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Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 23 May 2019

27-31 May
Mon 3 Jun

Mon 10 Jun

Tue 11 Jun

Fri 19 Jul

Half Term
Students return
Germany trip Parents’ Information Evening, 
6.00pm, Main Hall
France trip Parents’ Information Evening, 
6.00pm, Main Hall
School finishes at 1.10pm

Upcoming Events

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been focussing 
on ‘History Makers’ inspired by the work of the charity Abaana which 
works with children in Uganda and the visit last week by the Abaana 
New Life Choir.  One of the quotes we have spent some time 
thinking about is:
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s 
those little bits of good put together that 
overwhelm the world.”  Desmond Tutu, former 
Archbishop of Cape Town
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Year 8 Germany Koblenz trip - There will be a Parents’ Information 
Evening on Monday 10 June, 6.00-7.00pm, in the Main Hall.  Letters will 
be given to students this week, it is important that parents attend this 
meeting to receive key information about the trip.  Mrs McHugh

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

I am pleased to inform families that the exam 
period has started well with students in Year 
11  and Sixth Form approaching this important 
period in a dedicated and determined manner.  
Thank you also to our committed staff who 
continue to lead additional revision sessions 
during the half term break.  Please contact the 

school if any additional support is required.

Year 9 Poetry Workshop with Local Poet
Last week some of our Year 9 students had the 
opportunity to attend a workshop on the craft of 
composing poetry with local poet, Tom Weir.  Tom 
recently published his second book of poems, 
Ruin, and read to the students from this and 
previous collections.
Our students also had the opportunity to draft 
their own poems on a variety of topics, with a 
view to editing and developing these at home.  
All those who attended are invited to submit their 
poems to Ms Metcalf who will pass them on to 
Tom for feedback and encouragement.

 Day Trippin’  by Tom Weir
I’d ride horses if they’d let me – Will Oldham
 We talked all morning about the horse
 that, if we’re honest, none of us actually knew existed
 but it seemed worth it just to get you into the car,
 to stop shouting.  We mentioned it so often
 you began to repeat it from your child-seat
 like a mantra, and you’ll never know the relief,
 having arrived and not been able to see a stable,
 having stalled you with an ice-cream which you wore
 like a glove as it melted over your hand,
 of finding the woman who showed us where
 the horse rides took place, where you waited
 so quietly in line, where I stood and watched
 as you approached the man with a five pound note
 scrunched up in your tiny hand.  You spent
 the rest of the day repeating the words too little
 like a radio breaking bad news every hour on the hour.
 We took you down to the lake and watched
 you throw stones at the water, watched clouds fall apart
 and mend as rowing boats left the harbour and you
 sat still, refusing to join another queue.

Diversity Afternoon Tea Reminder
A reminder to parents and carers of our EAL/SEND students that you 
are invited to a Diversity Afternoon Tea on Wednesday 5 June, 3.30-
–5.30pm in the school Library.  All family members are welcome.  We 
look forward to meeting parents, grandparents and family friends for 
tea and cake.  See attached poster for details.
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Ramadan
If any student will be fasting for Ramadan, we ask that parents 
contact the school to inform us and that they also look at the school’s 
Ramadan policy on our website.

Form 
Group

Total 
quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this 

week
Quizzer of the week

Top 
quizzing 
Form this 

week

7Bl 157 2 Kilian Feehan

7Bm 168 11 Arya Dorjee Well done!

7CBr 83 3 Callum West

7Cm 61 2 Sofia Micheli

7Cy 71 - -

7Gr 187 4 Ben Riley

7Hf 144 - -

7Hv 131 1 Lottie Hardy

7Kx 136 4 Samuel Guarino

7Mr 153 3 Lily Storey

7NTh 248 9 Henry Bate

Accelerated Reader
Top Quizzers of the Week
Year 7 Top Form:  Excellent effort from Miss Balmer’s 
form this week.

