
 

 

 

 

Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening 

The following questions and answers are from Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form two live webinar 

sessions which took place at 6.00pm and 7.30pm on Wednesday 11 November. 

 

Questions about courses and qualifications 

 

Q How soon do we find out if our subject combination works? 

A We will contact you as soon as we possibly can to discuss any clashes. However, in the vast 

number of cases, we can make most subjects fit. 

Q Could I take Biology, Chemistry, French and Psychology together, or are the option 

blocks fixed? 

A Option blocks are created to meet demand, however these are popular subjects and it is highly 

likely that these subjects could all be studied. 

Q Are the option blocks fixed? 

A Option blocks are designed to meet the demand from students. Once students apply we hold 

one to one meetings with each student to discuss their choices. 

Q What qualification do you end up with if you take BTEC Health and Social Care and 

how many A Levels options is it? 

A You will end with a BTEC qualification, either a single or double qualification. If you select a 

double BTEC, this is the equivalent of two options. 

Q I'd like to know what the school recommends in terms of number of A Levels, and what 

your approach is to EPQs. I'd also like to know what access students have (in a normal 

year!) to extra-curricular activities such as sport or DofE. 

A All our students start on 4 subjects. This is extremely important as this allows flexibility and 

choice at the end of Year 12. Many students will continue onto 4 A Levels in Year 13. For others, 

they will drop down to 3 in Year 13 and pick up the EPQ. The EPQ allows students to follow an 

independent project and develop research skills linked to a personal interest. We offer loads of 

extra-curricular including all the traditional sports plus access to David Lloyd gym, drama, 

music, Green Leaders, Duke of Edinburgh, debate club, student leadership and more. 

Q Can I study law at A Level? 

A Yes - We offer Applied Law to students in Year 12. 

Q Do we see the blocks before our children choose their A Levels? 

A We ask students to initially just provide us with their four chosen subjects and not worry about 

the option blocks. We then use these to formulate the option blocks and ensure we get the best 

fit of subjects for as many students as possible. 

Q I am interested in becoming an RAF loadmaster. I want to continue with my 

Engineering BTEC, can I still do 4 more A Levels or will I burn myself out? 

A We would recommend choosing 4 subjects in Year 12. It is our experience that 5 is too many 

and you would likely struggle to manage the workload. 



Q Is it possible to do some of your study at AHS and other parts elsewhere, e.g. to achieve 

a certain combination of subjects? 

A We tend to find that studying in one Sixth Form is more effective so unfortunately, we no longer 

have study in more than one school. 

Q Do you need a GCSE in something to study it at A Level? My daughter is interested in 

Art but due to limited KS4 options, she hasn’t been able to take it as a GCSE option. 

A Our prospectus lists entry requirements for each subject, and whilst we do don't insist on art at 

GCSE we would happily discuss in a one to one meeting. 

Q What are ‘blocks’? 

A Once we know the demand for subjects, we group subjects into option blocks. Students then 

pick a subject from each block. Popular subjects appear in more than one option blocks as we 

know demand is high. 

Q How likely is it that you will be running Music A Level next year? I heard that it doesn’t 

run every year. 

A It is our hope that music runs every year, we have excellent facilities and want to see them 

used! I would encourage students to get their applications in as early as possible so we have an 

accurate idea of the interest in the subject. 

Q Hi, one of the previous slides showed that Criminology was a vocational option, yet this 

was not available on taster day, is this actually an option? 

A We hope to offer Criminology should there be demand from students. 

Q Please can I have more info on WorkSkills? 

A More information is available on the website or please feel free to contact school and Mrs 

Dobson who leads this course will get in touch with you. I'm happy to pass on your details if 

you would like? 

Q What is the difference between a PE A Level and Sports Science BTEC? 

A The main difference is around the nature of the assessment with the BTEC course having a 

larger proportion of coursework. Both have similar content. BTEC Sport can also be studied as a 

single or double qualification, counting as one or two subjects. 

