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Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been thinking 
about the season of harvest and how to reap and sow in life as in the 
fields.  One of the quotes we have spent some time thinking about is:
“Ask the Lord to bless your plans, and you will 
be successful in carrying them out.”  The Bible, 
Proverbs, Chapter 16 Verse 3.
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

Yesterday, we received confirmation from the 
DfE of our performance at GCSE this summer.  
Whilst provisional, I am delighted to inform 
parents that our Progress 8 score is not 0.74, but 
actually 0.80, which confirms that our results 
for a third successive year will be the strongest 
locally and some of the best nationally.  This 

score means that our students are performing almost a grade better 
across their subjects than in other schools.
A reminder to parents that Open Evening is next Thursday, 3 October, 
6.15pm for a 6.30pm start.  As ever, we appreciate all the support from 
students and parents with this important event.

Upcoming Events

Fri 27 Sept
Fri 27 Sept

Mon 30 Sept
Mon 30 Sept

Thu 3 Oct
Thu 3 Oct

Thu 10 Oct

Mon 14 Oct

Wed 16 Oct
Fri 25 Oct

Non-Uniform Day - In aid of Foodbank
Y13 Theatre Studies Performance - Pygmalion
Y8 HPV Vaccinations
Year 10 Work Experience Evening for Parents, 
6.00-7.00pm, Main Hall
Training Day (school closed to students)
Open Evening, 6.30pm
Speech Night & Presentation of Awards, 
7.00pm, Main Hall
Bewerley Park Parents’ Information Evening, 
6.00pm, Main Hall
Y7 Form Tutor Evening, 3.25pm, Main Hall
Half Term

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Pygmalion
Year 13 Theatre Studies students will be 
performing the comedy play Pygmalion, by 
George Bernard Shaw.  This is the play made 
famous by the  musical My Fair Lady and shows 
the journey Eliza Doolittle makes from flower 
girl in the gutter to duchess at a royal garden 
party, all through changing the way she speaks.  
The question is though, will her transformation 
change others along the way?
Tickets are available from Main Reception and at the door (£4 adult, 
£2 concession), performances will be in the Main Mall, 7.00pm, on 
Thursday 26 and Friday 27 September.  Everyone is welcome, please 
come along and support.

Year 11 Enrichment Programme
The Year 11 Enrichment Programme is now up and running.  It is 
an opportunity for ANY Year 11 student to relax, have fun and try a 
new activity including kickboxing and yoga, below is a outline of the 
activities.  If students have any questions, please see Miss Gavin in L32.  
The sessions will run from 3.20-4.00pm on different days of the week.
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Our AHS Journey continues
Our AHS Journey highlights everything students are actively encouraged to 
take part in to ensure that they “may have life, and have it to the full” (John 
10).  We focused on all the “Opportunities” Year 8 have and how, to maximise 
our potential, we have to embrace all opportunities, both familiar and new, 
throughout school. 

Each year is important and we believe that students need to understand 
the opportunities that are available and be encouraged to make the most 
of what is on offer.  Each week, we intend to share with you the priorities 
for a particular year group alongside an introduction from the Head of Year.
Year 9 is all about ‘Understanding yourself and others’.  This is an important 
transition year and students need to spend time reflecting upon their own 
values and beliefs as well as understanding how their values fit into the wider 
ideas of society.  We have introduced a new weekly lesson called “Character 
and Culture” in Year 9 for all students.  These are stand alone lessons where 
students explore issues and topics which are important to them.  This is their 
opportunity to find out about the world they will live in.  This half term is 
centred around “What is power?” allowing students to explore a range of 
related topics: discuss different concepts of power; gain an overview of 
the political spectrum; understand and explore the human rights; debate 
the significance of “in and out groups” and the growing cultural concerns 
around gang culture.  Each half term has an alternative focus, tailored to 
students needs.  This sits alongside students PSHE lessons, providing what 
we believe to be a full and culturally relevant curriculum.  Year 9 will also have 
opportunities to explore their values in a range of cultural enrichment days 
which will be spread throughout the year.  Students will also explore the 
importance of leadership and engagement with others through the Young 
Leader’s Award this year.   Look out for more of this in the weeks to come.

Miss Turvey and the Year 9 team will be reiterating this throughout the year.  
We would also ask that you, as parents/carers, do everything you can to 
encourage your child to take part in all the opportunities we provide.  Please 
do contact me directly if you would like to discuss Personal Development 
within the school more.  Mr Williams

