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Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 20 December 2018

Head’s Introduction

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Fri 21 Dec
Fri 21 Dec
Mon 7 Jan
Tue 8 Jan

Wed 23 Jan
Fri 25 Jan

Christmas Services
School finishes at 1.50pm
Training Day (school closed to students)
Students return
Y11 Parents’ Evening, Main Hall, 3.45-7.30pm
Non-Uniform Day

Upcoming Events

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship, form groups have been 
focussing on Advent, the gifts of Joy and Love.  One of the quotes we 
have spent some time thinking about is:
“The Lord is my strength and my shield: my 
heart trusts in Him, and I am helped.  My heart 
leaps for joy.”  Psalms 28:7, The Bible
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe 
Christmas and New Year.  We look forward to 
welcoming all our students back on Tuesday 8 
January 2019. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
students for all their hardwork and efforts this term.  
Well done.

Staff Farewells
As ever, at this time of year, we say goodbye to valued colleagues who are 
moving on to pastures new.  Whilst they will be missed, we look forward 
to welcoming new staff in the new year.  A special mention to colleagues 
who have served the school so well and we wish them all the very best for 
the future - Mrs Capper and Mrs Howell..

An inspiring evening in York Minster
Last week Archbishop Holgate’s School celebrated their annual carol 
service in York Minster.  This event has grown in recent years to become a 
popular community occasion and one of the largest school carol services 
in the region.  Over a thousand parents, governors, friends of the school 
and members of the public filled the nave and aisles of the Cathedral, 
joined by Rev Matt Woodcock, Mission Enabler for the Diocese of York 
and contributor to Radio 2’s Pause for Thought.  Those present heard the 
Christmas story retold through the music, drama, bible readings, carols and 
dance.  This was done with a particular focus on the story of the Shepherds 
and how the Christmas story reflects the Birth of Hope.  Over 200 students 
from Archbishop Holgate’s participated in the service as singers, readers, 
actors, dancers, musicians, ushers, technical crew and in a British Sign 
Language choir.  The school was also joined by over 150 pupils from nine 
primary schools across York and the East Riding who sang together.  This 
year the Community Choir had almost 80 parents, governors and staff from 
Archbishop Holgate’s School and others in the Pathfinder Multi Academy 
Trust.
The preacher at the service was Reverend Matt Woodcock, Pioneer minister 
at St Barnabas Church, York and a Radio Two Pause For Thought Contributor.  
Matt spoke of Jesus as the ultimate 'divine disrupter' who was 'dangerous' 
to know and follow.  He spoke of Jesus as someone who turns worlds 
upside down.  He explained that this was true of the nativity characters 
2,000 years ago and it’s true today.  He told the congregation that the hearts 
of Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds had been disrupted to the point where 
they were prepared to lay aside everything and do what God was calling 
them to do and go where God was calling them to go.  He finished by 
asking us to reflect on what that might mean for everyone present.  About 
the service, Matt said: “It was a huge honour to speak at this service.  What 
a brilliant night in one of the world's most magnificent buildings!  The staff 
and pupils helped convey the real meaning of Christmas in such a beautiful 
and engaging way.  They should be very proud.”
Richard Nihill, the School’s Chaplain, said: “It is a real privilege to present 
our interpretation of the Christmas story in the beautiful setting of York 
Minster.  We know that for many of the congregation this is their main 
opportunity to reflect on Jesus’ birth.  To have the opportunity to share this 
with over a thousand people is wonderful.  The annual carol service is one 
of the highlights of the school year and a wonderful reflection of our school 
values.  We were delighted to have welcomed Rev Matt Woodcock to join 
us in our celebrations.  His boundless enthusiasm was truly infectious.”

School Governance
We have been encouraged by the number of responses received to the notice 
about potential governors and have arranged four sessions for those who 
would like to find out more about the role: Monday 14 January (4.00-5.30pm 
or 5.30-7.00pm) and Thursday 24 January (5.30-7.00pm or 7.00-8.30pm).  If you 
would like to attend one of the sessions, please contact Mrs Sissons, Head’s PA 
(01904 411341 / jsissons@archbishopholgates.org).
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Form 
Group

Quizzes 
taken this 
half term

Quizzer of the half 
term

Points per 
Form this 
half term

Top Form this  
half term

7Bl 49 Evan Bartholomew 471

7Bm 30 Jack Taylor 221

7CBr 29 Joshua Smith 144

7Cm 52 Penelope Perring 349

7Cy 26 Monty Parmiter 365

7Gr 113 Katie Gregson 1115

7Hf 32 Ben Taylor 180

7Hv 74 Trinity Austin-Airlie 285

7Kx 105 Esme Pounder 629

7Mr 75 Erin Hawkins 396

7NTh 117 Thomas Roberts 850 Fantastic effort!