Q Do students manage well with four BTECs because they are on-going course heavy? 

A We have a number of students who only study BTEC subjects and they cope well, they do have 

higher coursework demands than A Levels but our experience is that this is a successful route 

for students. 

Q What T levels will you be starting with in September 2021? 

A Hi, we aren't currently planning on running T Levels from September. If there are courses you 

are interested in we would be happy to discuss possible options here at AHS Sixth Form. 

Q Do AHS offer an A Level in PE or is it only BTEC Sports Science? 

A We offer both! 

Q Is A Level PE new this year as I don’t think it was an option last year? 

A Sorry you're right A Level PE didn’t run last year. Sorry! It's all based on demand. 

Q Are you able to take A Level PE if you didn’t do it at GCSE or would you recommend to 

do BTEC Sports Science? 

A You would be able to study A Level PE even if you didn’t study it at GCSE. An interest in sport 

and a grade 5 or above in Science (Biology) would be helpful. 

 



Q What percentage drop the fourth subject? 

A Around two thirds of students (66%) drop from 4 down to 3 A Levels at the end of Year 12, and 

pick up the EPQ. 

Q Do you have to do an AS? 

A We don't currently sit AS exams in Year 12, we have our own end of Year 12 Assessments 

instead. 

Q Could I take Biology, Chemistry, French and Psychology together, or are the option 

blocks fixed? 

A These are popular subjects and we fully expect for students to be able to study these should 

they choose. Option blocks aren't decided until later in the academic year. 

Q Can I study Law at A Level? 

A We offer Applied Law, which is a hugely popular vocational course. 

Q What vocational subjects do you offer? 

A We offer a number of vocational subjects - Childcare, Health & Social Care, Business, 

Engineering, IT, Sport and more. Please check our prospectus for more details. 

Q How likely is Computer Science A Level to run? 

A It does depend on uptake but it usually runs and is popular. 

Q What’s the difference between Maths and further Maths A Levels? 

A Further Maths is taken by students who have a real passion for maths and, in most cases, wish 

to study this at university. If you take further maths, you also need to take maths. 

Q Please could I have more information about Applied Science. 

A Please have a look at our curriculum videos to find out more about Applied Science. This is a 

great course which provides a broad insight into different disciplines across physics, chemistry 

and biology. 

Q If someone is studying Drama A Level, what other subjects do they tend to take 

alongside that? 

A Students can choose any other subjects alongside Drama when they apply, we will then discuss 

your choices further in a one to one meeting. 

Q Do you do Economics? 

A We don't currently offer A-Level Economics - if lots of students express an interest we would 

explore running this in the future. 

Q If my son chooses to undertake 4 BTECs as opposed to A Levels, is the workload 

manageable? 

A Yes, A Levels and BTECs are equal in weight and workload. Our IAG process will work with 

students to ensure they have the right and most manageable pathway for them. 

Q I thought I read in the press, that York College and Archbishops school had been 

selected to offer T Levels next autumn. 

A We were selected based on our track record of vocational achievement. We are really interested 

in the T Levels but need to make sure they are in the right subject areas for us. 

Q Do you offer A Level Drama and can I study it without having Drama GCSE? 

A Yes - we offer A Level Theatre Studies and you don't need to have studied Drama at GCSE. 

Q What’s the most popular subject? 

A We have a number of popular subjects - but Psychology, Sociology and History often have large 

numbers of students. 



Q If my child picks Sports Science, does she get assessed on a selected sport? 

A Hi, this should be covered in the sport department video but if it isn’t, please ask our PE 

department who will be able to explain fully. 

Q Can I choose five subjects in Year 12? 

A We wouldn't recommend 5 subjects in Year 12, our experience is that this is one subject too 

many! 

 

Questions about extra-curricular activities 

 

Q Could I take part in extra-curricular music activities without taking Music for A Level? 

