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Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective Worship students have been 
focussing on ‘Resolutions’, looking at the common resolutions people 
make and how they might make alternative resolutions to benefit 
others.  One of the quotes we have spent some time thinking about is:
“I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.”  The Bible,  Jeremiah 29:11.
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.

Head’s Introduction

Upcoming Events

Wed 22 Jan
Wed 29 Jan
Thu 30 Jan

Y11 Parents’ Evening, 3.25-7.15pm, Main Hall
Y13 Parents’ Evening, 3.25-7.15pm, Main Hall
Y11 Success Fair for Parents, 7.00-9.00pm, 
Main Hall

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to start this first Newsletter of 2020 
by wishing everyone a Happy New Year.  As we 
start this new term, it’s very important that all 
students get off to the very best start.  Below is 
a reminder of key staff to contact.  There is also 
the AHS Feedback Tab on the school’s website 
for your comments and questions which come 
straight to myself and Mr Furniss and we will 

endeavour to reply within 24 hours of receiving it.
     Heads of Year:   Deputy Heads:
     Year 7 - Miss Kincell  Pastoral Care - Mr Furniss
     Year 8 - Mrs Edmondson  Curriculum - Mr Green-Harding
     Year 9 - Miss Turvey  Achievement - Miss McDermott
     Year 10 - Mrs Avey
     Year 11 - Mr Arthur
     Year 12 - Mr Charlton
     Year 13 - Mrs De Lashley

New Staff
We welcome the following new members of staff to Archbishop 
Holgate’s:
 Mrs Robertson - Teacher of RE
 Mr Scott - Student Support
 Mr Wells - Estates & Facilities Manager

Archbishop Holgate’s School Association
All parents and carers are invited to join us at the next meeting of the 
AHSA on Wednesday 29 January, starting at 7.00pm in the Sixth Form 
Cafe.  For more details please contact Mrs Robinson (krobinson@
archbishopholgates.org).

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Before Christmas to mark the halfway point of training for students 
completing the Silver Award, the group took part games designed 
to get them solving puzzles and obstacles as a team.  This involved 
nominating leaders to take their blindfolded team around an obstacle 
course and to see who could build the highest tower of shoes in the 
quickest time.  Excellent work Silvers.  (Mr Sheridan)

Term Dates 2020
Spring Term
Staff Training Day - Mon 6 Jan 2020 (School closed to students)
Students return - Tue 7 Jan 2020
Half Term - 17-21 Feb 2020 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Thu 2 Apr 2020
Staff Training Day - Fri 3 Apr 2020 (School closed to students)

Summer Term
Students return - Mon 20 Apr 2020
May Bank Holiday - Fri 8 May 2020
Half Term - 25-29 May 2020 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Fri 17 Jul 2020
Staff Training Day - Mon 20 Jul 2020 (School closed to students)
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Message from Head of Year 7
I would like to welcome back Year 7 after what I hope 
has been a restful and revitalising Christmas break. 
The new decade brings new opportunities, new 
challenges and the next steps in the Year 7 Journey 
here at Archbishop Holgate’s  I would like to take a 
moment for reflection, focusing on the previous 
term.  For each student this meant something 
different, but for all this was a significant transitional 
period.  Some students have joined us from primary schools on their own, 
some have joined us from abroad and some students attended their first 
ever residential trip.  However, whatever the step was for each child, I am 
tremendously proud of the journey all students have thus far embarked 
upon and how they have joined in our school community.  Students have 
joined in with their friends socially, contributed in their lessons or joined in 
with extra-curricular opportunities. 
Now students have had a full term to see the variety of exciting extra-
curricular opportunities available, I urge them to join a new club.  This is 
an excellent opportunity to make new friends, learn new skills or just have 
fun.  It is expected that each student attends at least one extra-curricular 
club per week, this is signed in their planners so this may be monitored 
by their form tutors.  Students can attend a different club each week, 
could be at trampolining one week and MFL film club the next.  It’s our 
ultimate aim that each student can flourish and live their life to the full.  In 
order to fulfil this, the range of extra-curricular clubs is extensive.  There 
are curriculum-based clubs such as science experiments and history film 
club, a very varied and accessible physical education programme as well 
as recreational clubs such as retro gaming or Warhammer.  There really is 
something for everyone and a place to meet like-minded students.  We 
encourage students to attend as many clubs as possible, students who 
have attended the most clubs each term will be rewarded.
As well as school-led extra-curricular, we encourage students to develop 
their independent learning, as well as foster their intellectual curiosity.  
We do this through our Bright Sparks Challenges.  These intentionally sit 
aside from the curriculum and encompass wide ranging topics as well as 
techniques.  Meaning an entry could be about philosophy or football, yet 
hold equal weight.  Similarly, an essay, model, drawing or poem would 
have entirely equal merit.  Students choose up to 3 challenges and 
complete the work in any format they wish, winners will receive a £10 
gift voucher and breakfast with Mr Daly.  Please see this term’s menu of 
activities:

