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Values – Care – Achievement

Thursday 16 January 2020

Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective Worship students have been 
focussing on the theme of ‘Wisdom’, looking at how the Wise Men 
showed deep insight into who Jesus was and the wisdom of living 
out our school values.  One of the quotes we have spent some time 
thinking about is:
“If any of you needs wisdom, you should 
ask God for it.  God is generous.  He enjoys 
giving to all people, so God will give you 
wisdom.”  The Bible, James 1:v15.
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Head’s Introduction

Upcoming Events

Wed 22 Jan
Wed 29 Jan

Thu 30 Jan

Mon 3 Feb
Wed 12 Feb

Fri 14 Feb

Y11 Parents’ Evening, 3.25-7.15pm, Main Hall
Y13 Parents’ Evening, 3.25-7.15pm, Main Hall
AHS Association Meeting, 7.00pm, SF Cafe
Y11 Success Fair for Parents, 7.00-9.00pm, 
Main Hall
Y9  Vaccinations
Y8 Parents’ Evening, 3.25-7.30pm, Main Hall
Non-Uniform Day for Royal British Legion & 
Water Aid

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Dear Parents and Carers,
I look forward to seeing Year 11 families at 
Parents’ Evening next Wednesday, 22 January.  
This is an important opportunity to meet 
teachers to discuss the outcomes from mock 
exams and the extra support and intervention 
available for students, including attending the 
Period 6 sessions.  If you are unable to attend, 
please contact Mr Arthur or Mr Deamer.

Message from Head of Year 8
What does the noun ‘opportunities’ mean to you?
The dictionary definition is as follows: a good position, 
chance, or prospect, for advancement, success or to 
attain a goal.  That is exactly why the journey through 
Year 8 is so important and why I remind the students 
weekly of how lucky we are here at Archbishop 
Holgate’s to have so many opportunities open 
to us to help us achieve our aspirations.  In our 
first collective worship after the Christmas break, I 
reminded students that it was ‘back to business’.  I 
explored key figures from the past and present who 
exemplify exactly what taking opportunities looks 
like, taking inspiration from Walt Disney (sacked from 
his first job for lacking creativity) and from the Actor 
Will Smith whose motto was that ‘Hard work beats talent when talent 
doesn’t work hard’!  Both of which highlighted the notion of taking every 
opportunity that comes your way in order to lead a fulfilled life and achieve 
your potential.

It really is this sense of fulfilment I want each and every child to feel by 
the time they finish this part of the school Journey in July.  At the start of 
the academic year, I shared 10 key opportunities with the year group and 
challenged them to immerse themselves in as many as they could.   Many 
have!  Over half the year group have already taken a student leadership 
role: acting as a Year 7 buddy in September; others were fantastic ‘Open 
Evening’ guides; some continue to represent the school at sporting fixtures 
and many others attend the wide range of extra-curricular activities on 
offer each week.  The opportunities are vast and this also applies to the 
many academic choices open to Year 8 currently as they approach the 
options process.  Part of the Year 8 adventure is deepening a love and 
interest in specific subjects and areas of learning, and soon the students will 
get the chance to make those choices and to carve their own pathway of 
opportunity as they progress.
Miss Clark (Year 8 pastoral support) and myself will continue throughout 
the year to encourage and nurture our Year 8 students to develop a mind-
set which is open and welcoming to the opportunities we have around us 
and that the principles of John 10:10, that each student ‘should have life 
and live it to the full’, are real and applicable to every single child.  
(Mrs Edmondson)
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This Week’s 
Main School News

News from the Music Department
Congratulations to the following students:
Alex Beale (7Gr) who passed his Grade 4 Clarinet with Distinction.
Gideon Dean (9RMe) for passing his Grade 3 Jazz Saxophone and his 
sister, Imogen Dean (7Cm), who passed her Grade 4 Violin.

