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Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 6 December 2018

Head’s Introduction

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

We were overwhelmed by the sheer number of members of both 
our local and school community who came to support the school last 
Friday evening.  The event was a truly joyous and festive event with 
stall holders commenting on what a fantastic school Archbishop’s is.  
We have raised an incredible £1600 and this figure will no doubt rise 
in the coming weeks.

Thank you to everyone for your support; we hope you have a happy 
and peaceful Christmas and look forward to seeing you again at our 
School Show, Oliver!, in the new year.  Due to the popularity of the 
Christmas Fayre, we will be holding further fayres in the future.

Dear Parents and Carers,

A reminder that everyone is invited to our 
Minster Carol Service next Wednesday, 12 
December.  It would be great to see as many 
families there as possible.  
We plan to open the doors 
at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm 
start.

I would also like to draw attention to the 
information opposite about school governors 
and would be happy to meet and have an 
informal discussion with anyone who may be 
interested.

A School Governor – Me?
People become school governors for all sorts of reasons.  To support 
a great school; to put something back into the community; because 
they want to make a difference; to improve children’s life chances; 
because they want an insight into school/education and how it works; 
or even to build their CV….
Here at Archbishop Holgate’s the governing body is a team 
committed to going places and working with the Headteacher and 
senior leadership team in improving still further the outstanding 
performance of the school and the reputation that it enjoys as a result.  
We currently have vacancies for two Foundation governors.
Governors have a key role in school.  They appoint the Headteacher, 
ensure the school meets its legal and statutory duties, set appropriate 
targets for student achievement, develop and review the School 
Improvement Plan, manage the school’s budget, review the  
curriculum; are a “critical friend” to the Headteacher, self-evaluate the 
school’s strengths and weaknesses, hear exclusion and disciplinary 
appeals and prioritise the school’s response to lots of government 
initiatives! 
As Ofsted have said, “Where governance is good, standards of 
attainment are more likely to be higher than in other schools.  The 
quality of teaching, the behaviour of the students, and leadership and 
management are also more likely to be good.  Where governance is 
weak, schools are more likely to be less successful overall.”
Foundation governors have an additional role in ensuring that the 
school’s distinctive values are maintained and will be committed to 
growing and maintaining the school’s Christian distinctiveness and 
effectiveness.
We’re looking for people with the appropriate skill sets (in particular 
at present professional financial expertise) who are prepared to be 
committed to the school and its values, who have an interest in being 
part of a great team of governors, and who have the energy for the 
task. 
If you think that might be you, do have an informal chat with another 
governor or myself (contactable via the school office).  There will be no 
“hard sell” and no obligation! 
Volunteering, learning new things, achieving, and being part of 
something bigger all turn out to be quite important for us as adults as 
well as for children…..
John Hattam
AHS Chair of the Local Governing Committee
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Tue 11 Dec
Wed 12 Dec
Wed 19 Dec

Fri 21 Dec
Tue 8 Jan

Y7 Christmas Party
Carol Service, York Minster, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Y9 Parents’ Evening, 3.25-7.25pm, Main Hall
School finishes at 2.10pm
Students return

Upcoming Events

This Week’s 
Main School News

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship, form groups have been 
thinking about how Advent is a time of preparation and how we 
might spiritually prepare for Christmas.  One of the quotes we 
have spent some time thinking about is:
“Advent increases our hope, a hope which 
does not disappoint. The Lord never lets us 
down.”  Pope Francis
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.

School Show - Oliver
Included with this week’s Newsletter is a copy of the 
rehearsal schedule for ‘Oliver’ up until Christmas.  All 
rehearsals will take place in the Music department/
Main Hall. 

Accelerated Reader
Top Quizzers of the Week
Year 7:  Well done to 7Mr.

Top point scoring class of the Week
Class 8c1:  Congratulations to Mr Clement’s class.

