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Head’s Introduction

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

17-21 Dec
Wed 19 Dec

Fri 21 Dec
Fri 21 Dec
Mon 7 Jan
Tue 8 Jan

Sixth Form RAG Week
Y9 Parents’ Evening, 3.25-7.25pm, Main Hall
Christmas Services
School finishes at 1.50pm
Training Day (school closed to students)
Students return

Upcoming Events

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship, form groups have been 
focussing on Advent, the gifts of Hope and Peace.  One of the 
quotes we have spent some time thinking about is:
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you…  Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.”  The Bible, John 14:27
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

KS3 French - Parish Edge, 8RNe
KS3 German - Poppy Lynn, 7NTh
KS4 French - Rowan Fearnley, 9Ja

KS4 German - Hannah O’Connor, 10Di
KS4 Spanish - Kizzie Phillips, 9ACo

Christmas Dinner Day, Wednesday 19 December
Christmas Lunch will be served in school on Wednesday 19 December, 
cost of the meal will be £3.00 (menu below).  This is always a great event 
and one students really enjoy.

Traditional Roast Turkey Dinner 
served with Roast Potatoes, Chipolata & Seasonal Vegetables

Quorn Vegetable Roast
served with Roast Potatoes & Seasonal Vegetables

xxxxx

Steamed Christmas Pudding served with White Sauce
or

Festive Chocolate Log

(A selection of cold sandwiches will also be available)

York Foodbank
Archbishop Holgate’s has sent a van full of 
donations to York Foodbank, including toiletry 
gift sets, crisps, snacks, chocolates and selection 
boxes.  AHS is the only school in York to have a 
permanent, year-round Foodbank collection 
point, with last year’s Christmas donations able 
to feed 495 people.   Thank you to everyone who 
has donated items.  It is great we can help York 
Foodbank with basic food items that people 
need, but it is also appropriate that people can 
have a treat that enables them to really feel 
valued. This firmly fits with our school values of 
justice and compassion.”

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our 
annual Carol Service in the inspirational setting 
of York Minster yesterday evening, it is one of the 
highlights of the school year.  The congregation 
heard the Christmas Story retold through music, 
drama, carols and bible readings.  

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank all those who participated in the 
service - singers, actors, musicians, technical 
crew, the nine primary schools from across 
York and East Riding, the staff & community 
choir and Student Leaders who acted as 
guides.
We look forward to our Christmas services next Friday, as well as the ice 
skating rewards trip for Year 11.  I would like to highlight that school will 
finish earlier on Friday 21 December, at 1.50pm.
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This Week’s 
Main School News

School Show - Oliver
Included with this week’s Newsletter is a copy of the 
rehearsal schedule for ‘Oliver’ up until Christmas.  All 
rehearsals will take place in the Music department/
Main Hall. 

Accelerated Reader
Top Quizzers of the Week
Year 7:  Well done to 7Gr.

Top point scoring class of the Week
Class 8a1:  Congratulations to Mr Clement’s class.

Form 
Group

Total 
Quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this 

week

Quizzer of the 
week

Points 
per Form 
this week

Top Form 
this week

7Bl 67 6 Martha Shakeshaft 35

7Bm 46 5 Robyn McDermott 21

7CBr 16 3 Ali Ender 17

7Cm 14 4 Penelope Perring 25

7Cy 25 2 Martin Mogyorosy 49

7Gr 89 44 Katie Gregson 311 Well done!

7Hf 34 3 Nathaniel Brady 10

7Hv 77 7 Eric Linley 33

7Kx 95 37 Lottie Langan 164

7Mr 63 16 Sam Birkinshaw 77

7NTh 73 20 Phoebe Clark 112

Class
Total 

Quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this week

Quizzer of the 
week

Class of 
the Week

8a1 104 13 Elliot Lucquin Well done!

