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Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 21 February 2019

Head’s Introduction

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Fri 22 Feb
25 Feb -1 Mar

Mon 4 Mar
Wed 6 Mar
Tue 12 Mar
Wed 13 Mar

School finishes at 3.10pm
Half Term
Students return
Y8 Girls’ HPV Vaccinations
Annual Holgate Science Lecture, 7.30pm, NSLC
Y12 Parents’ Evening, 3.45pm, Main Hall

Upcoming Events

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been focussing 
on the place of social media in lives and how it can become an 
obsession.  One of the quotes we have spent some time thinking 
about is:
“Too many people overvalue what they are not and undervalue 
what they are.”  Malcolm S Forbes, 20th C 
American entrepreneur and publisher
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.

Dear Parents and Carers,
It was great to see so many parents at the Year 
8 Evening last night.  Families should now have 
enough information to make informed choices 
about option choices for Year 9.  A reminder that 
all forms are to be returned by tomorrow (Fri 22 
Feb).

I would like to remind families about our rules in terms of mobile 
phones.  If these are seen during the school day they will be confiscated 
and held at Reception to be collected at the end of the day.  Phones will 
only be returned to students if they ask for them in a polite manner.    If 
this does not happen or if a phone has been confiscated three times, 
parents will be invited to collect the phone in person.

Mr Harper continues to be in our thoughts and we hope for his safe 
return.  Support is available in school for any students and staff who are 
affected.

School Uniform
Thank you to all parents who ensure there child is wearing the full school 
uniform every day.  A reminder that guidance on the school uniform is 
available via: https://archbishopholgates.academy/parents/school-life/
school-uniform/ and included with this Newsletter.  The plan for next 
academic year will be for every year group to be in the new school 
uniform.  If you have any questions regarding school uniform, please 
contact Mr Furniss who will be very happy to help (01904 411341 or 
email dfurniss@archbishopholgates.org). 

Considerate Parking
We ask that parents please be respectful of our local community and 
park considerately when dropping-off/picking-up students at school.  
We have had a number of complaints about cars being parked across 
driveways, blocking roads and using disabled parking bays.  Thank you.

Holidays during Term Time
This is a polite reminder that Government legislation, clearly states, 
that no leave of absence during term time should be authorised.  We 
will refer all absences due to holidays to the Local Authority who will 
consider issuing a fixed penalty notice under Section 444(1a) of the 
Education Act 1996.  Any parents issued with such a notice will be 
subject to a prompt fine of either £60 per parent per child (if paid within 
21 days) or £120 (if paid after the 21st day but within 28 days).  Failure to 
pay the Fixed Penalty Notice is likely to lead to prosecution.  If convicted 
you can be fined up to a maximum of £2500 per parent and/or receive 
a custodial sentence of up to 3 months.
There are only 190 school days each year, which leaves 175 days for 
family time, visits, holidays, household jobs and other appointments.  
Every day in school counts and makes a difference.  If a child has 90% 
attendance, this means they have missed 19 days of school in a year, 95 
lessons in a year and if repeated for 11 years, more than one full school 
year missed.

Annual Holgate Science Lecture
This year’s lecture, ‘Through the Looking Glass, and What Amino Acids 
Found There’, is given by Dr Kirsty Penkman, Reader in Analytical 
Chemistry, University of York, on Tuesday 12 March, 7.30pm, in the 
National Science Learning Centre, University of York.  A chance to find 
out how Chemistry is applied to Archaeology.  Suitable for all, aged 8 to 
80, admission is free.
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Social Media Spotlight
Each week, we will be providing  an overview of different social media 
platforms which students may be using in their own time.  We hope to 
provide  an insight into what these Apps are, the benefits of using them 
and the potential dangers that may come from using them. 

