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Food for Thought
This week, the theme for Form Tutor Collective Worship is ‘It Starts with 
Action’.  Students have been reflecting on the themes being explored 
in this year’s UK Parliament Week.  Our daily quotes are linked to the 
theme of what the Bible has to say about our deeds.
“Let us not love in words or talk but in deeds 
and in truth.”
The Bible, The Gospel of John, Ch 3 v 18
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Dear Parents and Carers,
It was great to see students return for what 
will be another busy and exciting half term.  
As ever, we are committed to ensuring school 
continues to be as safe as possible and that 
students experience normal daily routines.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
families for their ongoing support.

                                                     Andrew Daly

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

Wed 11 Nov
Wed 25 Nov
Mon 30 Nov

Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening
Y9 Parents’ Evening
Y7 Flu Vaccinations

Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening
Wednesday 11 November

Live Sessions at 6.00pm & 7.30pm
Values - Care - Achievement

Message from Head of Year 7 
What a fantastic start it has been for Year 7 so far.  It has been an absolute 
privilege to see our new students become part of our community this term.  
On behalf of myself, Miss Greenhalgh and the Year 7 Form Tutors, I would 
like to congratulate our new students on the outstanding beginning 
to their journey. The beginning of their journey has had a back drop of 
uncertainty in a very strange world, but they have taken this in their stride 
and clearly joined together as a community to support each other.
At Archbishop Holgate’s this year we are bringing a real emphasis to the 
‘JOURNEY’ that students take during their time in school.  Year 7’s focus is 
on ‘Joining In’. 

This first half term has presented your children with a variety of challenges, 
new friends, new teachers and new lessons.  I can wholeheartedly say I am 
so proud of the way they have conducted themselves, Year 7 have truly 
learned the importance of living the school values of Justice, Compassion, 
Forgiveness and Trust.  This is evident whenever I enter any lesson, form time 
or see students enjoying their social time, the atmosphere of engagement, 
fun and joy is radiant.
We encourage all Year 7 students to partake in at least one extracurricular 
activity each week.  There truly is something for everyone from sports to 
curriculum and interest clubs.  As well as being thoroughly enriching, clubs 
are a phenomenal way to make new friends and see teachers in a different 
light, as well as being impressed by the expertise of your class mates and 
staff.  At the moment clubs are only running after school because of the 
challenges the new timetable presents.  However, we strongly encourage 
all students to attend as often as possible to help them join in further with 
the school community.
The library is now open Tuesday-Thursday break and lunchtime for all 
students.  This is a wonderful place to read, play games, craft, have a rest 
and make new friends.  Ms Murphy is always pleased to meet our new 
students and the library truly becomes its own joyful little community.
Another way to join in is to become an Accelerated Reader.  Accelerated 
Reader is a computer programme that helps teachers manage and 
monitor children’s independent reading practice.  Your child picks a book 
at their own Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) level and reads it at 
their own pace.  When finished, your child completes a short quiz on the 
computer.  (Passing the quiz is an indication that your child understood 
what was read.) 
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This Week’s 
School News
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Year 10 - Science Period 6 continues
As part of our commitment to support students with their learning, 
Science Period 6 (after school) sessions continue on a Monday evening 
until Christmas.  The sessions cover essential Biology, Physics and 
Chemistry revision and will be led by subject specialists.  Students will 
have received an invite to the sessions which take place in the Harris 
Building (English block).  Those without an invite do not need to attend.  
Students have been informed which group and room to attend.
To supplement this, each student has been invited to join the Science P6 
Google Classroom.  This will ensure that all resources covered are easily 
accessible from home or Homework Club.  Please do encourage your 
child to accept our invitation.  Thank you for your support.  Mr Lever

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

     KS3 French – Lily Subritzky, 7WNo
     KS3 German – Mia Bell, 8KMd
     KS3 Spanish - Natalie Bowler, 7Cm
     KS4 French – Imogen Price, 9MSt
     KS4 German – Scarlett Parkins, 10RGi
     KS4Spanish – Elliot Lucquin, 10Wa

