
 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

School
NEWSLETTER 363

Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 28 November 2019

Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective Worship students have been 
inspired by material produced by @ABYyouthtrust, ‘Voices of Advent 
- The Innkeeper’s Story’.  One of the quotes we have spent some time 
thinking about is:
“Whenever you feel unloved, unimportant or 
insecure, remember to whom you belong.”  
Letter to the Ephesians ch2: v19-22, The Bible
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

I look forward to welcoming families and friends 
of Archbishop Holgate’s to our Christmas 
Fayre tomorrow, 5.00-7.00pm, in the Main Hall, 
free entry.  There will be lots of stalls including 
homemade crafts, bottle and chocolate 
tombolas, jewellery, Christmas decorations and 

cards, fabulous raffle prizes and hampers to win, a cafe offering mulled 
wine, mince pies, cakes, hot dogs, tea and coffee with music provided 
by our Academy Choir.
As a school, we are pleased to be among the highest achieving schools 
nationally in the Times 100 List released last week.  This is purely an 
attainment measure of grade A* and A at A Level and grade 7-9 at 
GCSE.   Whilst this is an excellent accolade, we are more proud of our 
Progress scores at GCSE and Post-16 which we view as a fuller measure 
of student achievement , both of which are within the top 5% nationally 
and in terms of GCSE, the highest in the city for the third consecutive 
year.
Finally, I highlight that school will close at 1.10pm on Friday 20 
December.

Upcoming Events

Fri 29 Nov
Fri 29 Nov

Wed 4 Dec
Tue 10 Dec
Wed 11 Dec
Thu 19 Dec
Thu 19 Dec
Fri 20 Dec

Christmas Fayre, 5.00-7.00pm, Main Hall
Sixth Form Sleep Out for Carecent (Fri 
8.00pm - Sat 7.00am)
Y9 Parents’ Evening, 3.30-7.30pm, Main Hall
Y7 Christmas Party, Main Hall
Carol Service, York Minster, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Non-Uniform Day (World Aids Day)
Y8-13 Meadowhall Trip
School finishes at 1.10pm

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Year 7 - Bewerley Park Week Three
D band were very lucky to have had the 
first dry few days of Bewerley Park, even 
excitedly seeing some of the Wintery 
weather and canoeing on ice.  Once 
again, students showed phenomenal 
resilience and further entrenched their 
skills of team work, developed their 
friendships and truly lived the school 
values.  Every member of staff returned 
with so many wonderful things to say 
about the students who attended and 
I couldn’t be prouder to be their Head 
of Year.  Well done D band, keep it up.   
(Miss Kincell)
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Science Revision
Science Period 6 revision continues in preparation for the Pre-public 
Exams.  We would like as many students as possible to attend.  Lessons 
will be bespoke to each pupils’ tier of entry and will address the key 
concepts to be examined in the paper, please encourage your child to 
attend.  Students should check the rooming notice in Science for their 
course (Trilogy/Triple) and their tier of entry (Foundation/Higher) as 
well as the notices each Wednesday morning.  The schedule is as follows:

Big Climate Fightback
The Green Leaders held a big tree planting event in school 
on Wednesday, planting 105 trees, from the Woodland Trust, 
in the school grounds.  The Woodland Trust has made a 
commitment to The Big Climate Fightback, to encourage 
people to plant trees.  There are many benefits to this, not just 
aesthetics and wildlife, but also the important role trees play in removing 
carbon from the atmosphere.  By encouraging people to plant more 
trees it enables everyone to take a step towards tackling the problem of 
climate change.  We have held assemblies with each year group to explain 
about this event and other steps we might take that altogether will help 
reduce our impact on the planet.  So if your child has suddenly decided to 
cut back on eating meat – this is one of the ideas they have mentioned!  
Find out more about the Big Climate Fightback by visiting https://www.
woodlandtrust.org.uk/ and to see what steps we take to reduce the 
schools’ environmental impact follow @AHSGreenLeaders.

