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Head’s Introduction

Thursday 12 September 2019

Our AHS Journey continues

Dear Parents and Carers,
Next week I look forward to sharing potential
plans for a new and exciting building and
resource centre at the front of school with
plans to upgrade existing facilities such as social
spaces, changing rooms and toilet areas. We will
be giving parents opportunities to offer their
feedback to these plans over the coming weeks.
I would also like to draw your attention to the Parent Governor vacancy
outlined later in this Newsletter. This represents an exciting opportunity
to join the school at a key point in its development. I would be more
than happy to have an informal chat with any parents who may be
interested in the role.

Upcoming Events
Fri 13 Sept Y7, 10 & 11 School Photographs
Wed 18 Sept Y9 Parents’Information Evening, 6.007.00pm, Main Hall
Mon 23 Sept Y8 HPV Vaccinations
Fri 27 Sept Non-Uniform Day - In aid of Foodbank
Mon 30 Sept Year 10 Work Experience Evening for Parents,
6.00-7.00pm, Main Hall
Thu 3 Oct Training Day (school closed to students)
Thu 3 Oct Open Evening, 6.30pm

Last week, we introduced the AHS Journey, highlighting everything
students are actively encouraged to take part in to ensure that they “may
have life, and have it to the full”(John 10).

Each year is important and we believe that students need to understand
the opportunities that are available and be encouraged to make the most
of what is on offer. Each week, we intend to share with you the priorities for
a particular year group alongside an introduction from the Head of Year.
Year 7 is all about“Joining In.” To ensure students in Year 7 get off to a good
start, it is vital they participate and try new things. We hope they will make
the most of the vast number of clubs and sports available at both lunch
time and after school. They should also try to be a committed member
of the form group, showing their commitment to the school community.
But most importantly, they should be open to new ideas and join in with
new lessons, opportunities and friends. Below is our “Top 10” for a Year 7
student which has been shared with them.
Miss Kincell and the Year 7 team will be reiterating this throughout the
year. We would also ask that you, as parents or carers, do everything you
can to encourage your child to take part in what we have on offer.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been focussing
on ‘Making an Investment’ and what we can learn from Jesus’ Parable of
the Servants as we look to make the most of the year ahead. One of the
quotes we have spent some time thinking about is:
“The best preparation for tomorrow is doing your
best today.” H Jackson Brown, Jr, American author
of Life’s Little Instruction Book
To receive the daily Thought for the Day
straight to your phone or other electronic
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

AHS Feedback

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for
their valuable contributions. If you have a query
or simply an observation about the school please
complete the form online.

Social Media

Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

@AHSYork Tel: 01904 411341 www.archbishopholgates.org

This Week’s
Main School News
The Year 7 Pastoral Team

It is my pleasure to welcome Year 7 students and their families to
Archbishop Holgate’s School. I feel privileged to be their new Head of
Year, both myself and our Pastoral Support Worker, Mrs Stead, eagerly
anticipate the year ahead. What an outstanding start has been made
to their journey. It is clear already they are going to be a wonderful year
group, capable of wonderful things and I couldn’t be more proud to be
their Head of Year. As we begin this journey together, remember we are
all here to give support and guidance.
Upon arriving at Archbishop Holgate’s students in Year 7 will experience
a wide and varied curriculum across all of their different subjects. In
English, students are reading ‘The Girl of Ink and Stars’ by Millwood
Hargrave and learning to ‘explode’ quotes. In maths, students are
consolidating and extending their number skills, focusing on reasoning
and problem solving before moving on to topics such as algebra and
geometry. In textiles, they will be designing a tablet or book cover
inspired by the artistWassily Kandinsky. In food, students will be learning
to cook a range of foods from carrot cake to couscous snack pots. In IT,
students are learning how to effectively use files and the importance of
computer safety. In Geography, students are studying ‘Wonders of our
World’– amazing human and physical places around the world ranging
from The Great Barrier Reef to the Palm Jumeriah. In History, students
will be studying medicine through time, different beliefs about diseases
and cures from the prehistoric period to the modern day. And this is just
a taster of their varied and enriching timetables.
Something that has been particularly pleasing to see at the beginning
of a new year is how proactive and independent our new students
have been. We understand the transition to secondary school can be
daunting, but it has been evident that many students have excelled
with the additional responsibility. With this in mind, staff are very
understanding, I have been thrilled by the response from staff who have
found teaching our new students a joy, and whilst visiting classrooms I
have seen outstanding behaviour.
As the new Head of Year 7, it has been excellent to see how students
continue to live the school’s values of Justice, Compassion, Forgiveness
and Trust into being every day. I have been very pleased to hear
impeccable manners from our Year 7 students and Form tutors are
regularly expressing how kind and thoughtful students have been.
An integral part of Year 7 is ‘Joining in’, this is how students discover new
interests, meet new friends and quickly feel like part of our community.
We have a wide range of PE and Music extra-curricular activities and
also from staff with specialist interests. In PE you can take part in an
activity every lunchtime, including football, dance, volley ball, open
boccia and many more. In Music there are boundless opportunities
ranging from orchestra and choirs, to the Back Stage Club. There will
even be subject specific clubs, such as Maths and Art, but also feminist
club and mindfulness.

