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Food for Thought
This week, the theme for Form Tutor Collective Worship is ‘Harvest 
Thoughts’.  Students  have been reflecting on the meaning and 
purpose of celebrating Harvest.  Our daily quotes are linked to the 
theme of providing for others.
“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night, shall not cease.” 
The Bible, The Book of Genesis, Ch 8 v 22
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Dear Parents and Carers,
As I said in the Headteacher Bulletin on Monday, 
I would like to thank all families for the excellent 
support we have had over the past seven 
weeks.  This partnership has helped us to have a 
successful return to school and to manage the 
altered arrangements that have needed to be 
in place to ensure the safety of both students 

and staff.  I do hope that your sons and daughters have enjoyed their 
return to a degree of normality at school and I wish you all a safe and 
happy half term.

We also look forward to welcoming all Year 11 families to our Virtual 
Sixth Form Open Evening on Wednesday 11 November.  Please visit the 
school website to register your interest for the Open Evening at https://
archbishopholgates.academy/sixth-form-virtual-open-evening/

Andrew Daly

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

26-30 Oct
Mon 2 Nov

Wed 11 Nov
Wed 25 Nov

Half Term 
Students return
Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening
Y9 Parents’ Evening

Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening
Wednesday 11 November

Live Sessions at 6.00pm & 7.30pm
Values - Care - Achievement

DEAR Time
For the past four years, students in Year 7-10 have participated in DEAR 
time (Drop Everything And Read), once a week during afternoon 
registration.  Usually, students read their own free choice book 
quietly for 20 minutes.  In order to encourage students to challenge 
themselves, we are introducing one ‘shared’ text each per year group 
per half-term that we believe is culturally relevant and appropriately 
engaging.  Students will partially read an extract from the text with 
their Form Tutor during DEAR time, then bring the extract home to 
continue reading to the end.  This will be their only homework for the 
holiday period.  However, we know that many students will want to do 
more, and as such, we have designed a range of ‘stretch and challenge’ 
tasks which students can complete alongside their holiday reading.  
All stretch projects completed will be rewarded.  Finally, students who 
may wish to read the rest of the book can purchase copies of the whole 
text from Amazon or at bookstores.  Some of the texts have been 
adapted for film and are available on either Amazon Prime or Netflix.  
We very much hope that you will encourage and support children 
with this reading.  Further information about the texts and activities is 
available on the school website.

Extra-Curricular Timetable
Included in this Newsletter is a copy of our updated Extra-Curricular 
Timetable which will be launched after half-term.  You’ll notice that 
some new clubs have now been added, including some for Year 8 
and 9.  We hope to add further clubs and activities after Christmas and 
are looking to offer lunchtime sessions too.  We strongly encourage 
students to get involved in extra-curricular activities; they are a great 
way of helping develop students’ confidence, which supports positive 
wellbeing, whilst also allowing students to get to know those beyond 
their form group and classes.
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This Week’s 
School News

www.archbishopholgates.academy

News from the Music Department
Congratulations to Peter Carr for his fantastic achievement passing his 
Grade 8 Rockschool Electric Guitar exam with Distinction.
Well done to all students who have adapted so well this half term and 
continue to engage in practical music making during lesson time.
Well done to all students who have taken part in the Extra-Curricular 
Music sessions this half-term and who have performed so well.

Archbishop Holgate’s School Association
The school association is a group of staff and parents whose aim is to 
raise funds to put back into school.  We raise money to help buy some 
of the extras that make a difference to our students.  In the past we have 
raised money to help cover the set up costs for multiple extra-curricular 
clubs, additional equipment for Duke of Edinburgh, work for the School 
Chapel roof and additional books to support our Accelerated Reading 
scheme.  We also provide the majority of funding for our amazing 
Breakfast Club that is free to all students and runs every morning 
throughout the year.  We meet once or twice a term and always 
welcome new members.
We will be holding our first meeting of the year on Wednesday 4 
November starting at 7.00pm in the Main School Hall.  If you would like 
any additional details please email krobinson@archbishopholgates.
org.

Year 10 - Science Period 6 continues
As part of our commitment to support students with their learning, 
Science Period 6 (after school) sessions continue on a Monday evening 
until Christmas.  The sessions cover essential Biology, Physics and 
Chemistry revision and will be led by subject specialists.  Students will 
have received an invite to the sessions which take place in the Harris 
Building (English block).  Those without an invite do not need to attend.  
Students have been informed which group and room to attend.
To supplement this, each student has been invited to join the Science P6 
Google Classroom.  This will ensure that all resources covered are easily 
accessible from home or Homework Club.  Please do encourage your 
child to accept our invitation.  Thank you for your support.  Mr Lever

