust Board Vacancy

Time Out for Parents - The Teenage Years
Do you have a pre-teen or a teenager? Many
parents find adolescence the most demanding
time in their relationship with their child. There
are a lot of new challenges to face and it’s often
hard to know what to do for the best. Family
Matters York are holding a 5-week course for parents of pre-teens and
teenagers looking at some of the issues and how to survive! When:
Mondays 13, 20, 27 Nov, 4,11 Dec, 7.30-9.30pm, at Archbishop Holgate’s
School, Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA
To book a place or for any further information please contact Gaynor
Stainsby on 411341 or email: gstainsby@archbishopholgates.org,
or Helen Atkinson on 07393147259 or email: helenatkinson@fmy.
org.uk. The course is free to attend thanks to generous funding from
Archbishop Holgate’s School Foundation Governors and Elim Church.

Are you interested in taking a leading role in the governance of our
Multi Academy Trust?
As you know, our school is part of Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust,
a partnership of nine church and community schools serving
more than 3,500 pupils across York.
The Trust is currently looking to recruit
a Trustee to sit on the Multi Academy
Trust Board and as a parent/carer at
our school, they would like to offer you
the opportunity to apply. The Trust are looking for people with
skills and experience in the areas of governance, primary school
improvement, charity law, finance, procurement and bid writing.
For more information, please visit http://www.pathfindermat.
co.uk/new-vacancies-holder/
If you would like to apply, please email info@pmat.academy with
your CV and a covering letter explaining the skills and experience
you could bring to the Trust Board. The closing date for applications
is Friday 12 October.
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Ref: Wr/Ro
01 October 2018
Dear Parent/Carer of Year 7 and 8 students
Accelerated Reader Programme – Information evening
As part of our commitment to ensuring that all students maximise their potential and are equipped to access the rigors
of the KS3 and new KS4 curriculum, all year 7 and 8 students take part in an online reading intervention programme
called Accelerated Reader.
Over the past two weeks, all of our students in years 7 and 8 have taken a reading ‘test’. This is a very sophisticated,
online test which generates questions to assess the reading ability of each child. Depending on whether a child answers
correctly or not, the level of the next question is adjusted, making sure that each child has a bespoke set of questions,
suitable for their reading ability. This then provides teachers with a child’s reading age, standardised scores and
importantly a ‘zpd’ or level. Once the initial testing is complete, students are being told what their reading zpd/level
is, or the books in the library that match this. This is within a range and equates to a whole section of books, colour
coded in the library. The results of students’ baseline STAR reading test are attached as a report at the end of this
letter.
In order to better help you interpret this data, and to learn more about the benefits of this programme and how
you can further support your child with their reading, we would also like to invite all parents and guardians to an
information evening on Wednesday 10th October from 6-7pm. During this, we will give you a demonstration of what
Accelerated Reader can do and discuss how you can use Accelerated Reader at home to improve your child’s reading.
The Accelerated Reader programme is for use at school; however, it works alongside ARBook Finder which is an online
database of books compatible with the Accelerated Reader: www.arbookfind.co.uk
We recognise that reading for pleasure can look and feel different to reading which focuses on developing a full range
of reading skills. Consequently, the Accelerated Reader scheme can run alongside the pupils’ own free choice from the
range of books in the library. Teachers are spending a great deal of time at the moment, and over the next few weeks,
explaining the system and assisting children to make appropriate book choices.
What is Accelerated Reader? (AR)
AR is a computer program that helps teachers manage and monitor children’s independent reading practice. Your child
picks a book at their own Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) level and reads it at their own pace. When finished,
your child takes a short quiz on the computer. (Passing the quiz is an indication that your child understood what was
read.) AR gives children, teachers, and parents feedback based on the quiz results, which the teacher then uses to help
your child set goals and direct ongoing reading practice.
Children using AR choose their own books to read, rather than having one assigned to them. This makes reading a
much more enjoyable experience as they can choose books that are interesting to them.
What does ZPD mean (Zone of Proximal Development)?
This is the reading range that best suits your child’s reading age and ability: books with within the ZPD will challenge
your child, but will also be accessible. All fiction books in the school library are colour-coded and labelled with their
ZPD:

For example, if your child’s ZPD is 4.1-6.3, they should be choosing books in the library
that are colour-coded either purple, green or blue, depending on the level of challenge
they desire.
What does the reading report show me

How can I help my
child become a
better reader?
As with anything,
performance
improves with
practice. Encourage
your child to read at
home and complete
reading
quizzes. You can
access the reading
quizzes and
information about
your child’s reading,
at the following website: https://ukhosted83.renlearn.co.uk/1893564/

Students should not STAR test at home but they can QUIZ. They must only QUIZ on books they have read recently.
Once they finish a book, they should aim to quiz within 48 hours. If your child chooses to quiz outside of school, it
should be done independently and without the reading book in front of them.
All students have been given a unique username and password, which allows them to login and take reading tests
once they have read a book. You can use the website to see what books have Accelerated Reader tests, how many
books your child has read, the difficulty of each book and chart your child’s progress.
We hope to see you at the information evening where we will discuss the programme in much more detail. In the
meantime, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely,

Hannah Woolerton
Acting Head of English
Associate Senior Leader: Whole school reading and exam readiness.