Class
Total 

quizzes 
taken

Quizzes 
this 

week
Quizzer of the week

Top 
quizzing 
class  this 

week

8a1 178 8 George Edwards

8a2 81 8 Zach Hindle

8a3 97 1 Ethan Dowzer

8b1 14 - -

8c1 119 - -

8c2 47 1 Olivia Wong

8c3 55 6 Amy Halsey

8d1 37 9 Leona Harvey Well done!

8d2 47 1 Finlay Cole

8d3 39 7 Lewis Blythe

8d4 36 - -

Year 8 Top Class:  Fab effort from Ms Metcalf’s class this week.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for 
all their hard work:

KS3 French - Zoe Cardy, 7Kx
KS3 German - Jack Argent, 8SRo
KS4 French - Adam Peters, 9Kd
KS4 German - Tia Hardy, 9Dn

KS4 Spanish - Emy May O’Donovan, 9Wd

Allotment Update
Many thanks to Dean’s Garden Centre for their kind 
donation of £25 worth of plants for our allotment.  We will 
be using their gift to purchase raspberry plants and hope 
for a bumper crop this year.  We have a new spot ready for 
them so they’ll be more successful this time! 

Duke of Edinburgh Award
This year’s DofE bronze participants spent 
the weekend walking, navigating and 
camping in the Howardian Hills.  Once 
again, we partnered with the Vale of 

York Academy for the expedition and everybody 
involved had a great time.  Crucially, nobody got 
too lost….!
The students have time to reflect on this practice 
before they do it all over again on 15 June when it is their assessment 
expedition.
Thank you to all the staff involved and to parents for their support.

The Archbishop of York Youth Trust

Well done to Year 9 who are all working exceptionally hard on the Action 
module of their Young Leaders Award.  We have seen charity car washes, 
bake sales and new displays for classrooms to name a few pieces of 
volunteering.  If your child is in Year 9 please continue to support their 
hard work by signing off documentation in their booklets or planners.  
Keep your eyes peeled for our community event next half term! 

York Independent State School Partnership 
As part of our ongoing work with the York ISSP 
we are pleased to highlight a great opportunity.   
The final ISSP lecture of this academic year will 
take place for Year 7 and 8 students and is a talk 
from Rachael Maskell MP entitled “Why politics 
matters, and why we need you to get involved”.  The one hour lecture will 
take place on Thursday 6 June, from 7.00-8.00pm at the University of York.  
More details can be found in the attached ISSP invitation. 
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Year 13 Key Dates
BTEC & A Level Summer Exams
Fri 28 Jun - Prom
Thu 15 Aug - Results Day

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Year 12 Key dates
BTEC Summer Exams
w/c 1 Jul (two weeks) - Summer Mock Exams
w/c 15 Jul - WEX
Thu 15 Aug - Results Day (internal and external assessments)

Year 13 UCAS Key Dates
8 Jun - If you receive all your university/college decisions by 
2 May you must reply to any offers by this date or they will 
be declined.
21 Jun - If you receive all your university/college decisions 
by 8 Jun you must reply to any offers by this date or they 
will be declined.

End of Year Assessments
Firstly, we would like to congratulate our Year 7 students who 
have demonstrated a high level of commitment to the End of 
Year Assessment process.  They fully engaged with the Study Skills 
support sessions in Form Time and worked hard in their revision 
lessons.  The vast majority of students also completed their 
revision-based homework to an excellent standard.  Well done 
year 7!
From this, I would like to remind you why we conduct the end 
of year assessments every year.  We believe assessment is a very 
normal and crucial aspect of teaching and learning.  It is also a 
key feature of life, not just in school, but much later on in any job, 
vocation or life challenge.  It is also the case that Government 
GCSE and A Level reforms have made formal assessment more 
demanding than ever before.  By formalising an end of year 
assessment process in each year group, we intend to nurture the 
study skills and general habits needed to be successful in these 
qualifications. 
Learning how to deal with assessment takes time and needs to 
be learnt through experience.  Over the course of each year, but 
specifically in the build up to the End of Year Assessments, each 
student will be taught slightly different skills and strategies, linked 
to the development of good study habits as they move up each

