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Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy 
Easter break and we look forward to welcoming 
students back on Monday 12 April.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Break up for half term:
A reminder that school breaks up for the Easter 
holidays this Friday at 1.10pm.  If your child 

qualifies for Free School Meals, they can collect a pack up from the 
Main Hall at that time.  Buses have also been rearranged for the earlier 
finish.

Return to school and the one-way system:
School re-starts on Monday 12 April.  As normal, we are asking students 
to arrive between 8.30-8.45am, ‘drifting’ into their new form rooms.

We continue to work tirelessly to ensure that the systems of control in 
place at school are of the highest standards.  There are seven control 
measures recommended by the Department for Education to keep 
schools safe and operational during the pandemic.  These are:
1)   Minimise contact with individuals who are required to self-isolate 
by ensuring they do not attend school.
2)   Ensure face coverings are used in recommended circumstances.
3)   Ensure everyone is advised to clean their hands thoroughly and 
more often than usual.
4)   Ensure good respiratory hygiene for everyone by promoting the 
‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.
5)   Maintain enhanced cleaning, including frequently touched 
surfaces, using standard products such as detergents.
6)   Consider how to minimise contact across the school site and 
maintain social distancing wherever possible.
7)   Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.

When school reopens after the Easter break we will continue to use all 
seven measures, however, we would like to clarify the change being 
applied to measure six.  Students are currently restricted to zones across 
the school and taught within year group bubbles.  On return, students 
will continue to be taught within these bubbles, however, we will be 
removing the zones to enhance student access to different facilities.  
There will be no cross-year activities and students will continue to 
wear face coverings in all communal areas whilst transiting to other 
locations.  

As part of this process we will have a full school one-way system in 
operation which we have been explaining and demonstrating to 
students this week to fully understand their routes to and from their form 
rooms and teaching classrooms. 
Form rooms:
Please see the attached list of form rooms for after the Easter holidays, 
including the entrance students need to use.  They will need to use the 
hand washing facilities which are outside the entrance.   (A list of form 
rooms is available at:  https://archbishopholgates.academy/wp-content/
uploads/2021/03/Form-rooms-Sheet1.pdf.
One-way system:
We have shown a video to students this week to explain and demonstrate 
the one-way system.  Please follow the link to access the video: https://
drive.google.com/file/d/1vFNlEulSuq6iuFT0nWYurLjp9TRfAm0f/
view?usp=sharing.
Social distancing before and after school:
We politely ask that all parents remind their children that they should 
be socially distancing before and after school.  We must all continue to 
comply with government lock down rules.  From Monday 29 March, we 
are ‘allowed to meet outside, either with one other household or within 
the “rule of six”, including in private gardens’.
This week, we have been highlighting to students the importance of 
consideration and care for those around us, including our local community; 
that to many people, groups of teenagers can be intimidating and that 
whilst we all have the right to enjoy ourselves, we should always think of 
others first and how our actions might affect them.  Any student in school 
uniform who does not live the school values into being outside of school 
and does not pay due regard to our local community will be disciplined 
within school and the police contacted if appropriate.  We are fully aware 
that the majority of our students are excellent ambassadors for their 
parents and the school and would ask that no-one accepts or condones 
inappropriate or inconsiderate behaviour.
Bike security:
We ask that parents/carers please ensure that if their child cycles to school 
they use a suitable lock while their bikes are at school.   Unfortunately, 
the school cannot accept any liability for loss or damage, but we do 
everything we can to keep them safe and secure while on site.
Start and end of the school day:  We politely ask that parents/carers do not 
drive onto the school site between the following times:
     –  8.25-9.00am
     –  2.50-3.35pm
There is a highly effective system that we have had in place for some time 
which allows a safe entrance and exit for our students.
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Food for Thought
Throughout Lent, during Form Tutor Collective Worship, students have 
explored  the theme of Pilgrim Pathways.  The final item needed on our 
pilgrimage is food and nourishment.   One of our daily quotes:

“The measure of a man’s greatness is not the 
number of servants he has, but the number of 
people he serves.”
John Hagee, American Pastor

To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight 
to your phone or other electronic device sign 
up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

This Week’s 
School News
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Upcoming Events

Fri 26 Mar
29 Mar-9 Apr
Mon 12 Apr
Mon 3 May
Fri 28 May

School finishes at 1.10pm
Easter holidays
Students return
May Bank Holiday
Staff Training Day (School closed to students

