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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Values – Care – Achievement

School Newsletter 379
Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

We’ve nearly finished three successful weeks back at school and it has been great to see how much staff and students 
have enjoyed getting back to school life.  I have spoken a lot recently about the measures taken to ensure the school is a 
safe environment and it has been good to see extra-curricular activities begin again and additional catch-up lessons for 
students commence.  It is really important, even in these challenging times, to try to give our young people as much a 
sense of normality and as full a school experience as possible.

In addition to this newsletter, in my normal Headteacher’s Bulletin on Monday, parents will receive an additional 
correspondence tomorrow addressing all things attendance.   This will include details from the NHS in terms of their test and trace procedures and 
a reminder of good attendance at school.  Of course, children should not come to school if they are displaying the three key Coronavirus symptoms, 
but if this is not the case, we would really encourage families to send their children to school. 

Please see below our invitation to the school’s Virtual Open Evening.  We are working very hard to ensure this is a wonderful interactive experience.

Andrew Daly

Thursday 24 September 2020

www.archbishopholgates.academy
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This Week’s 
Main School News

Message from Head of Year 8
It is my pleasure to welcome Year 8 back for 
another year at Archbishop Holgate’s School.  I 
feel privileged to be their new Head of Year and 
I want to take this opportunity to thank Miss 
Kincell and Miss Greenhalgh for their excellent 
work in welcoming the year group to the 
school and helping them settle.  Myself and Mr 
Deamer (our Pastoral Support Worker) are very 
much looking forward to getting to know the 
year group as the weeks and months progress.
Of course, whilst it is certainly exciting to 
get back into the classroom and find some 
semblance of normality, these are difficult 
times we are all living through at the moment.  
Staff and students alike are trying to get to grips 
with the structures of a new school day, with 
the routines of handwashing, sanitising and 
socially distancing.  Despite this, we endeavour 
to ensure the experience for students across the school is as normal as 
possible.  We will be unveiling the extra-curricular timetable for the term, 
and whilst the activities on offer may be more limited than in normal 
circumstances, there are still a wide variety of activities for Year 8 students 
to get involved with.  As ‘Opportunities’ are the key focus for Year 8 in the 
‘AHS Journey’, I would hope that students from across the year group will 
be trying to involve themselves in as many of these activities as possible.
With the routines of the new school day in mind, we as a school feel it 
important to continually reflect and make adjustments as part of this 
rapidly developing situation.  We strive to ensure that we are in-line with 
or exceeding national and local guidance.  Therefore, the decision has 
been taken that students must now wear face masks around school 
in-between lessons in certain contexts.  For Year 8 in particular, this will 
mean they will wear their face masks on the RE and MFL corridors when 
they are moving between lessons, when they are walking through 
school on the way to and returning from break and lunch, and anywhere 
inside the building where it is difficult to socially distance.  We feel it is 
the responsibility of all students and staff to keep one another safe 
and mitigate risk, and we will be making sure all students are wearing 
their masks in these circumstances from now onwards.  If you have any 
questions regarding this matter specifically, please contact me via email: 
aarthur@archbishopholgates.org.
With regard to Year 8 being successful on their return to school, this first 
half-term we are focussing on the fundamentals to ensure students 
make the most of their time in school.  At present, the basic expectations 
of Year 8 students are five-fold:
1.  Attending school
2.  Arriving to school on time
3.  Wearing the correct uniform
4.  Behaving and working hard in lessons
5.  Completing homework
Even during the context of our current predicament, attendance at 
school is crucial.  If your child has lower than 95% attendance, this means 
that they are attending school less than the average child across the 
country.  We understand that during these present circumstances, issues 
surrounding Coronavirus supersede attendance at school.  If your child 
or any of your family display the symptoms of a new and continuous 
cough, a high temperature or a loss of taste or smell, the priority is to stay
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home and ensure you are tested. However, beyond these exceptions, 
we strongly encourage that students are in school and making good 
progress.  We do have the Student Support Room for students to use 
if they are feeling unwell, for one hour, at the start of the day if they 
need to get themselves settled, but we would very much appreciate 
your support to ensure your child is in school as much as possible to 
give them the best chance of future success.  Further to this, we fully 