year.  For example, rather than teaching revision strategies to year 
7, we help with the completion of homework linked to assessment 
preparation in each subject and nurture organisational skills as 
well as looking at good study habits for school.  In Year 8, we build 
on this, and help students set personal targets to take into Year 9 
and begin to look at just one revision strategy.  Despite learning 
about revision in Year 8, there is no expectation that independent 
revision should happen for each assessment by every student.  
The only work Year 8 students need to do before each assessment 
is their homework which will support and prepare them.  In Year 9, 
we review another revision strategy, consider future life plans and 
aspirations as well as conducting a review on how the first year of 
GCSEs went.  As this is the first year of the GCSE course, we would 
expect students to conduct some of their own independent 
revision ahead of an assessment.  We would encourage this to 
happen for a small sample of subjects where your child might 
feel that some additional work would help them prepare for their 
assessment. 
Overall, we aim to ensure your child feels valued, cared for, and 
well prepared for any assessment by seeing it as a normal and 
manageable aspect of life.

Year 12 Enrichment Day
Year 12 have started the process for progression beyond Sixth Form.  
Over 85% of our students progress to Higher Education each year and 
therefore we have a structured programme to support the application 
process.  There are set deadlines in place for those applying to university 
and students have to apply via their school.  Of course, not all students will 
choose to go onto Higher Education and we are proud of the growing 
number of students year on year that decide to apply for Higher Level and 
Degree Apprenticeships.  There is no specific deadline for apprenticeships 
as these become available as and when organisations are recruiting.  There 
is usually a surge of adverts that come out from Easter each academic 
year so that students leaving Year 13 have apprenticeships secure for 
when they finish their final exams.  We offer support with CV and Letter 
of Application writing as well as interview skills, we always advertise 
apprenticeship schemes and vacancies when we are notified, but if 
students are interested in this route there is a level of autonomy expected 
to source a vacancy and apply.  Apprenticeships are very competitive and 
to secure one independence, drive and further interests are a must on 
top of strong Level 3 qualifications.  Should you wish to speak to anyone 
regarding the choices your son/daughter has after Sixth Form please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch.  There is an Introduction to UCAS Evening 
for all Year 12 parents hosted at the end of next month to answer any 
questions relating to Universities, applying to them, and funding whilst 
there.  Further information will follow regarding this event.
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OF THE WEEK

Visit of the Abaana New Life Choir
Recently our school community was delighted to welcome the Abaana New Life Choir to spend 
some time with us.  Their visit proved to be a highlight of the year for many people at Archbishop 
Holgate’s.  Abaana is a Christian based charity which invests in Children in Africa, helping them to 
break the chains of poverty, through education.  Most of their projects are in Uganda, working in 13 
locations supporting the children and parents in those communities.  They have been able to build 
13 schools, support churches and sponsor over 1,300 children as well as working with children on 
the streets and other projects.  Abaana has raised over £1,000,000 to help build schools, medical 
projects, water pumps and support many children in need.

Richard Nihill, School Chaplain said: “It has been a privilege to work closely with the New Life Choir and organise their programme.  Welcoming 
them into our community has had an enriching effect on all the students and staff who have encountered them in a variety of ways.  Abaana’s 
vision of Justice and Compassion for the children of Uganda sits very well with our own school values.”  A member of school staff who hosted 
children from the choir said: “It was a very moving experience that has had a lasting effect on both my family and myself.  I was really taken by 
the strength of their faith in God, and their firm belief that He would provide for them, and the way that Abaana live out the Gospel in their 
daily work.”

