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Food for Thought
This week during our extended Collective Worship form groups have 
been thinking about ‘Travel’.  Many of our school community are 
currently visiting France, Germany, Naples and on pilgrimage to Taize 
with the Archbishop of York.  This week’s quotes have been focussing 
on British Values:
“Kind words are like honey.  Sweet to the soul 
and healthy for the body.”  Proverbs 16:24 The 
Bible
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the summer break, I’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank all our staff and 
students for their considerable efforts during 
the course of the year.  I look forward to the final 
assemblies tomorrow marking the end of our 
fantastic Enrichment Week and the opportunity 
to reflect with each year group on the things 

they have achieved this year.
I am pleased to also include a copy of our first Trust Newsletter, ‘MAT 
News’, which includes updates and articles from around the Pathfinder 
MAT.

I would also like to congratulate the nine primary schools in the 
Pathfinder family on the excellent SATs outcomes achieved this year.  
As a MAT, our results are extremely strong for both attainment and 
progress.
I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer break.

Staff Farewells
As ever at this time of year we say goodbye to valued colleagues who, 
for various reasons, are leaving the school.  Whilst these members of 
staff will be missed we also feel excited about the calibre of new staff 
joining the school in September.  A special mention must go to those 
colleagues who have served the school so well and we wish them all 
the very best for the future: Mrs Adamson, Mrs Atthews, Mr Brown, 
Miss Jackson, Miss Kady, Mr Lee, Mr Wiles, Mr Conway, Mrs Redpath 
and Miss Stead.

Enrichment Week – July 2019
Please look at our Twitter feed ‘@AHSYork’ to see 
videos and photo stories of the week.
As I write, we are in the middle of the school’s new 
Enrichment Week.  Years 7-10 are all taking part in 
a huge range of activities involving trips abroad, 
reward trips to theme parks, whole days of sport 
and curriculum enrichment days.
The foreign trips are going well with students 
enjoying the delights of Naples, Paris, Koblenz and 
Taize involving boats trips on the Rhine; fun at the 
Phantasialand theme park; visiting the Arc de Triomphe and Eiffel Tower; 
photos with Mickey Mouse at Disneyland, Paris; taking in beautiful 
views in Naples; making pizzas; spending time with John Sentamu and 
time in worship with the Brothers at Taize.
Trips here have also had some amazing weather to take in the thrill and 
spills of Lightwater Valley, Flamingoland and Alton Towers.  We have also 
had a group of students from across the year groups visit the Netball 
World Cup in Manchester to cheer England on and take a number of 
selfies with teams from around the world.
Meanwhile, back in school, students have enjoyed enrichment activities 
from almost every part of their school curriculum and the wider world.  
SantanderUK and Aviva have been in school to talk to Year 9 about 
how to use their money wisely with some time talking about student 
finances, credit cards and loans.  A whole raft of external speakers from 
universities and organisations were in school for the inaugural AHS 
Social Sciences Conference, where Year 10 heard about how Facebook 
manipulate data to keep you happy and how some people end up 
with social media pages for their pets.  Shakespeare has been on the 
agenda for Year 8 with a visit to the Rose Theatre, while others spent 
time with the Riding Lights Theatre Group in school.  A theatre day for 
Year 7 involved how to walk like zombies and building stage sets for a 
haunted house.  Year 10 spent yesterday with the Science and Maths 
teams building bridges and looking at the skills to be a good engineer. 
And at this moment year 7 students are learning about and acting out 
the skills of the suffragettes, while Year 9 have a day learning about 
space by dropping eggs down the stairwells!
Around this whole series of activities, we have had the most wide 
ranging programmes of sport that we have ever had in school.  Four 
days of sport, one for each year group, have involved athletes, frisbee 
experts, rugby coaches, footballers and Olympians from all over York 
and the local area.  We must thank all the sports people who have come 
in from clubs and societies to spend time with our students who have 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
We have one day left where we mix the year groups up and students 
have made their own choices from a range of approximately 70 
activities from all areas.
It has been a great last week to the school year and all the staff appreciate 
the way students have thrown themselves into all the activities on offer.  
We hope they will have a good rest over the summer, but also put some 
of their new skills to use.
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Fri 19 Jul
Thu Aug
Thu Aug

September
Mon 2 Sept
Tue 3 Sept

School finishes at 1.10pm
Post-16 Results Day
GCSE Results Day
New school uniform  for Year 9
Training Day (School closed to students)
First day of term

Upcoming Events

This Week’s 
Main School News

Start of Term - Tuesday 3 September
Students return on Tuesday 3 September.  In order to ensure a smooth 
start (and to help Year 7 settle in) we will have a staggered start on this 
day:
     •     8.45am - Year 7 to the Main Hall
  - Year 12 to the Sixth Form Library
  - Year 13 to Form Rooms
     •     9.30am - Year 8 to Form Rooms
  - Year 9 to Form Rooms
  - Year 10 to Form Rooms
  - Year 11 to Form Rooms
Buses will be running at the normal time; provision will be made in the 
Year 9/10 common area for students who are starting later.