We encourage all students to take part and either delve further 
into a subject they are passionate about or take the opportunity to 
enlighten themselves with a new challenge.  Congratulations to our 
first winners of the Bright Sparks Challenge: George Horner (7Bl), 
Declan Childs (7Gr) and Erin Barratt (7CAd).
At Archbishop Holgate’s we have a commitment to ensuring career 
development and aspirations as an integral part of the curriculum 
are invaluable in supporting students’ journey through school.  This 
begins in Year 7 with our first STEM Day in February.  Students will be 
introduced to and engaged by a variety of professionals in the fields 
of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.  STEM education 
creates critical thinkers, increases science literacy and enables the 
next generation of innovators.  What an exciting addition to the term 
and to begin the students’ journey of career development.
There are so many ways in which each and every student can excel 
and thrive in Year 7, we encourage students to join in as many 
ways as possible to thoroughly make the most of their Archbishop 
Holgate’s Journey.
I am excited to see all of the new experiences this new year and term 
brings and I am certain Year 7 will continue to make me proud.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
myself or the Pastoral Support Worker, Mrs Stead, via main reception.   
(Miss Kincell)

History Film Club
Students are invited to come along and take 
part in our History Film Club as we watch 
and analyse the critically acclaimed movie, 
‘The Imitation Game’.  The next session takes 
place on Thursday 16 January after school in 
Hi7.  Even if you have not attended a session 
before, please feel welcome to take part as we 
start the movie this week!
Join the conversation as we discuss Alan Turing and his impact within 
technology, warfare and LGBT rights!  We will evaluate this film both 
as a critically acclaimed piece of cinema and as a widely criticised 
representation of history for its countless historical inaccuracies.  
Ultimately, we will ask the question of whether this film should be 
widely praised despite the ways in which it bends the truth.

Cuba 2020
Hola a todos!  The biennial AHS 
International Trip to beautiful, historic, 
vibrant Cuba is coming ever closer and the 
excitement amongst staff and students is 
growing every day.  But don’t despair if 
you missed out initially, two places on this 

trip of a lifetime have become available.  If you’re able to join this trip 
to experience this fascinating and dynamic country, please speak 
to Mr Dodson for further details on how to book your place.  Adiós 
amigos.

News from the Music Department
Congratulations to George Horner (Year 7) who recently passed his 
Grade 5 Singing exam.
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements and events in the community, please email 
jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.

This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

 
 

OF THE WEEK

KS4 Book of the Half Term
Well done to everyone who read our first KS4 Book of 
the Half Term, ‘The Woman In Black’.  All English teachers 
have copies of the KS4 Book of the Half Term in their 
classrooms so if your child would like to read it, they just 
have to ask.

Presenting our KS4 Book of the Half Term for spring 1:  
John Steinbeck's ‘Of Mice and Men’ - one of the best 
loved novellas of all time.  We are sure many parents 
will have enjoyed studying this in school for their 
GCSEs!  Two migrant workers - small, shrewd George 
and huge, simple-minded Lennie - get work on a 
Californian ranch, planning to raise enough money to 
get a place of their own and live off the land.  But can 
George save his childlike, bull-strong friend from getting into trouble?  
Set in the harsh depression years of 1930s America, this is a powerfully 
moving story of friendship and a dream that is tested to its limits.

