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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.
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Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective Worship students have been 
focussing their morning reflection on the theme of ‘Fighting for Justice’ 
and is inspired by the life and work of Simon Wiesenthal..  Our daily 
quotes are linked to one of our school values - Justice: 
“Peace is not the absence of war, but the presence of justice.”  
Albert Einstein; German-born theoretical 
physicist
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Dear Parents and Carers,

A reminder to parents that our Virtual Open 
Evening takes place on Wednesday 7 October.  
To register to take part in our Live Sessions 
please scan the QR code below.

Parent Governor - Election Outcome
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all four candidates for 
putting themselves forward to join the school’s Local Governing 
Committee.  Ballot papers have been counted and Mrs Middleton will 
now join the LGC as a Parent Governor with immediate effect.  The 
role of a governor is a real challenge and parent governors are really 
valuable in providing a parental perspective on the school and its 
values, direction and performance.

Andrew Daly

Upcoming Events

Wed 7 Oct

Fri 16 Oct
Tue 20 Oct
Wed 21 Oct
26-30 Oct

Training Day (school closed to students)
Virtual Open Evening
Y11 Information & Guidance Day
School Photographs - Y7,8,9,10,12
Y7 Virtual Form Tutor Evening
Half Term 

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

     KS3 French – Jimmy Hendon, 8Di
     KS3 German – Loic Clegg, 7Mr
     KS3 Spanish - Edward Smith, 7Gr
     KS4 French – Ben Anderson, 11Hm
     KS4 German – Elliot Ewen, 10ERo
     KS4Spanish – Sophie Frizzell, 11ACo

Silver Arts Award
It’s been a busy few weeks for Year 9 students embarking on their Silver 
Arts Award journey!  There has been some incredibly creative things 
happening all over school in DT, Art, Food Tech, Music and MFL with 
lots of amazing work being produced!  Students are having great fun 
and it’s been a great experience for all involved so far!  Follow us on 
Twitter @AHSArtsAward to find out what students are getting up to! 
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This Week’s 
Main School News
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remind parents that if your child’s attendance record is below 95%, they 
are attending school less than the average child across the country.   
In this uncertain time it is understandable that parents may want to 
keep students at home at the sign of a slight cough or cold, but we need 
to keep in mind the three main symptoms of Covid-19: a new and dry 
continuous cough, a high temperature and a loss of taste and smell.  If 
your child exhibits these symptoms, please ensure you keep them at 
home and get a test as soon as possible.  However, where a student’s 
symptoms do not fit this profile, we would encourage parents to make 
sure their children are in school so they do not miss out on invaluable 
time in education. 
One of the exciting new opportunities that has presented itself this 
year is the ‘Character and Culture’ lessons as part of the Arts Award.  
As the first school (and year group) to ever take part in this nationally 
recognised qualification, Year 9 really are trailblazers!  I have been excited 
to pop in and see the students take part in these lessons, which offers 
a chance to continue studying a subject they may have had to leave 
behind after options.  Students will rotate subjects every half term, with 
the opportunity to study Music, Food Technology, Design Technology, 
Languages and Art.  I have been really pleased to see the students 
respond to these lessons very well and embrace the opportunity to take 
part in lessons that are designed to be engaging and educational.  
Another new and exciting development for Year 9 this year is the 
decision to put homework on Google Classroom.  The benefits of this are 
many, but the real quality is the communication students can have with 
teachers and the excellent resources provided.  The students themselves 
seem to have embraced this well, delighted that they no longer have to 
worry about excessive sheets of paper with their homework!  However, 
like any change, we have seen some challenges develop in terms of 
logging onto Google Classroom and accessing IT equipment.  We are 
working hard to overcome the issue of logging into Google Classroom 
accounts with the vast majority of students now ready to go.  Should 
your child still be experiencing a few issues with this, please contact me.  
Also, should your child not have access to a computer at home, I would 
recommend the school purchase scheme, where students are given 
a laptop which is paid for over a period of time.  If this solution is not 
suitable, then Homework Club is available on Monday-Thursday for Year 
9 students in IT2.
As the new Head of Year 9, it has been excellent to see how students 
continue to live the school’s values of Justice, Compassion, Forgiveness 
and Trust into being every day.  This has been the main focus of our Acts 
of Collective Worship each week, with the most recent focussing on 
being kind and positive with each other.  In Year 9, our school journey 
focuses on ‘Understanding Ourselves and Other People’ and with this 
in mind I have challenged Year 9 to do something kind for somebody 
else over the next few weeks, and in return ask them to pass on that act 
of kindness to another person.  By doing this, I hope to continue the 
positive atmosphere in the year group, while supporting each other 
through these difficult times. 
If you have any issues regarding your child in Year 9 that you wish me to 
be aware of, please do get in contact via: navery@archbishopholgates.
org. 
It’s been a very strong start for Year 9 so far– long may this continue!
Mr Avery and Miss Clark