8a2 64 - -

8a3 77 6 Olivia Gargan

8b1 8 1 Shaden Alasmari

8c1 92 3 Kyle Taylor

8c2 29 - -

8c3 34 - -

8d1 15 2 Isabel Collinson

8d2 26 2 Matthew Waites

8d3 16 3 Ruby Sue Kuba

8d4 33 - -

Stonewall Bronze Award
We are delighted to be awarded the Bronze 
Award from the Stonewall organisation.  This is in 
recognition of the excellent work undertaken by 
the school to make it a more inclusive environment 
for all people.  The work completed in school has 
focused on the following areas:

•   Policies and procedures: To ensure there is 
equality of access, LGBT issues are raised where 
appropriate and are understood by the whole 
school community.
•   Tackling homophobic, biphobic and 
transphobic bullying: Ensuring the school 

communicates issues regarding bullying and how support can be 
accessed inside and outside of school.
•   Curriculum and Support: To ensure the whole school curriculum 
supports and celebrates LGBT people and themes, gender identities, 
and tackles stereotypes.
•   Celebrating and promoting diversity in the whole school: Displays 
and support materials in corridors and classrooms which celebrate 
the achievements of LGBT people; information and support for those 
who identify or have questions regarding LGBT and a section within 
the library which explores LGBT themes within an appropriate context 
for secondary schools.
Lots of hard work has been put into this and has been led by the large 
and active Anti-discrimination Group which meets on a Monday 
lunchtime.  Student Voice has highlighted a significant improvement 
in the engagement of students with these issues and students feel 
more comfortable discussing and exploring these issues within school. 
As a school, we are now working together to build upon these strong 
foundations and aim to achieve the Silver Award next year.  If you have 
any further questions about inclusivity and equality in school, please 
contact Mr Williams (Assistant Head: Pastoral Care). 

Christmas Fayre
We are delighted to announce that we have received match funding 
from Aviva  for the Christmas Fayre; this has now taken our grand total 
to £3200!  Thank you to Mrs Teasdale for organising this wonderful 
donation.

Year 10/11 English Literature
GCSE Poetry, Love and Relationships.
Year 11 are now entering a period of revision in preparation for their 
main exams in the summer, as all content has now been taught 
in lessons.  As part of this revision, students will be revisiting their 
anthology poetry.  In Year 10, all students were provided with a copy of 
the poetry anthology to annotate.  If any students require a new copy 
of these poems, they are available via the school website:
https://archbishopholgates.academy/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/
Poetry-Guide-Book-KO.pdf
https://archbishopholgates.academy/curriculum/subjects/english/
There is a fantastic guide book created by a colleague in another 
school, as well as an excellent poetry Knowledge Organiser that 
summarises all poems.  Year 10 will be studying poetry after Christmas 
and all students will be provided with a blank anthology to annotate.  It 
will then become their responsibility to keep this safe.



 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select two 
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students 
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will receive a 
weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Anna Tarn, 7Gr -  For her superb effort in lessons and her commitment 
to the Allotment Club in school.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Cara Munzer, 7Mr - For her contribution to the Minster service.   
Described by Mrs Darlington as an excellent reading talent!  Well 
done!  Mrs Edmondson

Ethan Clifford, 8By - For helping Mr Bryan and being an excellent 
member of the Student Council.  Well done!  Mr Arthur

Kyle Taylor, 8RNe - For exceptional effort with homework and being 
involved in so many different extra-curricular activities.  Well Done!  
Mr Arthur

Arthur Sharpe, 9Dn - Arthur always volunteers for everything and is 
very much a ‘giver’ to the school community.  Well done Arthur.  Mrs 
Avey

Holly Tasker, 9Kd - Holly can always be relied upon to complete all 
work to the best of her ability and always gives of her best.  Well 
done.  Mrs Avey

Eleanor Bulmer, 10Ay -  For improving on her work and an excellent 
History assessment result.  Eleanor always represents the form really 
well.  Well done!  Mr Avery

Emily Jackson, 10NAm - For being a polite, studious and confident 
member of the form who consistently contributes to form time 
discussion and exhibits the schools values.  Mrs Amos

Molly Walker, 12La - For her huge support at the Christmas Fayre last 
week.  Her face painting talent made many young faces very happy!  
Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney

Maia Garcia, 12HGa - For an incredible young woman that has made 
a huge impact in her new role.  The Sixth Form Talent Show could 
not have happened without her efforts.  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney

Julia Wilson, 13Da - For being an active member of the community 
come rain or shine.  Always contributing to charity fundraisers and 
supporting her peers.  Miss De Lashley