Message from Head of Year 10
We are already 4 weeks into this second half 
term of our Year 10 journey, and the previous 
half term seems to be in the distant past already, 
however, we do want to report that it was the 
best start to a new academic year we have seen.  
The students were fantastic: courteous, kind; 
hard working; well behaved and purposeful.  
We shared many of their successes and positive 
comments from staff, with them, in their final 
Act of Collective Worship (assembly) of the half 
term.  Needless to say, we over ran a little!  I 
was able to include a message, which had only 
been received the day before, from one of the 
contributors to our hugely successful Careers 
Fair, which I would like to share with you: ‘Could 
I also just say your students were an absolute 
pleasure to talk to, you have a really lovely, intelligent and polite group 
of students.’  
Moving back to this half term, Mrs Mennell and I are to keen to support 
our students in maintaining their high standard and would like to 
remind you that there is the reward of partaking in the Meadowhall 
trip for those who continue to do so.  Whilst the vast majority of 
homeworks have been completed by the year group, they must be 
mindful that they will not be eligible for the trip if they have more 
than 5 missed in a half term.  Similarly, regular attendance is vitally 
important, and it may be that it is not possible to sanction a place on 
the trip if a student has a poor attendance record.  Mrs Mennell, Mrs 
Hirst and myself will continue to support all our students to achieve 
maximum attendance and if you feel that you would like extra 
support, please be in contact. We cannot emphasise enough the 
importance of regular attendance and the devastating effect missed 
lessons has on progress and the gaps it leaves in knowledge. 
I am very pleased to announce that extra support for student 
wellbeing is offered by one of our form tutors, Miss Redman.  Every 
Wednesday lunchtime she is holding a drop-in session for any of our 
students to call in to, whether it be to chat over a problem, to raise an 
issue or to seek help or guidance.  She will be in our office, next to the 
Year 10 social area and is looking forward to being of service in this 
capacity.
All Year 10 students have had to demonstrate a great deal of 
resilience and responsibility over the last few weeks as they search 
for and confirm a Work Experience placement.  This is not an easy 
feat and we have been proud of the dedication and maturity they 
have demonstrated.  It takes a great deal of resilience to complete 
this process.  If anyone is still struggling to find a placement they are 
welcome to ask for help from Miss Robinson.
I would like to finish by offering my congratulations to the students in 
Year 10 who recently put themselves forward to undergo interviews 
to take on the responsibility of becoming Prefects.  All students 
conducted themselves maturely and gave fantastic responses to 
the questions posed.  Mr Williams and I were highly impressed.  All 
candidates were successful and we wish them well with the work 
they undertake in the coming year. 
As always, if there is anything you would like to discuss, please don’t 
hesitate to be in touch with either Mrs Mennell or myself.
(Mrs Avey and Mrs Mennell)

The Van Gogh Experience
Last Thursday a small group of Able, Gifted 
and Talented Year 8 Art students visited 
the Van Gogh Experience at York St Mary’s 
in Coppergate.  The students were able 
to take part in some mindful meditation 

whilst projections of 
some of Van Gogh’s 
famous paintings were 
projected floor-to-ceiling.  The Van Gogh experience 
is touring major cities across Europe and includes 
a virtual reality experience which transported our 
students into France in the 1880’s and the world Van 
Gogh painted.
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Form 
Group

Total quizzes 
taken

Quizzes this 
week Quizzer of the week Top quizzing Form 

this week

8a1 36 5 Ender Ali

8a2 46 28 Isobel Coulthard

8a3 16 5 Xander Hudson

8b1 5 4 Jamie Stacpoole-Ryding

8c1 96 11 Zilan Akgul

8c2 13 1 Martin Mogyorosy

8c3 17 1 -

8d1 62 19 Abigail Bower

8d2 71 54 Maya Bialczak Well done!

8d3 32 4 Henry Tegetmeier

8d4 29 17 Logan Lister

Year 8 Top Form:  Superb effort from 8d2 last week. 

Form 
Group

Total quizzes 
taken

Quizzes this 
week Quizzer of the week Top quizzing Form 

this week

9a1 24 4 Amber Lee

9a2 18 10 Mark Lam

9a3 9 4 Michelle Chae

9c1 18 - -

9c2 8 - -

9c3 6 2 Brandon Lee

9d1 21 13 Ellie Easton Well done!