A Definitely! We have loads of enrichment opportunities. Wednesday afternoon is dedicated to 

this. Students can also join any of our bands, ensembles and groups - our soul and jazz bands 

are phenomenal! 

Q What do you have to offer in terms of music bands/ensembles within school? 

A We have fantastic music provision in the Sixth Form building, including a fully functioning 

recording studio. We have popular junior and senior choirs, and there are many opportunities 

to express your creative side! 

Q What post 16 sports teams have you got? 

A We run sports teams on Wednesday afternoons and recently have held football, netball and 

rugby fixtures against teams from other Sixth Forms. 

Q Do you have a debate club? 

A We do, it is an enrichment choice on a Wednesday afternoon. It is hugely popular with 

students! 

 

General questions about the Sixth Form 

 

Q How many free periods do you get a week? 

A You will have 5 hours of directed time, per subject, each week. We also provide two hours of 

enrichment each week. This leaves students with 3 free hours in Year 12. 

Q Are you required to stay in school during school periods? 

A Students are allowed to sign out of school during free periods but must return before their next 

lesson. 

Q Do Sixth Form students have free periods and where can then spend these? 

A A typical week is 25 lessons. Students will have 20 hours of timetabled lessons plus one hour of 

enrichment and volunteering. That leaves three hours of free time for students. 

Q Is there a designated Sixth Form area?  

A We are really lucky to have a dedicated Sixth Form building and new Post 16 Library and 

Resource Centre. It's like their own 'mini school'. 

Q What role does religion and the religious nature of the school play in the Sixth Form? 

A We are a Church school and our school values of Justice, Compassion, Forgiveness and Trust 

underpin all we do. Our Post 16 students lead by example in this regard. Students have one 

lesson of Young Leaders/RE every other week and in tutor time we have weekly Collective 

Worship. 



Q What residential opportunities do you have? 

A As a school we have an annual ski trip as well as once in a lifetime trips the most recent 

including Iceland and New York with Post 16 students well represented! We also have subject 

based trips such as Boggle Hole in Biology and residentials in Oxford for prospective students. 

Q What is EPQ? 

A It's the Extended Project Qualification. It has two hours of teacher support per week in Year 13 

and is usually completed alongside three other subjects. Students research a key area of interest 

and then produce what amounts to a small dissertation. Often young people complete their 

EPQ on something linked to what they might study at University. This is then often very helpful 

in interviews. Universities view the EPQ favourably. 

Q What is the dress code in Sixth Form? 

A We have no specific requirements around dress. Most young people come in what I would call 

'smart casual' but they would refer to as jeans and trainers. 

Q What percentage of students come from other schools? 

A Each year we welcome students from other schools across the city - usually ranging from 10 to 

25 students. 

Q Is there regular contact between school and parents on progress and areas to develop, 

or is the focus more on developing students' independence and working with their form 

tutor and teachers? 

A This is a great question. Over time we look to develop independence so that by the end of Year 

13 they are ready for their next steps whatever they might be. That said we find that in Year 12 

students still require lots of support to help build confidence and success. There is regular 

contact with home as needed from form tutors, teachers and Heads of Year. Staff are 

encouraged to contact parents with praise and areas to develop - we also send home 'student 

shout-outs' and have Gold Award winners every week. 

Q How many students do you have capacity for in the Sixth Form? 

A We currently have around 150 students in each year group. A number of up to 200 students in 

each year group is possible. At present like most Sixth Forms we have capacity to take 

additional students if they feel this is the best place for them to study. 

Q Do you get an individual form/support tutor? 

A Each student sees their form tutor for five minutes each morning and 15 minutes each 

afternoon. 

Q What’s the food like? 

A Sixth Formers are able to buy food from our new Year 11 and Post 16 Cafe but also are able to 

leave site and venture to 'Grub' which is just outside school. Both I hear are excellent! 

Q Is it easy to get a bus to the school? 

A Absolutely - there are a number of major bus stops right outside school on Hull Road. 

Q Do you have lessons all over the school or only in the Sixth Form building? 