understand that there are appointments that cannot be moved, 
or emergencies that mean a child may have to take some time off 
school.  However, wherever possible, please can non-emergency 
appointments be made outside of school time, or ensure that students 
return to school in the afternoon if their appointment is in the morning 
(or vice versa).
As the new Head of Year 8, it has been excellent to see how students 
continue to live the school’s values of Justice, Compassion, Forgiveness 
and Trust into being every single day.  Four students in particular over 
the last two weeks have been recognised for this with the weekly 
Head of Year Award and they are Beth Ravilious (8NAm), Logan Palmer 
(8KMd), Rose Walmsley (8Pi) and Reuben Stockdale (8KMd).  These 
individuals have made an excellent start to the year, with a positive 
attitude and lots of resilience.  A very well done to you all – a £5 Amazon 
Gift Card will be on its way shortly.
Another key focus for Year 8 as they reacclimatise to the school routine 
will be completion of homework.  Staff are working hard to ensure 
all measures have been taken to make homework meaningful and 
accessible.  Non-completion of homework will result in an after school 
detention the following day, and I very much hope that Year 8 will set 
the standard for making sure homework is completed consistently 
and to the best of their ability.  Homework Club will also be running for 
Year 8 in the Year 7 Library after school for any student that is struggling 
to complete homework and needs extra support.
Finally, it is also worth considering that Year 8 carries added significance 
as this is the time when GCSE options will be selected; a very important 
process that will require a lot of thought, reflection and discussion.  
In December, more information about the process will be given to 
students, and there will be an opportunity for parents, in February, 
to find out more about different courses on offer to ensure your child 
makes the right decision for them.  What form this will take will be 
dependent on the circumstances of the time, but as a school we will 
strive to ensure you have all the information necessary to make an 
informed decision about your child’s options.  Furthermore, students 
will have the opportunity to take part in ‘Taster Sessions’ across different 
subjects to give them more of an idea of what they will be studying, 
and how lessons will be different when studying for their GCSEs.  Whilst 
the documentation and conversations with teachers should provide 
you with a great deal of information to make an informed decision, it 
would be useful for students to bear options in mind even from this 
point and begin to ask questions about subjects they are interested in 
taking.  If anyone has any questions, please do get in touch with myself, 
or ask subject teachers for more information about the courses they 
offer.
If you have any issues regarding your child in Year 8 that you wish 
for me to be aware of, please do get in contact with me via aarthur@
archbishopholgates.org.
It’s been a strong start for Year 8 so far in very trying circumstances – 
long may this continue!
Mr Arthur and Mr Deamer
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Assistant Head: Acting Director of Post 16, Mr Williams
I’d like to start the week with a thank you to all Sixth Formers and their families.  It has been excellent to see how quickly 
students have adapted to wearing face coverings in the Sixth Form bubbles.  Students have supported us in these 
difficult times and have continued to work together as a community.  We hope this continues. 
Despite the challenges we are all currently facing, life is able to continue almost as normal in the Sixth Form Centre.  The 
AHS journey is embedding well into each year group.   Year 12s have started to explore different “examples to follow” 
through their weekly transition programme in form time.  They have also enjoyed the whole school “cultural roadmap” 
and the various virtual enrichment opportunities we are highlighting.  Year 13 are making excellent progress as they 
reflect upon “Your future”.  They are reflecting upon the strengths and weaknesses of their first year of Post 16 study 
(which undoubtedly was a challenge) whilst busily researching their next steps.  Our collective worship this week has focused on various 
social skills, including “Healthy Relationships” in Year 12 and “Workplace conflict” in Year 13. 
Each week I will try to reflect upon the week whilst flagging up various opportunities and information for parents.  If you have any questions 
or suggestions about what we can further do to support your child in Sixth Form, please get in touch. 

Increased social spaces and catering facilities 
To help students socially distance during social times in the Sixth Form, we have increased our social spaces to include a range of classrooms, 
as well as the Library, Café and Resource Centre.  Students should continue to spread themselves out across these spaces.  They should also 
wear face masks at all time during break and lunchtimes. 
Sixth Form also have a brand new catering space.  The Year 11 Café is open, exclusively, to Year 12 and 13 during Sixth Form breaks and 
lunchtimes.  Refurbished over the summer, this is a beautiful space with plenty of hot and cold food options available.  We encourage all 
students to check it out! 

