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Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 21 March 2019

Head’s Introduction

Wed 27 Mar
Thu 28 Mar

Fri  5 Apr
Wed 10 Apr
Thu 11 Apr
Fri 12 Apr
15-28 Apr

Y7 Parents’ Evening, 3.45pm, Main Hall
Y11 & 13 Year Group Photo
Non-Uniform Day
Y11 Parents’ Evening, 3.45pm, Main Hall
School finishes at 3.10pm
Training Day (school closed to students)
Easter Holidays

Upcoming Events

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form 
groups have been focussing on the theme of 
A Sense of Belonging.  One of the quotes we 
have spent some time thinking about is:
“Honestly, if you don’t fit in then you’re probably doing the right 
thing.”  Lights Poxleitner, Canadian singer, songwriter, musician, 
comic book author
To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone 
or other electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to thank all the parents and 
students who attended the Year 10 Parents’ 
Evening yesterday.

We also look forward to welcoming parents to a 
second Year 11 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 
10 April, which this year will also include study 

skills sessions for families to visit.  There are also revision opportunities 
during Easter and May, and a Pupil Premium residential visit to boost 
revision.  I hope these arrangements evidence that we are committed 
to working in partnership to help all Year 11 fulfil their potential.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

British Science Week 2019
Last week the school celebrated British 
Science Week, with an environmental focus 
students have been considering how to 
make improvements to the world around 
them.  This included a colourful chemistry 
demonstration, planning recycled cities and considering finite 
resources, as well as the ever popular demo day.  Lots of fun was had, 
students learnt ways to recycle more and consider ways they could 
help the planet.
On Thursday, Ella, from Zoolab, came to school with her collection 
of wonderful animals.  She talked to groups of students about the 
Rainforest, our impact on the environment and how our daily actions 
impact the plants and animals around the world.  We were encouraged 
to recycle, reduce our use of non recyclable materials and think more 
outwardly about how our actions impact others.

Year 7 RE Trip to Heslington Church
Parents of Year 7 students should have received an information letter 
about the forthcoming free RE trip to Heslington Church.  If letters have 
been misplaced, please obtain a replacement letter from Reception.  This 
is a compulsory part of the RE curriculum and an excellent opportunity 
for interactive learning.  Please could students return forms to their RE 
teachers as soon as possible.

Student success
Well done to Phoenix Taylor (Year 8) who won the 
‘Year 9 and under’ Electric Guitar and Bass category 
at the Harrogate Music Festival with Distinction (one 
of only two distinctions in the day).  Congratulations!

Archbishop Holgate’s School Association
There will be a meeting of the AHSA on Wednesday 27 March, 
7.00pm, in the Sixth Form Café.  All parents and carers are invited to 
join us.  For more details please contact Mrs Robinson – krobinson@
archbishopholgates.org
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Social Media Spotlight
Each week, we will be providing  an overview of different social media 
platforms which students may be using in their own time.  We hope to 
provide  an insight into what these Apps are, the benefits of using them 
and the potential dangers that may come from using them. 
What is inappropriate content?
As children become more active online at a 
younger age, the possibility and probability 
that they’ll see something inappropriate all 
depends on what they’re doing online. 
Whether it’s an explicit pop-up ad on a 
free game, videos showcasing children’s cartoon characters in adult 
situations, or a forum promoting self-harm, an innocent search can 
expose children to content that can make them feel upset and confused.
What online activities can increase the possibility and probability 
that my child will see inappropriate content?
•   Joining social networks before reaching the minimum age
•   Playing games and using Apps which are not age-appropriate
•   Watching live streams which may show inappropriate content or 
taking part in them and unconsciously being exploited
Did you know: 
•   56% of 11-16 year olds have seen explicit material online
•   One-third of British children 12-15 have encountered sexist, racist or 
discriminatory content
•   One in ten children aged 8-11 who go online said they had seen 
something nasty or worrying online 
What sort of inappropriate content might my child see?
What you think is inappropriate material for your child will probably 
differ from your child’s view or that of other parents.  It will also depend 
on your child’s age and maturity level.  Inappropriate content includes 
information or images that upset your child, material that’s directed at 
adults, inaccurate information or information that might lead or tempt 
your child into unlawful or dangerous behaviour.  This could be:
•   Pornographic material
•   Content containing swearing
•   Sites that encourage vandalism, crime, terrorism, racism, eating 
     disorders, even suicide
•   Pictures, videos or games which show images of violence or cruelty to 
     other people or animals
•   Gambling sites
•   Unmoderated chat rooms – where there’s no one supervising the 
     conversation and barring unsuitable comments
•   Sexism or sites that portray females in very traditional roles that do not 
     reflect contemporary values and expectations
Age ratings and Age verifications – how do they work?
There are a number of ways that you can work out whether a piece of 
content is suitable for your child.  Many platforms use a type of rating 
to advise on the level of violence and explicit content that a piece of 
media contains.  In the UK, the British Board of Film Classification helps 
to regulate and classify the content of films shown in the cinema, but it is 
now also working on legislation to restrict access to online pornography 
by requiring commercial pornography websites to introduce age 
verification to keep out under 18s.  While this is being worked out, here 
are just some things you can watch out for to help you make an informed 
choice on whether an App, website or piece of content is suitable for 
your child.
What can you do to protect your children?
As soon as your child starts to use the internet you should begin to 
talk about what they might find there. Help them understand that 
sometimes they may come across things that they’d prefer not to see, 
or that you would prefer they didn’t see.  Try to have these conversations 
regularly.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