Whilst there is a plethora of activities please remember students have
access to the School Library. Here, they can read, do homework or take
part in many of the themed events Mrs Murphy, our Librarian, hosts,
such as poetry readings. As we believe joining in is so important, all
students must attend a minimum of one extra-curricular activity per
week, this can be different every week and will be monitored by Form
Tutors. We have a ‘Super 7s Challenge’, at the end of each half term the
student who has attended the most extra-curricular clubs will receive a
prize, this is recorded in planners.
An exciting opportunity for joining in will also be the Bewerley Park
residential trip, this will take pace 6-8, 13-15, 20-22 November, when
students will engage in exciting activities such as gorge walking and
mountain biking. Most importantly, many activities will focus on team
building and getting to know more students not only in their form
group, but the entire year band. However, for those staying in school
there are also exciting opportunities. Students will be taught special
one-off lessons, and again have the opportunity to meet others in their
band.
Finally, a key focus for the school this year will be the completing of
homework. Staff are working hard to ensure all measures have been
taken to make homework meaningful and accessible. The usual
sanction for the non-completion of homework is an after-school
detention the following day. However, Year 7 are being granted a 24hour grace period during the first half term. Should a Year 7 student
not produce their homework, they will be given until the next day to
provide it, if it is then not produced they will receive an after-school
detention the following day (except Friday). I very much hope that Year
7 will set the standard for their journey here and make sure homework
is completed consistently and to the best of their ability. Homework
Club will also be running for Year 7 in the student Support Room (in the
Inclusion Centre) every day except Friday for anyone that is struggling
to complete homework and needs extra support, or for those who wish
to get ahead and stay ahead.
If you have any issues regarding your child in Year 7, please do get in
contact with the school and ask for either Miss Kincell (Head of Year 7) or
Mrs Stead (Year 7 Pastoral Support Worker) and we’d be happy to help.
It’s been an excellent start for Year 7 and I can’t wait to see what the year
has in store for us! Miss Kincell and Mrs Stead

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an
Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’
for all their hard work:
		
		
		
		
		

KS3 French - Imogen Dean, 7Cm
KS3 German - Mariella Moulton, 7WNo
KS4 French - Emma Pomfrett, 11Mc
KS4 German - Katie Haigh, 9JRi
KS4 Spanish - Ava Doughty, 10SMf

Student Lockers
Lockers are available for Year 7 and from Monday 16 September to
Years 8-11. Padlocks (supplied with 2 keys) are £3.50 and will be on sale
at Main Reception during break, lunchtime and after school.
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This Week’s
Sixth Form News
Sixth Form Discretionary Fund

Year 12 Enrichment

Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form students can apply for Discretionary
Funding. This fund is accessible to students whose households annual
income is £35,000 or below and can be used to pay for a range of
educational costs, e.g. transport to universities, books, contributions
to course trips, etc. An application pack is available from Mrs Walton
in the Sixth Form or email: swalton@archbishopholgates.org.

This week saw the launch of our new Enrichment programme
for Year 12 designed to provide a time to explore, create, develop
and relax. We have twelve choices covering a broad range of
opportunities to enrich personal development. Year 12 seized
the opportunity and threw themselves into the menu. A great
afternoon!

Sixth Form Students Medical Appointments A polite reminder

Key Dates

Medical and dental appointments should be made out of school
hours. In the event a student needs to have an appointment during
school hours, please contact Mrs Walton prior to the appointment.
This must be from a parent or carer. Every effort must be made to
avoid time spent out of lessons as this impacts negatively on student
progress. Thank you for your support .