Road Safety
This Saturday night, 24 October, we will be setting the clocks back an 
hour and summer time ends.  Road traffic collisions increase by 20% 
in the fortnight after the time change.  Sadly, some of those collisions 
will involve child pedestrians and cyclists.  Statistics show that 58% 
incidents involving children happen between 3.00-7.00pm.  The links 
to resources below will help remind children about road safety and safe 
cycling. 
Teaching Road Safety - A Guide for Parents:  www.rospa.com/media/
documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf
Safety First - Cycling at Night:  www.cycletraining.co.uk/cycle-training-
and-cycle-safety/safety-first-cycling-at-night/

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

     KS3 French – Kornel Kotlarski, 8NAm
     KS3 German – Ella-Mae Norman & Ben Muir, 8KMd,
                                      Olivia Perry, 8Pl
     KS3 Spanish - Lucy Gilbertson, 7Gr
     KS4 French – Gideon Ogbemudia, 10EMo
     KS4 German – Lukas Ford, 9EMl
     KS4Spanish – Gabriel Smyth, 11DCl
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Assistant Head: Acting Director of Post 16, Mr Williams
At the end of a busy and successful half term, I’d like to thank all parents and families during these challenging times.  As I 
said last week, continuing to provide full time education in a safe environment is our number one priority.  Thank you for 
all the feedback and support families have offered during this time.  We continue to reflect upon what we can change 
and improve on in the Sixth Form.  Please do get in contact if you wish to discuss anything further.  I wish all students and 
families a happy half term when it comes and look forward to welcoming all students back on Monday 2 November. 
Enrichment Opportunities - Live webinars
Hull University are offering a range of online support for students in both Year 12 and 13 regarding next steps.  We 
suggest students check out their online seminars: 
Making Choices (Thursday 22 October, 2.30-3.00pm) - This webinar is for students at the start of their application 
journey.  It will help them understand the options available and what to consider when choosing what and where to 
study.  Register at: attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5114829546632920847
Applying to UCAS and Writing Your Personal Statement (Friday 23 October, 1.00-1.45pm) - For students who have a 
good idea of what and where they wish to study, this webinar offers practical advice on how to apply through UCAS and 
tips on writing a great personal statement.  Register via: attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5169810625579918095
Applying to University, a parents/carers advice session (Wednesday 28 October 7.00-8.00pm) - This webinar is for 
students’ parents/carers and aims to give both an accessible overview of the application process and tips to help 
families support their son/daughter through applying, whichever university they’re going to.  Register here: attendee.
gotowebinar.com/register/7114435477808979467

Head of Year 12, Miss Cox
It has been a very different start to the year, but one with lots of achievements and a real community spirit. 
As a whole, the Covid rules are now positive habits and I’ve been really impressed with the levels of maturity shown 
by our students.  I’m proud of the way our Year 12 students have transitioned into Sixth Form, how they have been 
pro-active in overcoming potential barriers due to lock down and how they are applying themselves to their lessons.  
Students continue to build on their independent learning skills, we do need to have a push on homework and 
ensuring students complete all homework set to the very best of their ability and on time.  Staff feedback is really 
positive, students are engaging with Google Classroom and I second the fact that it is a pleasure to work with our 
young adults.

Head of Year 13, Mr Charlton
UCAS Updates - Students should continue to submit their personal statements to their form tutor for support and 
checking.  A University Selection sheet must also be completed and passed to Mr Charlton before we can confirm your 
application.  It is vital that Year 13 students meet our internal deadlines to ensure staff have sufficient time to support 
with applications. 
13 November 2020 - Archbishop Holgate’s internal deadline for submission of university applications (non-
competitive).  We have 23 students who have submitted already and have begun to receive offers. This is a really exciting 
time and the Sixth Form team love hearing every time a student receives an offer! 
Year 13 mocks - A reminder that Year 13 mocks commence  on Monday 9 November.  Students will have a two-week 
revision period preceding these mocks and have been given their exam timetables already. 
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OF THE WEEK 
 

Ambiguous:  Adjective - open to more than one interpretation; 
not having one obvious meaning; not clear or decided.  ”The 
politician used ambiguous phrases in his speech.  The election 
result was ambiguous.”

@AHSTextiles:  Superb 
IAG A Level Textiles 
taster session  @AHS_
Year11



 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements and events in the community, please email 
jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.
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PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 must arrive at school in their PE 
kit. 

 

Extra-Curricular PE
The new extra-curricular timetable will start 
straight after half term.  We are happy to 
announce that we have been able to add 
clubs for Year 8 and 9.  Further details will 
be made available on changing locations 
when we return.
•   Monday  –  Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
•   Tuesday  –  Y9 Basketball (Gym)
                              Y7 Rugby (Field)
                              Y8 Football (Field)
•   Thursday – Y7 Cricket (Sports Hall)
                              Y9 Netball (Tennis Courts)