Discretionary Funding
If you have not yet done so, please apply for our discretionary funding.  We can use this funding to buy a range of things for your children, 
including a personal Chromebook.  This fund is accessible to students whose households annual income is £35,000 or below and can be 
used to pay for a range of educational costs, e.g. transport to universities, books, contributions to course trips, etc.  An application pack is 
available from Mrs Walton in the Sixth Form or email: swalton@archbishopholgates.org. 

Year 11 IAG Day / Year 12 &13 Home Study Day
As previously mentioned, Friday 16 October will be our Year 11 Information and Guidance Day.  This is an important opportunity for Year 11 
to sample Sixth Form life.  To facilitate this, Year 12 and 13 will be studying at home on this day, accessing all work through Google Classroom. 

Head of Year 12, Miss Cox
We’re really looking forward to another positive week in Sixth Form.  We have a key focus on mindfulness this week, 
looking at the positives that can be found in every negative – starting in the refection of positive news stories to 
come out of lockdown, looking at how we can have a positive mindset and building mindfulness with sessions 
focussed on breathing and listening.  A big  thank you to students for following the guidance on Covid safety.  Great 
to see some healthy competition with the University Challenge.  A few highlights from lessons: Psychology students 
are building their application skills, Business study students have adapted well to preparing for their assignments 
and the additional training on the use of Google Classroom is going well. 
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Career Ready 
Students will be receiving more information on the Career Ready Programme this week in form time.  This is a really beneficial programme 
for students unsure on their future aspirations and those confident they’d prefer a different route than university – it entails local employers; 
providing mentoring sessions, delivering masterclasses and offering workplace visits, work experience and internships.  For more information 
visit www.careerready.org.uk.  There’s 60 places available to Sixth Form students across York.  The deadline to register interest is November 
– interested students should ask Form Tutors to email Miss Cox. 

Virtual Work Experience Opportunity
Unfortunately, the current Year 13 were unable to take part in work experience at the end of Year 12.  However, a fantastic opportunity 
has arisen.  The Career Ready programme have put together an alternative programme for Year 13, offering virtual work experience over 
October half term.  Places are limited so please see the Sixth Form team if your child is interested. 
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Head of Year 13, Mr Charlton
Year 13 are well on their way with UCAS.  The competitive entries deadline internally is 25 September to ensure we have 
enough time to support and develop individual applications as needed.  Further to this, all other students are currently 
busy working on the UCAS statements.  We have summarised the dates below for your information. 
Our Thursday form times are dedicated to UCAS and progression planning.  Students are offered detailed and personal 
advice on how to write an effective UCAS personal statement, how to identify the best courses for them and general 
preparation exercises for university level study.  Students not applying to university are also offered alternative 
guidance regarding apprenticeship and other opportunities. 
We will update you each week with key information, but if you have any questions or issues, please do get in contact. 

Deadlines & Timescales
There are different dates to be aware of when making an application and waiting for decisions from your chosen universities and colleges.  
The application deadlines below specify the dates when UCAS need to receive applications.
Timetable for 2021 applications
8 September 2020  - 2021 entry applications can be sent to UCAS.
25 September 2020 - Archbishop Holgate’s internal deadline for submission of competitive university applications (competitive).
1 October 2020  - External deadline for receipt at UCAS of applications to the Conservatoires to reach UCAS.
15 October 2020  - External deadline for receipt at UCAS of applications to the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge, and all with 
      choices for courses in medicine, dentistry, and veterinary medicine/science to reach UCAS.
13 November 2020 - Archbishop Holgate’s internal deadline for submission of university applications (non-competitive).
15 January 2021  - Entry deadline for the majority of undergraduate courses.  Applications received after 15 January date will be 
      classed as late and not considered until all “on time” applications have been processed.
25 February 2021  - UCAS Extra opens.  If you have been unsuccessful in securing a place at university, you can continue to apply 
      for one additional course at a time until you receive an offer. For advice & guidance on UCAS Extra please 
      speak with the Sixth Form Team.
31 March 2021  - If UCAS receive your application by 15 January, the universities and colleges should aim to have sent you their 
     decisions by this date (but they can take longer).
5 May 2021  - If you receive all offers from your universities/colleges by 31st  March, you need to reply to any offers by this 
     date (unless you are applying through Extra). If UCAS do not receive your replies, your offers will automatically 
     be declined.
6 May 2021  - If you applied by 15 January and are waiting for decisions, universities and colleges need to send UCAS their 
     decisions by this date.  If they don’t, UCAS will make any outstanding choices unsuccessful on their behalf.
3 June 2021  - If UCAS receive all decisions from your universities/colleges by 6 May, you need to reply to any offers by this 
     date (unless you are applying through Extra). If UCAS do not receive your replies, they will decline your offers 
     on your behalf.
17 June 2021  - If UCAS receive all decisions from your universities or colleges by 3rd June, you need to reply to any offers by 
     this date (unless you are applying through Extra). If UCAS do not receive your replies, they will decline the offers 
   on your behalf.
30 June 2021  - Latest date to submit an application. If you send your application to us by this date, we will send it to your 
     chosen universities and colleges. If we receive your application after this date, you’ll be entered into Clearing.
4 July 2021  - Last date to apply through UCAS Extra.
12 August 2021  - A level and Advanced Diploma results are published and the full Clearing vacancy information service starts.  
     UCAS Adjustment also opens for registration. For advice & guidance on Clearing & Adjustment, please speak 
     to the Sixth Form Team.
31 August 2021  - UCAS Adjustment closes.
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VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School