Year 9 - Understanding Yourself and Others

I would like to thank all those parents who came to the Information Evening 
last Wednesday and also to those who phoned to say they were unable to 
make it.  I greatly enjoyed meeting families and look forward to a positive, 
productive and proactive relationship.  The presentation, list of important 
dates and pastoral contacts can be accessed via: https://drive.google.com/
drive/folders/15Y_11TE-fMh8rcfW-EnRpvqdY6dKr0pZ?usp=sharing (if 
any Year 9 parent has difficulty accessing the information, do please let me 
know and we will send a paper copy home via student post.
Year 9 have had a fabulous start to their GCSEs and embraced new 
subjects, new staff and new social space with great aplomb.  The Year 9 
Common Room has been put to good use and there are already plans for 
how to decorate it at Christmas!  Each week Miss Turvey meets a group 
of students in the Common Room to hear from them “What Went Well” 
over the previous week and “Even Better If” ideas of how to improve or 
enhance the school experience for Year 9.  The ‘Nine by Nine Project’ has 
been launched (details are in the booklet each Year 9 student has) and 
the pastoral team look forward to celebrating in the summer term with all 
those who manage to complete it.   Miss Turvey (Head of Year 9) and Mrs 
Chappell (Pastoral Support Worker).

Year 9 Fundraising for Macmillan
Bradley Ray, Year 9, has organised a Macmillan 
Coffee Morning event for this Saturday, 28 
September, 10.30-1.30, venue is outside Vulcan 
House, Olympian Court, Hull Road.  Everyone 
welcome to help raise funds for Macmillan.  Thank 
you.

Careers Corner
(weekly opportunity and events update)

Work Experience, Parents’ Information Evening
Reminder for Year 10 parents, date in your diary

Monday 30 September, 6.00pm
I look forward to seeing you there.

York McArthur Glen - Careers Fair
Thursday 24 October, between 5.00-7.00pm

(in the food quarter)
To register for the event, email your name and email address to:

york.jobs@mcarthurglen.com

The Young Doctor Programme
Sunday 10 November / 15 November, King’s College London

or
Sunday 1 December, University of Manchester - InvestIN

For students aged 15-18 
Miss Robinson, Careers Advisor
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements in the community with us, then please email jsissons@
archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate what students are accomplishing outside of school

The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select two 
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students 
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will receive a 
weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Elijah Yun, 7Mr - Outstanding resilience and bravery.  Well done.  
Miss Kincell
Nancy Fisher, 7Gr - For living the school values and always being 
polite.  Miss Kincell
Charlie Wilson, 8Gs - For his fantastic start to Year 8!  Well done.  
Mrs Edmondson
Ben Slack, 8Mb - For his fantastic start to Year 8!  Well done.  
Mrs Edmondson
Razaan Bajri, 9RMe - For a superb start to Year 9 and all round living 
the school values.  Miss Turvey
Maisie Midgley, 9JLi - For her excellent Modern Foreign Languages 
work.  Miss Turvey
Rowan Fearnley, 10ZDa - Rowan has made a fantastic start to the 
year in all subjects and was the first to volunteer to be a guide.  Well 
done Rowan.  Mrs Avey

Millie Innes, 10Dn - Millie has made a really positive start to Year 10 
and is doing especially well in Maths.  Well done Millie.  Mrs Avey
Ellie Wilcox, 11Di - For being her wonderful self and demonstrating 
the school values day in, day out.  Well done!  Miss Dixon and Mr 
Arthur
Ethan Allan, 11Wa - For having an excellent start to Year 11 – Well 
done!  Mr Arthur 
Hannah Smith, 12Da - Hannah has been a brilliant help in Sport, 
volunteering (outside of her normal volunteering) to support staff in 
Year 7 Netball lessons.  Mr Charlton
Ben Williamson, 12ALa - For his calm and mature support at the 
scene of an accident outside school.  Mr Charlton
Jamie Rhodes, 13Nc - A great ambassador for the school and Career 
Ready programme this week when presenting to local employers.  
Ms De Lashley
Helena Matravers, 13HGa - For motivation and drive of a champion! 
Ms De Lashley 

Rewards and Recognition

Year 11 Information, Advice and Guidance Day 
– Tuesday 1 October

Year 11 have made their choices and will join us in Sixth Form on 
Tuesday to ‘taste’ five subjects.

Students should attend In their own clothes.  We will be providing 
pizza for lunch, but students are free to leave site at both break and 
lunchtime.  They are encouraged to bring money should they wish 
to purchase food off site or from the vending machines in the Sixth 
Form social area.

Timetables for the day will be distributed just before the IAG Day.   
Any questions, please contact the Sixth Form team.

Sixth Form Students medical 
appointments - a polite reminder
Medical and dental appointments should be arranged 
out of school hours.  In the event a student needs to have 
an appointment during school hours, please contact Mrs 
Walton prior to the appointment.  This must be from a 
parent or carer.  Every effort must be made to avoid time 
spent out of lessons as this impacts negatively on student 
progress.  Thank you for your support with this.