Year 12 trip to Boggle Hole
Mr Evans, Ms Gray and Mr Stone took thirteen Year 12 Biology students 
to Boggle Hole on the annual field trip.  The weather was good, the 
food tasty and the company delightful.  During this time we were able 
to explore and experience the many ecological techniques scientists 
use to study and assess biodiversity in various habitats.  This never fails 
to impress and during the various techniques we were able to see 
grey seals and their pups, various species of butterfly and moths and 
a few orchids.  A sand sculpture competition took place and was won 
by Bryn and his Welsh Dragon.  A new activity was introduced this year 
and we found ourselves one evening ‘drawing’ a sea scene at Robin 
Hood’s Bay.  This was won by Erika, but Mr Evans was a little unhappy 
as he thought his submission was far better.  Our final activity of the 
Boggle Hole trip was to visit Bempton Cliffs RSPB Reserve where we 
saw puffins, gannets, kittiwakes, guillemots and razorbills.  As always, 
Boggle Hole was a great experience and it is booked again for next 
year.

Key Dates for 2019/20
•   Mon 2 Sept – School closed for Training Day
•   Tue 3 Sept – Students return
•   Thu 3 Oct – School closed for Training Day and Open Evening
•   Thu 10 Oct – Speech Night
•    Wed 16 Oct – Year 7 Form Tutor Information Evening
•   Fri 25 Oct – Half term starts at 3.10pm
•   Mon 4 Nov – Students return
•   Mon 4 Nov – Sixth Form Open Evening
•   Wed 4 Dec – Year 9 Parents’ Evening
•   Wed 11 Dec – Minster Carol Service
•   Fri 20 Dec – Christmas Holidays start at 2.10pm
•   Mon 6 Jan – School closed for Training Day
•   Tue 7 Jan - Students return
•   Wed 22 Jan – Year 11 Parents’ Evening
•   Wed 29 Jan – Year 13 Parents’ Evening
•   Wed 5 Feb – Year 8 Options Evening
•   Wed 12 Feb – Year 8 Parents’ Evening
•   Fri 14 Feb – Half term starts at 3.10pm
•   Mon 24 Feb – Students return
•   Wed 11 Mar – Year 12 Parents’ Evening
•   Wed 18 Mar – Year 7 Parents’ Evening
•   Wed 1 Apr - Year 11 Parents’ Evening
•   Fri 3 Apr - School closed for Training Day and start of Easter Holidays
•   Mon 20 Apr – Students return
•   Wed 29 Apr – Year 10 Parents’ Evening
•   Fri 22 May – Half term starts at 3.10pm
•   Mon 1 Jun – Students return
•   Fri 17 Jul – Summer holidays start at 1.10pm

Bright Sparks
Thank you to all the Year 7 students who 
have contributed to the Bright Sparks 
Learning Challenges this year; the quality 
of the entries has again been stunning.  Students in Year 7 are invited 
to complete up to 3 challenges, with the winner receiving a £10 
voucher and a meeting to discuss their challenges with Mr Daly.  The 
final awards of this year go to Antonia Geldard (7Hf) for her excellent 
appraisal of The Avengers Films and to Betsy Greenway, Anna Tarn 
and Sophia Matravers (all from 7Gr) for their collective challenges on 
The Summer Holidays, The Twilight Book Review and What to Spend 
£100 on if we had it.  Well done everyone!!  We hope our young people 
have enjoyed the challenge of learning in a different way and the 
freedom to structure their work however they choose.  

Keeping Safe during Summer
The following websites have information and guidance on water 
safety during the summer holidays (from North Yorkshire Fire and 
Rescue Service, Yorkshire Water and the RNLI).
Water Safety: www.northyorksfire.gov.uk/communitysafety/
outdoors/water-safety
#coldwaterkills:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ile-FwNEafk
#FloatToLive: www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OBCFEEZe1U
In this current hot weather people are often tempted to cool down 
by taking a swim in our rivers and lakes.  However, cold water can be 
a killer and we'd like to raise awareness of these risks amongst young 
people.  Cold water shock can lead to hyperventilation, increased 
blood pressure, breathing difficulties and heart attacks plus water 
temperatures remain just as cold in summer as in winter.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Year 12
What a great year you have had.  It seems like only two minutes ago 
we were welcoming you in September and seeing lots of nervous 
and unsure faces.  It didn’t take you long to find your feet and look at 
you now.  You have been graceful and extremely hard working.  I am 
delighted that we are only half-way through, you are going to be 
excellent role models for the new cohort in September and you are 
going to push the boundaries of success next year.  Your work ethic 
and aspiration is admirable.  Rest well, it is much deserved!