• Year 11 IAG Day (no school) - Tue 1 Oct
• Staff Training Day (school closed) - Thu 3 Oct

Maths and English GCSE resits
Please note these are straight after the October half-term break:
• 4–11 Nov

PLEASE SHARE: If you would like to share students’ achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org. It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

Election of Parent Governor
The Local Governing Committee, when it is complete, comprises 16 Governors of which two will be elected by parents. There is currently one Parent
Governor vacancy within school. Parent Governors will serve for four years, unless they resign during their term of office. They can continue in office
even when their children have left the school in order to complete their term.
The LGC also comprises:
• Foundation Local Governors (appointed by York Diocesan Board of Education
• Co-opted Local Governors (appointed by the LGC)				

• Staff Local Governors (appointed by staff body)
• The Headteacher (ex officio)

What do local governors do? Governors are responsible for strategic leadership and accountability within schools. In practise this means that
governing bodies are responsible for such things as setting a range of school policies and ensuring they are adhered to; setting and monitoring the
school budget; monitoring the progress that the school is making and setting targets for school improvement. Governors are not involved in the
operational running of the school. The daily management of the school is the responsibility of the Headteacher.
Do Parent Governors have special responsibilities? No, Parent Governors do not have extra duties. Governors work as a team, with shared
responsibilities. Parent Governors speak as parents: they can’t speak for all parents.
How are Parent Local Governors appointed? We take the term‘parent’to include anyone who has custody of a child registered at the school, as well
as‘natural’parents.
If we receive more nominations than there are places to fill, there will be a secret ballot. A ballot form and envelopes for their return will be sent home
by hand with students. The form will explain how votes may be cast.
If the number of nominations we receive is the same as the number of places to be filled, then those people will be declared appointed. If there are
fewer, the LGC will be responsible for filling any vacancies by inviting a parent of a child at the school to become a Parent Governor.
Parent Governors must be people who have children at the school when they are elected. Applicants should also have a strong belief in continually
improving the quality of education of children at school and have the time to commit to attend training and LGC meetings. If you decide you wish
to stand for election it is necessary to get two parents at the school to propose and second your nomination.
If you are not able to stand for election, you may know of someone who is and parents with children at the school can nominate another parent for
election. Nomination forms are available from Main Reception, to be returned by 10.30am on Monday 23 September, in a sealed envelope marked
‘Confidential - PG Nomination’.
Result of the Election The name of those elected will be displayed at the school for 21 days and will be included in the school Newsletter.
Anyone having any query about the election is invited to contact the school.
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Football
The Year 8 Football team played their first
game of the season against All Saints
RC School this week. The last result
involving these two teams was a 14goal thriller that Archbishop Holgate’s
School won on penalties. This time,
Archbishop’s dominated from the very
start with some quality play throughout
eventually winning 8-1. There were a
number of excellent performances but
player of the match goes to Louis Rank
who created a number of chances as
well as getting his name on the score
sheet. He was a constant threat every
time he got the ball. Well done Louis!

Netball
It has been fantastic to see the Sixth Form
and Year 11 student netballers playing
this week against Jo Ro. Both teams
were unfortunate and were not able to
produce a win, but it was fantastic to see
their play improve through the games
after the summer break and working
well as a team when most haven’t
played with each other in a long time or
ever before. Well done to all the ladies
that took part. Star players Jessica Bone
and Lucy Jordan.

MONDAY
LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
- Y8 Football (Sports Hall)
- Dance (Studio)
- Y7 Beginners&Advanced Swimming
AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.10pm)
- Open Netball (Courts/Sports Hall)
FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc
TUESDAY
LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
- Y8/9/10 Netball (Sports Hall)
- Open Boccia (Gym)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
- Open Girls’Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc
WEDNESDAY
LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
- Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
- Girls’Active (invite only) (Gym)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
- Y7/8/9 Boys’Volleyball (Gym)
FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

School PE Kit
Extra-Curricular Programme
Please take a look at the new extracurricular programme. There are many
new clubs this year as well as an advance
swimming club on Mondays and Rookie
Lifeguard on Fridays after school. Rugby
for Years 7-9 will also start on Mondays
after school on the back fields. All are
welcome.

As we start the new school year we
would like to remind parents that all PE
kit should be clearly labelled. If a student
misplaces any PE kit, it makes it easier to
return it to its rightful owner. Thank you.