KS3 French - Lottie Langan, 7Kx
KS3 German - Amy Hields, 8JLi

KS4 French - Emma Pomfrett, 10Mc
KS4 German - Hamza Salman, 11BKi

KS4 Spanish - Kizzie Phillips, 9ACo

Science - Year 11 Period 6 
Science P6 revision continues every week until after the exams, 
please encourage your child to attend.  Students should check the 
rooming notice in Science for their course (Trilogy/Triple) and their 
tier of entry (F/H).  The schedule is as follows:

Explain age limits and age-inappropriate sites - Many sites have a 
minimum age limit of 13 – this includes websites like YouTube and 
Facebook.  Explain to your child that age limits are there to help 
protect them from unsuitable content.
Talk to other parents and the school - Ask other parents and your 
child’s school what sort of rules they’re following and what they 
recommend.
Agree ground rules  - Find out the kind of things your child likes to 
do online and agree which websites and Apps are the best for them 
to use.  These should include the search engines they use to find 
information.  You can switch on Google SafeSearch and set YouTube 
safe mode to make sure they see age-appropriate results. 
Be calm and reassuring - Let your child know they can talk to you or 
a trusted adult if they come across anything that upsets them online.
Age verification on commercial porn sites - The Government is set 
to apply a new age verification regime for commercial pornographic 
sites at the end of 2018 to keep children safe online.  It will require 
users to provide credit card details to verify that they are 18 years old 
or over.
Encourage critical thinking - Help them think about why they like 
doing certain activities online to start to build their critical thinking.
Talk about what is fake and what is real - Show them that not 
everything they see online is true and to check other sources if 
something appears ‘too good to be true’.
Further helpful support can be found on: https://www.
internetmatters.org/advice/14plus/ 
If you have any concerns about your child’s e-safety, please contact 
either Mr Williams (Assistant Head: Pastoral Care) or Gaynor Stainsby 
(Safeguarding Officer) .
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select two 
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students 
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will receive a 
weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Esme Pounder, 7Kx -  For an exceptional design homework in Textiles.  
Well done!  Mrs Edmondson
Freya Riddell, 7Hf - For her superb organisation with homework this 
term.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson
Erin Norris, 8ALa - For being wonderful in form time and having an 
excellent attitude towards homework.  Well done!  Mr Arthur
Amelia Ripley, 8SRo - For being consistently hard-working and 
showing an excellent attitude to reading in school.  Well done!  Mr 
Arthur
Adam Peters, 9Kd - Adam is an invaluable help and makes an 
outstanding contribution to the Archbishop Holgate’s School 
orchestra every Wednesday after school.  Thank you Adam and well 
done.  Mrs Avey

Eleanor Hyde, 9Wd - Eleanor not only produced some excellent 
work in her recent gymnastics lesson, she was extremely helpful 
when assisting in putting equipment away.  Thank you and well 
done.  Mrs Avey 
Holly Allinson, 10Mc - Holly attended period 6 Music on Tuesday of 
her own accord to work on her composition, which we have only 
just started in lessons.  This is above and beyond Holly, well done.  
Mrs Lancaster and Mr Wiles
Zuha Naveed, 12La - For consistently living the school values and 
having a positive and dedicated attitude.  Miss Kincell 
Felix Collier, 12Gl - For improvements made for psychology.  Well 
done!  Miss Kincell
Erin Snowden, 13Yg - Excellent work ethic and excellent recent 
external examination results.  Great role model!  Ms De Lashley