2019 Art Calendar
Art students have produced a wonderful 
calendar for 2019 and are asking for 
support in raising funds towards some 
photography lighting equipment.  The A3 
size calendars have been professionally 
printed, priced £6 and are available to 
order now via Wisepay.  The calendar 
showcases the superb work from twelve 
of our most talented artists from our 
2018 summer exhibition.

Form 
Group

Total 
Quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this 

week

Quizzer of the 
week

Points 
per Form 
this week

Top Form 
this week

7Bl 68 7 Zach Green 34

7Bm 43 2 Lauren Stead 10.9

7CBr 17 4 Amber Chisholm 20

7Cm 21 11 Penelope Perring 80

7Cy 26 3 Ben Pomfrett 10

7Gr 61 16 Katie Gregson 264

7Hf 39 8 Ben Taylor 62

7Hv 78 8 Trinity Austin-Airlie 29

7Kx 77 19 Zoe Cardy 78

7Mr 75 28 Erin Hawkins 163 Well done!

Class
Total 

Quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this week

Quizzer of the 
week

Class of 
the Week

8a1 91 4 Amber Lee

8a2 64 - -

8a3 71 2 Summer Dixon

8b1 7 1 Shaden Alasmari

8c1 89 8 Alice Barratt Well done!

8c2 29 3 Ben Middleton

8c3 34 - -

8d1 13 2 Scarlett Parkins

8d2 24 - -

8d3 13 1 Laila McIntyre

8d4 33 - -

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

KS3 French - Harry Connolly, 8By
KS3 German - Elliot Ewen, 8SRo

KS4 French - Sophie Warburton, 9Ja
KS4 German - Ben Hields, 9ACo
KS4 Spanish - Orla Durmaz, 9Wd
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select two 
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students 
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will receive a 
weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Hashir Khan, 7Hv - For his compassion and kind attitude and for 
bringing in lots of chocolate as a contribution to the Christmas Fayre.  
Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Robyn McDermott, 7Bm - For being resilient and overcoming lots of 
fears at Bewerley Park.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Angelique Marie, 8LBr - For her continued positive attitude.  Well 
done.  Mr Arthur

Georgina Nowell, 8RNe -  For raising over £300 for The Little Princess 
Trust, cutting off 9 inches of hair!  Mr Arthur

Cole Gayles, 9ACo -  Cole has made significant improvement recently 
– including homeworks - and is showing increased maturity.  Well 
done Cole.  Mrs Avey

Ben Reading, 9Dn - Ben is a highly reliable, hard working, mature 
young man who is a credit to the year group.  Well done Ben.  Mrs 
Avey

Harvey Clifford, 10Mc - For showing compassion and contributing to 
10Mc’s  Christmas Fayre box.  Mr Wiles 

Olivia De Souza, 10KHo -  For her compassionate donation towards 
the Christmas hamper.  Well done!  Miss Hollinger

Queen Gee Felebrico, 12Nc - Queen Gee has made a successful 
transition to Sixth Form (and a new county!).  An inspirational young 
woman that isn’t afraid of hard work!  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney 

Owen Duffin, 12Gl - A mature young man who is working extremely 
hard to reach his potential.  An exemplary approach to his studies.  
Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney

Abbie Rawcliffe, 13Cn - An excellent term for Abi, she has had 
consistent drive and motivation to place herself in the best possible 
position for the summer.  Miss De Lashley

Fulford Partnership Key Dates
 •     Tue 11 Dec - Year 12 Parents’ Evening
 •     Fri 14 Dec - Taster Day (no lessons)

Key Dates
•   10-18 Dec - Y13 Mock Exams
•   Wed 12 Dec - Minster Service
•   Wed 30 Jan - Y13 Parents’ Evening

Attendance
It is crucial that students are in school every day to ensure that 
they are supported, guided and encouraged.  Post-16 study is fast 
paced with huge amounts of content and direction covered each 
lesson.  Please continue to support us in keeping attendance 
strong.  We have high expectations, but these go hand-in-hand 
with the outcomes that our students enjoy year-on-year and 
necessary preparation for independent study Post-18 and the 
world of work.  If a student is unable to attend school because 
of poor health or an unavoidable engagement, then parents 
must inform Mrs Walton directly (by phone) on the morning and 
provide evidence for our records. 

