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A05 Mastery Therapy 
 
Persuasive devices 
 
Read the persuasive article written about Facebook. 
 
In this article there are persuasive techniques such as: 
 

 The use of speech marks to indicate doubt (“friends”) 

 The use of repetition (e.g. “whom”) 

 The use of the same word used as a noun and a verb (e.g. “friend) 
 
Highlight and identify the persuasive devices.  
 
Add persuasive devices which make this article more effective. For example, the use of 
speech marks when describing “friends.” 
 
Next, annotate the text about social media at university and evaluate: 
 

 the effectiveness of the arguments 

 the effect of the persuasive devices and which devices are most effective 

 how the devices you have added make the article more effective 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why students should not be Facebook friends with everyone they meet 

Since Facebook and other social media networks have gained popularity, the 

word “friends” has evolved. Along with the traditional meaning, it has also 

started to mean people whom you get online updates and messages from, 

whom you inform about your recent activities, whom you get in touch with 

virtually, and so on. At the same time, a “friend” on Facebook can actually be 

a random person, a stranger whom you have seen only once or twice. People 

add new “friends” easily; this relates especially to students starting 

university for the first time and wanting to connect; they tend to “friend” 

everyone they meet. Some people see it as a positive sign, assuming that 

virtual friendship will help make studying more fun and simple. 

However, there are strong reasons behind a decision not to add fellow 

students as friends on Facebook or other social media platforms. 
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Descriptive writing 
 
Descriptive writing must be clear, effective and imaginative. You must also be able to write 

for different audiences, as well as varying your tone, style and register. To master 

descriptive writing your work must also be original and sophisticated. 

 

Read the opening of 1984 by George Orwell.   

How does Orwell master the art of descriptive writing? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What is unexpected in this opening? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

The most significant concern is privacy, and perhaps first year students are 

more vulnerable. Through Facebook and other social media platforms, other 

students might learn details which they are not supposed to learn yet, not 

without forming a meaningful connection beyond a quick exchange at a 

freshers’ gathering: information about intimate relationships, vacations, and 

pastimes. This does not mean that a student has no right to spend time the 

way he or she wants, and share information about it; it means that before 

doing this, they have to consider the possible effect and the consequences of 

such sharing.  Needless to say, instead of making early relationships between 

students easier, such exposure may make relationships more fragile, 

increasing the risk of harassment of different kinds. 

http://www.debate.org/opinions/should-teachers-and-students-be-friends-on-facebook
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1984 by George Orwell  

 

Chapter 1 

 

It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen. Winston Smith, his 

chin nuzzled into his breast in an effort to escape the vile wind, slipped quickly through the 

glass doors of Victory Mansions, though not quickly enough to prevent a swirl of gritty dust 

from entering along with him.  

 

The hallway smelt of boiled cabbage and old rag mats. At one end of it a coloured poster, 

too large for indoor display, had been tacked to the wall. It depicted simply an enormous 

face, more than a metre wide: the face of a man of about forty-five, with a heavy black 

moustache and ruggedly handsome features. Winston made for the stairs. It was no use 

trying the lift. Even at the best of times it was seldom working, and at present the electric 

current was cut off during daylight hours. It was part of the economy drive in preparation 

for Hate Week. The flat was seven flights up, and Winston, who was thirty-nine and had a 

varicose ulcer above his right ankle, went slowly, resting several times on the way. On each 

landing, opposite the lift-shaft, the poster with the enormous face gazed from the wall. It 

was one of those pictures which are so contrived that the eyes follow you about when you 

move. BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, the caption beneath it ran.  

 

Based on what you have understood in this therapy, create a list of things to include in 

persuasive and/or descriptive writing:  

 

1. ............................................................................................................ 

2. ............................................................................................................ 

3. ............................................................................................................ 

4. ............................................................................................................ 

5. ............................................................................................................ 

6. ............................................................................................................ 

7. ............................................................................................................ 

8. ............................................................................................................ 

9. ............................................................................................................ 

10. ............................................................................................................ 
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Experimenting with paragraph order can show that you have real control of your writing. 

Look at the following bullet points. Each one represents a paragraph of a story. They are in 

chronological order (order of when they happened). Imagine you are telling this story. 

Decide on three different orders you could put the paragraphs in. Don’t forget, you can 

repeat some paragraphs if you wish.  

 

A family have a 1st birthday celebration 

 

Cute description of the 1 year old birthday boy 

 

An earthquake hits 

 

There is panic as they all try to escape the collapsing house 

 

The birthday boy is trapped 

 

They all try to get him out 

 

The 1 year old dies 

 

His mother breaks down 

 

 

Consider the idea of telling a story out of the order in which it occurs or repeating some 

sections, write your own paragraph plan for a tragic story. Write the plan in two orders: 

chronological and the order that will make it seem most tragic. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Write the opening to your story, using the non-chronological paragraph plan. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Commissioned by The PiXL Club Ltd. 

 

 

This resource is strictly for the use of member schools for as long as they remain members of The PiXL Club. It may not be copied, sold, nor 

transferred to a third party or used by the school after membership ceases. Until such time it may be freely used within the member school. 

All opinions and contributions are those of the authors. The contents of this resource are not connected with, nor endorsed by, any other 

company, organisation or institution. PiXL Club Ltd endeavour to trace and contact copyright owners. If there are any inadvertent omissions 

or errors in the acknowledgements or usage, this is unintended and PiXL will remedy these on written notification.  

 