Class Quizzes taken 
this half term Quizzer of the half term Top class this 

half term

8a1 65 Elliot Lucquin

8a2 29 Jamie Holm

8a3 67 James Carr Well done!

8b1 8 Shaden Alasmari

8c1 55 Claudia Moore

8c2 31 Ben Middleton

8c3 31 Oscar Greenhalgh

8d1 7 Isobel Hanson

8d2 7 Matthew Dalgliesh

8d3 6 Ruby Sue Kuba

8d4 21 Bianca-Maria Sirbu

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

KS3 French - Paula Sola Farrus, 7Cy; Ben Pomfrett, 7Cy;
Isabelle Marron, 8By

KS3 German - Rory Ekers, 7NTh; Oxana Bolshova, 8MPe
KS4 French - Katie Fearnely, 11Dd

KS4 German - Siobhan Osman, 11Ha
KS4 Spanish - Louisa Spence, 9Ja

Term Dates 2019
Spring Term
Staff Training Day - Mon 7 Jan 2019 (School closed to students)
Students restart - Tue 8 Jan 2019
Half Term - 25 Feb - 1 Mar 2019
Term Ends - Thu 11 Apr 2019
Staff Training Day - Fri 12 Apr 2019 (School closed to students)
Summer Term
Students restart - Mon 29 Apr 2019
May Bank Holiday - Mon 6 May 2019
Half Term - 27-31 May 2019 
Term Ends - Fri 19 Jul 2019
Staff Training Day - 22 Jul 2019 (School closed to students)

Geography erupts
The geography staff have been 
delighted to see the effort that has 
been put into the volcano model work.  
There were plenty of crafted paper 
versions which were all well produced.  
However, some students decided to 
get creative with their models and 
this year the produced some of the most ambitious yet.  There were 
Lego versions, some animations, some with tinsel and some paper 
mache volcanos that were prepared for erupting, with the classic 
vinegar and bicarbonate soda mixture.  There were also a number 
of cakes which were well received.  It has been great fun to see this 
homework.  Thanks to all the helpers at home who no doubt gave a 
guiding hand.

Accelerated Reader
Top Year 7 Quizzer of the half-term: 
Katie Gregson, 7Gr - Katie has taken and 
passed an impressive 65 quizzes this 
half term!

Top Year 8 Quizzer of the half-term: Elliot Lucquin, 
8Pl - Elliot has taken and passed an impressive 9 
quizzes this half-term!

Student Achievement - Filmmaker Competition
A huge well done to Media Studies student Jessica 
Merrington, whose media project, The Loft, finished 
second in a national young filmmaker competition, 
IntoFilm.  The competition judges where incredibly 
impressed, stating that ‘The film has many 
compelling elements, creative camera and sound 
techniques, and the filmmakers and actors are 

encouraged to continue to evolve their talents.’  
Jessica has received the award for her excellent 
work and can now add to her CV that she was the 
runner-up of a national competition whilst in Year 10.  
Excellent work!
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select two 
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students 
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will receive a 
weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Zoe Williams, 7Mr - For stopping in the community to help clear up 
other peoples’ rubbish on the way home from school.  A really just 
and compassionate thing to do.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Ruby Holland, 7Mr -  For stopping in the community to help clear up 
other peoples’ rubbish on the way home from school.  A really just 
and compassionate thing to do.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson

Jake Buckton, 8RNe - For voluntarily picking up litter around school 
with no prompting.  A true demonstration of the school values!  Well 
done!  Mr Arthur

Amelia Goodliffe, 8RMe -  For always volunteering to help out in form 
time and really great at doing the News!  Well done!  Mr Arthur

Sophie Warburton, 9Ja - For her superb sportsmanlike attitude and 
behaviour in PE; she is an absolute joy to have in the classroom/gym/
sports hall.  Well done Sophie.  Mrs Avey

Jamie Bryars, 9Cr - Jamie voluntarily came at lunchtime to do some 
extra work on his current project for health and social care and he is  
always a delight to teach as well.  Well done Jamie.  Mrs Avey

Ellie Willcox, 10Di - For representing the school fantastically at the 
Minster Service.  Well done!  Mr Wiles

Ruby Jones, 10Wa - For her commitment to the school in taking part 
in the Minster service orchestra.  Well done for your commitment to 
the school.  Mr Williams 

Maia Green, 11Bs - For excellent resilience, attitude and compassion 
shown throughout the exam period.  Well done.  Miss Turvey

Erin Smith, 11MHo - For excellent resilience, attitude and compassion 
shown throughout the exam period.  Well done.  Miss Turvey

Hannah Sivro-Williams, 11Hu - For excellent resilience, attitude and 
compassion shown throughout the examination period.  Well done.  
Miss Turvey

Bailey Furman, 11MHo - For excellent resilience, attitude and 
compassion shown throughout the exam period.  Well done.  Miss 
Turvey

Seb Ray, 12Nc - For his commitment to supporting the school 
community last week and always!  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney 

Livia Avey, 12Aw - For her commitment to supporting the school 
community last week and always!  Mrs Hopkinson-Kearney

Rosie Harrold, 13Le - For an exemplary approach to completing her 
EPQ.  Miss De Lashley

Happy Christmas!
Happy Christmas to all our students and their families.  I hope the 
holiday period brings time together and some well-earned rest.  It 
has been a jam-packed term with a tremendous amount of hard 
work and determination demonstrated and I am more proud than 
ever to work with such admirable young people.  Be safe! 