Online Gaming
What is online gaming and what are the issues?
Online gaming is a very popular, fun and 
sociable way to spend time, encouraging 
teamwork and developing skills.  Online 
gaming can have lots of benefits for 
teenagers, but there are things you need 
to be aware of:
•   Get involved by finding out what type of games your child enjoys and 
making sure they’re appropriate for their age.
•   Some games let children play and chat with anyone in the world.  This 
means they might come across offensive language and bullying.
•   Not everyone online is who they say they are.  Children should avoid 
giving out personal details that could identify them or their location.
•   Some games encourage players to buy extra elements during the 
game – children have been known to run up large bills without realising.
•   In extreme cases bullying, also known as ‘griefing’, can be used as a 
tactic to win games.  Griefing is when somebody deliberately irritates 
and harasses other players within the game (trolling), using aspects of 
the game in unintended ways.  Children may find themselves either 
bullying or being bullied.
What can I do to keep my child safe? 
•   Find out what sort of games your child enjoys – do they prefer role-
play games, sports games, strategy and quest games or first-person 
shooter games?
•   Ask who they play with online, who they meet and talk to, and what 
kind of language is being used in live chat (usually via headphones).  
Gaming sites often have ways of reporting abusive chat and excluding 
anti-social players.  Make sure your child knows how to do this.
•   Especially for younger children, change the settings on your tablet or 
smartphone to ‘airplane’ mode.  That way, they can play the game offline 
without making accidental purchases or connecting with someone 
they don’t know.
•   Make sure you and your family agree what games can be played and 
that children understand why some games are allowed and others 
aren’t.  Agree how long they’re allowed to play for.
•   Teach your children to protect themselves – remind them not to share 
personal information and to keep gaming friends in the game only 
rather than adding them to their other social networks.
•   Read the advice to parents for each game and play the game yourself 
to help understand more about how the game your child is playing 
works and its appropriateness.
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/14plus/ 
If you have any concerns about your child’s e-safety, please contact 
either Mr Williams (Assistant Head: Pastoral Care) or Gaynor Stainsby 
(Safeguarding Officer) .

Green Dragons
You may have heard about a 
group of Green Dragons that 
are working in school.  They 
are a group of Year 8 students 
who have been looking into 
producing Ecobricks.  This is 
a plastic bottle filled with clean and dry waste plastic that can then be 
used as a building block.  We are taking plastic out of landfill and the 
food chain and making something creative with them.  It is one of the 
ways in which we can become more aware of the plastic we are using 
and then perhaps look to reduce the amount that can end up in our 
oceans.  We meet every Tuesday and are now asking Year 8 students 
to save their plastic bottles so that the Green Dragons can collect them 
and make into Ecobricks.  More information on making these can be 
found on the website: www.ecobricks.org.

The Lord Mayor of York’s Shine Awards 2019
Natasha Pugh received a Shine Award 
from the Lord Mayor after being 
nominated in the Arts and Young 
Volunteer category.  Natasha took on the 
role of Assistant Director for the school 
show, Oliver, supporting Mrs Newton 
with every aspect of the production 
from auditioning and planning to 
staging, costume and set design and 
some choreography.  An incredible 
achievement.

Science - Year 11 Period 6 
Science P6 is now on a Wednesday evening.  The table below shows the 
schedule.  It is vital that as many students as possible attend so that they 
can be supported in the weeks leading up to exams.  We look forward 
to welcoming the students and helping them progress in the subject.

Bright Sparks Learning Challenges
A reminder that entries should be handed in to Mr Lever by tomorrow, 
Friday 22 February.   Remember, there is a prize for the form with most 
entries.

#TheWorldIsInOurHands - Tip of the Week
Make sure that you use a refillable bottle that is BPA free 
and keep topping it up when you need a drink - take this 
with you when you go out.  This will reduce the number 
of single use plastic drinks bottles ending up in landfill or 
in recycling and be healthier for you.  Alternatively.. go 
out of your way to make sure that your plastic drinks bottle ends up in 
recycling rather than landfill waste - think about taking it home if you 
need to.
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Book Trust’s Prize-winning Books of 2018
The AHS English department would like to encourage KS3 students to check a book out of the library to read during this February 
half-term.  Why not take a look at the Book Trust’s Prize-winning Books of 2018?  Every year, there are loads of brilliant book prizes 
that celebrate the work of all the amazing children’s authors and illustrators writing for children, tweens, teens and young adults.  This 
list has been created from all the fantastic books that have won awards over the last year and are fully recommended.  So, without 
further ado, here are all the winning books in one handy round-up!  https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/p/prize-winning-books-
to-read-from-the-last-year/
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Form 
Group

Total 
quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this 

week
Quizzer of the week

Top 
quizzing 
Form this 

week

7Bl 116 2 Amber Chisholm

7Bm 92 2 Flo Wakeling

7CBr 45 1 Callum West

7Cm 41 4 Sophia Nicolle

7Cy 50 3 Martin Mogyorosy

7Gr 147 5 Katie Gregson

7Hf 84 2 Zane Grant

7Hv 110 9 Isaac Moore

7Kx 152 10 Ashleigh Taylor

7Mr 112 6 Mazen Abdel Razek

7NTh 151 17 Ella Gebbie Well done!