Term Dates
Spring Term 2020
Half Term - 17-21 Feb 2020 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Thu 2 Apr 2020
Staff Training Day - Fri 3 Apr 2020 (School closed to students)
Summer Term 2020
Students return - Mon 20 Apr 2020
May Bank Holiday - Fri 8 May 2020
Half Term - 25-29 May 2020 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Fri 17 Jul 2020
Staff Training Day - Mon 20 Jul 2020 (School closed to students)
Autumn Term 2020
Staff Training Day - Mon 7 Sept 2020 (School closed to students)
Students return - Tue 8 Sept 2020
Staff Training Day - Date to be confirmed (School closed to students)
Half Term - 26-30 Oct 2020 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Fri 18 Dec 2020
Spring Term 2021
Staff Training Day - Mon 4 Jan 2021 (School closed to students)
Students return - Tue 5 Jan 2021
Half Term - 15-19 Feb 2021 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Fri 26 Mar 2021
Summer Term 2021
Staff Training Day - Mon 12 Apr 2021 (School closed to students)
Students return - Tue 13 Apr 2021
May Bank Holiday - Mon 3 May 2021
Half Term - 31 May – 4 Jun 2021 (inclusive)
Term Ends - Fri 23 Jul 2021
Staff Training Day - 26 Jul 2021 (School closed to students)

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an Effort 
merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for all their 

hard work:

              KS3 French - Betsy Greenway, 8MSt and
              George Horner, 7Bl
              KS3 German - Jonah Thwaite, 7WNo
              KS4 French - Livvy Peel, 9IMa
              KS4 German - Grace Meillam, 9RGi
              KS4 Spanish - Wiktoria Kwiecinska, 10DCl

Year 11 - Revision Guides
Revision Guides will be available to purchase during Year 11 Parents’ 
Evening next Wednesday, 22 January.  We will only be able to accept 
cash payments.  If your child is Pupil Premium, these guides will be free.  
Alternatively, the guides may be purchased through WisePay in the 
normal way.

Religious Studies (9-1)    £5.00
Religious Studies (9-1) Pocket Size   £3.00
AQA GCSE Geography    £5.50
ICT Computer Science    £5.00
AQA Spanish Rev guide & Work book   £5.00
AQA French Rev guide & workbook   £5.00
AQA German rev guide & workbook   £5.00
Spanish Grammar & Translation   £6.00
French Grammar & Translation   £6.00
German Grammar & Translation    £6.00
Mathematics Higher    £2.85
Mathematics Foundation    £2.85
Maths workbook Higher    £2.50
Maths workbook Foundation   £2.50
Further Maths rev guide    £3.25

Science Revision
Science Period 6 revision continues this week.  We would like as many 
students as possible to attend.  The lessons will be bespoke to each 
students’ tier of entry and will address the key concepts to be examined 
in the paper, please encourage your child to attend.  Students should 
check the rooming notice in Science for their course (Trilogy/Triple) 
and their tier of entry (Foundation/Higher) as well as the notices each 
Wednesday morning.  The schedule is below:
• Staff - Lv (F), Ob (H), Wa and  Da (Tr)
• Subject – Biology: Enzymes and Digestion
• Rooming - Sc 1, 2, 4, 5

Science week 2020 - Can you help?
If any parents work in a scientific field and are able 
to come into school during Science Week 2020 (9-
13 March) to run workshops or deliver talks, please 
contact the Science department via: reception@
archbishopholgates.org.  Thank you. 
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Update from Head of Year 11
May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy New Year, it is 
great to see Year 11 return with purpose ready for the ‘Next Steps’ of their 
journey through Year 11.  Before Christmas, Year 11 students completed 
their PPEs (Pre-Public Exams) and their results will be given to them in 
a special Result’s Assembly during the morning of Monday 20 January.  
This will allow students to reflect on their performance and bespoke 
intervention plans will be put in place for those that need them.
On Wednesday 22 January, there is the first Parents’ Evening of the Year 
for Year 11.  This is an excellent opportunity for parents and students 
to speak to staff for specific feedback and targets moving forward to 
ensure success.  I hope to see as many of you there as possible, please 
ensure your child is present at these appointments, as it is crucial that 
they hear these messages first-hand.  Please do contact the school if you 
are unable to attend, either via text, email, or through your child.
Further to this, there will be a Year 11 Success Fayre on the evening of 
Thursday 30 January.  This will give you, as parents, the opportunity to 
come into school and speak to staff about the specific requirements of 
each course your child studies and how you can support your children as 
they prepare for their exams in the future.  The event will run from 6.00- 
7.30pm and include information on revision techniques, managing 
exam stress, mindfulness, healthy habits, support for more able students 
and how to approach exams in English, Maths and Science.
Based on the feedback that is given from the Parents’ Evening and the 
Success Fayre, students will undergo another series of PPEs, but this time 
only in their core subjects of English, Maths and Science.  These exams 
will commence from Monday 10 February.
As part of the programme we offer to support students in the build up 
to Additional PPEs and the Period 6 Programme will officially start again 
from Monday 20 January.  As a reminder, the timetable of sessions is as 
follows…