Early finish
On Friday 21 December we will be having 3 periods of taught 
lessons, our Christmas Service and an early finish.  
Students will be leaving at 1.45pm to start enjoying the Christmas 
break.

Year 13 Mock Exams
Results will be distributed following a Results Assembly on 
Monday 28 January with Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 30 
January.
We wish all those completing BTEC external assessments in 
January the very best of luck and a productive revision period 
over the break.

Year 12 Mock Exams
Year 12 commence their Winter mock exams with effect 
Monday 21 January, for one week.  The two weeks leading 
up to these will be supported with in class guided revision.  
Students need to be making a start on their revision now to 
enable them to perform at their best during this assessment 
window.  Students have been given a mock exam timetable.
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The KS3 and KS4 Student Councils met this week to review the term and discuss a range of ideas.  Here is a selection of their 
discussions: 

 What students enjoy about school: 
 •   “When you can discuss your ideas and talk things through as a class.”
 •   “When I’m challenged and pushed by staff.”
 •   “The awards you get.  I really liked being on the Gold Award board.” 
 •   “I love the News in form time and when we take part in a weekly quiz.  It feels like the form comes together.” 
 •   “I’ve really liked all the mindfulness stuff we have done this term.” 
 •   “My form tutor.  I’ve known him for four years and he really cares about me.” 

 What students knew they could do if they felt unsafe:  
 •   “I know I can go to my Pastoral Support Worker and Head of Year who will always help me.” 
 •   “If you feel unsafe, you know you can go to a trusted adult in school.”
 •   “If someone hasn’t got a lanyard on, tell a member of staff immediately.” 
 •   “Gaynor is always there if you need her.”
 •   “If you feel unsafe during the day, there are lots of quiet, safe places you can go to such as the Library and Inclusion 
      Centre.” 

 Where members of staff had challenged them and pushed them to make even more progress: 
 •   “I feel challenged in Maths when we have DIRT questions which really make me think about where I went wrong.” 
 •   “Teachers direct me to do the Bright Sparks questions which help me do better.” 
 •   “I felt really proud when I was pushed to answer my first GCSE question in History and I knew exactly how to 
      answer it.” 
 •   “There is always extra, challenging work available in Maths for when I feel things are too easy.”

 Areas they would like to see improved: 
 •   Continued promotion of equality, including more promotion of girls’ football within school.
 •   More information about financial guidance beyond school. 
 •   More external speakers coming into school to talk in assemblies about a range of topics, including racism and 
      homophobia .

 
 

OF THE WEEK

Pacificism:  opposition to war, militarism or violence.  “However, 
it was the destruction of their cities that converted them to 
pacifism.”  Synonyms: peacemaking, non-violence.

@AHSPhysEd:  @AHS_Year9 
students putting in some 
quality work in the fitness suite

School Show - Oliver
Included with this week’s Newsletter is 
the ‘Oliver’ rehearsal schedule for January-
February.  All rehearsals will take place in the 
Music department/Main Hall. 

#TheWorldIsInOurHands - Tip of the Week
Do you get a lot of junk mail?  Simply 
putting a sign on your letter box saying ‘no 
junk mail’ will help reduce this.  You can also 
contact Royal Mail and change your delivery 

preferences with various 
websites.  And, if you haven’t 
already done so, could switch 
to paperless bills.
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8 Hockey (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Fixtures (tbc)

   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8/9/10 Netball (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y11 Exam PE P6 (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Girls’ Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Fixtures (tbc)

   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Open Trampolining (Sports Hall)
      -   Open Badminton (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9/10 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Volleyball (Gym)
     -   Fixtures (tbc)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8 Basketball (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Open Dance (Studio)
      -   Y11 Exam PE P6 (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Fixtures (tbc)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Netball (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)