Accelerated Reader
Top Quizzers of the week
Year 7 Top Form:  Well done to Mr Thompson’s form!

Class
Total 

quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this 

week
Quizzer of the week

Top 
quizzing 
class  this 

week

8a1 143 - -

8a2 72 4 Emine Babucheva

8a3 86 - -

8b1 11 2 Sky Claridge

8c1 100 3 Gideon Dean

8c2 39 4 Matthew Bonarius Well done!

8c3 46 - -

8d1 25 - -

8d2 38 - -

8d3 26 3 Amy Hields

8d4 35 - -

Year 8 Top Class:  Well done Mrs Avey’s class!

Term Dates 2019-2020
Autumn Term
Staff Training Day - Mon 2 Sept 19 (School closed to students)
Students return - Tue 3 Sept 2019
Staff Training Day - Thu 3 Oct 2019 (School closed to students)
Half Term - 28 Oct – 1 Nov 2019 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Fri 20 Dec 2019

Spring Term
Staff Training Day - Mon 6 Jan 2020 (School closed to students)
Students return - Tue 7 Jan 2020
Half Term - 17-21 Feb 2020 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Thu 2 Apr 2020
Staff Training Day - Fri 3 Apr 2020 (School closed to students)

Summer Term
Students return - Mon 20 Apr 2020
May Bank Holiday - Mon 4 May 2020
Half Term - 25-29 May 2020 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Fri 17 Jul 2020
Staff Training Day - 20 Jul 2020 (School closed to students)

VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Examinations Officer
Lead Examination Invigilator and Administrator

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/our-school/vacancies/

Pathfinder MAT
HR Advisor

For more information visit:
www.pathfindermat.co.uk/new-vacancies-holder/

Enhanced DBS check will be required

Year 7 - Homework Policy
Following careful consideration by senior staff and helpful input from 
the school community, we have decided to make some small changes 
to the Year 7 Homework Policy.  After the February half-term break, we 
will be introducing a two-week system of homework setting for Year 7.  
This will mean that students will be set homework on a fortnightly basis 
rather than every week.  The only exception to this will be English, Maths 
and Science, which as core subjects we feel should be set more regularly 
and therefore shall continue to be set once a week, as will MFL.  By 
introducing these changes we hope that the homework burden on our 
younger students will be eased, but students will also continue with the 
opportunity for an outstanding education both at home and in school.  
Each homework shall continue to be marked or reviewed closely by the 
class teacher, and students will also continue to have the opportunity 
to meet with their teacher outside of the lesson should they have any 
questions regarding their homework.
I hope you will find the reforms to Year 7 homework welcome and 
should you have any further questions, please contact the Head of Year, 
Mrs Edmondson, or Associate SLT for Homework, Mr Avery.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

KS3 French - Alisha Langhorn, 7Bl
KS3 German - Robert Dilger, 8JLi

KS4 French - Robert Heather, 9Wd
KS4 German - Maya Hayes, 11PI

KS4 Spanish - Amelie Mackender, 11Gs
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select two 
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students 
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will receive a 
weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Freddie Fenwick, 7Cm -  For his amazing efforts and attitude with the 
Apollo Reading Challenge.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson
Annabel Moat, 7CBr - For her fantastic positive attitude to learning 
and super effort in English lessons.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson
Lucy Fullard, 8RNe - Lucy collected homework for a teacher and 
explained it to the boys in the form who were away swimming.  
Excellent example of leadership.  Well done!  Mr Arthur 
Razaan Bajri, 8RMe - For being consistently wonderful and helpful in 
form time.  Well done!  Mr Arthur 
Matthew Burn, 9Lp - Matthew is an asset to the year group; 
conscientious, hardworking, focused and reliable.  He also is 
thoughtful of others and willing to help.  Well done.  Mrs Avey
Daisy Hardy, 9Kd -  Daisy is quietly reliable and hardworking, positively  
contributing to the school community.  She was also fabulous in the 
school show.  Well done.  Mrs Avey
Devnara Wijeratne, 10Mc - For her excellent contribution to the 
Anne Frank exhibition.  She demonstrated true professionalism and 
compassion throughout.  Mr Wiles