After a short sleep and then an evening meal it was soon time for the main evening 
performance.  The audience was comprised of several hundred students, parents and 
friends of the school.  The evening started with two musical pieces by our own school 
choirs.  This was then followed by a truly uplifting concert filled with beautiful singing, 
energetic dancing and very moving videos which spoke about the life-changing impact 
of Abaana’s work.  A huge £1497 was donated at the concert, and this will be boosted by 
an extra £260 in Gift Aid.  The charity also sold several hundred pounds of merchandise 
and obtained 12 new Child sponsors who have made an ongoing financial commitment 
to the work of Abaana.

The children arrived on Tuesday afternoon and then went home with school staff, 
who along with their families were going to host them for the next two nights.  This 
was a really enriching experience for all involved and has led many of them to decide 
to become Sponsors for the future education of some of the individual children.  The 
following day the children had a busy and varied programme in school.  The day 
started with two technology lessons.  This involved creating a delicious couscous dish 
and making wooden pencil holders.  In both cases they were ably assisted by our 
Sixth Form Student Leaders.  Later in the day the children performed three energetic 
concerts for Years 7, 8 and 9.  Our students were amazed at the Ugandan children’s 
energy and skill and were shocked to learn from the video presentation about the 
difficult backgrounds that they come from.  At lunchtime the Student Leaders were 
again excellent hosts to the children; playing games with them on the school field.

For the last few months twenty children and their chaperones have been touring Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland.  The purpose of this has been to raise funds for the ongoing 
work of Abaana; especially in terms of education and work with orphaned street children.  
The tour has also had the added benefit of raising awareness about their work too.  
Archbishop Holgate’s was the only concert and host venue in York, and the only school to 
host the choir throughout the entire tour.

Identify:  Learners indicate the main features or purpose of 
something by recognising it and/or being able to discern and 
understand facts or qualities.  Establish or indicate who or what 
(someone or something) is.

@AHSChaplaincy:  Buzz of 
excitement awaiting the start 
of the @AHSSixth_Form Year 
13 Leaver's Celebration. @
AHSYork @DioceseOfYork
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Boggle Hole Residential
Last Friday, 52 Year 11 students went to Boggle Hole along with 9 members of staff from English, Maths 
and Science, alongside Mr Daly and other members of the Senior Leadership Team, to do some intensive 
revision and preparation for this week’s exams.  It was a really productive weekend where students were 
able to work hard in a really beautiful environment.  Students rotated around taught revision sessions for 
English Literature, Maths and Science whilst having the opportunity to do some very important revision 
independently.  Students loved the opportunity to work in the welcoming Boggle Hole café, sipping 
coffee and eating cake by the wood burning stove whilst producing flash cards, mind-maps and practice 
answers; it truly was a conducive environment for revision.  Students also had the opportunity to relax 
and spend time with friends.  After over two hours work on a Friday night (after an already exhausting day of exams and revision), staff and 
students headed to the rugged coastline for a walk on the beach.  Students enjoyed the chance to run off some energy, many paddled and 
some brave souls even had a little swim!  After a good night’s sleep and a full English breakfast, we commenced a whole day of revision on the 
Saturday before returning to school late in the afternoon.  Both staff and students commented on how pleasurable the weekend had been.

Year 11 student feedback: 
“This is just what I needed.  Someone to make me revise and I feel better now there’s someone here to help me if I get stuck.”
“I’m really grateful to the teachers for doing this.  I know they care and it has made such a difference.  I don’t have anywhere at home where I 
can get work done, so I often just don’t bother.  I feel really confident now.”