Healthy Week
The theme for this year was ‘Five Ways to Wellbeing’.  We were aiming to raise awareness of the importance of not only being physically active, but 
mentally and socially healthy aware too.
   1.  Connect: with the people around you, family, friends and local community.  Invest in relationships to enrich your life.
   2.  Be Active: Find ways to keep active in your everyday life to maintain your physical, mental and social health.
   3.  Take Notice: Be aware of yours and others states of mind and know when you need to take time for yourself or ask 
         for help.
   4.  Give: Do something nice for someone else.  Say thank you.  Give your time.  Get involved with a charity.  The 
         rewarding feeling helps build confidence and self-esteem.
   5.  Keep Learning: Try something new, keep up to date with what’s going on around you and get involved with a 
         project to increase confidence.
Throughout the week there were opportunities for everyone to develop each of these five ways to wellbeing.  There were inter-form competitions 
at lunchtime when Year 7 and 8 were completing the distance challenge to see how many laps of the track they could complete as a form.  They 
were encouraged to walk and take the time to chat to friends whilst being active at the same time.  Congratulations to 7Cm and 8RNe for winning 
with totals of 314 and 265 laps respectively.  The Year 9 and 10 forms took part in a Danish Longball competition with 9ACo and 10Di claiming 
victory! 
There were opportunities for students to ‘Give’ back by taking part in the British Heart Foundation Fun Run and the Sponsored Bounce.  Over 250 
students gave £1 to run the Fun Run during Wednesday afternoon, it was a great turnout with Lottie Langan, in Year 7, coming out victorious.  The 
Sponsored Bounce on Thursday was very busy raising over £1000.
The week culminated with the annual whole school Sports Day and the battle of the four houses (Derwent, Esk, Foss, Ouse).  The day started with 
an Interhouse Sporting Quiz to test students’ knowledge of the fantastic sporting events that are taking place this summer.  Did they know their 
Steph Houghton from their Serena Guthrie or their Novak Djokovic from their Eoin Morgan?  Everyone in Years 7–10 then took part in Rounders, 
Cricket, Tug of War, Athletics Track and Field events and the Year 12s had their alternate sports day with inter-form competitions.  The sun was 
shining and all the staff and students had the opportunity to work together, cheer on their house and compete in a friendly and supportive way.  
There were school records, fabulous support for every competitor and brilliant efforts from some students in their house coloured outfits.  The 
finale of the staff v student relay was a close run race with the staff now needing to train a bit harder for next year’s event!  After all the competitions 
were over and Mrs Price had added all the scores together, the winning house was Foss!  It was a fantastic day all round and a fitting way to end 
such an active, competitive and sociable week.  We hope that everyone can continue to think about the Five Ways to Wellbeing over the summer 
holidays and that they can continue to be active and have fun.

Year 13
I hope you are already enjoying a summer to remember.  It is a long 
one and one of great adventure and anticipation.  I cannot wait to 
see you all on 15 August when we can celebrate your achievements 
and see the fruits of all your labour.  Thank you for being the year 
group you were, you are forceful and are sure of what you want.  The 
recipe for a great generation!  See you soon.
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PE Enrichment Week
This week saw the Archbishop Holgate’s PE department lead their very first Enrichment 
Week.  External Coaches from Athletics, Rugby League, Basketball, Rugby Union, Football, 
Frisbee, Dance, Panathlon and Golf delivered sessions to students in Years 7 to Year 10.  We 
also had three former top level athletes from the Now Project.  Jenny Wallwork (Badminton), 
Adam Whitehead and James Kirkton (Swimming) delivered sessions to our girls with a focus 
on physical activity and the benefits it has on their mental health.  Teaching staff from across 
departments at the school also ran activities such as a Question of Sport Quiz, Table Tennis, 
Danish Longball, Cricket Tennis, Swimming and Fitness.  Former Premier League referee, 
Matt Massias, also delivered a presentation on the Athlete Mind-set to our Year 10 GCSE PE 
students.  As part of PE Enrichment Week there were also opportunities to go to Manchester 
to see the England Netball Team play in the Netball World Cup.
The entire week was a huge success and this was in part thanks to all the students that 
were involved.  Their attitude towards the week was fantastic from start to finish.  The PE 
department would like to thank students and all the external visitors, as well as school staff 
that have made this week so enjoyable.  We can’t wait for next year to do it all again!  
Thank you!

 
 

OF THE WEEK

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Dour:  relentlessly severe, stern or gloomy in manner or 
appearance.  Late Middle English, probably from Scottish 
Gaelic ‘dur’ dull, obstinate, stupid.

@AHS_geography:  Words 
fail me, this place is so 
beautiful!

PE Netball Trip
36 girls visited Liverpool to watch the 
Netball World Cup.  We made flags before 
we went and waved Tracey Neville faces 
to support the team.  We saw three games 
including an England win and everyone 
had a fab time!!  Selfies with players, lots of 
merchandise bought and lots of cheering, 
especially by Miss Turvey! 




	1 Newsletter 351
	2 YCFC flier

