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Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective Worship students have been 
focussing their morning reflection on ‘Working for Kindness’, reflecting 
upon acts of kindness during the recent lock down.  Our daily quotes 
are linked to the theme of kindness: 
“If you haven’t any charity in your heart, you 
have the worst kind of heart trouble.”
Bob Hope, Hollywood actor
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Coronavirus
I want to reassure families of the ongoing 
measures in place at school.  Prior to reopening 
we conducted a thorough risk assessment 
with support from the Pathfinder Trust and in 
line with government guidance.  We continue 

to regularly review our risk assessment to ensure we adopt all the 
necessary measures to keep pupils and staff safe.  
We must all be vigilant of the Coronavirus symptoms: a new continuous 
cough, high temperature, a loss or change in sense of taste or smell.
If your child or anyone in the household has symptoms (however mild) 
they must not come into school and you should arrange a Coronavirus 
test as soon as possible by calling 119 or visiting: https://www.nhs.uk/
ask-for-a-coronavirus-test.  If you have any questions or concerns please 
do not hesitate to contact the school.

Open Evening
Although it was disappointing not 
be able to welcome families in 
person to our Open Evening last 
night, the virtual event was very 
successful with lots of families 
joining on line and sending in 
their questions.  We hope that the 
evening gave an insight into life at 
Archbishop Holgate’s.
The open evening presentation is available to view on the school 
website (https://archbishopholgates.academy/open-evening/) along 
with links to our school video giving an insight into school life and a 
360° virtual tour to explore our excellent facilities.
Andrew Daly

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

Fri 16 Oct
Tue 20 Oct
Wed 21 Oct
26-30 Oct

Y11 Information & Guidance Day
School Photographs - Y7, 8, 9, 10, 12
Y7 Virtual Form Tutor Evening
Half Term 

MyEd School App
Also included in this week’s Newsletter is 
information on how to download and install the 
MyEd app to have direct access to the school 
phone number, email address, WisePay account, 
the school calendar, daily notices, the weekly Newsletters, Facebook 
and Twitter accounts, along with information on your child’s academic 
data and up to date attendance data.  You will be able to message the 
school directly from the app.

Attendance
The updated Attendance Policy is now available on the school website.   
Please note that if you decide to take your child on holiday during 
term time, it will be referred to the City of York Council.  The council can 
issue each parent a fine of £60, which rises to £120 each if this is not 
paid within 21 days.  If you do not pay the fine after 28 days you may be 
prosecuted for your child’s absence from school.

Archbishop Holgate’s School Association
The school association is a group of staff and parents whose aim is to 
raise funds to put back into school.  We raise money to help buy some 
of the extras that make a difference to our students.  In the past we have 
raised money to help cover the set up costs for multiple extra-curricular 
clubs, additional equipment for Duke of Edinburgh, work for the School 
Chapel roof and additional books to support our Accelerated Reading 
scheme.  We also provide the majority of funding for our amazing 
Breakfast Club that is free to all students and runs every morning 
throughout the year.  We meet once or twice a term and always 
welcome new members.
We will be holding our first meeting of the year on Wednesday 4 
November starting at 7.00pm in the Main School Hall.  If you would like 
any additional details please email krobinson@archbishopholgates.
org.
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This Week’s 
Main School News
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Homework:  This is now set on Google Classroom.  For those who struggle 
to focus in the home environment or who just prefer to complete work at 
school, the staffed homework room is open after school every night until 
4.00pm. 
Reports:  You will have received a settling in report for your child during the 
past few days; if you have not received it, please contact school and we will 
send a copy to you.  You may have questions arising from these reports and 
so we are offering a couple of bookable face-to-face surgeries where you 
can speak with one of the pastoral team.
     •   Tuesday 13 October, between 4.00-6.00pm
     •   Thursday 15 October, between 5.00-7.00pm
Appointments will be 10 minutes, held in the Harris Block.  Please contact 
school Reception on 01904 411341 to book a time slot. 
Rewards:  Congratulations to those who have received the Head of Year 
Award and to those who have received a Token to spend on snacks at 
break or lunch.  Merits (in the shape of a star in the planner) are awarded 
by subject teachers to recognise positive effort, excellent work ethic or 
outstanding work.  Merits add together to allow students access to reward 
trips.
PE:  Year 10 students have one PE lesson a week and need to remember 
to bring appropriate clothing (shorts and shirt for indoor sports and, if 
preferred AHS tracksuit bottoms, and PE hoodie for outdoor sport).  All 
jewellery MUST be removed.  I am sure you will agree that the benefits of 
physical exercise on our mental and emotional wellbeing means that full 
participation in this lesson is important. 
Signing Planners:  Could I remind parents to read and sign planners?  The 
planner is a useful tool to communicate with Form Tutors.  Hopefully you 
will also see a planner full of merit stars and be able to celebrate with your 
child.
Uniform:  The only change to our uniform policy since last year is that all 
students now require a face mask.  Black washable face masks will be 
available to purchase from main Reception this Friday, cost £1.50.  There 
has been no change to the expected uniform, including footwear, which 
students should be wearing.  PE hoodies are for PE lessons only.
Thank you for your continued support as we all find our way through 
this strange and difficult time.  As ever, any questions, queries, critiques 
or compliments, please contact school (01904 411341 or reception@
archbishopholgates.org).
Miss Turvey