RAG Week
The Year 13 Business Studies group are excited to announce they 
will be running the annual RAG week again this year commencing 
Monday 17 December.  Each day will bring different activities for 
students of all years to come and be a part of.  More information 
about each day’s events will follow, but we look forward to watching 
the Year 13 group flourish as they facilitate the event and look forward 
to welcoming support from the rest of the student body! 

Sixth Form’s Got Talent
Yesterday, Year 12 (with the help of some very talented Year 13 
students) took over the Hall to host ‘Sixth Form’s Got Talent’.  They 
wowed and dazzled across two shows raising money for Teenage 
Cancer Trust.  The Student Leaders showed excellent leadership skills 
in arranging the event and it was an honour to see so much talent! 
Thank you!

Year 13 Mocks
The Year 13 mock exams start Monday 10 December and are an 
excellent opportunity for Year 13 to demonstrate their progress 
and utilise the experience to work on timings and familiarise 
themselves with the A Level exam process.  Attendance is 
essential throughout the mock period.  Students have been given 
exam timetables to let them know when and where they should 
be.  When not in mock exams students will attend timetabled 
lessons.  Those completing BTEC pre-release support have been 
accommodated over the exam period.  Any questions please do 
not hesitate to get in touch. 
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Year 11 Mock Exams

Huge congratulations to Year 11 who have now completed their 
mock exams.  It has been an intense, but highly rewarding process.  
The vast majority of students have worked hard and aimed to do 
their best in every exam.  Our school values have been lived into 
being at each step along the way.
So, is it over…?
For now yes, but not completely!  It is important that Year 11 
students now recharge their batteries and reassess their plan for 
the next steps as we move closer to the real exams.  Why not do 
some reflecting over the next few weeks and consider who you are 
and where you are on the quadrant.  If you are looking for the best 
place to be; it is the top right hand corner!

 
 

Intermolecular forces:  Intermolecular forces are the forces 
which mediate interaction between molecules, including forces 
of attraction or repulsion which act between molecules and other 
types of neighbouring particles.  “When large intermolecular 
forces are present, a liquid will tend to be thick or highly viscous.”

OF THE WEEK
@AHSChaplaincy:  Lovely 
tree in @AHSYork Reception 
covered in symbols 
representing our school 
values: Justice, Compassion,  
Forgiveness, Trust. @
DioceseOfYork

This week, the Prefects met as a sub-group to discuss Mental Health provision in school.  This was a student-led discussion, where ideas and 
further steps were discussed and collated.

The groups highlighted all the positive things school is doing to support mental wellbeing:  
 •   The group appreciated the raised profile of Mental Health in school.  They highlighted the following areas as positive
       improvements: 
  -   The Mental Health Champions
  -   The mindfulness programme in KS3 
  -   The assemblies which explore mental health issues

 •   The group also discussed how important people like Gaynor Stainsby (our Designated Safeguarding Lead) and the Wellbeing 
      Worker were in school to support students’ mental health.  They would like even more access to these provisions.
 •   They felt the school does lots of work to support students’ wellbeing, in particular, education about the impact of social media on 
     mental health. 

 •   They felt the Mental Health Champions had significantly improved the profile of mental health around the school.