Workskills Group Visit to Castle Howard 
Christmas Lights
Just before Christmas Workskills students 
organised and attended Castle Howard to 
visit the house and the amazingly decorated 
rooms. The theme was harlequin and was 
very impressive, each room was different 
and the decorations were truly beautiful.  
The weather was cold, but was a beautifully 
bright winter day.  There was opportunity to walk around the grounds 
and go down to park area, which was great fun.  All in all it was a super 
day which the group enjoyed very much.

History - Christmas Holiday Activity
The History Department were delighted with 
the interest shown by KS3 students regarding 
this local opportunity.  For those who have visited 
the City Walls and completed the questionnaire, 
don’t forget to hand it in to their History teacher 
to receive a certificate and reward. 

Composition:  In the visual arts, composition is the placement 
or arrangement of visual elements or 'ingredients' in a work of art, 
as distinct from the subject.  “Any element of the painting which 
limits the viewers roving eye is bad composition.”

@AHSChaplaincy:  Beautiful 
rendition of Silent Night by 
@AHSYork Academy Choir 
during our Christmas services. 
@music_ahs @DioceseOfYork

Year 11 Sixth Form Applications
We will be sending acceptance letters home in the coming weeks 
to our Year 11 students who have applied to Sixth Form.  If you 
have any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Happy New Year!
Happy New Year to all.  It’s been a busy week for some with the start 
of external BTEC assessments, but students have come back with an 
excellent approach to learning.  They have worked hard and been 
very organised.  Best of luck to for the remaining assessments.

Year 13 Mock Results Timeline 
Year 13 will receive their mock results on Monday 27 January following 
an assembly during Period 1.  They will then have an opportunity in 
the remainder of the day to have a 1-2-1 meeting with their Form 
Tutor to reflect on their performance and devise a plan of support 
moving forward. 

Year 13 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 29 January is Year 13 Parents’ Evening following the mock 
results being released on Monday 27 January.  This is an opportunity 
for parents to establish what plans have been made to help support 
Year 13 over the remaining hurdle before the Summer exams.  
Appointments will start to be made next week.  Please do get in touch 
if your son/daughter does not have a letter. 

Year 12 Mocks
Year 12 mock exams will take place w/c 20 January.  It is a 
rigorous process, but one which will work to establish what 
support is needed and to commend the hard work that has been 
demonstrated during the Winter term.  When results are released 
they will be followed by a parents’ evening (further information to 
follow). 
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English Period 6 Timetable & GCSE Exams:

VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Assistant Director of Post-16
Teacher of English
Teacher of Maths
Teacher of MFL

Teacher of Psychology
(Applications close: 15 January at 8.00am)

Casual Exam Invigilator
During internal/external exams throughout the school year

The post is paid £10 per hour
(Applications close: 17 January at midnight)

School Cleaner
Permanent, Part Time (20 hpw), Full Year

The post is paid £9 per hour
(Applications close: 20 January at midnight)

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities 
employer, committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children.  Enhanced DBS check will be required

Science Revision
Science Period 6 revision continues this week.  We would like as many 
students as possible to attend.  The lessons will be bespoke to each 
students’ tier of entry and will address the key concepts to be examined 
in the paper, please encourage your child to attend.  Students should 
check the rooming notice in Science for their course (Trilogy/Triple) 
and their tier of entry (Foundation/Higher) as well as the notices each 
Wednesday morning.  The schedule is below:
• Staff - Lv (F), Ob (H), Wa and  Da (Tr)
• Subject – Biology: Enzymes and Digestion
• Rooming - Sc 1, 2, 4, 5
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Polite Reminder
Students will be asked to remove ALL 
jewellery for PE lessons.  This is a health 
and safety precaution and must be 
adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.

Extra-Curricular Programme
This half term’s new extra-curricular programme officially starts Monday 13 January and we would like to see as many students attend as 
possible.  There are lots of different activities offered for each year group during lunchtimes and after school.
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School Show - Rehearsals


