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Food for Thought
Over the last four weeks our Form Tutor Collective Worship has been 
inspired by material produced by the Archbishop of York’s Youth Trust, 
entitled ‘Voices of Advent’.  This final week, during Form Tutor Collective 
Worship, students have been focussing on the ‘Visiting Wisemen’s 
Story’.  One of the quotes we have spent some time thinking about is:
“When we give cheerfully and accept 
gratefully, everyone is blessed.”  Maya 
Angelou, 20C American poet, writer and 
civil rights activist
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.

Head’s Introduction

Upcoming Events

Fri 20 Dec
Mon 6 Jan
Tue 7 Jan

Wed 22 Jan
Wed 29 Jan
Thu 30 Jan

School finishes at 1.10pm
Staff Training Day (school closed to students)
Students Return
Y11 Parents’ Evening, 3.25-7.15pm, Main Hall
Y13 Parents’ Evening, 3.25-7.15pm, Main Hall
Y11 Success Fair for Parents, 7.00-9.00pm, 
Main Hall

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we approach the end of term I would like to 
wish everyone a happy and safe Christmas and 
New Year.  We look forward to welcoming all 
our students back on Tuesday 7 January 2020.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank students for all their hard work and 
efforts this term.  Well done.

Please find attached a copy of our second Trust Newsletter ‘Pathfinder 
News’, which includes updates and articles from around the Pathfinder 
MAT.

Staff Farewells
As ever, at this time of year, we say goodbye to valued colleagues who 
are moving on to pastures new.  Whilst they will be missed, we look 
forward to welcoming new staff in 2020.  A very special mention to Mrs 
Drummond, our Cleaning Manager, who is retiring after 43 years -  we 
wish her all the very best for the future.

An Inspiring Evening in York Minster
Last Wednesday evening, Archbishop 
Holgate’s School celebrated their annual 
Carol Service in York Minster.  The event 
has grown in recent years to become a 
popular community occasion and one 
of the largest school Carol Services in 
the region.  Over a thousand parents, 
governors, friends of the school and 
members of the public filled the nave 
and aisles of the Cathedral.  Those present heard the Christmas story 
retold through music, drama, bible readings, carols and dance.  This was 
done with a particular focus on the challenges and joys that faced Mary 
and Joseph and how the Christmas story of the one who is The Guiding 
Light.  Over 200 students from Archbishop Holgate’s participated in 
the service as singers, readers, actors, dancers, musicians, ushers and 
technical crew.  The school was also joined by over 175 pupils from nine 
primary schools across York and the East Riding to sing together.  This 
year the Community Choir consisted of parents, governors and staff 
from Archbishop Holgate’s School and others in the Pathfinder Multi 
Academy Trust.

The preacher at the service was the 
Reverend Paul Deo; vicar of Heworth 
Christ Church, a governor at Archbishop 
Holgate’s School and also part of the 
chaplaincy team there.  He read some 
of his favourite carol verses and the 
immense truths they convey and 
concluded by exploring how it could be 

Christmas everyday if we cultivate a relationship with Jesus.  Explaining 
how the baby born in the past, can bring meaning to the present and 
hope for the future.
Richard Nihill, the School’s Chaplain, said: “It is a real privilege to present 
our interpretation of the Christmas story in the beautiful setting of York 
Minster.  We know that for many of the congregation this is their main 
opportunity to reflect on Jesus’ birth.  To have the opportunity to share 
this with over a thousand people is wonderful.  For me the annual Carol 
Service is one of the highlights of the school year and a wonderful 
reflection of our school values.”
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This Week’s 
Main School News

VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Assistant Director of Post-16
Teacher of English
Teacher of Maths
Teacher of MFL

Teacher of Psychology
(Applications close: 15 January at 8.00am)

Casual Exam Invigilator
During internal/external exams throughout the school year

The post is paid £10 per hour
(Applications close: 17 January at midnight)

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities 
employer, committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children.  Enhanced DBS check will be required

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort 
merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for all their 

hard work:

   KS3 French - Alex Fowler, 7Hf
   KS3 German - Thomas Leonard, 7Mr
   KS4 French - Isla Lister, 10SMf
   KS4 German - Evie Hayes, 10ACo and
   George-Gareth White, 10Lp
   KS4 Spanish - Lucie Daniel, 9SRo