Joe Middup, 13Lv - For being an active member of the community. 
Always contributing to charity fundraisers and supporting his peers. 
Miss De Lashley 

RAG Week (17-21 December)
Year 13 are looking forward to hosting a series of 
lunchtime events across the week to raise money 
for Snappy and York Against Cancer.  The events will 
include:
     •   Mon 17 Dec  - Bake Sale in Year 7/8 Common Area
     •   Tue 18 Dec  - Bake Sale in Year 9 & 10 Common Area
     •   Wed 19 Dec  - Staff v Student Football in the Sports Hall
     •   Thu 20 Dec  - Christmas Fair for Year 7 and 8 in the Sixth Form 
  building
     •   Fri 21 Dec  - Teacher v Student Discomfort in the Main Hall
We are encouraging students from across 
school to support our charities by bringing 
some money to spend and donate 
throughout the week at different events!   
We’re very much looking forward to it!

Early Finish
On Friday 21 December we will have 3 periods of taught lessons, 
followed by our Christmas Service and an early finish.  Students 
will be leaving school just before 2.00pm to start enjoying the 
Christmas break. 

Thank you!
Last night’s Minster Service was as enchanting, inspiring and 
moving as ever, a true symbol of the Christmas festivities to 
come.  Our Sixth Formers shone, they looked smart, they were 
professional and were an essential support to the smooth 
running of the evening.  Maia and Archie were impeccable with 
their reading and the various performances from Music, Drama 
and Dance were excellent.  Thank you for your contributions and 
continued support. 

Year 13 Mock Exams
We have only a few days left of Year 13 mock exams.  Students’ conduct 
has been excellent and we hope that their efforts inside the exam hall 
pay off.  Results will be distributed following a results assembly on 
Monday 28 January with Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 30 January.  
We wish all those completing BTEC external assessments in January the 
very best of luck, their pre-release lessons have been really productive.

Year 12 Mock Exams
Year 12 commence their Winter mock exams on Monday 21 
January for one week.  In the two weeks leading up to these 
students will be supported with in-class guided revision.  
Students need to be making a start on their revision now to 
enable them to perform at their best during this assessment 
window.  Students will be given a mock exam timetable next 
week.
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OF THE WEEK

News from the Music department
Our students have been involved in community music events over 
the past two weekends.
Firstly, on Sunday 2 December, they sang with the York Civic Youth 
Choir as part of the St Leonard’s Hospice Light up a Life service in 
St Helen’s Square.  They braved the inclement weather and sang 
beautifully.
Secondly, on Saturday 10 December, students played at the debut 
concert of the newly formed York Youth Orchestra.  They performed 
for the Lord Mayor and civic party who were really impressed with 
the quality of their performance! 
Well done to all involved!

Allotment News
Students finished the term making reindeers out of twigs found around 
the site.  (Unfortunately, we didn’t quite have enough time to finish 
them, so if your child returned home with a bunch of twigs you now 
know why.)  Instructions on how to complete them can be found on 
Pinterest or students can collect a handout from Mrs Clarke if needed!  
A huge Thank You to everyone who has helped so far this year.  We have 
achieved a lot with students’ interest and commitment.  Roll on the 
Spring when planting can begin. 

A group of prefects are leading on a social media campaign across school, aiming to ensure all students know how to use social media in a 
responsible way.  They have started their campaign by having a lively debate about the pros and cons of social media in and beyond school. 

The groups highlighted all the positive things the school are doing to promote safe use of social media:
     •   The school talks about the impact of social media all the time.  Students talked about how it has been featured in anti-bullying week, the 
     News stories and assemblies. 
     •   They highlighted the number of posters around school about the footprint social media leaves behind and the dangers of using social 
     media too much. 
     •   Students talked about how teachers and the pastoral team support students with issues surrounding social media. 
     •   Students highlighted that school can be supportive, but they cannot actually stop children using social media in their own time.  This led 
     to a really good discussion about whose responsibility it was to keep people safe online. 