9d2 8 1 Ben Austin

9d3 5 2 Bianca-Maria Sirbu

9d4 7 1 Noah Metcalfe

9n1 9 5 Alisha Kelly

Year 9 Top Form:   Well done to Miss Adams’ Year 9 class. 
  Top quizzers last week. 

Form 
Group

Total quizzes 
taken

Quizzes this 
week Quizzer of the week Top quizzing Form 

this week

7Bl 33 6 George Horner

7CAd 37 6 Liv Hardy

7Cm 49 8 Imogen Dean

7CMp 59 3 Daniel Real

7Cy 23 3 Ruby Watson

7Gr 54 4 Abigail Bowling

7Hf 45 13 Lucas Brannan

7Hv 23 3 Jola Fairess

7Mr 26 - -

7NTh 72 4 Mirela Iordache

7WNo 59 26 Willem Sadler Well done!

Accelerated Reader
Top Quizzers of the Week
Year 7 Top Form:   Huge effort from Mr Norris’s form 
  last week.  Very impressive.

‘Poetry by Heart’
Calling all poets, performers and those in 
pursuit of a challenge – see Ms Metcalf in 
En2 about the opportunity to perform 
(alone or in a group) a poem learned by 
heart for a competition in the new year. 
Open to all year groups – support and coaching will be provided and 
there is the chance of being entered into a national final.  There are 
hundreds of poems to choose from and plenty of time to practice. 

Spooky Story Slam
As York has been branded the most haunted city in Europe, we thought 
we would celebrate this news with a Spooky Story Slam in the Library.  
We held a competition for spooky poems and stories, and had over 
30 readings to choose from.  So, we set the scene, lit the Library with 
candles and were treated to 13 readings, by 
those brave souls who dare to read out.  We 
were delighted and terrified by sentences 
such as, The mist seemed to be coming 
closer, guttering, choking and devouring 
me, I saw a demon staring into my soul 
with eyes of steel.  Congratulations to all 
our winners who were rewarded with 
prizes of chocolate.  Also, a big thank you 
to our audience who listed carefully all 
lunchtime. 

Year 11 – English Revision Success!
The English department is always looking for ways to encourage 
students to revise independently.  All Year 11 students have a logon for 
PIXLit, which is a phone app that allows students to revise Literature 
texts and to test themselves on plot, characters and themes.  Students 
are awarded points for the number of quizzes they complete and how 
accurate they are.  We are pleased to say that, since September, students 
have accrued over 125,000 points!  The top scorers are: 
 1.   GILROYB – 2616 points
 2.   LIGHTFOOTZ – 521 points
 3.   WILKIEE – 476 points
 4.   HILLI – 460 points
 5.   MACFARLANEP – 440 points
The top scoring English class is 11C1.  Well done to everyone in this class 
who has quizzed!
If you would like to find out more about PIXLit, please email Mrs 
McMurdo (kmcmurdo@archbishopholgates.org).  Your child’s English 
teacher will know their logon and password; please encourage them to 
ask for this if they haven’t already done so.

English Period 6 Timetable
Mocks:  Lang P1 - Fri 29 Nov
GCSE Exams: Lang P1 - 2 Jun Lang P2 - 5 Jun 
  Lit P1 - 13 May Lit P2 - 21 May
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Careers Corner
Last Monday, twenty Year 12 students 
had the opportunity to attend a PIXL6 
Conference, designed to advise students 
on how to get into their first choice 
university.  Situated in the Norman 
Hunter Suite at Elland Road Stadium, 
students were treated to some excellent 
advice from former headteachers and university tutors, on 
how to apply and stand out from their peers.  The most helpful 
points of the day included data on application numbers to 
course placements, debunking myths around Russell Group 
University’s and course selection based on future career plans.  
The speakers informed students on the importance of work 
experience either prior to or during University and how this 
can be just as important as good academic grades.  They were 
also informed of what University life is like and the excellent 
opportunities that await them in terms of extra-curricular 
interests.  We hope everyone found the day useful as they begin 
to think about their university choices next year.