Gaurie Sunil, 10Mc -  For her excellent contribution to the Anne Frank 
exhibition.  She demonstrated true professionalism and compassion 
throughout.  Mr Wiles
Maddie Cliff, 10Mc -  For her excellent contribution to the Anne Frank 
exhibition.  She demonstrated true professionalism and compassion 
throughout.  Mr Wiles
Chloe Rowan, 10Ry -  For her excellent contribution to the Anne Frank 
exhibition.  She demonstrated true professionalism and compassion 
throughout.  Mr Wiles
Abi Robinson, 12Nc -  For her commitment to the school community.  
Well done for your contribution during the school show last week.  
Miss Kincell
Holly Cairns, 12Aw - For her commitment to the school community.  
Well done for your contribution during the school show last week.  
Miss Kincell
Prashna Rai, 13CFr - Prashna has been an absolute grafter and has a 
well-earned recent offer from University.  Ms De Lashley
Sarah Sharp, 13Yg -  Sarah is an unwavering and committed student 
that never gives anything other than her best – even in Oliver!  Ms 
De Lashley 

Leavers’ Hoodies
Leavers’ hoodies will have the school’s name and logo embroidered 
on the front and the whole cohort (with personal nickname) on the 
back.  The cost of a hoodie is £28.50.

Half-term
Wishing all of our students and their families a restful half-term break 
with plenty of shared time.  Both year groups find themselves in very 
different positions at this time of year, but equally as tired after a fast 
paced and hardworking half-term.  Year 12 will return to specific 
feedback and guidance following their winter mock exams and Year 
13 will be straight into their final internal assessments before the 
summer exam series.  A busy break, but one for relaxation and self-
direction. 

March Mocks (reminder)
Year 13 March Mocks take place w/c 4 March.  They will take place 
within timetabled lessons.

Year 13 External BTEC Assessments
Results from the January external assessments will be released to 
students on Thursday 14 March between 8.00-8.40am from the Sixth 
Form Library.  Students needing information, advice and guidance 
regarding their results will have individual meetings with a member 
of the Sixth Form team that week. 

Year 13 A Level stand down
The official stand down for our A Level subjects is Friday 17 May, 
this is in advance of the A Level exams commencing 20 May.  We 
will still have lessons for BTEC subjects until all coursework has been 
completed.  Students will be stood down on an individual basis, but 
study leave will be granted where applicable.  Please get in touch if 
you have any queries.

Year 13 Leavers
Year 13 will sadly be leaving us shortly and I would like to draw 
attention to a number of celebratory opportunities taking place to 
mark the occasion and their achievement in completing Sixth Form.  
Students will receive letters with full payment details.  Should you 
require any further information then please do not hesitate to get in 
touch. 

Leavers’ Assembly
Both students and their families are invited to the Leavers’ Assembly 
on Thursday 16 May, 7.00-8.00pm, in the Main Hall.  There will be a 
short celebratory service led by Rev Paul Deo followed by an assembly 
with Ms De Lashley and the Year 13 Form Tutor Team.  Afterwards 
there will be cheese, wine and a range a sweet treats available. Your 
attendance to both parts of the evening would make the event a 
special way to mark the end of the two year period.

Leavers’ Prom
The Sixth Form Leavers’ Prom will take place on Friday 28 June at 
Hilton, York, 7.00–11.30pm.  Tickets for the Ball are £40 (to include 
a drinks reception, three course meal, DJ entertainment and Photo 
Booth). 
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Year 11 Rewards
Another great week for Year 11.  Well Done!  Below are the winners for this week.

Regan Coop, 11Bki - Great work rate in core PE fitness lesson; consistently excellent in Science; great attitude and desire to do well.
Hannah Kelly, 11Br - Continues to perform to an excellent standard in Media Studies and produces well-detailed homework; for her motivation 
and enthusiasm in German; well done for attending p6; consistent hard work and resilience in English.
Kyle Johnston, 11Bs - Completing a great practical with another student and asking to do more work once the lesson was over; Kyle is working 
really well in English at the moment; has been listening, focusing and applying himself to all tasks this week; keep it up!
Lucy Leonard, 11Dd - Consistent hard work and resilience in English; using extra help and support in Physics and doing well with practice questions.
Beth Mason, 11Gs - Outstanding and consistent effort in Maths; excellent effort in Engineering to complete assignment work.
Joe Craine, 11Ha - Great production of revision materials for science; asked excellent questions during the YoYo sessions – they were thoughtful 
and insightful – well done.
Ben Webb, 11Hu - Positive input and helping to teach p6 catch-up Geography; excellent work in PE p6, good use of knowledge on the skeletal and 
muscular systems and great demonstration.
Olivia Teasdale, 11MHo - Outstanding and consistent effort in Maths; consistent hard work and resilience in English.
Eloise Reading, 11Pi - Great attitude and participation in English lessons; worked incredibly hard to make the school show such a success.
Sirjan Rana, 11Pi - Excellent contributions in p6 and lessons, an outstanding 16 mark homework in History; diligent work and excellent effort with 
homework.