School Cleaner
15 hours per week, 3.30-6.30pm, Full Year

Required as soon as possible
£9.00 per hour

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, 
committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

OF THE WEEK 
 

Superfluous:  
Unnecessary, especially through being more than enough.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

     KS3 French – Sharanyo Mazumdar, 8WBn
     KS3 German – Jonah Thwaite, 8Pl
     KS3 Spanish - Zaki Traboulsi, 7Cm
     KS4 French – Robyn Darwin, 11Hm
     KS4 German – Ashleigh Lightfoot, 10JLi
     KS4Spanish – Alika Estabrooks, 9Hu

Breakfast Club
The school’s Breakfast Club is available for Year 7-11 students, each day 
in the Main School Hall, 7.45-8.30am, all students are welcome and 
social bubbles maintained.
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Election of Parent Governor
Ballot papers have been sent home with students this week.  Please 
complete the ballot form and return in the envelopes provided by 
10.30am on Tuesday 29 September.

Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective Worship students have been 
focussing their morning reflection on the theme of ‘Yesterday, Today 
and Tomorrow’ and is inspired by a quote by Eleanor Roosevelt.  Our 
daily quotes are linked to the theme of ‘LIving in the Present’: 
“So, do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will take care of itself.  Each day has 
its own troubles.”  Jesus; Gospel of Matthew, 
Ch 6
To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight 
to your phone or other electronic device sign 
up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Geography Eco Club
Geography is excited to announce it is starting a brand new club for 
Year 8 students to look at all things eco!
We are looking for students who are passionate about making a 
positive impact on the environment and want students to lead from 
the front bringing their own inspirational ideas on how we can make 
change at home, in school and in the wider community. 
We are currently just offering this to Year 8 to keep our bubbles at school 
safe, but will be a great opportunity to get involved and create some 
inspiring change. 
Tuesday’s at 3.10pm in PE1, starting 6 October.

Extra Curricular Timetable
We are very proud of our commitment to providing a wide-ranging 
and varied Extra Curricular Programme here at Archbishop’s.  
Understandably, our usual timetable has had to be reduced due to 
Covid-19 for the Autumn Term at least.  The timetable, included in this 
Newsletter, details what we can safely offer before half-term – we hope 
to add more activities from November onwards.  We will continue to 
revise and refresh the programme throughout the year and ensure 
both students and parents/carers are kept informed about what’s on 
offer.

Stationery Price List
The following items of stationery  are available from main Reception:

Pens (black/blue/red) - 15p
Pencil - 10p

Pencil Sharpener - 20p
Rubber - 10p

Ruler (small / large) - 10p / 20p
Compass - 60p
Protractor - 10p

Exam-ready clear pencil case - £1.00
Yellow highlighter - 50p

4 pack of highlighters - £1.50
12 pack of felt tip pens - £1.50

Spiral bound revision cards (50) - £1.50
Calculators (Casio Scientific, recommended for GCSE) - £10.00

School ties are also available - £7.00

Year 11 Bronze DofE Participants 
Please continue to work towards completing your 
volunteering, physical and volunteering sections.  
There are lots of things that you are still able to do, 
despite the current restrictions.  If you need any 
advice then speak to Mr Goldsmith or Mr Sheridan.  
You can also find lots of useful advice on the DofE 
website: https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference.  
Good luck!