Message from Head of Year 10
How fantastic are your children?  Although, given that they are 14 years 
rising to 15 years old, I probably shouldn’t call them children (but my 
Octogenarian dad still calls me his child!).  What a great start they have made 
to their Year 10 journey; I see daily examples of resilience and responsibility 
as they support each other in their learning, encourage each other to 
attend extra classes, follow all the new Covid rules, and have welcomed a 
number of new students and staff into the year group.  I am loving some of 
the masks especially the puppy dog face and the Harry Potter ones. 

The Year 10 social space of the Common Room 
and front field affords Year 10 a huge area to 
chillax at lunchtime, which is so important in 
the middle of a busy day.  Down time with 
friends or a quick game of footie all helps our 
mental health.

I thought it best to do a quick alphabetical 
FAQ update, so here goes:
Attendance:  There are 175 students on 
100% attendance.  Yay!  This is great.  Ideally 
attendance should be above 95% and we 
have 234 who are.  Yay again.  Please do 
send your young people to school, even if they have a sniffle or tummy 
ache. 
Behaviour:  The number of students supporting staff with the handing 
out of books, worksheets or quietly reading their books, as colleagues 
run across the site from their previous lesson is incredibly humbling.  Our 
main area of ‘drama’ revolves around social media, which I am sure you will 
agree, is both a blessing and a curse.  Could I ask parents to ensure that 
you monitor all forms of social media which your children use… TikTok, 
Snapchat, Instagram, Facebook etc.
Covid Curriculum Catch-up Classes:  There are only eight more core subject 
classes.  If your child has been invited to attend Science on Monday, Maths 
on Tuesday and English on Thursday, then we expect them to attend.  They 
have missed six months of education through no fault of their own and we 
need to close the gap in their learning and afford them the best opportunity 
for their future.  After Christmas, option subjects will be looking to offer 
catch up classes.  All P6 lessons take place in the Harris Block until 4.00pm.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Assistant Head: Acting Director of Post 16, Mr Williams
COVID 19 and absences:  A reminder that all students should be wearing masks in corridors and social spaces unless they 
are exempt.  This is extremely important.  We thank students and families for their support with this. 
Information and Guidance Day:  Friday 16 October is our Year 11 IAG day.  Please remember Year 12 and 13 will be studying 
at home on this day.  This is an important date for Year 11 as they get their first taste of Sixth Form life. 

Engineering success:  A massive well done to Lucy Austin who has been awarded the Arkwright 
Scholarship for Engineering for her two years in Sixth Form.  Lucy had to go through several different 
stages, including a challenging exam, to achieve this scholarship.  This is an incredible achievement 
and will provide her with valuable funding and enrichment opportunities linked to Engineering.  She will also be mentored 
by leading professionals in the industry, which will put her in a strong position for future career opportunities. 
University of York:  Please see the amazing opportunity offered to all students in Year 12 from the University of York.  Next 
Step York provides immersive opportunities to get information and insight into higher education and ‘the York experience’, 
supports applications to top universities like York and aids students’ development through activities that support students 
to push themselves to their full potential.  Find out more in the Careers Corner of the Newsletter! 