Last Wednesday, Year 8 students, Sophia Matravers and 
Antonia Geldard, entered the York Civic Trust public speaking 
competition.  This was the first time Archbishop Holgate’s 
students had been entered for many years and the girls did 
extremely well securing first place in the competition.  They chose 
the topic of ‘the most significant figures in York’s history are male’ 
and needless to say the girls had very strong opinions on this 
subject, putting in hours of painstaking research in order to give 
a fair representation to York’s most celebrated figures.  Speaking 
for eight minutes on the topic, they were commended for the 
passion and professionalism they showed in their performance.  
The head of the judging panel (which included Darrell Buttery 
MBE, Head judge of the Observer Mace Debating Competition; 
Keith Hayton, ex-Headteacher and trainer of winning teams 
of Northern Region, English Speaking Union competitions 
and Elly Fiorentini, Radio York presenter) said it was the best 
collective of students they had seen awarding the highest marks 
in the history of the competition.  Sophia and Antonia were 
presented with the trophy for first place by the Lord Mayor, who 
commended them on their speech and the maturity in which it 
had been delivered.  They were then invited into BBC Radio York 
the following day to speak about their experience in winning 
the competition and why they had selected their chosen topic.  
Both girls said they thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 
may look to enjoy a career in public speaking when they leave 
school.  Well done to both.  (Mr Avery)

VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School

School Cleaner
Permanent, Part Time - 10 hours per week (full year)

The post is paid the Living Wage - £9.00 per hour
Closing date: Monday 2 December at midnight

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/our-school/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities 
employer, committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 

of children.  Enhanced DBS check will be required

AHS Community Choir
Everyone is welcome to join the Community Choir and 
sing at our Christmas Carol Service in York Minster on 
Wednesday 11 December at 7.30pm.  Rehearsals are held 
in L37 (upstairs in the Sixth Form building) with Miss Moore 
on Tuesday 3 December, 3.25–4.15pm (please sign in at Main School 
Reception on arrival) and Mrs Newton on Wednesday 4 December, from 
6.00–6.45pm in L37 (no need to sign in).  Any questions, please contact 
either Miss Moore or Mrs Newton via: bmoore@archbishopholgates.
org or mnewton@archbishopholgates.org.

Admissions Consultation 2021/22
We are currently consulting on our admission arrangements for 
September 2021.  For more information and to respond to the 
consultation please visit: https://archbishopholgates.academy/
parents/admissions/.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort 
merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for all their 

hard work:

   KS3 French - Jonah Thwaite, 7WNo   
  and Grace Pendlebury, 8BS
   KS4 French - Laura Wilkie, 9EMo
   KS4 German - Evie Hayes, 10ACo
   KS4 Spanish - Elliot Lucquin, 9JRi
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select 
two members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where 
students have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award 
will receive a weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Kiean Watson, 7Mr - For his amazing skills and effort at Bewerley 
Park.  Well done!  Miss Kincell

Evie Scott, 7NTh - For her fantastic attitude and commitment at 
Bewerley Park.  Very impressive!  Miss Kincell

Sophia Matravers, 8MSt - For her amazing achievement, 
winning (with another student) the city-wide presenting 
competition.   Fantastic!  Well done.  Mrs Edmondson

Lottie Langan, 8Kx - For her fabulous achievement, coming 
first, in the recent cross country competition.  Well done!  Mrs 
Edmondson

Theo Barnard, 9LBr - For outstanding support and positive 
influence during the PE Primary Festival.  Mr Brannigan

Hugo Barnard, 9LBr - For outstanding support and positive 
influence during the PE Primary Festival.  Mr Brannigan

Amelie Noble, 10Lp - For her improved positivity and attitude 
to learning are a pleasure to see.  Well done Amelie.  Mrs Avey 

Ellie Bulmer, 11MHo -  For hard work and a really positive 
attitude during the PPE period.  Well done!  Mr Arthur

Josh Reynolds, 11Di - For hard work and a really positive attitude 
during the PPE period.  Well done!  Mr Arthur 

Lucy Leonard, 12Ha - For consistent effort, maturity and high 
performance in her studies.  Mr Charlton 

Oliver Bonarius, 12Ha - For working incredibly hard in all subject 
areas.  Mr Charlton 

Hope Kendall, 13HGa - For being proactive in collecting work 
before her operation.  Mrs De Lashley

Owen Duffin, 13Gl - For consistent effort and maturity towards 
his studies.  Mrs De Lashley 

Rewards and Recognition

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements and events in the community, please email 
jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.