Term Dates 2020
Spring Term
Staff Training Day - Mon 6 Jan 2020 (School closed to students)
Students return - Tue 7 Jan 2020
Half Term - 17-21 Feb 2020 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Thu 2 Apr 2020
Staff Training Day - Fri 3 Apr 2020 (School closed to students)

Summer Term
Students return - Mon 20 Apr 2020
May Bank Holiday - Fri 8 May 2020
Half Term - 25-29 May 2020 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Fri 17 Jul 2020
Staff Training Day - Mon 20 Jul 2020 (School closed to students)

Old football shirts!  
A huge thank you for the generosity 
of students, their families and staff 
for donating so many football shirts 
which will be sent with a group of 
Sixth Form students from St Anslem’s 
School, in The Wirral, to St Francis 
School in Makeni.  Sierra Leone is one of the poorest countries in 
the world and children have barely anything.  Each year St Anslem’s 
students take football shirts to give to the children.  The children 
in Makeni are incredibly excited about receiving one, for them, 
a football shirt is an incredible gift.  We have been supporting St 
Anslem's school with this charitable venture because of our strong 
school ethos and charitable work to help others less fortunate 
especially at this time of year. 

Recycling News - Crisp Packet Collection Scheme
A huge thank you to everyone that has saved and 
dropped off their recycling over the year!  Please 
remember to save all your crisp packets & Pringle 
tubes over the festive season! 

History - Christmas Holiday Activity Ideas
Did you know that the York City Walls Trail 
is a fantastic experience and totally free to 
enter?  If you want to escape the house for 
a day, this could be a perfect day out for 
you and your whole family.  Students in 
Year 7, 8 and 9 have been provided with 
information about this.  Rewards will be 

issued for all students who complete the linked activities.  The walls also 
have links to other areas of our school curriculum, such as RE, Art and 
Engineering!

History Film Club
To celebrate the first week back in the Spring 
term, History Film Club returns!  Come along to 
Hi7 at lunchtime on Thursday 9 January for an 
introduction to ‘The Imitation Game’.  Join the 
conversation as we discuss Alan Turing and his 
impact within technology, warfare and LGBT 
rights!  We will evaluate this film both as a critically 
acclaimed piece of cinema and as a widely criticised representation of 
history for its countless historical inaccuracies.  Ultimately, we will ask 
the question of whether this film should be widely praised despite the 
ways in which it bends the truth.

Year 9 – Curriculum
Year 9 students have continued their academic 
journey this year through engaging with the 
transition year.  Within the transition year, 
students develop key skills that underpin higher 
order concepts within future KS4 teaching. 
Personal development is also rooted in the Year 9 curriculum through 
character and culture lessons, curriculum enrichment opportunities, 
ICT, PSHCE and creative arts & STEM enrichment trips to external 
organisations/providers across the country.
Whilst formal teaching of GCSE material will commence when 
students move into Year 10, after the Christmas holidays it will 
no longer be possible to facilitate any changes to the subjects 
that students are currently studying.  If you have any concerns or 
queries please feel free to contact Mr Green-Harding, Deputy Head 
Curriculum.
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The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select two 
members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where students 
have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award will receive a 
weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Adam Knowles, 7NTh - For his contribution to the Minster Carol 
Service, both staff and students have been commenting on how 
wonderful he was.  What bravery and not to mention talent!  Well 
done.  Keep it up.  Miss Kincell
Clementine Ensor, 7Cm - Well done for consistently living the 
school values, always being polite and kind.  Your commitment to 
maximising time at AHS is outstanding, through your lessons, extra-
curricular and an abundance of Bright Sparks opportunities.  Well 
done, keep it up.  Miss Kincell
Abigail Bower, 8Wb - For her wonderful singing and contributions 
during a church service in our community.  Fantastic!
 Mrs Edmondson.
Henry Bate, 8Wb - For his enthusiastic and brilliant singing as part of 
the choir in our school Carol Service in York Minster.  Well done!  Mrs 
Edmondson
Dan Ridden, 9BDu - For his part in the choir and band in our Minster 
Service.  Well done.  Mrs Dugdale
Zach Hindle, 9IMa - For his compassion for those less fortunate.  Well 
done.  Mr Mansfield
Eamon Khaddi, 9BDu -  For his technical support during the Minster 
Carol Service.  Well done.  Mrs Dugdale

Emma Hurst, 10Cr - For looking after a new student and showing a 
strong effort in History.  Well done.  Mrs Avey

