
 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

School
NEWSLETTER 336

Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 14 March 2019

Head’s Introduction

Social Media  Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Wed 20 Mar
Wed 27 Mar
Thu 28 Mar

Fri  5 Apr

Y10 Parents’ Evening, 3.45pm, Main Hall
Y7 Parents’ Evening, 3.45pm, Main Hall
Y11 & 13 Year Group Photo
Non-Uniform Day

Upcoming Events

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form 
groups have been focussing on the theme of 
British Science Week.  One of the quotes we 
have spent some time thinking about is:
“If you want to achieve conservation, the 
first thing you have to do is persuade 
people that the natural world is precious, beautiful, worth saving 
and complex.  If people don’t understand that and don’t believe 
that in their hearts, conservation doesn’t stand a chance.”  David 
Attenborough, TV presenter and environmentalist
To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone 
or other electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to thank  all the parents and 
students who attended the Year 12 Parents’ 
Evening yesterday.  We are really impressed 
with the way the cohort have adapted to life in 
post-16.

Thank you to everyone who attended the  
annual Holgate Science Lecture, as part of British Science Week on 
Tuesday evening at the National Science Learning Centre - a very 
informative evening.

Polite reminder - Considerate parking
A reminder to parents that only taxis are allowed to drive onto the school 
site from 8.30-8.50am and 3.05-3.25pm for Health and Safety reasons.  
We ask that parents please be respectful of our local community and 
park considerately when dropping-off/picking-up students at school.  
We have had a number of complaints about cars being parked across 
driveways and blocking roads.  Thank you.

Commonwealth Day 2019
On Monday, a group of students travelled to London to join 700 children 
and young people from across the UK in celebration of Commonwealth 
Day at Westminster Abbey as part of a congregation of 3,000 people.
The event is the largest annual multi-faith service in the UK and was 
attended by Her Majesty The Queen, as Head of the Commonwealth, 
senior members of the Royal Family, The Prime Minister, Commonwealth 
Heads of State and specially invited guests.
Richard Nihill, School Chaplain, said: “The students and 
I were very excited about being given this wonderful 
opportunity.  We had an amazing day in London, 
meeting people from across the Commonwealth 
and seeing members of the Royal Family at this 
unique event.  It surpassed all our expectations and 
was unforgettable.”
Before the service, the group had a guided tour of the Renaissance 
paintings of the National Gallery and saw some of London’s most 

famous sights.
The service, broadcast live on the BBC, 
celebrates the unity and diversity of the modern 
Commonwealth and aims to foster a greater 
understanding of the Commonwealth’s role and 
achievements.  This year’s theme of ‘A Connected 
Commonwealth’ speaks of the determination of 
the culturally diverse and widely dispersed family 

of nations to cooperate and work together in friendship and goodwill.
Attendees at the service were treated to performances from Tropical 
Flowers Séga Dancers, The Hertfordshire Commonwealth Choir, The 
Dionysus Ensemble, The Dhol Foundation, Clean Bandit, William Barton, 
Alfie Boe, B Positive Choir and the Choir of Westminster Abbey.  The 
principal reflection was given by UN Patron of Oceans, Lewis Pugh.
Head Girl, Maia Garcia, summed up the collective feelings of the group 
saying that no sooner had the service begun than it was drawing to 
a close.”  I realised that the service was over and they were ushering 
everyone out, but instead of disappointment I remained elevated as we 
did not just attend the Commonwealth Service, 
we were part of it.”
Commonwealth Day is marked annually on 
the second Monday in March. It is a celebration 
of the Commonwealth’s rich diversity and an 
opportunity to promote understanding on 
global issues, international cooperation and 
the work of Commonwealth civil society 
organisations.
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Social Media Spotlight
Each week, we will be providing  an overview of different social media 
platforms which students may be using in their own time.  We hope to 
provide  an insight into what these Apps are, the benefits of using them 
and the potential dangers that may come from using them. 