Message from Head of Year 9
It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome 
back Year 9 for another year at Archbishop 
Holgate’s.  I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Mrs Edmondson for leading the year 
group so expertly for the last few years, and I 
am delighted we still have Miss Clark (Pastoral 
Support Worker) for some much needed 
continuity.  I have been delighted with the 
start Year 9 have made on returning to school, 
and I am confident this will continue as we 
progress into the Autumn term.
One of the most pleasing aspects of the return 
to school, is how well students have adapted 
to the new measures we have in place to 
reduce the risk of Covid-19.  Students have 
responded well to being in their ‘bubble’, with 
many commenting how much easier it is to 
get to lessons when they are just next door!  I 
am really proud of the way Year 9 students have taken to washing and 
sanitising their hands regularly, especially before break and lunchtime.  
This remains the most effective way of keeping ourselves and each other 
free of the virus.  With the new routines of the school day in mind, we, 
as a school, feel it important to continually reflect and adjust as part of 
this rapidly developing situation.  We strive to ensure that we are in-line 
with or exceeding national and local guidance.  Therefore, the decision 
has been taken that students must now wear facemasks around school 
between lessons in certain contexts.  For Year 9 in particular, this will 
mean they will wear their facemasks in the History and Technology 
corridors when moving between lessons, when they are walking 
through the school on the way to and returning from break and lunch, 
and anywhere inside the building where it is difficult to socially distance
Despite the obvious changes to the school routine, we strive to continue 
providing the best opportunities and education for our students.  The 
extra-curricular timetable is now available for students, and despite the 
reduced number of clubs running after school, I sincerely hope Year 9 
make the most of this opportunity. 
With regard to Year 9 being successful on their return to school, this first 
half-term we are focussing on the fundamentals to ensure students 
make the most of their time in school.  At present, the basic expectations 
on Year 9 students are five-fold:
 1.   Attending school
 2.   Arriving to school on time
 3.   Wearing the correct uniform
 4.   Behaving and working hard in lessons
 5.   Completing homework
It has been fantastic to see students respond to these simple targets 
and return to their lessons so enthusiastically, with many admitting (all 
be it quietly!) to me that they missed their teacher-led lessons during 
lockdown.  Many of the year group seem eager to make up for lost time, 
and I have lost count of the number of teachers full of praise for their 
positivity and maturity towards lessons.  Well done everyone and keep 
it up!
Despite this incredible start, I confess I find myself a little concerned with 
the attendance of the year group since returning.  I would like to politely 
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Assistant Head: Acting Director of Post 16, Mr Williams
Key date reminders: 
Wednesday 6 October -  Staff training day.  Students should work from home on this day. 
Friday 16 October - Year 11 IAG Day.  Year 11 will take over the Sixth Form to experience life as a Sixth Former.  Year 12 and 
13 will be studying at home on this day. 
Wednesday 11 November - Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening.  Further details to follow. 
Attendance:  Thank you for your ongoing support to ensure students can safely be in school.  Please continue to follow 
the school guidelines regarding when a student should or should not be at home.  If your child has a new dry, persistent 
cough, high temperature and/or loss of taste and smell, please keep them at home.  If they have the symptoms of a normal cold, they 
should attend school.  

Wellbeing mornings:  It has been fantastic to see so many students arriving at 8.30 to spend extra time in 
form time.  Each day they have a particular focus, from Mindful Monday to Feel good Friday!  This week, 
students considered the benefit of travel in “Wonderful Wednesday”.
Enrichment Opportunities - We have spaces for Year 12 and 13 students to sign up for personal music lessons 
in a range of subjects.  It is never too late to learn!  If your child is interested, they should collect a letter from 
Mrs Walton. 
Creative subjects - UCAS are running an online EXPO for creative subjects.  This will be of interest to lots of 
Year 12 and 13 students who are either exploring possibilities for university or finalising Year 13 applications.  
Check out the link below and engage with over 90 different universities who will offer insight into a range 

of courses many students might never have considered before.  They will also offer lots of general student advice and wellbeing tips.  https://
www.ucas.com/events/ucas-virtual-expo-creative-subjects-376186
Mental Health Support  - York Mind offer a range of support for individual students’ wellbeing.  Any young person aged between 11-25 
struggling with emotions can access the mental health drop-in by texting 07483167931.  They will receive a reply within 48 hours, to arrange 
a call or text chat based upon their preference within a week.  This is a self-referral service.  If students need further support with their mental 
health or wellbeing in school, they should speak to the Sixth Form team who will be able to offer support or signpost   Please get in contact 
if you have any questions or concerns.
Mr Mike Williams, Director of Sixth Form