Another great @ArtsAward @music_
ahs lesson today, this week looking 
at the brilliant @beepboxco - so 
fun to use and some amazing work 
produced this afternoon! #creativity 
#artsaward #beepbox #makingmusic
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Music in the Curriculum
Music continues to play an important part in the curriculum at Archbishop Holgate’s and we will ensure that our students continue to encounter, 
engage with and make music as much as possible in their timetabled music lessons.  We are fortunate to be able to use the IT suites for Year 8 
students to compose music using different software and our GCSE and A Level music students are able to use our specialist Music rooms to perform 
and compose music.
Instrumental and Vocal Lessons 
I’m delighted that we have been able to welcome our Visiting Instrumental and Vocal Tutors back into school for face to face lessons this term.   
New arrangements have been developed to ensure the risks in relation to Covid-19 are minimised and we have taken into account the latest 
Government, Music Mark and ISM guidance on the minimum safe distance for performing and singing.  Please email Mrs Morrison via cmorrison@
archbishopholgates.org for details of lessons available. 
Extra-Curricular Music 
I am delighted that we are able to offer a range of Musical opportunities for students to take part in after school this term even though it is not yet 
possible to re-launch the usual breadth and scale of our extra-curricular music-making in larger ensembles.  As you will appreciate, so many of our 
ensembles are made up from multiple year groups, and as such, are not permitted.  We have put special measures in place so that students and 
teachers can perform and create music in a safe environment.  
All music sessions will be within year group ‘bubbles’.  Please note, there are limited places available for the Music Technology Club, but we will rotate 
students if there is a high demand.  Students should sign up for this activity through their form tutor.  All other activities are open to larger numbers 
and are all very welcome.
During lockdown, music maintained its online presence through various virtual projects, including our ‘Virtual Summer Concert’ in which many 
students from all year groups submitted videos of themselves performing a solo or group piece with their family as part of a compilation video.  I’d 
like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who took part in the concert.  The videos are still available to view on YouTube.  Many students also took 
part in the Thursday evening ‘Clap for the NHS’ and performed music each week for their community.
I would like to say ‘well done’ to all the students who took Music Grade Exams during lockdown – there were many successes.  In particular, I’d like to 
mention two A Level Music students, Mari Nixon (Voice) and Josh Carr (Drums) who both passed their Grade 8 Performance Exam with Distinction. 
It is our plan to keep encouraging students to make music individually and online.  There will be further information about our next ‘Virtual’ project 
in the coming weeks.



 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements and events in the community, please email 
jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.

PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 must arrive at school in their PE 
kit. 

Cricket
Former GCSE PE student, Grace Hall, made 
her Yorkshire Women’s First Team debut 
on Sunday, playing at Harrogate CC v 
Scotland Women.  Only one game of the 
two T20s completed due to the weather, 
but as always, she showed her skill levels 
and commitment.  Keep up the good 
work Grace!

York City Knights Ladies
York City Knights Ladies are restarting on 
17 September.
Following RFL guidance on the start of 
training again and with the prospect of 
being able to play games on the horizon, 
York City Knights Ladies are pleased 
to announce that sessions will be re-
starting.  As before, these sessions are for 
girls aged 11 to 16.
Sessions run alongside the Sky Try 
school’s curriculum delivery with more 
sessions planned in schools as part of 
the Rugby League World Cup 2021 
event celebrations.
The Girls’ sessions are open to all, free of 
charge and the aim is to have fun and 
improve all players regardless of ability 
or experience.
When:  Thursday evenings
Time:  6.30-7.30pm
Where: York St John University Sports 
 Park, Haxby Road, YO31 8TA
Who For: This is for players who are aged 
 11 to 16
Contact: Adam Prentis
Tel: 01904 876527
Email:  a.prentis@yorkcityknights.com

 Extra-Curricular PE
We have decided to run a Year 7 
Extra-Curricular Programme for the 
rest of this half term.  In ‘normal’ times, 
we would offer an extensive extra-
curricular programme to all year 
groups, but after much deliberation we 
have decided to give Year 7 students a 
few weeks to access these clubs to help 
them transition into secondary school 
life.  We will review the Extra-Curricular 
Programme at half term with the hope 
of adding other year group activities.  
Thank you for your understanding and 
patience at this time.
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