
 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

Values – Care – Achievement

School Newsletter 389
Thursday 10 December 2020

www.archbishopholgates.academy

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

A reminder that we will be hosting a ‘virtual’ 
Year 13 Parents’ Evening next Wednesday, 16 
December (further detail is included in Sixth 
Form News).
Students and staff are looking forward to the 
festive activities taking place during next week, 
including best decorated form room, Christmas 

DEAR, Christmas Lunch and the ice rink.
Also, thank you to everyone for supporting our staff who have raised 
£700 for the Movember Foundation to support issues men’s mental 
health.  A mighty effort during a difficult time.  Thank you to everyone 
for their support.

Upcoming Events

Wed 16 Dec
Fri 18 Dec

Mon 4 Jan
Tue 5 Jan

Y13 Parents’ Evening
School finishes at 1.10pm
Staff Training Day (school closed to students)
Students return

Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective Worship students have been 
using material produced by the Archbishop of York Youth Trust and 
Prayer Spaces in Schools, aided by Archbishop Stephen - Sacred 
Spaces at Advent.  One of our daily quotes:

“In the midst of movement and chaos, keep 
stillness inside of you.”
Deepak Chopra, Indian-American author
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Face Coverings
We would like to thank all parents and carers for ensuring students 
have a mask to wear in school.  It is very important that EVERY student 
in school has a face covering and wears it whenever not in a classroom.  
Please ensure your child has:
   -   A clean face covering every day
   -   Knows how to put it on and store it correctly
If your child has a reason why they cannot wear a face covering, please 
contact their Head of Year.  We would like to refer parents and carers of 
students with Asthma to https://www.asthma.org.uk/advice/triggers/
coronavirus-covid-19/what-should-people-with-asthma-do-now/
should-i-wear-a-face-mask-or-face-covering/ who are advising that a 
face covering should be worn if you can.  We will be providing visors for 
those students who cannot wear a face covering..
As schools return to more normality and there is more movement 
around the site, masks will have an increasing significance as a measure 
to prevent the spread of Covid.

12 Days of Christmas Hamper Appeal
A massive thank you from the Unity Team.  The response to the 12 Days 
of Christmas Hamper Appeal has been amazing.  We have had to load 
up wagons with the help of the site team to bring everything down to 
the packing room.  Due to the overwhelming generosity, we are able 
to deliver Christmas hampers to those in need.  Also, we will be able to 
make up treat boxes to those living in sheltered accommodation, staff 
in care homes and to some of our students who we feel deserve a treat.  
We have also given ten crates of food to foodbank, as we were given lots 
of items in addition to the hamper goodies.  A small donation by many, 
can make a massive difference to a lot of people.  Thank you!
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Calling all budding young artists! 
AHS would like some artwork to go with the Primary Christmas video 
being created for our virtual Christmas Service.  We are looking for some 
illustrations to go with the music, anything with a Christmas theme 
would be lovely. 
Please email any pictures to Mrs Newton at mnewton@
archbishopholgates.org as soon as possible (before 11 December). 

Message from Head of Year 10
Team Ten Update
On Monday 14 December, school will post out the Interim data for your 
child; this will show the current level of effort and behaviour, as well as 
indicating how well your child is engaging with their homework.  To 
remind you, all homework is now set on the Google Classroom.  The 
data will also show how well students are progressing towards their 
target grades for each of their GCSEs.  If the world of education returns 
to some form of normality over the next year, which, given the global 
news of a Covid vaccination, is hopeful, then your child will have roughly 
255 school days until their first GCSE exam in May 2022 (not including 
weekends and holidays).  To put this into some form of linear time 
context, since the first lockdown on 16 March, there have been 269 days 
that have passed.  I personally feel that time has evaporated!  Please be 
prepared, in early January, to discuss with us a plan for ensuring your 
child achieves their deserved results, in person, via the phone or email.
Many thanks to the tutor team for 
embracing the best decorated 
classroom competition; I look 
forward to lifting the inaugural 
AHS Christmas Trophy. However, 
more decorations are always a 
bonus and somehow feel robbed 
of the full Christmas decoration 
experience if the rooms don’t look 
like Santa sneezed in a tinsel factory.  As you can see 
from the photos we are also engaging in the spirit 
of Christmas in our communal areas.
This week saw the Year 10 Annual Charity “Bring a Coin to School” Day 

to raise money for Young Minds.  
Thank you to everyone who 
supported the event for those 
around the country who are in 
need of mental health provision. 