Head of Year 12, Miss Cox
Year 12 continue to impress teachers with their work.  Of particular 
importance is the completion of homework and maintaining the highest 
standards for independent work.  Students should continue to maximise 
their free periods.  This time should be used for further reading around a 
subject, development of specific skills, revisions and corrections or extra 
time to complete homework to the best standards. 
Teacher ‘Shout Outs’ - A huge well done to Miss Harper’s and Mr Bryan’s 
RE class for a fantastic start to A Level and some brilliant first essays!  To 

Ariadne Wright from Miss Harper, ‘Well done for this amazing piece of homework!’ and from 
Mr Nicholson, ‘Check out the quality of this drawing!’ 
Miss Alex Cox, Head of Year 12 

Head of Year 13, Mr Charlton
Year 13 Updates and Opportunities - It is excellent to see students working so hard on their progression plans.  Year 13 is all 
about “Your Future” and students are pro actively seeking opportunities.  Please see the various opportunities which can 
be accessed remotely to support your child, whether they are considering university or apprenticeships after university. 

A reminder about the upcoming UK University & Apprenticeship Search Virtual Fair on 
Wednesday 14 October, 12.00-6.00pm.  The event is free, will feature over 80 universities, 
colleges and apprenticeship providers and is open to students in Year 11-13.  Students will 
need to register themselves for the event, please visit: https://ukunisearch-east.vfairs.com

Our autumn term activities can be viewed via: https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/blog/post/autumn-activities
Virtual Regional Events - Autumn events will be taking place virtually, allowing students from Year 11-13 to explore their post-18 
options from the safety of school or home.  Students will be able to visit exhibition stands and chat to representatives from a wide range of 
universities including Russell Group, red brick, modern and specialist universities, along with local and national apprenticeship providers and 
colleges.  There will also be 10 live webinars on a wide range of topics such as UCAS personal statements and apprenticeships, followed by Q&A 
sessions.  To find out more visit: https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/blog/post/autumn-activities.  
Event Dates: 14 October, 12.00-6.00pm - East of England, East Midlands and Yorkshire and the Humber
  21 October, 12.00-6.00pm - South West, West Midlands, and Wales
  4 November, 12.00-6.00pm - London, South East, and the Home Counties
  11 November, 12.00-6.00pm - North-East and North-West England, Scotland, and Northern Ireland
Mr Martin Charlton, Head of Year 13 
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OF THE WEEK 
 

Liberal:  Adjective - Willing to respect or accept behaviour 
or opinions different from one’s own; open to new ideas; 
favourable to or respectful of individual rights and freedoms

Online Payment System
School uses a payment system called WisePay so that parents can pay 
online for school meals, uniform and trips.
The system offers significant benefits to parents:
   •  Payments can be made when school is closed
   •  Safe and Secure
   •  Own private account history available at anytime
   •  Balances can be viewed 24/7
   •  Quick and easy way to find information
   •  No more searching for cash or your child having to carry large sums 
       of money into school
   •  All major credit and debit cards accepted
Frequently asked questions:
Who are WisePay?  WisePay is a secure online payment service that 
allows parents and carers (and extended family members), to make 
payments to the school using their debit or credit cards.  The WisePay 
service operates in hundreds of schools, academies and colleges 
across the UK.  The company has been in business for over 20 years.
What are the advantages of using WisePay?  Using your debit/credit 
card, payments to school can be made conveniently from home, office 
or anywhere that has an internet connection.  Payments can be made 
24/7.  You do not have to wait until school is open and do not have to 
write cheques or find cash.  Furthermore, at any time you can see your 
payment history in your "Wise Account".  Additionally, you can track 
every transaction that you make - again 24/7.  Your Wise Account also 
allows you to see your balance at anytime.  This is particularly useful 
for, say, a school trip that you are paying on instalments or for meal 
balances.  You no longer have to call school to ask about your balance 
or wait for a statement to arrive - you can see this information anytime 
at your convenience.
What happens to my money?  All money that you pay goes directly 
and immediately to the school's bank account.  WisePay does not take 
or hold any of your money at all.
Is WisePay easy to use?  WisePay is extremely easy to use.  It's visual and 
simple instructions are very quick and easy to follow, even for anyone 
who has never made an online payment or purchase before.
What credit or debit cards can I use?  Payments to school through 
WisePay can be made with all well known credit or debit cards.  All 
cards that you would use in any high street stores can be used.
Is my payment and the payment site secure?  Yes, all pages viewed on 
WisePay are encrypted using a Secure Socket Layer (SSL) session.
Who can see my card details?  Neither WisePay or the school can see 
or has access to any card details.  Your card details are never stored by 
WisePay or the school.
Will I get a receipt for my payment?  Yes, you will automatically receive a 
receipt directly to your email address for every payment made.
How do I view my transactions?  Once logged  in to your account, you 
can access your "Wise Account".  Just click on the "Wise Account" tab on 
the top right of the screen.  From here you will see all your transaction 
history, view food and drink balances (if relevant) and change some of 
your account details, such as email address or telephone number.  You 
can also change your password from here.
If you have any questions about WisePay please email: finance@
archbishopholgates.org