Message from Head of Year 11
It has been an absolute delight to have the 
building buzzing with Year 11 presence over 
the last few weeks and whilst there have been 
various challenges to reforming our group 
community back within the school building, 
our students have met the challenge with 
various measures of resilience, humour, 
bravery, conscientiousness, maturity 
and responsibility.  They have further 
demonstrated their commitment to learning 
with weekly attendance figures of 97.6% and 
96.5% respectively over the first two weeks 
back.  Very well done to them and to yourselves 
for the support.  Late arrival to school remains 
an issue for a small, but impactful, minority of 
students and we do expect our students to 
arrive on time and enter the building between 
8.30am and ready for an 8.45am registration 
start.  This allows all our students and teachers 
to be  ready for an uninterrupted day ahead.
Students had a taste of the reality of National 
Exam preparation this week when they 
received the list of subjects they are being 
entered for and they were required to sign to  
say that it was an accurate list for each of them.  
I believe It has, for many of them, made the 
process feel real for the first time.  We hope that 
the information provided to parents (last week) 
regarding Year 11 assessments has been useful, 
the letter included information about all the 
topics that will be on the May assessments, broken down by subject 
areas.  Students will, this week, be sign-posted towards Easter revision 
activities that can be completed in all their subjects, in preparation 
for the May assessments.  We are encouraging all Year 11 students to 
have some ‘downtime’ over Easter and enjoy time with their families, 
we would also encourage them to ensure that they complete their 
Easter homework in their subjects and make some time for additional 
revision, if they have any areas or subjects where they are lacking 
confidence.  The period from Easter until June half term is traditionally 
a time when students accelerate their progress and I am confident 
that many of our Year 11s will do exactly that and make the most of 
all opportunities to secure the best grades possible in the summer. 
It is no surprise that our Year 11 students continue to be praised by 
their teachers and, whilst the whole year group continue to apply 
themselves assiduously, preparing for the upcoming assessments, 
‘Shouts Outs’ have been given this week to: Charlie P, Daisy H; Mia H; 
Will L; Sophie W; Josh FA, Jocelin L; James D; Adam W; Ben S; Izzy F; 
Aleyna C; Sophia Mc; Abi E; Amber A; Tom E; Bailey W; 11b1; Natasha 
P; Science classes: 11C1; 11S3; 11sb1; 11a1; Philo D; John M; Kirsty H; 
English 11b2; Leah W; Wiktoria K; Ellen M; Rowan F; Jess F; Tom F; luke 
J; Hannah K; Hannah L; Josh R; George B; Katie H; Georgia H; Jess L; 
Rebecca L; Ashleigh R; Alice W; Leoni H; Matthew B; Evie J; Harvey W; 
Jake Noel; Tia H; Oliver W; Ben H; Jenna O; Ben A; Lento Y; Bobby M; 
Carla P; Mia R; Katie R; Emma H; Niamh M; Sonny S; Isla BM; Amelie 
HD; Ila B; Ben R; Rueben YB; Sophie F; Chloe F; Rebecca T; Ebony 
K; Megan R; Jake F; Holly T;  Grace M; Klya B; Fred l  and George W.

Careers Corner 
Roots Online is a programme, 
which aims to support young 
people (Year 7-11) in York and 
the surrounding area to make 
informed choices about their 
educational progression opportunities.  It is flexible, designed to 
be accessible and completed from home.
The aims and objectives of the project are:
•  To provide the opportunity for students to create their own skill 
set to build their future in higher education.
•  To provide students with the experience and understanding of 
higher education to allow them to make informed choices.
•  To provide students with the confidence and self-esteem to 
consider that higher education is an option if they wish to pursue 
it.
•  To dispel myths about higher education and student finance 
and to raise aspiration, not only for higher education, but for 
lifelong learning.
For more information about the offer please use the 
following link:  https://www.york.ac.uk/schools-and-
colleges/pre-16/roots-to-success/roots-online/?utm_
source=University%20of%20York&utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=12195500_Roots%20Online-%20Month%20
1&dm_i=1BEN,79E3W,ACQCN,TFN99,1



 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

This Week’s 
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York Minster Survey 
Dear Friends, I wonder how you see or 
perceive York Minster?  
I am writing to ask for your assistance.   Those of us with the responsibility 
of caring for York Minster are beginning to make new plans.  We’ve got 
some good ideas, of course, but we would like to discover how you see 
York Minster - what it is, what is does and what it’s for - at this current 
time.  So it would be a huge help if you could complete our survey, it 
should take between 5-10 minutes and is easy to use.  Later on in the 
Summer I will share a summary of what we learn with your help.  Thank 
you, in anticipation, for the generous gift of your time and perception.
With my very best wishes,
Rt Revd Dr Jonathan Frost, The Dean of York 
Please find the strategic plan survey link at:  http://bit.ly/3rXIy11

Year 11 English Easter Revision Activities
Year 11 students will be set English Easter revision activities on Google 
Classroom.  The revision activities and resources will help students 
revise for the GCSE English Language Paper 2 and Charles Dickens’  ‘A 
Christmas Carol’.  These tasks will help students to effectively prepare 
for their in-school May exams.  Students should ensure they have 
completed their work to the best of their ability for the week back after 
the Easter holiday.

VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School

School Cleaner
Permanent, 20 hours per week, 3.30-7.30pm, Full Year

£9.30 per hour

Closing Date: Wednesday 31 March, midnight

Interview:  As soon as possible after closing date

For more information visit:
https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, 
committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

Student Reminder
A reminder to all students to bring in a bottle of water 
each morning.  
It is important to keep hydrated!