A Good question. Until this year both. As a result of the current Covid safety measures all Post 16 

lessons are in the Post 16 building or Geography classrooms next door. The exception to this 

would be for subjects like art and textiles who need specialist facilities. When things return to 

normal we are keen to keep these arrangements if possible. 

Q is it possible to look around if coming from another school? 

A As soon as we possibly can we will invite students into school. In the meantime, we are very 

happy to have a Zoom meeting. 



Q Would I be able to use the school swimming pool and gym? 

A Students are able to use the Fitness Suite and we have Enrichment at David Lloyd. At present 

Post 16 students don't use the swimming pool. 

Q Do you have many students applying from schools other than AHS? 

A Yes, we have lots of external students from other schools both from within York and further 

afield. We spend lots of time getting to know these students and welcoming them into our sixth 

form. 

Q How many students progress from Year 12 to Year 13? 

A The vast majority move from Year 12 into Year 13, on rare occasions a small number of 

students decide to repeat Year 12. 

Q Is it possible to get individual advice on the challenges of a particular course for a 

student? 

A Absolutely. Check out all our curriculum videos to find out more and if you have more 

questions, please send us an email and someone will get in contact to chat more about your 

questions. 

Q Do you get free periods? If so how many and do you have to stay at the school during a 

free? 

A Yes, you will get some free periods throughout the week as well as timetabled independent 

studies. Students are given the privilege to leave site during their frees but there are certain 

times when you have to be in school. 

Q You mention an enrichment programme - what does that entail? 

A In Year 12, Wednesday afternoons are set aside for students to select an enrichment option. 

This can change on a half termly basis and covers options such sport, debate club, 

environmental action group, Duke of Edinburgh Award, Arts Award and many others. 

Q Do I get loads of free time? 

A I'm afraid not! We have a 25-hour week of which 22 are taken up with lessons and enrichment. 

It's good to be busy. 

Q What would the students say is the best thing about being at AHS? 

A I think students would say that they appreciate being known as an individual and for the 

amount of support and guidance we offer. 

Q What’s the impact of Covid on the Sixth form? 

A This is an interesting question. We have bubbled and zoned the school to ensure it's completely 

safe. This has meant that all Post 16 lessons (with the exception of those needing access to 

specialist classrooms like Art and Textiles) are delivered in the Post 16 building. This is 

something we want to try to maintain when we return to 'normal'. I know that parents were 

also impressed by the way we maintained contact and high-quality online work when we went 

into lockdown in March. 

Q What bus do I get from Wheldrake? 

A If you contact the school on 01904 411341, and ask to speak to our Business Manager, she will 

be able to provide you with this information. 

Q Hi, not really a question but we never had a computer for my daughter to use during 

lockdown! so we borrowed one through AHS!  now back at school we have purchased a 

chrome book through school for a small monthly direct debit payment! it’s a great help 

for me! 

A Thank you! 



Q How much mixing is there between the Sixth Form and the main school? 

A There is some - our Sixth Form students often volunteer in main school and work with younger 

students in our paired reading and mentoring programme, they also sing together in our choirs. 

Q Will I be able to be in a tutor group with my friends? 

A We look to ensure that all young people are in a form group with at least some of their friends. 

They also quickly make new friendships in the Sixth Form. 

Q What kind of work experience do you offer? 

A In the past we have offered Work Experience as an option on a Wednesday Period 5 and the 

final week of the academic year is dedicated to work experience. Many students also find (with 

our support if needed) work experience during the course of the year if it's needed for their 

progression. 

Q Can Sixth Form get detention? 

A They can indeed! For being late or not doing homework... It doesn't happen often though! 

Q How much homework will I get? 

A We ask that teachers follow up each lesson with some consolidation work and then there are 

bigger pieces of homework on a regular basis. There are however only four subjects rather than 

9 or 10 at GCSE! 

Q Do most AHS students stay on and do you have students coming from elsewhere? 