The students highlighted what else they felt the school could do: 
 •   Highlight the impact of eating disorders and how to access support early. 
 •   Ensure all students, across every year group, have access to mental health education each year. 
 •   Roll out mindfulness programmes to each year group. 
 •   Include further information about where to access Mental Health support.  This could include around school and in planners. 
 •   Introduce exam support and strategies to cope with exam anxiety in Year 10. 
 •   Ensure all students know the early signs of mental health issues. 
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RESULTS
Netball:
Y8 v Fulford A  L22-1
Y8 v Fulford B  L11-0

FIXTURES
Football:
Y7 Boys’ & Girls’ Away Thu 13 Dec
5-a-side
Cricket:
Y9 v Vale of York Away Tue 11 Dec
Basketball:
Y8 v All Saints Away Thu 13 Dec

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8 Hockey (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Fixtures (tbc)
   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8/9/10 Netball (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y11 Exam PE P6 (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Girls’ Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Fixtures (tbc)
   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Open Trampolining (Sports Hall)
      -   Open Badminton (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9/10 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Volleyball (Gym)
     -   Fixtures (tbc)
   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8 Basketball (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Open Dance (Studio)
      -   Y11 Exam PE P6 (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Fixtures (tbc)
   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Netball (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)

I love the winning, I can take the losing, 
but most of all I love to play.”  Boris Becker

The Attenborough Approach
Mindfulness means being present, not 
ruminating about the past and not stressing 
about the future, just living in the present 
moment.  You can miss so much by simply 
concentrating on the past and present. 
Attenborough explains every detail for 
the watcher.  He notices everything.  This 
has become known as the Attenborough 
Approach.  Try it yourself, go for a walk and 
see nature, remind yourself of all the beautiful things in the world.  Do 
a narration in your head, how would you describe everything in detail, 
if you try and do this more often, you may be more mindful instead of 
having your mind full. 

#TheWorldIsInOurHands - Tip of the Week
The fashion industry has 
a huge impact on our 
environment in terms 
of water, pollution and 
waste.  Try to buy ethically 
and eco-friendly.  Don’t 
forget to pass old garments on to charity 
when you want to get rid of them.  And 
think about buying secondhand too.  Don’t 
forget to try washing below 40C to save 
energy.

Hockey
The U12’s took part in a mini hockey 
tournament against Manor, Fulford and 
Bootham.  Each and every student played 
amazing.  AHS won all 3 games (2-0, 2-1, 2-1) 
which is a fantastic result.  Star players of the 
game were Rosie Davies and Lottie Langan 
for their efforts and persistence as midfield 
and forward players.  Well done to all the 
students who took part.

Netball
The Year 8 netball team played away at Fulford 
this week.  Regardless of the commitment, 
passion and enthusiasm, AHS were unable 
to produce a win on this occasion.  There was 
fantastic play by all the students who took 
part.

Star players of the matches were Brooke 
Brandon and Jessica Taylor for their excellent 
defensive play. 

Isotonic Contractions:  These 
contractions occur when there is 
movement of the body. The ends of 
the muscles move closer together to 
cause the movement.

Isometric Contractions:  This type of contraction 
takes place when the body is being held in the same 
position. The length of the muscle during these 
contractions stays the same length.
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The Science of Flight with Year 9
Year 9 Science students performed brilliantly last Tuesday when they 
learnt about the Physics of flight and went on to design and build 
model aeroplanes.  They learnt important lessons about wing structure, 
aerofoils and the importance of keeping the vehicle light!

Year 7 STEM careers day
Year 7 students had a very full day looking into a variety of careers 
within Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) industries.
They were paced through a variety of activities led by external 
companies including Robertson’s Construction, NYBEP, Nestle, Sam’s 
Safari, Morgan Sindall and Network Rail, they also completed challenges 
in hat design, mathematics and sensory taste testing.  I would like to 
express my sincere thanks for these companies and York University 
student ambassadors who gave up their time, expertise and support to 
inspire the next generation of scientists, technologists,  mathematicians 
and engineers.
Students were introduced to some amazing animals including 
a bearded dragons, geckos and snakes to name a few and more 
importantly, were informed about animal welfare.  Nestle discussed 
how germs could be carried.  Network Rail asked students to work in 
teams and construct bridge designs.  Students had to problem solve 
with both challenges set by Morgan Sindall and Robertson’s, creating 
cubes and spaghetti towers.  NYBEP (the presenter, a former student) 
engaged students in manufacturing Tetrahedron structures.  The Maths 
challenge used different formulas to explore and create a clock face.  
They enjoyed a sensory taste testing experiment with different types of 
chocolates, learnt about Philippe Treacy and finally created some super 
hat designs.  The students’ evaluations were super, they clearly enjoyed 
all the aspects of the day.