On Monday 14 December it will be Team Ten’s turn on the Ice Rink as 
a reward for their hard work, good attendance, polite behaviour and 
living the school values into being through our words and actions.  It 
will be a non-uniform day for Year 10.  Those students who usually arrive 
at school in their PE kit will still need to do this as their PE lesson is not 
affected by their turn on the ice, but remember to have their change of 
clothes in their bag.  Christmas jumpers for those that have them would 
be great (but no need to buy one specially).
Thank you for the donations of food and other items, for the Twelve 
Days of Christmas collection.  At a time of year when we look to give 
as well as receive, it is lovely to know that in a small way we are making 
someone else’s Christmas a little bit better.
May I wish you all a restful, peace filled and safe festive period.
Miss Turvey 

This Week’s 
School News

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to 
celebrate our school community.
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Christmas Lunch
Christmas Lunch will be served in school on Wednesday 16 December, 
cost of the meal will be £2.50 (menu below).  This is always a great event 
and one students really enjoy.

‘Christmas in Bun’
Choice of 

Turkey, stuffing & pigs in blankets
Sliced Quorn fillet, stuffing & roasted vegetables

xXx

Christmas Biscuit
or

Christmas traybake

Year 7 Bright Sparks Learning Challenges
Please continue to submit your 
challenges via Google Classroom, on 
paper to Mr Lever or your Form Tutor by 
the deadline of Wednesday 16 December.  A reminder that students in 
Year 7 are invited to complete up to three challenges, with the winner 
receiving a £10 voucher and invited to breakfast with Mr Daly.  We 
hope you have enjoyed the challenge of learning in a different way and 
the freedom to structure things a little differently.  The challenges are 
available on Google Classroom, Twitter, notice board in the Library and 
via Form Tutors. Remember, there will be a prize for the Form with the 
most entries.  Good luck.  Mr Lever

The Year 10 Team
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This Week’s 
School News (continued
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MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

     KS3 French – Beth Ravilious, 8NAm
     KS3 German – Faith Lister, 7Mr, and
                                      Adan Knowles, 8MLn
     KS3 Spanish - Rosa Gladwin, 7Gr
     KS4 French – daniella Oldenburg, 9MSt
     KS4 German – Rebecca Teasdale, 11Dn
     KS4 Spanish – Izzy Andrew, 10JLi

Careers Corner 
Askham Bryan Taster Week, 11 - 15 January

Askham Bryan College have been busy 
putting together online materials for the York 
Schools Taster Week in January. 
The booking form is now live via their What’s On page:  https://
www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/whats-on

Year 10 Maths Period 6

OF THE WEEK 
 

Intermolecular forces:  Intermolecular forces are the forces 
which mediate interaction between molecules, including 
forces of attraction or repulsion which act between molecules 
and other types of neighbouring particles.  “When large 
intermolecular forces are present, a liquid will tend to be thick 
or highly viscous.”

@AHSChaplaincy:  Christmas tree, 
Nativity scene, snow storm lighting 
effect.... the @AHSYork Reception 
area is looking very festive!  @
DioceseOfYork @PathfinderMAT@
CofE_Education

Year 10 - Science Period 6 continues
As part of our commitment to support students with their learning, 
Science Period 6 (after school) sessions continue on a Monday evening 
until Christmas.  The sessions cover essential Biology, Physics and 
Chemistry revision and will be led by subject specialists.  Students will 
have received an invite to the sessions which take place in the Harris 
Building (English block).  Those without an invite do not need to attend.  
Students have been informed which group and room to attend.
To supplement this, each student has been invited to join the Science P6 
Google Classroom.  This will ensure that all resources covered are easily 
accessible from home or Homework Club.  Please do encourage your 
child to accept our invitation.  Thank you for your support.  Mr Lever
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Christmas bauble 
and snowflake 

templates to cut out 
and decorate for 
your form room
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Updates from Assistant Head: Acting Director of Post 16, Mr Williams
Sixth Form Application Forms - We would encourage anyone who wants a place at Sixth Form to return their 
application form as soon as possible.  The deadline is Monday 14 December to help us structure the timetable and ensure 
the best possible fit of subjects.  We would recommend students still put in an application, even if they are currently 
unsure, as this can be reviewed and changed later in the year.  The important part is the first step!  If you have any specific 
questions about our Sixth Form, including Post 16 life, curriculum or opportunities, please contact Mr Williams. 