A Good question. About three quarters of AHS students stay on each year. About 20% of students 

each year come from other schools. 

Q What time does the day start and finish? 

A We begin at 8.45am and finish at 3.10pm. Many students arrive early and/or stay late in our 

excellent facilities. The Sixth Form Library is open until 6pm and often teachers put on extra 

lessons or support after school. 

Q What are your music facilities like? 

A They are excellent - we have two music classrooms and a fully functioning recording studio! 

Q Will we get to visit later in the year? 

A We absolutely hope so. As soon as it is safe we will welcome visitors into school. It's always best 

to see a school in action... 

 

Questions about Post-18 progression 

 

Q How many students get into their first or second choice university? 

A Last year 109 out of 111 UCAS applicants were successful in getting into their first or second 

university choice. 

Q If I'm interested in Engineering and also Primary School Teaching, which subjects do 

you think I should take to keep my options open to both careers. I'm currently taking 

Engineering at GCSE level (BTEC)? 

A These are really great career aspirations! We have a bespoke IAG process where we will talk to 

you about all the possible options. A primary course would require good qualifications, at level 

3, in any subjects you wish to study. If you wish to study Engineering at university, we would 

guide you to study Maths, Physics and Engineering with a further A Level or BTEC of your 

choice. 

 



Q What support is there for transition to university? 

A We run a weekly session in Year 13 helping students prepare their UCAS application, along with 

tutorials on developing the key skills needed to be successful at university. 

Q What proportion of your students go on to Russell Group universities? 

A Last year 42 out of 111 students went on from Year 13 to study at Russell Group universities - 

an excellent number. 

Q Hi - you say that apprenticeships happen after Year 11 and are an alternative to A 

Levels. Are apprenticeships available from companies after A Levels to take the student 

through university? 

A They are - students often finish their A Levels and apply for apprenticeships. We would support 

students with their apprenticeship applications just as we do with UCAS and offer places on the 

Career Ready programme for students keen on this route. 

Q And a follow-on question about apprenticeships, does the school have links with 

companies and/or offer support to students to get an apprenticeship?  

How many students generally go on to do an apprenticeship?" 

A We do have contacts with local companies, and work with NYBEP and Career Ready to secure 

work experience and internships. In 2019, eight students went on to apprenticeships and this 

year that number is likely to be significantly higher. 

Q Is careers support available in Sixth Form? 

A Absolutely - we encourage students to meet with the careers advisor should they need it, and 

offer a number of programmes to help inform students about possible options available to 

them. 

Q How many students have gone on to study veterinary science? 

A Every year we see a handful of students applying for medicine, dentistry and veterinary science 

- they are very competitive and we work closely with students who chose this route throughout 

Year 12 and 13. 

Q I want to be a vet, what subjects should I do? 

A We would recommend you study 1 or 2 of the A Level sciences, including Biology, alongside any 

other subjects which interest you. 

Q How many of your students got into Russell Group universities last year? 

A Last year we had 109 students get into their 1st or 2nd choice university, 42 of which were 

Russell Group universities. 

Q What support is there for going to university? Do you get help with applications and 

interviews? 

A We offer a weekly session with form tutors and have written guides and video tutorials to 

support UCAS and Apprenticeship applications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions about exams and results 

 

Q What percentage of students get A* or A in their A Levels? 

A 42% of all grades secured in Sixth Form in 2019 were A or A* equivalent, we pride ourselves on 

students making excellent progress. 

Q What will happen if GCSEs are cancelled this year? 

A Hopefully students will get a chance to sit their exams. If this is not possible we will use 

predicted grades like this year. This will be based on individual meetings with each family that 

we have each summer. 

Q What happens if you fail your maths GCSE do you have to resit? 

A If you don’t achieve a 4 in GCSE Maths or English in Year 11, we support you in re-sitting these 

GCSEs in Year 12 so that you have the full choice of progression routes available to you after 

Year 13. 

Q What are the A Level results like for drama? 