Year 11 Rewards
Another great week for Year 11.  Well done!  Below are the winners for this week:

 Kayleigh Gayles, 11Bs (Values) Dec Racher, 11Pi  Samantha Atkinson, 11MHo Josh Morritt, 11Hu
 Helen Seavers, 11Ha  Amelia Barber, 11Gs Alex Kemp, 11Bs   Harriet Watkins, 11Br
     Dylan Bloomfield, BKi Rowan Wenyon, 11Dd

Year 12 Key dates
Fri 3 May - BTEC Summer Exams
w/c 1 Jul (two weeks) - Summer Mock Exams
w/c 15 Jul - WEX
Thu 15 Aug - Results Day (internal and external assessments)

Year 13 Key Dates
Fri 3 May - BTEC Summer Exams
Thu 16 May - Year 13 Leavers’ Celebration Evening
Fri 17 May - A Level Stand down
w/c 20 May - A Level Summer Exams
Fri 28 Jun - Prom
Thu 15 Aug - Results Day

Year 13 A Level stand down
The official stand down for our A Level subjects is Friday 17 May, 
this is in advance of the A Level exams commencing 20 May.  We 
will still have lessons for BTEC subjects until all coursework has been 
completed.  Students will be stood down on an individual basis, but 
study leave will be granted where applicable.  Please get in touch if 
you have any queries.

Magistrates Court Trip
Year 13 Applied Law students visited York Magistrates Court to 
experience the Law in action.  After a brief introduction and tour 
of the courts, students had the opportunity to quiz a Magistrate 
about their role and place within the legal system.  They were also 
fortunate to sit in on a morning court session, observing a diverse 
number of cases and outcomes.  The opportunity to see our study 
of law in practice was extremely worthwhile bringing the past two 
years’ study to life!Leavers’ Prom

The Sixth Form Leavers’ Prom will take place on Friday 28 June at 
Hilton, York, 7.00–11.30pm.  Tickets for the Ball are £40 (to include 
a drinks reception, three course meal, DJ entertainment and Photo 
Booth).   The deadline for payment is Friday 5 April via Wisepay, by 
cash or cheque (payable to ‘Archbishop Holgate’s School’) to Sixth 
Form Reception.

Leavers’ Assembly
Both students and their families are invited to the Leavers’ Assembly 
on Thursday 16 May, 7.00-8.00pm, in the Main Hall.  There will be a 
short celebratory service led by Rev Paul Deo followed by an assembly 
with Ms De Lashley and the Year 13 Form Tutor Team.  Afterwards 
there will be cheese, wine and a range a sweet treats available. Your 
attendance to both parts of the evening would make the event a 
special way to mark the end of the two year period.

Rewards and Recognition
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 OF THE WEEK

Maths Revision Guide
The Maths department is offering the CGP 
Workbook for only £2.50.  This is a fantastic revision 
resource as it has hundreds of exam questions 
divided up into topics.  Students can be assured 

that they fully 
understand a skill 
by completing all 
the questions in the 
workbook.  They 
can be purchased 
from the Sixth Form 
Reception and are 
available in Higher 
and Foundation 
versions.

Visit to Pocklington Buddhist Centre
Last week a group of students from Year 8 visited the centre to discover more about the 
religion of Buddhism.  Here’s a student’s account from their visit...
The trip to the Pocklington Buddhist Centre was a really unique experience for me 
and definitely recommend for anyone of any age to go and experience the peaceful 
atmosphere there.
When we arrived, I was greeted by a gloriously decorated temple and a beautiful 
reception.  We were asked to take our shoes off before going into the meditation room 
and sat on cushions on the floor.
I enjoyed meditation because it helped me calm down and relax.  It 
was really what I needed in the middle of a busy week. 
We learnt about the nature of Buddhism and the lifestyle of a 
normal Buddhist.  This trip helped me connect with Buddhism 
and I was very immersed the whole way through.
I know for a fact that I will remember what I learnt for a long time 
because the serenity I felt during meditation is not a feeling to easily 
forget.  I want everyone to know how welcome and open the 
Buddhists are so we can all experience the beauty of Buddhism.

Outline:  Give a general description or plan showing the 
essential features of something, but not the detail; provide a 
brief account of relevant information; just give the main points, 
not the details.