Gresham College Lectures:  Sixth Form students can sign up for free online lectures with Gresham College.  They have an eclectic mix of courses 
and lectures available which will provide keen and able students with the opportunity to deepen and expand their subject knowledge. 
Independent study and engagement with the topics through lectures like this demonstrate passion and enthusiasm which can be explored 
in competitive admission interviews at universities.  Further details available via: https://www.gresham.ac.uk/ 

National Citizen Service Opportunities:  During October half term the NCS local delivery partner, NYBEP Ltd, will be 
providing a programme of exciting activities.  These include visiting local escape rooms and other team building 
exercises.  Workshops covering wellbeing, communication skills, enterprise and employability skills.  They will get 
to plan and deliver a social action project that can assist in the country’s response to Covid-19 and really get to 
grips with what’s going on in their local community.  NCS this autumn is being planned in accordance with all 
government Covid-19 guidelines.  As NCS is government-funded, we usually ask for a contribution of up to £50.  To 
make sure that everyone can get involved this autumn, NCS is free.

Head of Year 12, Miss Cox
We’ve shared a great opportunity for students to get involved in the NCS programme over autumn half term - visit https://
wearencs.com/ for more information. 
Another positive week as students become more confident in their A Level and applied subjects, in class assessments have 
started and lots of feedback from teachers gives us a lot to celebrate. 
As it’s Mental Health Awareness week here’s ten top tips for talking to your child.  For 
the full Time to Change parent leaflet, visit: https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/
sites/default/files/Parent%20leaflet%20-%20FINAL%20%282%29_0.pdf 

Enrichment Opportunities for Year 12 - Professional coaching opportunity:
What is Future Frontiers?  Future Frontiers is a multi-award-winning education charity and Teach First 
Intervention partner.  We exist to ensure young people from disadvantaged backgrounds fulfil their 
potential at school and when transitioning to education, employment or training at age 16 & 18.  We 
do this through an intensive programme of face-to-face coaching delivered by business professionals 
and giving students access to sector role models in their chosen careers.  
Who is the programme aimed at?  We are funded to support students from disadvantaged backgrounds 
who lack strong and positive support networks outside school to support them with their post-18 
transition planning. 
What does each student receive?  An allocated coach from a leading business for 6 hours of virtual 
1:1 coaching; students complete a thorough self-analysis with their coach and explore careers aligned 
to their interests in detail and students research university and/or apprenticeship courses related to 
their top career choices.  This includes access to, and support with, Unifrog.  Students are supported 
to make informed, ambitious choices.    Students create an action plan for the year ahead that they 
are held accountable to.  The programme has been proven to increase students’ motivation and 
engagement with education and prepare them to transition to sustained and positive destinations.  If 
this is something your child would be interested in, please ask them to see Miss Cox. 
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OF THE WEEK 
 

Fastidious:  Adjective - Very attentive to and concerned 
about accuracy and detail; very concerned about matters of 
cleanliness.

@AHSArtsAward:  Superb effort from 
these @AHS_Year7Kl and @AHS_Year8 
students this evening as part of @
AHSYork virtual open evening (and Mrs 
Kincell was pretty fab too)! #Livestream 
#Webinar #openevening2020
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Head of Year 13, Mr Charlton
Reminder of UCAS Deadline:
15 October - External deadline for receipt at UCAS of applications to the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge and all with 
choices for courses in medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine/science to reach UCAS.
13 November - Archbishop Holgate’s internal deadline for submission of university applications (non-competitive)
15 January - Entry deadline for the majority of undergraduate courses.  Applications received after 15 January will be 
classed as late and not considered until all ‘on time’ applications have been processed.
Nestle 2021 September Apprenticeship Applications are Open:
Applications for Nestle 2021 apprenticeship positions are now open!  Next year, apprentice opportunities are available in:
   •  Engineering
   •  Food Manufacturing
   •  Supply Chain
   •  Digital Marketing
   •  Finance
   •  Chartered Manager Degree Apprenticeship (commercial business)
Any questions from yourself or students, please do not hesitate to contact the Nestlé Academy team: NestleAcademy@uk.nestle.com
https://www.nestleacademy.co.uk/apprentices/
Year 13 Mocks:
Students will receive a copy of their mock exam timetable this week along with guidance and support regarding how to approach the mocks.  
Students will be sitting one full paper per A Level subject.  Due to the different structure of BTEC examinations, these will take place during 
lesson times.  A copy of the timetable is included below: 

Year 10 - Science Period 6 continues
As part of our commitment to support students with their learning, 
Science Period 6 (after school) sessions continue on a Monday evening 
until Christmas.  The sessions cover essential Biology, Physics and 
Chemistry revision and will be led by subject specialists.  Students will 
have received an invite to the sessions which take place in the Harris 
Building (English block).  Those without an invite do not need to attend.  
Students will now know their group and room to attend.