The impact of Screen Time
Based on research into children’s screen-
based activities commissioned in 2018, the 
UK Chief Medical Office has given advice 
for parents and carers on how to help 
children develop balanced screen use.
Here are the top tips outlined in the guidance:
1.  Sleep Matters - Getting enough, good quality sleep is very important. 
Leave phones outside the bedroom when it is bedtime.
2.  Education Matters - Make sure you and your children are aware of and 
abide by, their school’s policy on screen time.
3.  Safety when out and about - Advise children to put their screens away 
while crossing the road or doing an activity that needs their full attention.
4.  Family time together - Screen-free meal times are a good idea – you 
can enjoy face-to-face conversation, with adults giving their full attention 
to children.
5.  Sharing sensibly - Talk about sharing photos and information online 
and how photos and words are sometimes manipulated.  Parents and 
carers should never assume that children are happy for their photos to be 
shared.  For everyone – when in doubt, don’t upload!
6.  Keep Moving! - Everyone should take a break after a couple of hours 
sitting or lying down using a screen.  It’s good to get up and move about 
a bit.
7.  Talking helps - Talk with children about using screens and what they are 
watching.  A change in behaviour can be a sign they are distressed – make 
sure they know they can always speak to you or another responsible adult 
if they feel uncomfortable with screen or social media use.
8.  Use helpful phone features - Some devices and platforms have special 
features – try using these features to keep track of how much time you 
(and with their permission, your children) spend looking at screens or on 
social media.

School police on mobile phones
As a school, we believe that it is important that students are given 
structured time away from their phones in order to allow them to focus 
on lessons and socialising appropriately with each other.  This will also 
help promote positive wellbeing.  Therefore, we would like to reiterate our 
policy on mobile phones: 
Any mobile phone seen between 8.45am and 3.10pm will automatically 
be confiscated. 
•   If this is the first time a phone has been confiscated, the student will be 
able to collect their phone from Reception.
•   If this is the second time a phone has been confiscated, the student will 
have to meet Mr Daly at 3.25pm in the school hall.  If your child gets a 
school bus, they will need to collect it the following morning.
•   If this is the third time a phone has been confiscated, we will not return 
the phone until parents have come to collect it. 
We expect all students to follow this policy without argument. 

Further helpful support can be found at: https://www.internetmatters.
org/advice/14plus/ 

If you have any concerns about your child’s e-safety, please contact 
either Mr Williams (Assistant Head: Pastoral Care) or Gaynor Stainsby 
(Safeguarding Officer) .

AHS Gaming Club
Our first Warhammer 40K gaming tournament has come to an end 
with a close battle to grab first place.  In the end, it was Lewis Wilson 
who won the title of Warmaster, with Thomas Collett coming a close 
2nd, Louie Mantovani 3rd and Oliver Maude collecting the wooden 
spoon award.  Major congratulations 
to all for taking part and we look 
forward to seeing what they get 
with their prizes.  If students want 
to see if they have what it takes to 
become the next Warmaster, come 
on down to the Wargaming Club 
after school on Tuesdays to hone 
your skills.

Allotment News
Spring has sprung in the allotment with 
daffodils blooming after the warm half 
term break, (as seen in the photo).  Now 
is the time to see the new daffodils 
growing in other areas around school 
that were donated to us and planted 
by the Allotment Club last November.   
The daffodils around the pond in the 
allotment can now be seen more clearly 
as the club has spent the winter months 
clearing and taming the brambles 
around the pond (a corner of this can be 

seen in the photo.)  Spring leads us to the planting season and we 
will be using the pots that have been donated to our club – many 
thanks for those.  Look out for updates of our growing as plans 
progress.   If anyone has any queries about the allotment, please 
contact Mrs Clarke. 