Message from Head of Year 7 (continued)
At the beginning of the school year, students 
take an online reading test known as the STAR 
test.  This is a very sophisticated online test which 
generates questions to assess the reading ability 
of each child. Depending on whether a child 
answers correctly or not, the level of the next 
question is adjusted, making sure that each 
child has a bespoke set of questions, suitable for 
their reading ability.  This then provides teachers 
with a child’s reading age, standardised scores 
and importantly a ‘ZPD’ or level.  Once the initial 
testing is complete, students will be told what 
their reading level and books in the library which 
match.  This is within a range and equates to 
a whole section of books, colour coded in the 
library.
We recognise that reading for pleasure can 
look and feel different to reading which focuses 

on developing a full range of reading skills. Consequently, the 
Accelerated Reader scheme can run alongside students’ own free 
choice from the range of books in the library. Teachers are spending 
a great deal of time at the moment, and over the next few weeks, 
explaining the system and assisting children to make appropriate 
book choices.
It is very exciting that I am now able to announce the start of our next 
fantastic way to ‘Join In’ – The Bright Sparks Challenges.  This half term, 
we continue to seek to explore ways to extend students’ learning 
beyond the curriculum, with our ‘Bright Sparks’ Learning Challenges.  
These challenges will be set every half term and will cover a range of 
skills, subjects and learning styles.  Students are invited to complete 
up to three challenges, with the winner receiving a £10 voucher and 
invited to breakfast with Mr Daly.  We hope our young people will 
enjoy the challenge of learning in a different way and the freedom 
to structure their work however they choose.  The new challenges 
are available on Google Classroom, Twitter, the notice board in the 
library and from form tutors.  There will be a prize for the form with 
the most entries.  Students are welcome to submit their entries 
ASAP before the end of term.
Our new students have adapted phenomenally to the different 
routines and new challenges.  We understand it takes time to adjust, 
especially to new expectations regarding homework.  It is our aim that 
all students receive homework which is appropriately challenging 
and engaging as well as always meaningful and effective.  In order 
to accomplish this, you should find that your child’s homework is 
always accompanied by a sheet explaining what the task is, when it 
is due, when/where they can find their teacher for support and how 
long they should spend on the work. They should also always have 
a supporting document with the necessary information needed to 
complete the homework.  Your child should always have a week to 
complete the homework and it should never require the use of a 
computer, internet or specialist resources.  Students have had time 
to settle in and have been supported with a 24-hour grace period 
with their homework.  As of this half term, Year 7 students will now 
be subject to the same sanctions as the rest of school - students will 
receive an after school detention, the day after their homework was 
due, they are still expected to complete their homework. 
I eagerly await the next chapters for Year 7.  So far, they have been an 
outstanding cohort and I look forward to seeing how they continue 
to thrive and flourish throughout the year.  Please be assured we 
understand this has not been a normal year and is about to change 
again.  We know how difficult this has been for students and families 
in the community - here, we pride ourselves on being a beacon of 
safety and normality for the children as well as providing care for 
families as far we can.  If you have any issues regarding your child or 
need any support at all, please do get in contact with school and ask 
for either myself or Miss Greenhalgh and we will be happy to help.  
Miss Kincell and Miss Greenhalgh

Ventilation in School
Government advice to minimise the risk of 
Covid has recently changed to highlight the 
importance of ventilation in schools.  As such, 
wherever possible, windows and doors will be 
open in classrooms.  We are, as a result, leaving 
the heating on all the time and ask that students, 
where appropriate, wear base layers under their 
school uniform.   In classrooms, they will not 
be allowed to wear coats or jumpers that are not either the official 
school jumper or hoodie.  They should wear their official school 
jumper and may choose to double up their school jumper, with 
the  school’s Hoodie (https://keal-teamwear.com/schoolwear/
archbishop-holgates/school-uniform/ahs-two-tone-hoodie).  We 
know this is not ideal and will do everything we can to keep the 
school as warm as possible.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Updates from Assistant Head: Acting Director of Post 16, Mr Williams
It has been a pleasure to welcome Sixth Form back after half term.  As ever, students have returned in a focused and 
committed manner.  As the situation continues to develop nationally, we spent time on Monday reminding students 
on what everybody needs to do in order to be safe.  We have reiterated the importance of the government’s message 
of ‘Hands-Face-Space’ and reminding students to sanitise and wear masks wherever possible.  We are doing everything 
we can to minimise the spread.  However, if a student is asked to self-isolate due to being a contact or producing a 
positive Covid test, we will ensure they have Google Classroom work available for the isolation period.  We will also invite 
students, via Google Meet, to join and listen to their live lesson wherever possible. 
It is important that students also follow government guidelines when travelling to and from school.  As the national 
lockdown starts today, students should not be gathering in groups outside of school.  This is also important when 
students leave the school site throughout the day. 
Looking beyond the current challenges, there are lots of things to look forward to this term.  We will be advertising the 
opportunity for Year 12 students to apply to be Student Leaders and School Captains shortly.  This is a great leadership 
opportunity which allows them to offer support both within and beyond the Sixth Form, whole school and wider 
community.  This is an important step in the Year 12 focus of being ‘Examples to follow’., We will also be launching our 
Year 12 Enrichment Programme in the coming weeks. 