Ivy Tegetmeier, 10Lp - For showing a great positive attitude at all 
times.  Real resilience shown when organising work experience.  
Well done.  Mrs Avey

Philip Pegram, 11KHo - For demonstrating the school values and 
having an excellent attitude in form time.  Well done.
Mr Arthur 

Holly Allison, 11Mc - For demonstrating the school values and 
having an excellent attitude in form time.  Well done.  Mr Arthur 

Brad Gilroy, 12Bm -  For showing great enthusiasm in Chemistry! Mr 
Charlton 

Bailey McBride, 12ACt - Bailey has been a great asset to her form 
especially in preparation for RAG Week.  Mr Charlton 

Kennedy Elmer, 13Gl -  For outstanding effort in her coursework and 
prep.  Mrs De Lashley

Tom Hields, 13HGa - For his proactive approach to progress and 
100% effort to support classes.  Mrs De Lashley 

Rewards and Recognition

This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Winter Assessments
On top of all that future planning, our A Level students have just 
finished a gruelling mock exam season and will receive their results 
on Monday 27 January followed by Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 
29 January.  For our BTEC students they will embark on their winter 
external assessments in the first week back after Christmas and 
await their results in March.  Parents’ Evening in January provides 
the perfect opportunity to receive the Plan A and Plan B for your 
child based upon possible outcomes of the winter assessments.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Year 13 is a short, fast and challenging year and this Autumn term 
has been no exception.  Year 13 hit the ground running and are 
heading into the Christmas break tired and deserving.  Year 13 in 
our AHS JOURNEY is about ‘your future’ and although every step 
of the JOURNEY has guided them in making informed decisions 
about their future, this year is about securing those next steps. 

UCAS
Each year approximately 80% of our students choose to go onto Higher 
Education at universities across the country.  Within the Autumn term 
a top priority of the Sixth Form Team, and especially Mr Skelton, our 
UCAS Coordinator, is to support students in applying to their top five 
chosen universities.  This is no easy task.  The applications are detailed 
and students spend a long time preparing personal statements that 
sell their attributes and convince admissions teams of their passion for 
their chosen courses.  We have completed our application process and 
the offers are currently rolling in.  A welcome relief.

Competitive Admissions
A small number of students have aspirations to study at Oxbridge or to 
study Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science.  These students need 
to apply earlier than the main cohort due to the highly competitive 
nature of their application process.  We have increased numbers of 
students this year and we are delighted with the amount of interviews 
they have been juggling alongside entrance exams and school mock 
exams.  They really have to master time management, but they have 
proven themselves and look forward to receiving offers.

Career Ready
Not all of our students want to go onto Higher Education, they 
want to get stuck into the world of work.  For those who are 
most certain about this at the beginning of Year 12, they are 
recruited to the national Career Ready programme.  Our Year 13 
cohort are graduating in January.  They have been assigned a 
mentor throughout the programme, attended masterclasses and 
participated in internships during the Summer of Year 12.  They 
have been prepared well for applying for jobs and advanced level 
apprenticeships and they have made great contacts in the world of 
work.  A great opportunity seized! 

Apprenticeships
A growing number of students year on year are deciding to pursue 
apprenticeships and this recent cohort are no exception.  These 
students are currently looking at advertised apprenticeships to suit 
their interests and for most, have engaged with workshops and 
recruitment days with numerous organisations that have contacted 
us.  Applications should be made around Easter time for the best 
opportunities to start post stand-down and we will continue to 
support with CV writing and proofing applications. 
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Form 
Group

Total quizzes 
taken

Quizzes this 
week Quizzer of the week Top quizzing Form 

this week

8a1 111 1 Grace Pendlebury

8a2 47 1 Evie Price

8a3 22 3 Xander Hudson

8b1 9 - -

8c1 135 11 Dunyasha Dolamulla Well done!

8c2 15 - -

8c3 22 1 Isabel Hobby

8d1 86 3 Abigail Bower

8d2 73 - -

8d3 49 6 Fern Pearson

8d4 33 2 Mazen Abdel Razek

Year 8 Top Form:   Well done to Mr Clements’ class. Good result this 
  week. 

Form 
Group

Total quizzes 
taken

Quizzes this 
week Quizzer of the week Top quizzing Form 

this week

9a1 36 7 Lauren Taylor Well done!