Head of Year 13, Mr Charlton
Year 13 Parents’ Evening - Due to current restrictions and to ensure the safety of all involved, we will be holding this as 
a virtual event with appointments running from 3.45–7.15pm.  We would encourage students to be with you for your 
appointment.  Appointments will be made in the usual way, using the appointment sheet to book a slot with subject 
teachers during lessons.  Subject teachers will use your son/daughter’s school Google Account to create the online 
appointment.  This is the same account they use to login and see their homework on a weekly basis.  On the evening itself 
you will need to log in to your son/daughter’s Google Account and use Google Meet to complete the video conversation 
with subject teachers.  As on all Parents’ Evenings, appointments will be limited to 5 minutes.  If you need any help, please 
email parentsevening@archbishopholgates.org.

UCAS and University Interviews - Congratulations to all students who have received offers from their universities.  We continue to be 
thrilled each time an offer comes through - please keep us informed as you receive these.  Equally, well done to all students who have taken 
part in either a mock or real interview this week.  These are daunting experiences at the best of times and even more challenging in the 
current circumstances.  Students have taken these very seriously and have demonstrated they are excellent candidates.  A reminder that the 
external deadline for UCAS applications is 15 January.  However, it is vital that we receive any outstanding applications before Christmas to  
have sufficient time to check students’ applications and ensure their reference is accurate and the best it can possibly be.  Remember to see 
Mr Charlton in L4 for support at any point this week.
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Head of Year 12, Miss Cox
Student Leader and School Captains - The end of this term marks the end of our current Student Leader’s term.  We are 
grateful for everything each one has done and will be acknowledging their service to Sixth Form over the coming weeks.  
It is, however, time to hand over the leadership to our new Year 12s.  It has been a pleasure to read the vast array of student 
leader applications.  Yet again, these reflect the calibre of students and their commitment to making a difference.  We will 
be meeting each student individually over the coming weeks and will have our official new Student Leadership team in 
place early next term.  We will also be carrying out interviews for School Captains in the first week back after Christmas. 
Nestle Masterclass - Well done to all students who took part in the Nestle Masterclass.  This was a great opportunity for students to develop 
professional skills, including personal reflections; skills identification and development and an insight into professional working habits.  The 
students were, as ever, a credit to the school and excellent ambassadors for the Year 12 focus of “examples to follow”. 

Covid Systems and Structures Reminder - A reminder to all Sixth Formers to 
continue to do everything they can to reduce the spread of Covid.  This includes 
actions both inside and outside of school.  Students should follow government 
guidelines and ensure they are regularly washing their hands, wearing masks and 
maintain social distancing wherever possible. 

Post Mock Meetings - It has been a genuine pleasure to meet with so many 
students and their families over the last couple of weeks to discuss mock 
outcomes.  These productive meetings have helped students identify their next 
steps to maximise their achievement.  If you would like a meeting with a member 
of the Sixth Form leadership team, please contact Miss Walton. 

Sixth Form on Ice - Sixth Form students will have the opportunity to sign up for 
an ice skating slot after school during the final week.  There are several slots still 
available for students to book across the week on a first come, first served basis 
(there are enough slots for everyone).  It is vital that students and parents return the 
permission form on Google Forms, which is in both the letter emailed home and 
on students’ year group Google Classroom. 

Sixth Form Dress Down Day on Friday 18 December. This event has been planned 
by Student Leaders to raise funds for the AHS Unity Fund. 
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Extra-Curricular PE
The new extra-curricular timetable has 
now started with additional clubs for Year 
8 and 9:
•   Monday  –  Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
•   Tuesday  –  Y9 Basketball (Gym)
                              Y9 Netball (Tennis Courts)
                              Y7 Rugby (Field)
                              Y8 Football (Field)
•   Thursday – Y7 Cricket (Sports Hall)
                              Y9 Dance

Opportunity to win a Fitbit!