Parliament Week in the Sixth Form - This week saw several activities take place across all year groups as the school 
celebrated Parliament Week (1-7 November).  Following the theme of ‘It Starts with Action’ forms were invited to discuss 
key issues, ranging from looking at the ‘power of protest’ in tutor collective worship to debating celebrity endorsed action 
with Marcus Rashford in the news.  Students also took part in a ‘mock’ US Election vote which gave them the opportunity 
to compare our system of government to those over the pond and sparked questions about whether both countries 
require updated voting systems – a key feature of the British Value of Democracy.  Sixth Form politics students were 
also given the opportunity to participate in a ‘Live House of Lords Question Time’ where students asked the question 
of whether or not it is just for the UK to continue to have unelected elements within Parliament (picture below).  At a 
time when politics is ever changing and never too far from the headlines, it has been brilliant to see such a diverse range 
of discussion being had by students this week, giving them a great chance to have their say on the latest issues whilst 
emphasising the importance for them to feel represented in the political landscape. Well done to all involved and if you 
are interested in taking your passion for politics further then get in touch with Miss Gavin to find out about local and 
national opportunities for young people. 

Head of Year 13, Mr Charlton
Mock Exams - Begin next week, revision plans should be in place and being followed.  Blank revision timetables are 
available from Mr Charlton (exam timetable overleaf).
Career Ready Updates  - Year 13 – Wednesday 4 November - Masterclass: Next Steps and Assessment Centres
   - Tech Masterclass – see enclosed promotion leaflet enclosed in this Newsletter.
UCAS - A reminder to students that the internal deadline for sending UCAS applications is Friday 13 November.   Please 
see Mr Charlton for any assistance.
Gold Award Winners - Congratulations to last week’s Gold Award winners:
Adam Hunter, 13Ha - For outstanding effort and commitment to studies, especially Biology.
Liv Teasdale, 13Ha - For continued academic excellence and mature approach to studies - well done!
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Head of Year 12, Miss Cox
Welcome back after half term, it’s lovely to see everyone back and raring to go.  This week has seen exciting form time 
activities focussed on International Parliament Week and the start of Dear Time sessions to develop critical reading and 
analysis skills.  This week’s text explored the current issue around Marcus Rashford and Free School Meals.  Students are 
encouraged to read and debate engaging real life texts each week. 
Form tutors nominated their form star students who left last half term happy with their chocolates prizes and lots of 
praise – well done to the following:
Choe Harwood & Brad Lightfoot  (Mr Lever), Myrddin Wardman & Gaurie Sunil (Mr Osman), Ben Gilroy & Hannah 
Martindale (Mr Nicholson), John Smallwood-Thompson & Ellie Wilcox (Mr Shaw), Aidan Clarke &  Suyork Rai (Dr King), 
Isaac Hill & Izzy Lofthouse (Miss Gavin). 
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Catering and Topping-up Accounts
At present we are asking that all parents, where they can, use 
WisePay (https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.
asp?mID=59663&ACT=nav) to top up their child’s account they 
use to pay for food at break and lunchtimes.  Not all students have 
direct and easy access to using the ‘Revaluation machines’ due to 
the way we have had to set up break and lunchtimes.
If you need support in setting up your account, please contact 
our Finance Department who will be very happy to support you.  
Once your account is set up, there is a WisePay app available to 
download to your phone which makes it very easy to top up your 
child’s account (and you will also be able to see exactly what they 
are choosing to eat!).
Please remember to sign up for the automatic Free School Meals 
checker (complete the slip included with further information later 
in this newsletter).  Your child might be entitled to Free School 
Meals if your financial circumstances meet the set criteria.  If you 
sign up, you have nothing to do afterwards.  It automatically 
checks if you start to meet the criteria and we will contact you to 
inform you how the Free School Meal system works.