Reminder
Sixth Form students are not in school on Tuesday 1 and 
Thursday 3 October.  If they have timetabled lessons at 
Fulford they are expected to attend and transport will be 
running as usual from AHS. 
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Dance (Studio)
      -   Y7 Beginners&Advanced Swimming
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.10pm)
      -   Open Netball (Courts/Sports Hall)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8/9/10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Open Boccia (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Open Girls’ Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Girls’ Active (invite only) (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Boys’ Volleyball (Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Girls’ Volleyball (Gym)
      -   Y9 Football (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Ultimate Frisbee (Gym)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE, Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

School PE Kit
As we start the new school year we would 
like to remind parents that all PE kit should 
be clearly labelled.  If a student misplaces 
any PE kit, it makes it easier to return it to its 
rightful owner.  Thank you.

Extra-Curricular Programme
Please take a look at the new extra-
curricular programme.  There are many 
new clubs this year as well as an advance 
swimming club on Mondays and Rookie 
Lifeguard on Fridays after school.  Rugby 
for Years 7-9 will also start on Mondays 
after school on the back fields.  All are 
welcome.

Netball
Year 11 and Sixth Form students were 
hosted by All Saints this week for their netball 
matches.  Everyone showed resilience and 
perseverance in both challenging games.  
Unfortunately not able to produce a win, 
but their game play and tactical ability has 
improved match by match.  Well done to all 
the ladies that took part.  Star players were 
Olivia Stevens and Lacey Small.

Sixth Form students were in action in a 
tournament at Jo Ro this week against local 
schools in the area.  They came up against 
tough opposition with their first game St 
Peter’s where they struggled to gain form, 
but improved immensely in their next 
three games, all closely contested winning 
one against Queen Margaret’s.  Well done 
to all the ladies that took part, showing 
compassion and resilience for their team 
and for others.  Star players were Hannah 
Smith and Livia Avey.

 
 

OF THE WEEK

Thermal conductivity:  Thermal conductivity is the property of 
a material to conduct heat.  “At room temperature, the thermal 
conductivity of a diamond is about six times higher than that of 
a piece of copper.”

@AHS_geography:  Really impressed 
with the revision mind maps that Year 
10 have created on the topic of Food 
(challenges of resource management).

Football
A joint Year 7 and 8 girls’ football side 
took part in a seven-a-side football 
tournament at Bootham on Thursday 
night.  The team played fantastically 
throughout the whole tournament 
with the highlight results of the night 
including a 5-0 win vs Minster and a 2-0 
win vs Millthorpe.  
Elisha Thompson 
was one of the 
stars for the team 
managing to 
score a total of 
five goals in the 
tournament. 

A big well done to 
Year 13 student, 
Katie Astle, who 
made the headlines 
last week after 
an impressive 
performance for 
Leeds United Ladies.  
Keep up the good 
work Katie!
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Whole School Collective Worship 
We believe it is important to ensure progression and development when exploring key issues related to student’s social and personal development.  
Each week, students will take part in a range of collective worship, including Thought for the Day, Week, Year Group collective worship and Chapel.  
Heads of Year will plan tailormade acts of collective worship for their year group, reflecting upon the demands of their year group at that current 
time.  However, we also ensure there is a whole school focus twice each half term.  Each year group will explore a specific key question related to the 
whole school question.  Over the last two weeks, students have explored questions around “Social skills”, considering questions and issues which will 
help them be productive in the wider world. 
The following topics were covered: 
 Year 7    What is a friendship?
 Year 8    How do I cope when a friendship goes wrong? 
 Year 9    What can I do when I get angry? 
 Year 10 What is the danger of gang culture?
 Year 11 What is acceptable public behaviour? 
 Year 12 What makes a healthy relationship? 
 Year 13 How do you deal with conflict in the workplace?
Each topic is returned to and builds upon the issues raised in the previous year group and shows progression in relation to the topic.  Below are some 
of the examples explored within these assemblies.  Each links to the year group’s specific focus: 
 Year 8     Year 9     Year 12

 

 

Acts of collective worship in school are periods of personal reflection, regardless of faith or belief.  There is always something relevant or probing 
for our students to think about.  Each topic has a piece of “standing scripture” which they can return to each year, allowing students to place 
contemporary issues into a Christian context.  This provides a vitally important period of quiet time in the business of the school week. 
Our next set of whole school collective worship will be on the topic of “Inclusion and tolerance” in a few weeks time. 
If you have any questions about year group acts of collective worship or how this fits into students wider development, please do not hesitate to 
contact  Mr Williams.

AHS English Department
Year 11 Revision App
Revision is absolutely key to exam success in 
all subjects.  In English, students have a great 
deal of content to learn and memorise.  To help 
students, we have signed up to Pixl Lit, which is a revision app 
for English Literature that students can download on their 
phones.  Over the next two weeks, students will be given a 
username and password.  This will enable them to access 
revision material, complete quizzes on key texts and practise 
quotation retrieval.  We highly encourage all students to 
make use of this resource.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

  KS3 French - Dylan Cundall, 8Gs
  KS3 German - Eloise Burn, 7NTh
  KS4 French - Thomas Wilson, 9IMa
  KS4 German - Brooke Liddell, 9RGi
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