The students highlighted the following as issues faced by young people in social media: 
     •   A 24 hour culture where there is limited escape from each other.  The group felt children are under pressure to constantly communicate. 
     •   Social media, in particular sites such as Instagram, led to children feeling insecure about who they were and led to unrealistic body images 
     and expectations. 
     •   The group also highlighted the addictive quality of social media and said many students felt they could never actually escape from social 
     media. 
     •   The group also talked about how social media constantly changes and you have to keep up-to-date with new initiatives.  This could 
     include students feeling they have to be present on several different social media platforms at once. 
     •   The group also identified the dangers of catfishing and how hard it can be to remain safe online. 

The students felt school could support students in the following ways: 
     •   Continue to educate students through assemblies, ICT and PSHE about the benefits and dangers of social media. 
     •   Support students who have experienced cyber bullying by talking to those people involved.  Students should also continue to be 
     educated about whose responsibility social media is outside of school and where you can get help. 
     •   More external speakers to highlight the impact.  The group talked about the impact Breck Foundation talks had on them last year. 
     •   More education on how social media is changing industries and the careers social media can lead to. 

Primary Industry:  An industry involved in the extraction and 
collection of natural resources, such as copper and timber, as well 
as by activities such as farming and fishing.

.@AHSYork coverage in 
@yorkpress today
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8 Hockey (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Fixtures (tbc)
   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8/9/10 Netball (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y11 Exam PE P6 (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Girls’ Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Fixtures (tbc)
   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Open Trampolining (Sports Hall)
      -   Open Badminton (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9/10 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Volleyball (Gym)
     -   Fixtures (tbc)
   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8 Basketball (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Open Dance (Studio)
      -   Y11 Exam PE P6 (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Fixtures (tbc)
   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Netball (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)

#TheWorldIsInOurHands - Tip of the Week
Did you know a lot of wrapping paper is 
not recyclable?  Try using brown paper 
wrapping and personalising it yourself with 
stamps or drawings.  Or use fabric wrapping 
that can be reused again and again.

Library ‘Bauble Poem’ Workshop
This week we have been writing 
poems that are short enough to 
fit on to a paper bauble.  Lists of 
rhyming words and couplets were 
available, including: Christmas tree/
cup of tea, gift/spendthrift and 
decorations/calculus of variations.  
And yes, we managed to write one 
with the last rhyme in!  A selection 
of the baubles are decorating the 
Library beautifully.

Year 7 Football
Well done to the Year 7 5-a-side football 
team who performed extremely well in last 
week’s district tournament at PlayFootball.   
They played some outstanding football in 
the group stages and notably beat Barlby 
(2-1) and Tadcaster (4-1) to progress to the 
semi-finals.  Unfortunately, they then lost 
2-1 to Fulford in an extra time thriller despite 
dominating the game.  A narrow defeat to 
Sherburn followed and consequently the 
team finished fourth overall.  The full squad 
deserve much praise for both the quality of 
football they produced and their excellent 
attitude.  Squad names: Toby Lamb, Louis 
Rank, Will Flatt, Ollie Rose, Harry Pool, 
Joseph Hall and Tom Hardy. 

Girls’  Cricket
Well done to 
the Year 9 Girls’ 
Cricket team 
who played in 
their very first 
indoor cricket 
game against 
Vale of York last week.  They may not have 
won, but they were playing against a team 
that has been playing for several years 
and gave it a very good go and, more 
importantly, they all enjoyed it. 

Functions of the Skeleton – Super Star Pele 
Makes Many Passes

Support - Structure - Protection - 
Movement - Mineral Storage - 

Blood Cell Production 

“There are more important things in life 
than winning or losing a game.”

Leonel Messi

Football
GCSE PE student, Elen Valentine, is gone 
from strength to strength over the last few 
months.  She is now on the standby list to 
take part in an international fixture for the 
Welsh under 15 squad against Portugal.  
Elen has also 
been invited to 
a goalkeeper 
training camp 
with the Head 
GK Coach for 
the women's 
Welsh national 
team in Cardiff.  
Way to go Elen! Polite Reminder

Please can you ensure that all PE kit is 
clearly labelled with students’ names on.  
We have had several students who have 

lost their kit, but do not 
have their names on it.
Any kit that is found and is 
labelled is sent to reception 
to be returned to students. 
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