Setting Goals = 
Smart - Measurable - Accepted - 

Realistic - Time-bound

“You can’t win unless you learn how to 
lose.”  Kareem Abdul-Jabbar

Youth Sport Trust
Last Friday, Mrs Beard and six Year 7 and 
8 girls took part in the Youth Sport Trust 
Girls’ Active training course.  It is a project 
aimed at creating ambassadors of girls’ PE 
that will be involved in leading activities 
to increase participation and enjoyment 
for all girls within school.  We had a very 
motivating and informative day with 
course leaders that were World Champions 
in their field.  The girls created motivating 
chants using the YST values.  We are really 
looking forward to putting in place some 
of the great ideas next term and helping 

everyone overcome any barriers to being 
happy and healthy in PE.
The Chief Medical Officer recommends 
that all children and young people should 
engage in moderate to vigorous intensity 
physical activity for at least 60 minutes and 
up to several hours every day.
Research shows that:
•   by age 7 girls are already less active than 
boys and this disparity widens as they 
move from childhood into adolescence.
•   secondary-age girls are more likely to 
experience barriers to participation than 
boys.
•   the biggest drop-off occurs during the 
transition from primary to secondary 
school, with disruption to friendship 
groups and declining body confidence 
affecting girls’ participation in PE and sport.

Football - Year 7
On Thursday 13 December, our Year 7 team 
put on a fantastic performance at Roco in 
a 5-a-side tournament which saw them 
secure 4th place out of eight Yorkshire 
schools taking part.  The team displayed 
fantastic skills, resilience and wonderful 
team morale and we look forward to more 
exciting matches in 2019!  Well done to 
Paula, Sophie, Greta, Anna, Chloe and 
Lottie! 

Football - Year 9 
Congratulations to the Year 9 football team 
who won 4-3 at Selby in a crucial double 
header.  Goals from Charlie Petch (2) who 

earned the Player of the 
Match, Harrison Cain 
and Reg Rogerson saw 
the team go top of their 
league and progress into 
the county cup quarter 
finals. 



TIME WHAT WHO SONGS CHOIR ORCH

Tuesday 08-Jan 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Scene 1-4 FULL CAST Who will Buy YES

Wednesday 09-Jan 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Scene 5-6 FULL CAST N/A

Thursday 10-Jan 3:15pm-4:15pm Singing (LA) FULL CAST  and ORCHESTRA TBC YES YES L40

Friday 11-Jan 3:15pm - 4:15pm (RH?) Act 1 Scene 1-4 FULL CAST UNTIL 4:15pm (SOWERBERY’S - 5pm) Food Glorious Food, Oliver, Boy for Sale, It’s your Funeral YES

Monday 14-Jan 3:15pm - 4:15pm (MO?) Act 1 Scene 3-4 Sowerberry’s Oliver and Bumble (recap from Fri) It’s Your Funeral YES YES L40

Tuesday 15-Jan 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 1 Scene 5- 7 FULL CAST Consider Yourself, Pick a Pocket, Fine Life YES

Wednesday 16-Jan 3:15-4:15pm Act 2 Scene 1 FULL CAST Oom Pah Pah, My Name, As Long as He needs Me YES

Thursday 17-Jan Singing (LA) FULL CAST  and ORCHESTRA TBC YES

Friday 18-Jan 3:15pm - 5pm Act 1 Full Run FULL CAST   (ORCHESTRA TBC) ALL YES TBC

Monday 21-Jan 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Scene 1-2 FULL CAST Oom Pah Pah, My Name, As Long as He needs Me Yes YES L40

Tuesday 22-Jan TBC TBC TBC TBC TBC

Wednesday 23-Jan 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Scene 2-4 FULL CAST Who Will Buy? Reviewing the Situation YES

Thursday 24-Jan Act 2 Scene 4-6 & finale FULL CAST  and ORCHESTRA Consider Yourself (Bows) YES YES

Friday 25 Jan 3:15pm - 5:00pm Act 2 Full Run FULL CAST  and ORCHESTRA Food Glorious Food, Oliver YES

Monday 28-Jan 3:15pm - 5:30pm Full Run FULL CAST  and ORCHESTRA Reviewing the Situation YES

Tuesday 29-Jan 3:15pm - 5pm TBC FULL CAST  and ORCHESTRA TBC

Wednesday 30-Jan 3:15pm - 5pm TBC FULL CAST  and ORCHESTRA TBC

Thursday 31-Jan 3:15pm - 5:00pm TBC TBC TBC YES YES

Friday 01-Feb 3:15pm - 6:00pm Full Run FULL CAST  and ORCHESTRA YES YES

Sunday 03-Feb 1pm-7pm TECH RUN

Monday 04-Feb 3:15pm - 6:00pm FULL RUN

Tuesday 05-Feb 3:15pm - 6:00pm FULL RUN

Wednesday 06-Feb Prim Mat & Show

Thursday 07-Feb 4pm Show

Friday 08-Feb Show

Show Week
  Full Cast, Choir and Orchestra  

Full Cast, Choir and Orchestra  

Full Cast Choir and Orchestra

Oliver! - Rehearsal Schedule

Week

1

Week

2

Week

3

Week  4
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