Below is an overview of student voice for KS4.  Over 40 students took part in discussions and were able to articulate a range of thoughtful  
suggestions and next steps for the council.
Students were asked to discuss positives within the school.  There was a wide range of ideas given and this showed the extremely positive 
attitude students have to their school and the teaching that takes place. 
•   Students talked about all the different opportunities they have been given:  extra subjects such as Latin and astronomy; the commitment 
of teachers to run expeditions such as DofE and big trips; the chances to travel; the variety of trips, including the reward and academic trips.
•   Students were very pleased with the extra help given by teachers beyond lessons.  Students liked the fact that Homework Club and Period 
6 sessions were held weekly to provide extra support.
•   The commitment to wider projects such as the “Red Box Project” and local organisations such as York LGBT group.
•   Students also praised the consistently high quality resources given to them, particularly Year 11 and the revision resources.  One student 
claimed they “should be published and were better than the ones you buy!”
•   Students also talked about how the school constantly tries to develop and improve, and noted the change to some toilet facilities to 
support gender fluid students.
•   Several teachers were named and it was really pleasing to hear about all the positive relationships students form with teachers.  In particular, 
Year 11 students talked, in depth, about how much their teachers cared about them.
•   The range of people available.  Students appreciate the vast range of pastoral staff who can sort out often serious issues quickly.
However, there are always things we can do to improve and develop:
•   Students would like to see more recycling bins in the Year 9 and 10 social areas.
•   Lots of students talked about how the school could be more environmentally friendly.  Lots of students asked for the removal of single use 
plastic in the canteen.
•   Some students discussed the desire to have access to all sports, despite their gender.
•   Students would also like to see more vegan choices.
Students were really keen to talk about lessons they loved.  The following comments were made about subjects:
•   English - “I really like how English gradually builds upon each skill and they constantly provide resources to help you revise.  Nothing is a 
surprise.”
•   Guidance -  “We raise a lot of issues in Guidance and PSHE related to teenager issues or issues in the bigger world.”
•   Textiles -  “I have been introduced to so many things I would have never thought of doing.  Textiles is really fun and I look forward to it every 
week”. 

@AHSSixth_Form:  Sixth Formers have 
set up a #ClimateChange Group and 
have been brainstorming ideas as to 
how to make the school more eco-
friendly.
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RESULTS
Netball:
Y10 v Mount  W17-11
Y9 v Mount  W27-10

Football:
Y11 v Queen Ethelburga’s W3-0
Y9 Girls’ v Thirsk  W3-0

Netball
Our Year 9 and 10 students were on 
winning form this week.  The Year 
10s won their match 17-11 points 
and our Year 9s (who were playing 
against a year 10 side) won 27-10.  
Everyone played amazingly well 
with compassion and team spirit 
throughout.  Long may the winning 
streak continue ladies! 

Football
The Year 11 Football team were away at Queen Ethelburga’s School in the North Yorkshire 
County Cup Semi Final.  The team started very strongly and had great shape working a 
compact 4-4-2 formation with a high intensity press.  The QE team struggled with our 
pressure as well as the strong winds.  Dec Racher opened the scoring with a neat finish and 

soon after, managed to put away a 
wonderful strike from the left hand 
side of the box.  Minutes later Dec 
produced another well timed finish for 
his hatrick.  Just before half time, Dan 
Barker received medical treatment 
after a collision with several players.  
After a long stoppage it was decided 
the game would continue with 30 
minutes added time.  The winds had 
really picked up at this point and 

it meant that the team had to soak up a lot of pressure, but managed to hold on for a 3-0 
victory and go on to the final.  Player of the match goes to Dec Racher for his superb finishing 
and hatrick and our well wishes go to Dan Barker who we hope makes a speedy recovery.

Football
A massive and hearty 
congratulations to the U14 girls’ 
team for achieving a 3-0 victory 
over Thirsk in the County Cup 
Semi Finals this week and leading 
Archbishop Holgate’s into the 
Final.  Our goal scorers were Lottie 
Langan, Lillie Jordan and Mia 
Haendlmayer.  The team effort 
was absolutely superb!

Polite Reminder
We would like to remind parents to 
ensure that all PE kit is clearly labelled with 
students’ names on.  We have had several 
students who have lost their kit, but do not 
have their names on it.  Any kit that is found 
and is labelled is sent to reception to be 
returned to students.  Thank you.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8 Hockey (Sports Hall/Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8 Indoor Athletics (Sports Hall)
      -   Girls’ Basketball (Sports Hall)
      -   Open Dance (Studio)
      -   Y11 Exam PE  Coursework (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Girls’ Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y11 Exam PE P6 (Ma6)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   GCSE PE Moderation Preparation
           Badminton (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9/10 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Volleyball (Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8/9/10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7/8 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y11 Exam PE Coursework (Bs2)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)
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