World Book Day 2019
World Book Day was another huge success this year.  The efforts 
of staff were truly excellent, with firm favourites this year being Mr 
Allcock as Willy Wonka and Miss Holmes as a Borrower. 
Students in the Library had lots of fun creating books in jars, making 
posters and quietly reading.  In DEAR time, students took part in a 
book-themed quiz, with collective worship encouraging students to 
think about this year’s theme: Reading is Power.
Overall, a great day was had by all, reminding us about why reading 
is so important.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Rewards and Recognition
The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select two 
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students 
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will receive a 
weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Freya Rowley, 7NTh - For her compassion for other students in PE, 
supporting another student whilst feeling unwell.  So lovely to see – 
well done!  Mrs Edmondson
Sam Guarino, 7Kx - For his Lady Macbeth assessment, which was 
absolutely superb.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson
Fin Saunders, 8Wb - For his continually positive attitude.  He is 
wonderful to have in form.  Mr Webb and Mr Arthur
Oliver Lynch, 8RMe - For his excellent support during form time.  Well 
done!  Ms Metcalf and Mr Arthur
Mia Rank, 9DCl - Mia is a warm, kind, hardworking reliable student 
who was also brilliant in the recent AHS football match, significantly 
contributing to the team going forward into the next round.  Well 
done Mia.  Mrs Avey
Adam Wong, 9Cr - Adam is a reliable, sensible, kind, considerate, 
focussed and hardworking student who is an asset to the year 
group.  Well done Adam.  Mrs Avey

Bobby Fitch, 10Di - For improved attendance and punctuality and 
generally being a lovely member of my form.  Well done, Bobby!  
Miss Dixon and Mr Wiles
Lucy Austin, 10Ay - For her incredible act of generosity and 
compassion donating Easter Eggs to the school.  She truly lives the 
school values into being.  Mr Wiles and Mr Nihill
Yvie Wilson Moss, 12Os - For outstanding contribution to the wider 
school community through mentoring younger students and 
supporting Year 11s.  Miss Kincell
Niamh Richardson, 13Cn - For being focused and working hard 
across all subjects.  Well done.  Ms De Lashley
David Atkins, 13Cn -  For being focused and working hard in Business.  
Well done.  Ms De Lashley

Year 11 Rewards
Another great week for Year 11.  Well done!  Below are the winners for this week:
Maya Hayes, 11Pi - Values Award  Laila El-Gmati, 11Pi  Bobby Lamb, 11MHo
Maia Leites, 11Gs    Madia Harvey, 11Hu  Toni Barnett, 11Ha
Oliver Clark, 11Br    Ellie Discroll, 11Bs   Faith Battersby, 11Dd
Josh Carr, 11BKi

Year 12 Key dates
Friday 3 May - BTEC Summer Exams
w/c 1 July (two weeks) - Summer Mock Exams
w/c 19 July - WEX
Thursday 15 August - Results Day

Year 13 Key dates
Friday 3 May - BTEC Summer Exams
Thursday 16 May - Year 13 Leavers’ Celebration Evening
Friday 17 May - A Level Stand down
w/c 20 May - A Level Summer Exams
Friday 28 June - Prom
Thursday 15 August - Results Day

Year 13 BTEC Results
The majority of our Year 13 BTEC students received external assessment 
results this week.  These make up part of their overall grade in the 
Summer.  One-to-one meetings are taking place over the next few 
days to ensure students understand their current position and what 
can be done to support progress and maximise overall outcomes.  
They have worked incredibly hard – a huge well done! 

Year 12 Parents’ Evening
Thank you to all those that attended this week, it was great to finally 
have the opportunity to celebrate the successes of Year 12 so far.  If you 
were unable to attend please get in touch for an update. 

Year 13 Leavers’ Hoodies
A reminder that last Friday was the Hoodie payment deadline.  If your 
son/daughter has not made full payment and would still like to order 
a hoodie, please get in touch as soon as possible.
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Form 
Group

Total 
quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this 
half 

term

Quizzer of the half term

Top 
quizzing 
Form this 
half term

7Bl 122 7 Evan Bartholomew

7Bm 101 9 Robyn McDermott

7CBr 50 5 Amber Chisholm

7Cm 45 4 Penelope Perring

7Cy 55 5 Martin Mogyorosy

7Gr 151 4 Trixie Hudson

7Hf 86 2 Antonia Geldard

7Hv 111 1 Hashir Khan

7Kx 159 7 Caity Coleman

7Mr 122 10 Mazen Abdel Razek

7NTh 172 21 Amy Bazira Well done!