Year 13 Mocks w/c Monday 9 December
These are now fast approaching with a final week of revision left 
before they commence.  Attendance is crucial throughout this 
assessment period as we work hard with students to prepare 
for the exams.  These will be the last chance for students to 
sit exams in the Sport Hall under exam conditions before the 
Summer, so it’s important to approach them as if they were real 
to boost confidence and aid personal and targeted support 
following the release of results.  If you have any questions, do 
please get in touch. Tree Planting

On Wednesday, a group of Year 13 volunteers, led by our Green 
Leaders, helped plant trees donated by the Woodland Trust.  
They have certainly left a lasting legacy for the school and we 
are proud of their efforts to make a difference!

School Fayre Helpers
A huge thank you, in advance, to the keen Student Leaders 
supporting our charitable Christmas Fayre this Friday.  They are 
a valued asset to the event and have a vital role in hosting our 
guest stall holders

Sleep Rough
They are braver than me!  This Friday is our annual Sixth Form 
Sleep Rough when a group of keen Sixth Formers sleep out in 
the spiritual garden to raise money for Carecent.  I hope it stays 
dry! 

Career Ready
This Wednesday we held the first event for our new Year 12 
Career Ready recruits.  They attended a master class at Aviva 
in York and all found the day rewarding and useful supporting 
their future progression plans. 

Business Trip
Year 13 Business students attended a grade-boosting 
workshop in Leeds on Wednesday focusing on personal and 
business finance in preparation for their January exam.  A busy 
and effective trip. 
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8 Basketball (Gyml)
      -   Y7 Beginners&Advanced Swimming
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y9/10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y10/11 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Open Boccia (Studio)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Open Girls’ Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE P6 (Ma6)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Boys’ Fitness Club (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Girls’ Active (Studio)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Boys’ Volleyball (Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Girls’ Volleyball (Gym)
      -   Ultimate Frisbee (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Dance (Studio)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7&8 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   U19 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE, Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Rugby
The Y10 rugby team participated in a 
recent event held at York RI hosted by the 
RFU.  Their conduct and performance was 
excellent throughout.  They won, drew 
and lost one game, but all of them were 
played with the same level of intensity and 
enthusiasm.  Fantastic effort all round.  Huge 
thanks to Mr Norris for managing the team.

Extra-Curricular Programme
Please take a look at the new extra-curricular 
programme.  There are many new clubs this 
half-term as well as some familiar ones.  All 
are welcome!

School PE Kit
As we return from half-term we would like 
to remind parents that all PE kit should be 
clearly named.  If a student misplaces any 
PE kit, this makes it easier to return items to 
their rightful owner.

 
 

OF THE WEEK

Divide:  Division is one of the four basic operations of arithmetic. 
The division of two natural numbers is the process of calculating 
the number of times one number is contained within another.

@AHS_geography:  A sunny 
afternoon, listening to a busker play 
‘here comes the sun’ - in front of the 
Liver Building. Perfect!

Basketball
The U16 basketball team travelled to 
Bootham School last Thursday for their first 
basketball fixture of the season.  Despite 
a good all-round performance, the hosts 
were on excellent form and in the end 
were the clear winners.  The behaviour and 
teamwork on display was great to see.

The Y8 basketball team also took part in 
their very first game of the season at Manor 
School.  Despite a promising start the side 
were unable to get the 
victory, but came away 
with many positives and 
things to work on.  Player 
of the match went to 
Samuel Guarino for his 
tremendous effort off 
the bench.  