Secondary School Run: Due to the current 
pandemic, many of the inter school 
competitions have been cancelled including 
the cross country event.  We are looking to 
run a virtual competition across schools and 
this half term’s challenge is a distance run.  
To enter, students need to run the following 
distance: Y7-8 – 2.5km; Y9-11 – 3.5km.  Then 
enter the time by logging on to www.
koboca.co.uk entering the username for 
Archbishop Holgate’s School (Archbishop13 
/ Ofbe3592e951).  To encourage people to 
stay active in these unprecedented times, 
York School Sports network are providing 
a Fitbit Ionic to one student who enters a 
virtual competition before Christmas (this 
will be a random selection, not the fastest 
time).  Thank you to everyone who takes 
part.  Kevin Davies, York School Sports 
Manager.

PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This is 
a health and safety precaution and must be 
adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, this 
makes it easier to return items to their rightful 
owner.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for PE 
lessons, but we encourage students to wear 
the reversible PE top as this is safer for rugby.
Please check PE kit - we loaned a lot of spare 
kit since September which hasn’t been 
returned.  If you have any PE Kit with ‘AHS’ 
written on the label, please return items 
before the end of school term.  Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who have PE Period 
1 must arrive at school in their PE kit. 

PE Lessons
Students should always bring their PE kit to 
lesson even if they are excused by a medical 
note.  If a student is too unwell to take part 
fully in the lesson, teachers will differentiate 
so they can be part of the lesson in some 
capacity.

Calling all past and future sports leaders!
If you have been a part of past primary PE festivals or someone who would like to volunteer as a 
Sports Leader in the future, you are welcome to enter another competition to win a Fitbit.  Please read 
and follow instructions in the enclosed letter.  Teams can be no more than three students and the 
competition closes Friday 15 January 2021.
The Leadership Academy is going to look significantly different this year with the restrictions on mass 
participation events and inability to cross ‘bubbles’ due to Covid.  However, being physically active has 
never been more important than it is now. 
We would like your help in creating virtual opportunities to get young people active.  You can work 
in teams of up to three, to create and design a challenge to get more young people active.  To help 
you get started, here are some national ideas that have been successful in the past:  toilet roll keepy-
up challenge; can a school travel (virtually) from Land’s End to John O’Groats by recording miles 
walked by students; lots of charities run ‘can you complete (set distance) in a month’ or ‘number of 
squats in a month’, etc.  Other examples can be found at: Speed Bounce - https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ljxxh41aJFg; Football Challenge - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVB_
Yr9KVEw&feature=youtu.be.
You can present your idea through PowerPoint, Prezi, video tutorial or any method you would like.  
You may want to include someone who is good at media in your group.  It would need to be in a 
format that could be sent to schools to explain and promote your challenge to get young people 
active.  It would be great to have something for social media promotion too.  It doesn’t need to be 
long.  Something short, sharp and punchy, that is clear for students to understand and take part.
Try and be imaginative.  We are looking for something exciting that young people would like to get 
involved in.  The activities should be suitable for secondary school aged students.
Please submit your entries to your Head of PE who will in turn pass them on to your School Games 
Organiser.  The best entry from each sports partnership will receive a prize from North Yorkshire Sport.
The winning entry from each area will be submitted and the team with the best idea and presentation/
promotion in North Yorkshire will win a Fitbit Ionic each (max 3).  Schools across the county will then 
be asked to take part in the idea.  Good luck and please return your entries to your Head of PE by Friday 
15 January 2021.

Leadership Academy Challenge
Your child has been invited to enter a challenge to design a virtual activity 
to get people active.  This could be provided in any format including 
video.

The winning team will receive a Fitbit Ionic (max teams of 3) and their 
idea will be used to encourage physical activity across North Yorkshire.

Any entry may be used across schools to increase physical activity levels.  
For this reason, we need parental permission for your child to appear in 
the video / use their idea across schools to promote activity.

If you give your consent for this, please complete the slip below and 
return to your PE teacher.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To:  Mr Brannigan, Head of PE, Archbishop Holgate’s School

I am happy for my child’s idea and/or video to be used across schools to 
promote physical activity.

Student Name:  ……………………………………………………….

Parent’s Name:  ………………………………………………………

Signed:  …..……………………………………………………………

Date:  …………………………………