Accelerated Reader
Top Quizzer of the Week
Year 7 Top Form:  Well done to Mr Thompson’s form, yet again!

Class
Total 

quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this 
half 

term

Quizzer of the half term

Top 
quizzing 
class  this 
half term

8a1 151 8 Ben Kinder Well done!

8a2 73 1 Dylan Pottage

8a3 87 1 Adam Sargent

8b1 11 - -

8c1 103 3 Kyle Taylor

8c2 41 2 Laura Wilkie

8c3 47 1 -

8d1 25 - -

8d2 40 2 Matthew Waites

8d3 27 1 Amy Hields

8d4 35 - -

Year 8 Top Form:  8a1 - Well done to Miss Kady’s class, yet again.

Below is an overview of the work undertaken by the KS3 Student Council.  They are working collaboratively with Year 10 Prefects: 

Upcoming Events organised by student groups 
Charity Event:  The two groups are working together to organise a large charity event in the school’s annual Values Week.  Students are 
currently discussing different options to raise money and raise the profile of local charities and charities which mean a lot to the students.  
This has already been a great collaborative event where students from different year groups, who haven’t previously known each other, 
are working together in order to meet the needs.
LGBT week:  Again, a collaborative event organised by students to raise the profile of LGBT issues within school.  Students have created a 
range of resources and events, including specific news stories, assemblies, quizzes, cake sales and fundraising activities.  More to follow 
next week! 
Key Stage 3 Student Voice:  Lots of excellent progress has been made on issues raised by students in the council. 
 •   A number of students on the council talked very positively about how quickly and well incidents of bullying had been dealt 
 with.  They said they felt really support and much happier in school. 
 •   They said they felt staff were extremely positive about their lessons and they really enjoyed the enthusiasm shared in subjects. 
 •   Year 7s were very pleased with the changes to the Year 7 homework policy and felt their concerns about work load had been 
 listened to. 
 •   There was lots of positivity about the impact of the rewards policy.  They loved the stationary incentives and the pizza parties 
 for attendance.  They had lots of further ideas about how students can be rewarded. 
The students also raised the following as issues to be addressed in school: 
 •   Students like the daily notices, but would like there to be a reminder to ensure all notices are looked at in form time, particularly 
 if there are multiple pages. 
 •   Students raised concerns about the movement between the changing rooms and the swimming pool and whether a mat 
 could be placed there during muddy times. 
 •   They said they felt a one-way system near the PE changing room and Black Square could ease congestion.  It has worked really 
 well in MFL and RE, could it work here? 
 •   More students need to know about the reward trips in the summer term to incentivise students to always complete their 
 homework. 
Next week, KS4 student council updates.
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8 Hockey (Sports Hall/Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc
   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8 Indoor Athletics (Sports Hall)
      -   Girls’ Basketball (Gym)
      -   Open Dance (Studio)
      -   Y11 Exam PE  Coursework (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Girls’ Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y11 Exam PE P6 (Ma6)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc
   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   GCSE PE Moderation Preparation
           Badminton (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9/10 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Volleyball (Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc
   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8/9/10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7/8 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y11 Exam PE Coursework (Bs2)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc
   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)

RESULTS
Netball:    Y7 v York High W19-3
Netball:   Y7 v Huntington A L4-12   B L3-9
Netball:   Y7 v Manor  W14-2
Netball:   Y7 B v Y8 Mount L6-3
Netball:   Y10 v Manor W10-7
Football:  Y9 Girls’ v Rydale W2-0
Football:  Y7 v All Saints D6-6 IW4-2)
Football:  Y8 v All Saints L3-2

Y7 Netball
The Y7 netballers were on 
winning form away at York High.  
The game ended with a fantastic 
victory of 19–3 points.  Well done 
to all the ladies that took part.  
Star player of the match Ruby 
Allitt for showing compassion 
and team spirit to her peers. 