Chamber Choir
Students in the AHS Chamber Choir (Eve 
Merriam, Alice Exley, Faith Battersby, Stan 
Gaskell, Matthew Macfarlane and James Cain) 
gave up their Sunday to spend a day bringing 
music to the community.  They started by 
leading worship at Hutton Rudby Methodist 
Church,  welcomed by a friendly congregation 

and multiple cups 
of tea.  From there they visited the neonatal, 
stroke and orthopaedic wards at James Cook 
University Hospital in Middlesbrough to sing 
for the patients.  The final trip of the day was 
to Grove Hill Methodist Church to sing for the 
annual Neonatal Remembrance Service – a 
particularly emotional experience.  We received 

the following email from Rev. Breckon who led the remembrance 
service:
“Just wanted to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to the choir for the wonderful 
input into the Baby Memorial Service in Middlesbrough, yesterday.  
It really added a huge amount to the service and I’m certain was 
appreciated by everyone.  The young people were amazing, especially 
singing so beautifully, without accompaniment!”
Well done to all the students involved.  Thank you for demonstrating 
our school values so excellently and for bringing joy through music. 



TIME WHAT WHO SONGS CHOIR BAND

Tuesday 20-Nov Lunch Act 1 Sc 2 Mr Bumble, Widow Corney I Shall Scream No No

Tuesday 20-Nov 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 1 Scene 3 Mr Bumble, Oliver, Sowerberrys Boy For Sale, That’s your Funeral, Where is Love No No

Friday 23-Nov 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 1  Scene 3-4 Bumble, Oliver, Sowerberrys, Charlotte, Noah No No

Monday 26-Nov 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 1 Scene 5 & 6 Dodger Oliver Charley Fagin & Gang Consider Yourself Yes No

Tuesday 27-Nov 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 1 Scene 6 All above plus Bill, Nancy & Bet Pick a Pocket, It’s a fine life, No No

Wednesday 28-Nov 3:15pm - 4:15pm Act 1 Scene 6 - 7 All above plus Mr Brownlow (NOT Bill)  I’d Do Anything, Be Back soon Yes No

Monday 03-Dec 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Scene 1 Nancy, Sikes, Fagin, Dodger, Charley, Oom Pah Pah, My Name, As Long as He needs Me Yes

Tuesday 04-Dec 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Scene 2 Where is Love (reprise), Who will buy Yes No

Friday 7 Dec 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 1 Scene 1 Mr Bumble, Widow Corney, Orphans Food Glorious Food, Oliver Yes No

Monday 10-Dec 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Scene 3 Reviewing the Situation No No

Tuesday 11-Dec 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Scene 4 Mr & Mrs Bumble, Old Sally  Oliver (reprise) Junior

Friday 12-Dec 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Scene 5 As Long as He Needs me (reprise)

Monday 17-Dec 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 1 

Tuesday 18-Dec 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2

Street Sellers, Mr Bronlow, Nancy, Sikes, 

Mrs Bedwin, Dr Grimwigg, Oliver

Week

3

Week

2

Oliver! - Rehearsal Schedule

Week

1

Mr & Mrs Bumble, Mr Brownlow, Mrs Bedwin, 

Nancy

Dodger Oliver Charley Fagin & Gang,

Nancy, Bet, Sikes 

Week

5

Week  4

  Full Cast, Choir and Band Sing through   

Full Cast, Choir and Band sing through
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