THURSDAY
LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
- Y7/8/9 Girls’Volleyball (Gym)
- Y9 Football (Sports Hall)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc
FRIDAY
LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
- Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
- Ultimate Frisbee (Gym)
- Y9/10/11 Exam PE, Homework &
Catch up Session (Ma6)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
- Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

OF THE WEEK
Intolerance: An unwillingness to accept views, beliefs, or
behaviour that differ from your own. “We should always stand
up to religious intolerance.”

@pathfindertsa: These
fabulous teachers are
starting day 3 of their
NQT year.
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AHS English Department
KS3 and KS4 Recommended reading
As we start a new academic year, the English department thought it would be useful to give parents a guide to suitable
reading material for students across the age groups.
Research shows that as little as 15-25 minutes’reading per day has notable benefits. (Renaissance Learning 2018)
Further to this, a recent report into good literacy practice in schools compiled by the Education Endowment Foundation,
found that “Young people who leave school without good literacy skills are held back at every stage of life. Their outcomes are poorer on
almost every measure, from health and wellbeing, to employment and finance”. (Education Endowment Foundation, Improving Literacy in
Secondary Schools 2019)
With this in mind, we hope that parents and carers can help us get students into good reading habits by encouraging them to read at home.
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/ is a truly excellent resource. Here, you will find up-to-date recommended reading lists for students in Years
7-11.
We have also published some of our own recommended reads on the school website, under the ‘English resources’ tab: https://
archbishopholgates.academy/curriculum/subjects/english/

KS4 English – Set texts
As you are aware, your son/daughter is studying English Literature for their GCSEs. For this course, students are required to study the following
texts which you may wish to purchase so your child can read these texts at home throughout Year 10 and Year 11. It is also beneficial in terms
of annotating the text in lessons. We recommend buying specific editions of these texts as these will be the ones we are using in class. There
are many good deals on the internet for these editions:
1. J B Priestley, An Inspector Calls, Heinemann - ISBN 978-0435232825
2. Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol, Wordsworth Classics – ISBN 978-1840227567
3. William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, Oxford School Shakespeare – ISBN 978-0198321668
If you think your child would benefit from additional revision resources on these texts, we recommend:
• Romeo and Juliet : York Notes ISBN 978-1408248829
• An Inspector Calls: York Notes ISBN 978-1408248737
By having their own copies of the three core texts, students will be able to highlight relevant quotations and make notes inside their copy
both in English lessons and during private revision at home. If students do not have their own copy, they will borrow one from the English
department during lesson time, but will not be allowed to mark/annotate the book in any way or take them home. Please therefore rest
assured that if your child does not have their own copy, they will still have access to the texts in class.
If your child is entitled to Pupil Premium funding, the English department will buy copies of these texts for students and these will be issued
in September 2019. We also have a few copies that can be bought directly from the English department. We also have a small pot of money
available to students who may not be in receipt of funding, but will still struggle to pay for texts. In this case, they should speak to their
individual class teacher and this will be decided on a case by case basis.
Finally, there are online editions of all of these texts that can be printed or read at home:
http://www.learnlibrary.com/xmas-carol/index.html - A Christmas Carol
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/romeo_juliet/full.html - Romeo and Juliet
https://genius.com/Jb-priestly-an-inspector-calls-act-one-act-two-annotated - An Inspector Calls

Compassion Corner
Non-Uniform Day, Friday 27 September

VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School
School Assistant

Required as soon as possible
Term Time Only, 32.5 hours per week
Grade 4 - £13,645 to £14,476 per annum
(this is the pro rata salary)
For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/our-school/vacancies/
Enhanced DBS check will be required

This year, in response to student voice, instead of donating £1 on nonuniform day, we would like students to donate tins of food (eg baked
beans, plum tomatoes, spam, hotdog sausages, soup, tinned vegetables,
tunafish) but any tin of food is very much appreciated and will be donated
to Carecent and the FoodBank.

Great Charity Contribution!
We are delighted to report that at the beginning of the holidays, Reece
Thompson and Jordan Franks - Year 9 then but year 10 now - had their
heads shaved for a Cancer charity raising over £400. Well done to them!

Police Community Support Officer
We are looking forward to welcoming back PCSO Laura Harper to join
Year 8 PSHCE lessons to talk about internet safety including use of social
media and communications online.
If you have any questions, please email Miss Holmes: mholmes1@
archbishopholgates.org
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Music Lessons
If students would like to start Instrumental or Vocal lessons, please see one of the Music teachers for an information letter.
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