The Y7s were also in action against Huntington 
last week.  We were not able to come home 
with the win (4-12 and 3-9), but every student 
should be very proud of their performance as 
they all showed determination, resilience and 
compassion for others through the fast paced 
game.  Well done to all the ladies that took part.  
Star players of the game: Orla Gillies and Esme 
Pounder.

The Y7s were also on winning 
form this week, also playing 
Manor, winning 14-2.  Each 
student showed enthusiasm and 
compassion towards each other 
and their opponents.  Well done 
to all who took part.  Star player 
goes to Lucy Toulson.

The Y7B team also played against the Y8B team 
from The Mount.  Even though 
their opposition were a year older, 
the score was very close with 
Mount winning 6-3.  Star player of 
the game goes to Amy Holmes for 
her ability under pressure when 
scoring.  Well done to all the ladies.

Y8 Netball
The Y8s were playing at home this 
week against The Mount School.  
The score was unfortunately 
18-6 to The Mount, but this 
game was the best the Y8s have 
played yet as a team, showing 
fantastic comerardery, passion 
and determination.  Star player 
of the game was Heidi Fothergill who played 
fantastic as centre and who was a last minute 
stand in.  Well done to all the ladies.

Our Y10s have come home with 
their first netball VICTORY of the 
year playing Manor at home 
winning 10-7.  The students have 
worked extremely hard and 
thoroughly deserve this win.  
Well done to the Y9s who played 
up for the team.  Star player 

going to Holly Allison. 

Basketball 
Well done to the Y9 & 10 
basketball team who beat Vale 
of York Academy in the York & 
District Shield semi final play 
off last week.  After an even first 
period the boys performed 
excellently to secure a 37-29 
victory.  Man of the match went to Jack 
Richardson for his outstanding offensive work.  
Moment of the match, however, went to James 
Docwra for his simply sublime ‘swooshed’ three 
pointer. 

Football
Last week was the Girls’ County Cup Quarter 
Final away at Ryedale School.  Our U14 girls were 
extremely impressive and led us to a 2-0 victory 
and through to the semi-final of the Cup; the 
girls support for one another, morale, fitness and 
skill were all highly commendable.  They were 
an absolute asset to our school.

Football
Both Y7 and 8 headed to All Saints School in 
a league cup double fixture.  The Y8s were 
missing several key players, but despite this, 
played extremely well and were unlucky to 
lose 3-2 against a strong All Saints team.  The 
standout players were Noah Hill for his quality 
forward play and scoring both goals and Elliot 
Morrison for his debut in goal.  Elliot’s starting 
position was fantastic and played as a sweeper 
keeper throughout intercepting most of All 
Saints attacks.  Well done boys.

Congratulations to the Y7 football team who 
won an epic cup match at All Saints.  Despite 
being 6-5 down with 30 seconds to go in 
extra time, they managed to take the game to 
penalties courtesy of late, late equaliser from 

Oli Rose.  Joseph Hall emerged 
as the hero in the shootout, with 
a wonderful save to seal a 4 -2 
victory on penalties.  Well done 
to the whole squad, it was an 
amazing afternoon that will live 
long in the memory. 
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MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

KS3 French - Timothy Dunn, 8By
and Grace Pendlebury, 7CBr

KS3 German - Holly Hannan, 7Hv
KS4 French - Sophie Eastwood, 11MHo

KS4 German - Faye Saunders, 11Br
KS4 Spanish - Emma Beale, 9Kd

Science - Year 11 Period 6 
Science P6 revision continues every week until after the exams, please 
encourage your child to attend.  Students should check the rooming 
notice in Science for their course (Trilogy/Triple) and their tier of entry 
(F/H).  The schedule is as follows:
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