To supplement this, each student has been invited to join the Science P6 
Google Classroom.  This will ensure that all resources covered are easily 
accessible from home or Homework Club.  Please do encourage your 
child to accept our invitation.  Thank you for your support.  Mr Lever

Week Subject Rooms

6 – 12 Oct CHEMISTRY 1 - Atomic Structure and Periodic Table En 5, 7 and 9

7 – 19 Oct BIOLOGY 1 - Cells En 5, 7 and 9

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

     KS3 French – Ada Cole, 8Di
     KS3 German – Rhys Hutchinson, 7Mr
     KS3 Spanish - Thomas Bate & Alex Grist, 7Gr
     KS4 French – Jess Mellows, 9SMr
     KS4 German – Ellie Easton, 10JLi
     KS4Spanish – Brandon Lee, 10By & Emma Lee, 11Hm
     KS5 German - Marta Garofalo, 12BKi
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Careers Corner
We have been offered a fantastic 
opportunity from the University of York 
for our Year 12 students.

All Year 12 students can apply and will be accepted for one of 
two levels of participation, at both levels Next Step York provides 
immersive opportunities to get information and insight into 
higher education and ‘the York experience’, supports applications 
to top universities like York and aids students’ development 
through activities that support students to push themselves to 
their full potential.
Next Step York is ‘your programme, your future, your choice’ - 
students take the lead in deciding what will be most useful for 
their next steps, with guidance from their dedicated Student 
Assistant.  Following a virtual launch event in December, students 
can register for as many opportunities as they want, taking place 
between January and July 2021, with activities spanning four 
branches:

YorStudy, YorSkills, YorUni, YorFuture 
For more information please email Miss Robinson, Careers 
Coordinator, via: srobinson@archbishopholgates.org

Family Matters York
Children are back at school, but school is so 
different and many of them are finding it 
hard and are very tired.  And life is hard for 
parents, too, and we don’t have as much 
patience as we might normally have.
Family Matters York is running four ‘Handling Anger in the Family’ 
courses after half term, one in person and three online.
Parents who have accessed the courses found a lot of help and support 
in hearing that they aren't the only ones facing these issues, and as they 
have shared ideas and tried some of the tools from the course material, 
have said how much difference it has made to their families' lives.
The online courses are as follows:
Monday mornings 9.30-11.30am for 4 weeks starting 16 November.
Monday evenings 7.15-9.00pm for 4 weeks starting 16 November.
Tuesday evenings 7.15-9.00pm for 4 weeks starting 10 November.
These courses will take place online via Zoom.
Also Monday afternoons, 12.45-2.45pm, Cornerstone at St George’s, 
Millfield Lane, Osbaldwick, YO10 3AL for 4 weeks starting 16 November.
To book a place or for further information please contact Helen Atkinson 
on 07393147259 or email: helenatkinson@fmy.org.uk
Further information about the courses is available on the website: 
https://fmy.org.uk/parenting/

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate 
our school community.
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School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.

PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 must arrive at school in their PE 
kit. 

 Extra-Curricular PE
We have decided to run a Year 7 Extra-
Curricular Programme for the rest of 
this half term.  In ‘normal’ times, we 
would offer an extensive extra-curricular 
programme to all year groups, but after 
much deliberation we have decided 
to give Year 7 students a few weeks to 
access these clubs to help them transition 
into secondary school life.  We will review 
the Extra-Curricular Programme at half 
term with the hope of adding other 
year group activities.  Thank you for your 
understanding and patience at this time.

Football
Congratulations 
to former student, 
Ben Godfrey, who 
has returned to the 
Premier League 
after signing for 
Everton FC from 
Norwich FC.  Ben’s 
former club, York 
City will also 
benefit from the deal securing a fee as part 
of the sell on clause.  Great news Ben, we 
wish you all the best!