Staff Feedback:
“It was great to see so many students working so hard after an already difficult week.  So many students find they have nowhere to work at 
home and are unsure how to get started on revision.  By doing this weekend, we are able to help students learn how to revise and model 
good revision habits.  It gets better every year!”  Mr Williams 
“As ever, this was a fantastic experience for students.  All the students who attended got loads out of the weekend and it was lovely to be able 
to spend time with them during such a busy exam season.  If there is ever anything we can do to support a student, we will try to do it and this 
weekend was a perfect example of this.”  Mr Daly

Year 9 – The Big Deal Competition
Business & Enterprise students welcomed staff into school from 
Costcutter last week to discuss their Big Deal Competition idea.  The 
staff, including ex-Archbishop Holgate’s School student, Phoebe 
Fenwick, gave fantastic insight and offered valuable assistance as the 
team developed their idea further.  The competition final will be held 
at York University on 16 June – we will let you know how our three 
AHS teams get on.

Head of Year 9
As we come to the end of this very short half term I want to not only 
wish our  year group a happy holiday, but to congratulate them on 
their success in the last 4 weeks.  Our boys’ football team, as you know 
are now both York and District Champions and Yorkshire County 
Cup winners.  Well done to all who took part at whatever stage and 
a big thank you and congratulations to Mr Wood, Manager.  We  
have been super impressed and in awe by the way a huge number 
of Year 9 students have responded to the volunteering aspect of the 
Archbishop’s Young Leaders Award.  The inventiveness, maturity, 
independence, organisational skills, positivity and sheer hard work 
that has been applied has been brilliant.  We are so proud of them – we 
are especially grateful to Kizzie and Teigan for the elbow grease they 
applied cleaning our filthy cars.  So, well done Year 9s, have a good half 
term.  Mrs Avey and Mrs Mennell
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Open Tennis (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y7 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Open Rounders (Fields)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8 Cricket (Tennis Courts/Gym)
      -   Y11 GCSE revision (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y11 P6 (Ma6)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Open Tennis (Tennis Courts)
      -   Open Boccia (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Volleyball (Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y9/10 Cricket (Tennis Courts/Gym)
      -   Y11 GCSE revision (Bs2)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00)
      -   Open Athletics
      FIXTURES (3.15pm) tbc

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Girls’ Active (invite only) (Gym)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)

RESULTS
Rounders:
Y9 v Jo Ro & Fulford  W1   L3
Y7 v Bootham  W1   L1
Y9 A&B Tournament  1st - Joint 1st
   2nd - 9th place
Cricket:
Y8 v All Saints  W by 5 wickets

FIXTURES
Football:
Y11 v Huntington (County Cup Final)                           tbc
Y9 Girls v St John Fisher (County Cup Final)         tbc

Cricket
The Year 8’s had their first cricket match of the season against All Saints on 
Thursday.  All Saints went in to bat first and the Archies bowlers managed 
to restrict them to 45.  A mixture of pace, swing and spin bowling proved 
too much for the All Saints batters to set a big score.  Due to the strong 
fielding and bowling performance the Archbishop’s batting line up were 
able to comfortably knock off the runs with 2 overs to spare.  It was a 
strong team performance, but player of the match goes to Tom Reed for 
his confident knock and important wickets.

Rounders
Year 7 had their first rounders match against 
Bootham this week.  All the girls played 
amazing and came home with a win of 18.5 
to 10 and a narrow loss of 12 to 14.  Well 
done to everyone who took part.

Year 9 also had their first rounders fixture 
of the summer this week playing against 
Fulford and Jo Ro.  All the games were 
closely contested.  AHS came away with 3 
losses and 1 win.  Looking forward to a great 
season.  Star players of the games were 
Lillie Jordan for her tactical play and Isobelle 
Fisher hitting 3 rounders when she was the 
last batter in play.  Well done to all the ladies 
that took part.

Rounders
The Year 9 rounders teams were on 
top form this week playing in their 
tournament! Joint first with All Saints for 
one of the teams in a nail biting final game 
where they went to 3 tie breaks and it was 
still undecided!  The second team had 5 
very close games, but were unfortunate 
and not able to produce the win finishing 
in 9th overall!  Everyone showed excellent 
compassion, resilience and passion for the 
game!  Well done to all the ladies that took 
part!
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