A Results for A Level Theatre Studies are really strong and many of our students who take this 

course go on to study drama or performing arts at university or drama school. 

 

Questions about additional support 

 

Q What support do you have for learners with additional needs? 

A All students are encouraged to meet with our SENDCo to discuss additional needs, we work 

with students and their families to offer as much support as possible. 

Q What provision do you have for pupil premium students? 

A We look to support all students in any way we can. We also have access to Post 16 

Discretionary Funding that can be used to support students’ education. This is means tested 

based on family income. 

Q Do all students get access to laptops? 

A Within school all students have access to Chromebooks for their study periods. If young people 

need support in terms of electronic devices to use at home we will look to help. 

Q What access arrangements for students who are visually impaired? My daughter is 

partially sighted, has an EHCP and would require significant support. 

A We would invite your family into school to speak with our Sixth Form team and SENDCo to 

discuss the specific provision we could offer in order to make your daughter feel comfortable in 

our Sixth Form. 

Q What support do you have for students from other schools? 

A We try to mirror as much as possible the experience that Archies students get. All students will 

be invited in for a one to one meeting. We will also buddy young people up with either other 

students joining us from their current school or with like-minded students from Archies. We do 

everything we can to help students joining us feel part of our school community as soon as 

possible. 

Q What support do you have for students with additional needs? 

A We do all we can to support each and every student. We work closely with families to provide 

as much support for additional needs as possible. We have an excellent SENDCo who leads in 

this area. We are very happy to have individual conversations, please just get in touch. 



Questions about applying to the Sixth Form 

 

Q What is the deadline for applications? 

A We would encourage applications to be made as soon possible so that your choices are factored 

in to selecting option blocks. 

Q What happens if too many people want to study a subject? 

A We would look to put on more than one group if there was the demand. 

Q If current students have to apply by Monday, have they already had a chance to talk 

over A Level choices? 

A The deadline is Monday 14th December for internal applications but we will be arranging one 

to one meetings for all Yr11 students and often find that their choices change over Year 11. 

External deadlines across the city are around February half term. 

Q Are your entry requirements different for external and internal applicants? 

A Absolutely not. Same entry requirements for everyone. Most subjects are grade 5 or above. 

Q what grade do you need in maths to do it as an A Level 

A Grade 7 for A Level Maths. 

Q Thanks for the info and content really well put together. 

A You're welcome! Thank you. 

Q How soon do we find out if our subject combination works? 

A If you make your application before 14th December, we will do everything we can to make the 

options fit. The option blocks are not fixed and we do everything we can to make them work. If 

there are any clashes, we'll get in contact as soon as possible. 

Q How do you apply? Can you send me the application form? 

A The application forms are available on our website, we can also email these across to you. If 

you are an internal student a paper copy will be issued by your Form Tutor. The application 

form for external students is located on the website with other resources from tonight. Internal 

students will start one to one meetings next week. All external applicants will also benefit from 

this. 

Q What happens if you do badly in Year 12? Can you still continue to Year 13 or do you 

have to resit the year? 

A We would discuss this with students and their families during Year 12 and decide upon a plan 

together. We are confident we can put support plans in place to allow students to make 

excellent progress. We treat each student individually. One of the benefits of four subjects is 

that it helps with effective transition to three subjects in Year 13. The vast majority of students 

progress into Year 13 but a small number decide to restart Year 12 if it's in their best interests. 

Q Do you limit the number of students admitted to Year 12? 

A We don't have a limit in Year 12. We currently have about 150 students in each year group but 

would like to grow to 200. 

Q Hi Mr Williams, thank you! I know you have already said this, but do Archbishop’s Year 

11 pupils get the forms this week and the opportunity to talk to you this week? How are 

they invited or reminded? Through their form tutor? thank you. 

A All Year 11 students will see either Mr Williams, Mr Daly, Mr Green-Harding or Miss Kitney over 

the next two weeks. These start on Friday and students will be informed by their form tutors. 