This half term has been very busy for many of our Prefects, School Council members and aspiring School Leaders.  Here is a brief summary 
of what they have been working on: 

The Anne Frank Exhibition 
Over 20 students in Years 8, 9 and 10 have been trained by The Anne Frank Trust to act as guides for the Anne Frank Exhibition we are now 
in our third year of hosting at school.  The students will each educate younger pupils in Years 5, 6 and 7 about Anne’s life pre-war, during 
her time hiding in the attic and after she was captured and sent to one of the most horrific concentration camps.
These students will lead the way in showing the devastating effects prejudice and discrimination can have.  Some of them will be invited 
to attend the annual conference in Manchester later in the year to further showcase the work Archbishop’s students do in combatting all 
forms of discrimination. 

Student Mentoring and Support 
Prefects have continued to grow in their role as visible school leaders in Key Stage 3 form times.  They are building strong relationships with 
students in these forms, helping manage the demands of homework and providing valuable 1:1 support for those on the accelerated 
reader programme. 

E-Safety Campaign
A sub-group of Prefects are taking over the leadership of e-safety at a student level.  They are preparing to deliver a range of activities to 
Key Stage 3 students highlighting, in particular, the dangers of too much screen time and the importance of stepping away from social 
media each day.  Further details of this will be available next half term after this has been delivered to students. 

Anti-discrimination Group 
Over 30 students have met weekly and have, independently, organised a week long programme of activities to highlight the importance 
of LGBT History Week in February.  This will take place after half term, but students have planned a range of activities, including: 
   •   Assemblies and form time activities 
   •   An awareness campaign 
   •   A treasure hunt around school 
   •   A film screening of Love, Simon 
   •   Fundraising activities, including a bake sale and penny challenge

The Prefects and student-led groups are showing excellent leadership and independence, contributing fully to the wider school life.  Well 
done to everybody! 
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8 Hockey (Sports Hall/Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8 Indoor Athletics (Sports Hall)
      -   Girls’ Active - by invitation (Sports Hall)
      -   Open Dance (Studio)
      -   Y11 Exam PE  Coursework (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Girls’ Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y11 Exam PE P6 (Ma6)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Open Trampolining (Sports Hall)
      -   Open Badminton (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9/10 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Volleyball (Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8/9/10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7/8 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y11 Exam PE Coursework (Bs2)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)

When a muscle contracts, it creates 
tension to apply force to a bone. 
Muscle contractions can be isotonic or 
isometric.  Isotonic = Changes length;  
Isometric = stays the same

“The more difficult the victory, the 
greater the happiness in winning.”   
Pele

RESULTS
Netball:    Y8 v Manor   A L24-0    B W4-2
Football:  Y9 v Away (Cup)    W3-0 (default)

 
 

OF THE WEEK

Polite Reminder
We would like to remind parents to 
ensure that all PE kit is clearly labelled with 
students’ names on.  We have had several 
students who have lost their kit, but do not 
have their names on it.  Any kit that is found 
and is labelled is sent to reception to be 
returned to students.  Thank you.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards
Students were invited to the annual Duke 
of Edinburgh Awards Ceremony last Friday 
evening, where they received their certificates 
from the Lord Mayor of York.  Mr Goldsmith 
would like to say a big ‘well done’ to all those 
who have achieved their awards and to those 
that are currently enrolled on the programme.  
If you still need to finish your DofE, please 
continue to upload the necessary documents 
to your eDofE account.

Describe:  To give a detailed account in words; to pronounce, 
as by a designating term, phrase, or the like; label; to indicate; 
be a sign of; denote.

@AHSChaplaincy:  Learning from our 
knowledgeable @AHSYork Year 8 guides about 
life for Anne and her family in the hidden attic 
above the jam factory. @AnneFrankTrust @
DioceseOfYork

Netball
The Year 8s were on flying form 
this week playing an away 
fixture at Manor.  The B team 
were successful and were able 
to produce a win of 4-2.  The A team were 
not as successful (0-24).  All students played 
with pride, compassion for each other 
and perseverance.  Well done ladies.  Star 
players of the game go to Isabelle Reed 
and Caitlin Calvert.
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