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AO3 Secure Test: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives 

 
1) Read the texts below and highlight three ideas or perspectives the writers have 

presented about cleaning. 
 

2) You should then compare the ideas in your writing, using the sentence starters to 
help get you started. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Extract from Chapter 1 of Mrs Beeton’s Book of Household Management, 1861 
 
As with the commander of an army, or the leader of any enterprise, so is it with the 
mistress of a house. Her spirit will be seen through the whole establishment; and just in 
proportion as she performs her duties intelligently and thoroughly, so will her domestics 
follow in her path. Of all those acquirements, which more particularly belong to the 
feminine character, there are none which take a higher rank, in our estimation, than such 
as enter into a knowledge of household duties; for on these are perpetually dependent the 
happiness, comfort and well-being of a family. In this opinion we are borne out by the 
author of ‘The Vicar of Wakefield,’ who says: ‘The modest virgin, the prudent wife, and the 
careful matron, are much more serviceable in life than petticoated philosophers, 
blustering heroines, or virago queens. She who makes her husband and her children 
happy, who reclaims the one from vice and trains up the other to virtue, is a much greater 
character than ladies described in romances, whose whole occupation is to murder 
mankind with shafts from their quiver, or their eyes.  
 

… 
 
Early rising is one of the most essential qualities which enter into good Household 
Management, as it is not only the parent of health, but of innumerable other advantages. 
Indeed, when a mistress is an early riser, it is almost certain that her house will be orderly 
and well-managed. On the contrary, if she remain in bed till a late hour, then the 
domestics, who, as we have observed, invariably partake somewhat of their mistress’s 
character, will surely become sluggards. To self-indulgence all are more or less disposed, 
and it is not expected that servants are freer from this fault than the heads of houses. The 
great Lord Chatham thus gave his advice in reference to this subject: - ‘I would have 
inscribed on the curtains of your bed, and the walls of your chamber, “If you do not rise 
early, you can make progress in nothing.”’ 
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Extract from Evelyn Sharp’s The Rebel on the Hearth, 1924 
 
Spring-cleaning always seems to me a confession of failure. Obviously, if the 
house is dirty enough to require special cleaning in the spring, the implication is 
that it has not been kept clean in the preceding summer, autumn and winter, and 
to clean it with a flourish of dusters at one season is not to guarantee it will not 
need cleaning again during the other three. Indeed, spring-cleaning acts rather as 
a deterrent than otherwise. For weeks beforehand it seems hardly worth while to 
clean the house since it is going to be turned upside down shortly; and after the 
dreadful event is over to start cleaning it again is like going to church on Easter 
Monday or making a speech the day after a poll.  
 
There are so many rebels on the hearth in these emancipated days that an 
organized revolt against spring-cleaning ought to be easy to provoke. It should 
certainly be one of those so-called women’s movements that should have the 
hearty cooperation of all the men of the household, for the wail of the husband, 
father or brother is the recognized accompaniment to this yearly disaster. Spring-
cleaning is quite an important part of the traditional jest about women, but there 
is no reason why it should be an essential part, and if there still remain some 
mockers who would sooner suffer the inconvenience of spring-cleaning than lose 
one chance of laughing at the absurdities of women, they would largely be 
outnumbered by those in favour of abolition, and as everybody knows, the next 
best thing to defeating the enemy is to divide the enemy’s ranks.  
 

… 
 
Nothing is duller than to keep a house clean by removing a little dirt every day; it 
is as wearing to the spirit as it would be to sew one stitch – an impossible feat in 
any case – in order to save problematic nine. The house may be no cleaner after a 
week’s onslaught upon 51 weeks of accumulated dirt, than if the dirt had never 
been allowed to accumulate, but the difference between making a house clean 
and keeping it clean is the difference between having loved and lost and never 
having loved at all. Clearly if the spring-cleaner is ever to be converted from this 
annual orgy of domesticity, domesticity must be itself rendered more exciting and 
adventurous from day to day.  
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Comparison Paragraph 1:  
 

The first writer believes that… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
This is shown in the quote: 

‘……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………’ 

 
Similarly / Alternatively to this, the second writer believes that… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
This is shown in the quote: 

‘……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………’ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Now write your next comparison using your own words: 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Circle to show whether you are showing a 
similarity or a difference 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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