Monday Maths

Tuesday Geography, History, Computing, MFL and all other options 
subjects (no longer on a two-week rotation)

Wednesday Science

Thursday English

Friday Open choice of subjects

These are taught sessions across the full range of subjects, and students 
should be taking advantage of this to supplement their revision as much 
as possible.  Students will be strongly advised to attend these by subject 
teachers or the pastoral team based on the outcome of the November/
December PPE results.
Please can I take this opportunity to remind parents to encourage their 
child to be in school every day – 100% attendance makes a significant 
difference to their chance of success.  Furthermore, please can any 
routine dental or medical appointments be scheduled outside the 
school day wherever possible. 
As well as the wealth of opportunities open to students, we as a school 
and as a pastoral team are mindful of the pressure some of our students 
put themselves under during this year.  We are keen that students are 
supported, both at school and at home, to do their very best. A great 
example of this is Miss Gavin’s continuing programme of Enrichment, 
and this half-term the focus will be on Yoga.  This will be once a week on
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different nights, and will be raised in Year 11 assembly each week to 
let students know where and when it will be.  If your child is interested, 
please encourage them to put their name down for a place each week 
in L32. 
Should concerns be raised about the effort levels of a student from 
their results, additional support will be put in place by the school.  
A meeting with parents will be scheduled to flag up concerns in 
advance and a plan of action will be put in place to help your child to 
be successful.
As I have previously mentioned, we are very proud of the provision 
developed to support KS4 students through their GCSE and BTEC 
examinations and hope they will benefit from the support that has 
been put in place.  I am confident that support from home and support 
from school will allow Year 11 students to realise their potential and I 
do hope students take lessons from their PPE results and work hard 
to remedy any problems they have encountered.  Alongside myself 
and the Year 11 tutor team, parents can also contact Mr Deamer 
(Pastoral Support Worker); Ms Hirst (Pastoral Support Worker) and 
Miss McDermott, as the Deputy Head in charge of student progress, 
with any concerns or feedback they wish to share about the support 
in place for Year 11.  (Mr Arthur)

Year 8 Taster Day 
Year 8 students will soon start to consider which subjects they will 
study within their transition year in Year 9 and beyond.  We are keen 
that the young people in Year 8 are given as much support and 
guidance as they make these decisions. 

On Tuesday 28 January, all Year 8 students will take part in a ‘Taster 
Day’.  Prior to the Christmas holidays Year 8 students had an extended 
assembly to inform them of the option subjects that are available 
to them next year.  All students have picked subjects that they are 
interested in finding out more about prior to selecting their options and 
will ‘try’ the subject during  the taster day.  There are four taster sessions 
that will run from period 1 to 4 in which students will experience a KS4 
lesson for the subject selected.  Alongside this, students will also find 
out about the course content and the assessment structure.  Morning 
registration, period 4 and afternoon registration will all run as normal. 
Other upcoming key events for Year 8 students and parents include:
     •   Thursday 30 January  –  Year 8 extended assembly
     •   Monday 3 February  -  Year 8 full reports sent home
     •   Wednesday 5 February  –  Year 8 pathway evening
     •   Wednesday 12 February  –  Year 8 parents’ evening
     •   Friday 14 February  –  Year 8 options deadline
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements and events in the community, please email 
jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.

This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

The Gold Award  -  At Archbishop Holgate’s, we truly value hard work and effort.  Each week, Heads of Year select 
two members of their year group to appear on the “Wall of Excellence” reflecting exceptional work and effort where 
students have done something extra special in lessons or in the wider life of the school.  Winners of the Gold Award 
will receive a weekly prize.  The following students have been awarded the Gold Award.