9a2 27 5 Emine Babucheva

9a3 16 1 Michelle Chae

9c1 29 1 Gideon Dean

9c2 15 4 Lucy Fullard

9c3 8 2 Georgina Nowell

9d1 25 2 Elizabeth Middleton

9d2 14 - -

9d3 12 5 Sophie Dobson

9d4 9 1 Noah Metcalfe

9n1 13 - -

Year 9 Top Form:   Well done to Miss Evans’ Y9 class.

Form 
Group

Total quizzes 
taken

Quizzes this 
week Quizzer of the week Top quizzing Form 

this week

7Bl 41 3 Daniel Tilugs

7CAd 57 6 Ronnie Thompson

7Cm 76 1 Rhys Coop

7CMp 137 76 Benjamin Muir Well done!

7Cy 40 - -

7Gr 67 4 Sam Firth

7Hf 98 29 Matthew Lilley

7Hv 56 13 Alyana Veldhizen

7Mr 34 3 Luca Vicari-Lowson

7NTh 86 6 Mirela Iordache

7WNo 95 18 Katheryn Seavers

Accelerated Reader
Top Quizzers of the Week

Year 7 Top Form:   Huge well done to 7CMp this week.  What an outstanding 
  effort!

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate 
our school community.

 OF THE WEEK

Primary Industry:  An industry involved in the extraction and 
collection of natural resources, such as copper and timber, as well 
as by activities such as farming and fishing.  “In developed countries 
primary industry has become more technologically advanced, for 
instance the mechanization of farming as opposed to hand picking 
and planting”

@AHS_geography:  Probabaly 
the most enormous volcano we 
had from Miss Montagu’s class.  
Absolutely brilliant

Ecobricks and our Green Leaders
The AHS Green Leaders have finished the 
Ecobrick tree that was started last school year.  
It has grown ‘leaves’ since a school activity 
when people pledged their green actions 
on how to deal with climate change.  Many 
thanks to those that have donated bottles.  
We are now going to move onto 
other projects and so will not be 
taking in any more Ecobricks.   
Many thanks.

Student Success - Music
Congratulations to the following students:
Oliver Pugh who has passed his Grade 7 Clarinet with Merit.
Ruby Jones who passed her Grade 7 Recorder exam with Distinction.
Eliza Gladstone who has passed her Grade 8 Vocal exam with Distinction.
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y8 Basketball (Gyml)
      -   Y7 Beginners&Advanced Swimming
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y9/10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y10/11 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Open Boccia (Studio)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Open Girls’ Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE P6 (Ma6)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Boys’ Fitness Club (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Girls’ Active (Studio)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Boys’ Volleyball (Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Girls’ Volleyball (Gym)
      -   Ultimate Frisbee (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Dance (Studio)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7&8 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   U19 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE, Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Cricket
The Year 10 girls’ team travelled to Manor 
for a cricket fixture on Monday night.  The 
game finished with a loss by just four 
runs, but this was a keenly contested 
game throughout and was decided on 
the last ball of the game.  For many of the 
team this was the first time playing cricket 
and they played exceptionally well with 
special mention to Sophie Vella who 
scored fifteen runs and retired when she 
was batting and to Chloe Whitwell who 
took four catches whilst fielding.

Polite Reminder
Students will be asked to remove ALL 
jewellery for PE lessons.  This is a health 
and safety precaution and must be 
adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.

Rugby
The Year 7 and 9 rugby teams played 
their last fixture of 2019 against Fulford 
on Monday evening.  On a freezing cold 
night, the boys played hard and it was a 
close contest.  There were plenty of tries 
on the pitches and both teams showed 
determination and resilience.  Looking 
forward to the new year when we have 
more tournaments lined up.

Year 8 Super 8’s Competition
As part of the Year 8’s Super 8 competition, 
the PE department have been very 
kindly donated sports merchandise 
and memorabilia by Mr Allcock.  Several 
winners were picked from the year 
group for their commitment to PE and 
Sport.  Lottie Langan and Louis Rank 
received the top awards scooping up two 
Tottenham Hotspur football shirts.  A big 
well done to all those involved in extra-
curricular sport this year.

Football
The Year 7 girls’ football team competed 
in a regional tournament at ROKO in 
freezing temperatures on Wednesday 
night.  The team played extremely well, 
with some very good football at times, 
finishing fourth place in the tournament.  
They started the tournament with two 
fantastic performances which resulted in 
4-0 and 3-0 wins.  Star players for the team 
were Abbie Atkinson and Grace Scott. 