Careers Corner
York College Virtual Open Events:
Tue 13 Oct, 5.30- 8.00pm, online  bookings 
open
Wed 11 Nov, 5.30-8.00pm, online
Sat 21 Nov, 10.00am-12.30pm, online
Thu 11 Feb, 5.30-8.00pm, York College
Mon 21 Jun, 5.30-8.00pm, York College
Please check York College Open Events page for any updates.
If you have any questions, contact the Schools Liaison Team via: 
info4schools@yorkcollege.ac.uk 

Askham Bryan College Open Events:
Information Evenings on Tue 6 Oct  and Tue 2 Mar, 5.00-6.30pm
Saturday Open Mornings on 7 Nov, 30 Jan, 20 Mar, 10.00am-1.00pm

University Centre Askham Bryan Open Events:
Information Evening on Wed 13 Jan, 5.00–6.30pm
Saturday Open Mornings on 3 Oct, 14 Nov, 19 Jun and Fri 2 Jul, 
10.00am–1.00pm
https://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/students/apply-now/askham-
bryan-college-apply-now
https://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/whats-on

Year 10 - Science Period 6
As part of our commitment to support students with their learning, there 
will be a series of Science Period 6 (after school) sessions running on a 
Monday evening from 5 October until Christmas.  Sessions will cover 
essential Biology, Physics and Chemistry revision and will be led by 
subject specialists.  Students will have received an invite to the sessions 
taking place in the Harris Building (English block).  Those without an invite 
do not need to attend.  We will inform your son/daughter of the room 
and session to attend during Science lessons this week and a schedule of 
content will feature in this Newsletter each week.

To supplement this, each student has been invited to join the Science P6 
Google Classroom.  This will ensure that all resources covered are easily 
accessible from home or Homework Club.  Please do encourage your 
child to accept our invitation.  Thank you for your support.  Mr Lever

@AHSArtsAward:  Some amazing work 
from @ahs_food for the @AHSYork @
ArtsAward projects.  Students were 
developing poured sugar details for their 
profiteroles next week!  Looks incredible! 
#creativecurriculum #futuremasterchefs
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to 
celebrate our school community.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.

PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 must arrive at school in their PE 
kit. 

Allotment Club
The club started up again last week.  We welcomed established 
allotment club members, now in Year 9, to meet and plan this term’s 
activities.  The focus will be ‘what can we do to look after the wildlife’ and 
we will start by making a hedgehog hotel.  Autumn is now approaching 
and these endangered creatures need a little of our help to make sure 
we don’t lose them completely.  Year 9 meet as a bubble on Friday, after 
school, in Hi3 and Year 8 will start meeting on Thursday 1 October in 
their bubble in Re3.  Students should see Mrs Clarke if they have any 
queries.  New members are always welcome if you’ve not been before.

Rugby
Pocklington Rugby Club, a popular and 
successful team, are looking for new 
players.  Young people are invited to 
attend their Sunday morning training 
sessions, which run from September to 
May.  They are also offering a half-term 
rugby training camp, ‘Rugby Camp’, 27-29 
October, for children aged 14 and under.  
Full details are available here: 
https: //pocklingtonrufc.rfu.club/news/
october-half-term-rugby-camp-for-6-to-
14-year-olds 

 Extra-Curricular PE
We have decided to run a Year 7 Extra-
Curricular Programme for the rest of 
this half term.  In ‘normal’ times, we 
would offer an extensive extra-curricular 
programme to all year groups, but after 
much deliberation we have decided 
to give Year 7 students a few weeks to 
access these clubs to help them transition 
into secondary school life.  We will review 
the Extra-Curricular Programme at half 
term with the hope of adding other 
year group activities.  Thank you for your 
understanding and patience at this time.
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