Evie Calvert, 7Hv - Well done to Evie for always living the school 
values.  You are always polite and kind to both staff and peers.  
Keep it up, Miss Kincell
Harry Scott. 7CMp - Well done to Harry for always having excellent 
manners.  You really represent the values of the school and show 
compassion and justice to both staff and your peers.  Keep it up, 
Miss Kincell
Charlie Wilson, 8Gs - For his exceptional progress and achievement 
in a recent History assessment.  Well done!
Mrs Edmondson
Annabel Moat, 8BMo - For her outstanding effort with whole 
school reading homework, completing additional tasks to a 
fantastic standard.  Well done!  Mrs Edmondson
Ben Rowan, 9LBr - For exemplifying school values in attitude to 
learning and social time.  Miss Turvey
Aiden Sadd, 9LBr - For exemplifying school values in their attitude 
to learning and social time.  Miss Turvey
Klaudia Romanska, 10Cr - For perseverance and punctuality across 
the Autumn term.  Well done.  Miss Avey

Aiden Hooten, 10Lp - Great work in Maths with real effort put 
into assessments and homework.  Well done.  Miss Avey
Ella Doyle, 11Wa -  For working extremely hard in recent 
weeks.  Really well done!  Mr Arthur

Dan Mercer, 12ALa - For his enormous help with stalls during 
the lead up to RAG Week.  Mr Charlton

Kayleigh Gayles, 12ALa - Kayleigh was a great help in the lead 
up to RAG Week, gave up lots of time and was a key driver in 
our stall.  Mr Charlton 

Hope Kendall, 13HGa - Hope has worked really hard to catch-
up on missed work/exams and has prepared well for current 
exams.  Mrs De Lashley 

Katie Astle, 13BKi - Katie has worked really hard to catch-up on 
missed work/exams and has prepared well for current exams. 
Mrs De Lashley 

Rewards and Recognition

Lanyards
We would appreciate support in ensuring your sons/daughters 
comply with safeguarding protocol in school and wear lanyards as 
the alternative to school uniform.  We regularly have to make new 
orders for lanyards because so many of our students forget them 
and have a small collection growing at home.

GCSE Maths and English Resit Results
Today saw GCSE resit results.  Please do get in touch if you wish for 
any further information regarding the results. 

Year 13 Competitive Admissions Success
We are delighted to congratulate many of our competitive 
admissions applicants this year on receiving offers following their 
recent interviews.  It is extremely competitive to get onto such 
academic and demanding courses and certainly at Oxford and 
Cambridge, we are so proud of their achievements.  Equally it is a 
great achievement to be invited to interview in the first place!  Well 
done all applicants – now keep on going, not long until you are 
there! 

Year 13 Parents’ Evening
Please be reminded that Parents’ Evening is on Wednesday 29 
January following Year 13 Mock Results being distributed on 
Monday 27 January.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you 
are unsure about appointments. 

Year 12 Mocks 
Reminder:  Mock exams start on Monday 20 January.  It is a rigorous 
process, but one which works to establish what support is needed 
and to commend the hard work that has been demonstrated over 
the Winter term.  When results are released, they will be followed by 
a Parents’ Evening (further information to follow). 

Year 11 Sixth Form Applications
It was wonderful to welcome so many lovely Year 11 students from 
across the city this week for our External Taster Days.  They got stuck 
in and our existing students were a great support, welcoming them 
and helping them around school.  We will be sending acceptance 
letters home to our internal Year 11 students that have applied to 
Sixth Form.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any 
questions.
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Form 
Group

Total quizzes 
taken

Quizzes this 
week Quizzer of the week Top quizzing Form 

this week

8a1 114 3 Freddie Fenwick

8a2 47 - -

8a3 24 2 Kilian Feehan

8b1 9 - -

8c1 148 13 Trixie Hudson Well done!

8c2 18 3 Ben Pomfrett

8c3 25 3 Daniella Oldenburg

8d1 87 1 Cara Munzer

8d2 75 1 Cassie Staines

8d3 55 6 Meisha Dougherty

8d4 33 - -

Year 8 Top Form:  Well done Mr Clements’ class. Some great reading 
  over Christmas. 

Form 
Group

Total quizzes 
taken

Quizzes this 
week Quizzer of the week Top quizzing Form 

this week

9a1 38 2 Henry Lucas

9a2 30 3 Mark Lam Well done!

9a3 16 - -

9c1 31 2 Chloe Rouse

9c2 15 - -

9c3 9 1 -

9d1 25 - -

9d2 14 - -

9d3 13 1 Matthew Waites

9d4 10 1 Noah Metcalfe

9n1 13 - -

Year 9 Top Form:   Miss Adams’ class were the most successful readers over 
  Christmas, but every class needs to be reading more 
  regularly. 

Form 
Group

Total quizzes 
taken

Quizzes this 
week Quizzer of the week Top quizzing Form 

this week

7Bl 43 2 George Horner

7CAd 57 - -

7Cm 78 - -

7CMp 150 13 Benjamin Muir Well done!