Careers Corner 
Next Step Opportunities
If you missed out on our previous autumn UK 
University & Apprenticeship Search Virtual Fair 
we’re delighted to announce that students 
can take part in our next event on Wednesday 
11 November.  Don’t miss out on our last 
virtual fair this term.  Students can sign up and find out more at: 
https://ukunisearch-north.vfairs.com/ 
The free event will allow students to speak directly with over 80 
universities, colleges and apprenticeship providers from around 
the UK, with a host of exhibitors including the universities of 
Liverpool, Newcastle, York, Southampton, Warwick, Reading, and 
Nottingham as well as apprenticeship providers Virgin Media and 
EY.  Students will also be able to participate in 10 live webinars.  
Topics covered range from UCAS application support and 
guidance to higher and degree apprenticeships. 

School Photographs
Proofs have been sent home with students this week; deadline for 
orders is 9.00am on 20 November.  Due to restricted movement around 
school, we ask that, where at all possible, orders are placed online.  If 
families are unable to access this method of ordering the completed 
envelope order can be brought by students to Main Reception.  Please 
contact Reception if you need any assistance. 
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Year 10 Maths Period 6
Sessions resume on Tuesday, this half term we will be focussing on Geometry and Data topics.  We look forward to seeing everyone there.

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements and events in the community, please email 
jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.
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OF THE WEEK 
 

Debate:  Noun - A formal discussion on a particular matter in 
a public meeting or legislative assembly, in which opposing 
arguments are put forward and which usually ends with a vote.

@AHSChaplaincy - Well done and 
thank you to @AHSYork  staff for 
a wonderful collection of clothes 
for refugees living in York @
DioceseOfYork



 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This is 
a health and safety precaution and must be 
adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 must arrive at school in their PE kit. 
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PE Lessons
Students should always bring their PE kit to 
lesson even if they are excused by a medical 
note.  If a student is too unwell to take part 
fully in the lesson, teachers will differentiate 
so they can be part of the lesson in some 
capacity.

 

Extra-Curricular PE
The new extra-curricular timetable has 
now started with additional clubs for Year 
8 and 9:
•   Monday  –  Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
•   Tuesday  –  Y9 Basketball (Gym)
                              Y7 Rugby (Field)
                              Y8 Football (Field)
•   Thursday – Y7 Cricket (Sports Hall)
                              Y9 Netball (Tennis Courts)

Opportunity to win a Fitbit!

Secondary School Run: Due to the 
current pandemic, many of the inter 
school competitions have been cancelled 
including the cross country event.  We are 
looking to run a virtual competition across 
schools and this half term’s challenge 
is a distance run.  To enter, students 
need to run the following distance: 
Y7-8 – 2.5km; Y9-11 – 3.5km.  Then 
enter the time by logging on to www.
koboca.co.uk entering the username for 
Archbishop Holgate’s School (https://
www.koboca.co.uk/secondary-virtual-
run4/?g=3e2f4ab1&s=3accc5e2).  To 
encourage people to stay active in these 
unprecedented times, York School Sports 
network are providing a Fitbit Ionic to one 
student who enters a virtual competition 
before Christmas (this will be a random 
selection, not the fastest time).  Thank you 
to everyone who takes part.  Kevin Davies, 
York School Sports Manager
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Complete and return this form to your child’s Form Tutor

Form Tutor:  ___________

Parent/Carer required information

Full Legal Name:   _______________________________________

National Insurance Number:  ______________________________

or National Asylum Support Service Reference Number

Date of Birth:  _______________________

Relationship to child:  _________________

Address (including postcode:  _____________________________

______________________________________________________

Student Required Information

Student Full Legal Name:  _________________________________

Student Date of Birth:  ________________

Gender:  ___________________________
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