Netball
The Y8 netballers were 
playing away against The 
Mount this week in a very 
closely contested league 
game.  AHS were closely 
beaten by 8-7 which is very 
unfortunate, but the students 
played amazingly well.  They 
had an abundance of team 
spirit and passion to win.  Star 
Player, chosen by The Mount, 
goes to Lottie Langan.  Well 
done to all involved. 



Year 8 – Pathway Process 
Our Year 8 students will soon start to consider which subjects they will study within their transition year in 
Year 9 and then into their KS4 studies.  We are keen that students are given as much support and guidance 
as possible as they make these key decisions.  There are certain subjects that all students must study by law 
and the Department for Education makes additional recommendations about some of the other subjects a 
student should study up to the age of 16.  Nationally, each student must study Maths, English Language & 
Literature, Science, Geography or History and, where possible, a Modern Foreign Language.  At Archbishop 
Holgate’s all students will also study RE at GCSE.  However, the school recognises that every child is an 
individual and as such offers different pathways and course combinations to allow all students to be 
successful in their studies at KS4.  Further information regarding the pathways will be provided later in the 
year at the GCSE Pathway Information Evening as outlined below. 
 
The table below summarises the steps that are in place to provide support to parents, carers and students through the option process. 
 

Date Event Purpose/Aim 
5 Dec Year 8 Extended 

Assembly 
Year 8 students will be introduced to the pathway process.  Students will find out about 
all of the subjects available for further study.  During this assembly students will select a 
number of subjects they wish to find more about during the Year 8 Taster Day after 
Christmas. 

28 Jan Year 8 Taster Day Year 8 students will experience a selection of KS4 lessons they are interested in finding 
out more about prior to studying the courses at GCSE.  Within these lessons students will 
also find out about the course content and the assessment structure.  Students will have 
previously selected these courses during the extended assembly on 5 December. 

30 Jan Extended Assembly to 
students and Pathway 
Booklets distributed 

Mr Green-Harding talks to all students about their choices, takes them through each 
subject on offer and highlights how to use the Pathway Booklet. 

3 Feb Year 8 full reports home Reports will give parents and students an indication of the subjects which are strengths. 
5 Feb Year 8 Pathway Evening 

for parents 
Parents and carers are invited to a presentation to explain the process, the pathways 
alongside taking questions before finally meeting subject staff. 

12 Feb Year 8 Parents’ Evening Parents and carers meet their child’s teachers to discuss their progress and sound out 
the potential to take the subject to GCSE standard. 

14 Feb Year 8 Option Form 
deadline 

All option applications must be given to Mr Green-Harding by this date. 

 
In the lead up to the extended assembly on 5 December, you may wish to talk about the subjects you wish your child to pick for the 
taster day.  The subjects available are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will select up to four of these subjects to find out more about them during the taster day.  Depending on the pathway your 
child is placed on they will pick up to three of the subjects listed.  All students will study either Geography or History, most will study 
MFL and then students will choose one other subject. 
 
Year 9 – The Transition Year 
The whole school curriculum has been created to include a transition year in Year 9 which is core to 
facilitating the development and mastery of key skills and knowledge that underpin higher order concepts 
within KS4 teaching alongside character development, curriculum enrichment and opportunity to address 
cultural gaps due to social disadvantage. 
 
As part of the transition year all students in Year 9 will work towards completing the Arts Award through 
their continued engagement to the creative practical based subjects. 
 
Personal development is rooted in the Year 9 curriculum through character and culture lessons, curriculum enrichment 
opportunities, ICT, PSHCE, creative arts and STEM enrichment trips to external organisations/providers across the country. 
 
Formal teaching of GCSE material will commence when students move into Year 10. 
 

GCSE subjects 
MFL 
Geography 
History 
Computer Science 
Art 
Textiles 
Drama 
Music 
PE 

Vocational subjects 
BTEC Business Studies 
BTEC Art & Design - Graphics 
OCR Sport 
BTEC Media 
BTEC Travel and Tourism 
BTEC Engineering 
BTEC Health and Social 
BTEC ICT 
Catering and Hospitality 
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