7Cy 42 2 Keeley Carter

7Gr 68 1 Abigail Bowling

7Hf 105 7 Luke Richardson

7Hv 56 - -

7Mr 36 2 Luca Vicari-Lowson

7NTh 97 11 Mirela Iordache

7WNo 95 - -

Accelerated Reader
Top Quizzers of the Week
Year 7 Top Form:   Great effort from Mr McPaul’s form. 

KS3 Spring update
What are students studying in English this term?
Year 7:  

Year 8: 
 

Year 9: 

 
 

OF THE WEEK

Wahlfach:  “Meine Schule fordert, dass ich ein Wahlfach aus der 
Liste wähle.”  = My school requires me to pick an option subject 
from the list  This word is particularly relevant for Year 8 at the 
moment, who are undertaking the options process as part of 
their ‘OPPORTUNITIES’ school journey·

@AHSart3:   We are back and have 
some great work to celebrate. Work 
of the week by Leah Strickland, 
Emma Walton and Maia Green.
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VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Casual Exam Invigilator
During internal/external exams throughout the school year

The post is paid £10 per hour
(Applications close: 17 January at midnight)

School Cleaner
Permanent, Part Time (20 hpw), Full Year

The post is paid £9 per hour
(Applications close: 20 January at midnight)

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities 
employer, committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children.  Enhanced DBS check will be required

English Period 6 Timetable & GCSE Exams:

Maths Equipment Reminder
A reminder that all students should bring a Scientific 
calculator to every Maths lesson.  This term’s weekly 
homeworks will also require students to use a pair of 
compasses and a protractor. These are all available to buy 
from Main Reception (Protractor=10p, Compasses=60p, 
Calculator=£7.50).
Students are welcome to come and do their homework in 

Ma1 during lunchtimes, where we will loan them any equipment they 
need.

Science events - Gravity Jet Powered Suits 
and Stargazing
The following are events are hosted by St Peter’s School, York
Gravity Jet Powered Suits:  Thursday 30 January, 7.00pm - A talk from 
Alex Wilson, one of the Gravity Pilots and Head of Electronics.  about the 
design process for these amazing suits.
Stargazing:   Wednesday 5 February - York Astronomical Society and a 
Science Exhibition with Cosmodome from 5.30pm, followed by a talk 
from Simon Goodwin about the search for Aliens at 7.30pm.
For more information please visit:  www.stpetersyork.org.uk/public_
lectures, email: events@stpetersyork.org.uk or phone 01904 527322.
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Polite Reminder
Students will be asked to remove ALL 
jewellery for PE lessons.  This is a health 
and safety precaution and must be 
adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.

Extra-Curricular Programme
This half term’s extra-curricular 
programme officially started this Monday.  
We would like to see as many students 
attend as possible.  There a number of 
different activities for each year group on 
offer during lunchtimes and after school.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Girls’ Basketball (Sports Hall)
      -   Ultimate Frisbee (Sports Hall)
      -   Y10/11 Basketball (Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y9/10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Boys’ Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y8 Girls’ Fitness Club (Fitness Suite)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Open Girls’ Football (Sports Hall/Gym)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE P6 (Ma6)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Boys’ Volleyball (Gym)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Girls’ Volleyball (Gym)
      -   Y8 Boys’ Fitness Club (Fitness Suite)
      -   Trampolining & Badminton (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Dance (Studio)
      FIXTURES (3.15-6.00pm) tbc

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.45pm)
      -   Y7&8 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   U19 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y9/10/11 Exam PE, Homework & 
      Catch up Session (Ma6)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15pm)
      -   Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Basketball
Year 9 boys competed in their first 
basketball fixture of the season against 
Joseph Rowntree on Tuesday night.  
They came up against a very strong side 
which has been unbeaten this season and 
matched them throughout, but ultimately 
falling to a 28-14 defeat.  There were many 
promising signs from the team with the 
work rate and skill on offer.  Star players for 
the team were Veli Arif and Yousef Thamer.

Netball
The Year 8 netball students were playing 
away at Huntington this week.  A very 
closely contested match against the B 
team with a draw of 3–3.  Star player Lily 
Davies for her work as a centre.
The A team were unfortunate and lost 
their match, but they were up against 
tough opposition.  Star player Rosie 
Davies.  Well done to all the ladies that 
took part.
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School Show - Rehearsals