News from Archies Kitchen
Although it doesn’t seem five minutes ago we 
were planning Christmas lunch, suddenly we 
are heading into Easter.  We are getting into 
the spirit by making traditional Easter nests for 
the children to enjoy at lunchtime. 
The challenges we face working in a school 
environment is the image most parents 
have of school lunches, you either fall into two camps, the nostalgic camp 
that remembers chips, cheese and gravy with chocolate sponge and mint 
custard, or the latter, who remember soggy cabbage, baked bean rounders 
and semolina with a blob of jam.  Our aim is to make sure students enjoy their 
lunches and actively want to have a school meal.  Rumour has it we are well 
on our way to achieving that with the new and improved menu, the buzz 
around social areas and staff room suggest we are definitely heading in the 
right direction, the positive response is lovely to hear and I would like to thank 
the parents who took time to email us directly praising our new menu choices.
After Easter, we will be reviewing our ‘meal-deal’ option available at 
lunchtimes, we feel this gives excellent value for money at £2.50, the children 
can purchase a grab pot or sandwich, cake or biscuit and a drink, making a 
saving of 35p if the items were purchased separately.  We also offer the option 
at lunch time to purchase a grab pot or sandwich with either a cake or biscuit 
or a drink for £2, this then enables a child to purchase an item at break priced 
at 50p. 
Although we have only seen all the children for 3 weeks it has been a pleasure 
and we would like to do a quick shout out to the following:
Year 7 - Casper Farrell and Shannon Smith
Year 8 - Harley Young and Callum Hanson
Year 9 - Charlie Hope
Year 10 - Tasha-Lee Smith and Ben Middleton
Year 11 - Mckenzie Humprey and Dominic Been
Post-16 - Grace Edmondson 
All these students have impressed the kitchen team with their polite manners 
and all round good-natured personalities.  There will be a nice little treat 
waiting for them after Easter as a reward. 

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to 
celebrate our school community.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Update from Assistant Head: Acting Director of Post 16, Mr Williams
This week has certainly been poignant.  As we reflected upon the one-year anniversary of the first lock down, it was inevitable, 
as students and teachers, that we reflect on the challenges of the previous year.  There have undoubtedly been challenges 
for everybody and the experience, for both Year 12 and 13 students, is unlike that of any other year.  However, despite these 
difficulties, I have been inspired by the optimistic resilience of our students.  They continue to work hard.  They continue to 
engage with enrichment, leadership and other opportunities.  They continue to look to the future and apply for university, 
apprenticeships and employment.  Essentially, they keep going and make the most of what they have.  As I step down as 
Director of Sixth Form, this is how I will remember the Sixth Formers.  Hard-working and determined young people.  Although 
I will not be leading the Sixth Form after Easter, I want to stress to students and families that I will continue to be there for them 
and support them in any way I can.
I hope you and your families have a restful Easter. 

Head of Year 13, Mr Charlton
Firstly, I would like to express how wonderful it is to have Year 13 back in Sixth Form and their classrooms and secondly, 
congratulate them for their outstanding efforts these past two weeks.  Staff have been delighted with their efforts and this 
will stand them in good stead for their exams at the end of April/beginning of May.  We are still planning a Prom for 9 July to 
celebrate the end of their AHS Journey and have asked for ideas from students about other celebration events we could host 
in school.
As Easter approaches, we would expect students to find a balance between their rest, relaxation and studies and have given 
students blank revision timetables to help them plan their time accordingly.  In addition to this we have offered the following 
advice, as we do every year to Year 13 students, preparing for examinations:
•  Work out a plan for revision/study counting back from the exam itself – ensuring time for each subject
•  Be realistic – NO ONE revises all day, every day!
•  2 x 30 minute concentrated slots per subject per day divided between school and home is a good starting point
•  Plan in rest days – if you have stuck to your plan you can reward yourself with a rest – if you haven’t, then you know you’ll have some flexibility to 
work on the rest day instead.
We have also flagged with students, the next steps regarding UCAS applications and applying for student finance.  The website for Student Finance 
England is https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login.  Any and all apprenticeships and employment opportunities which we learn about 
are posted on our Year 13 Google Classroom and should you feel your son/daughter requires a Careers Interview, please ask them to let their form 
tutors know and these can be arranged.
Please don’t hesitate to get in contact if you have any questions or queries via mcharlton@archbishopholgates.org.
UCAS Next Steps:  “I’ve had a reply from my 5 choices, what happens now?”  Many of you have heard back from your 5 chosen universities with their 
decisions on your application.  These will either be:
•  A conditional offer means you still need to meet the requirements – usually exam results.
•  An unconditional offer means you’ve got a place, although there might still be a few things to arrange.
•  An unsuccessful or withdrawn choice removes that option, but you could add more.
You have plenty of time to reply, this date will be highlighted on the UCAS App when you login.  You can make three types of reply:
1.  Firm acceptance – this is your first choice.  If it’s an unconditional offer, the place is yours!  So that course provider will expect you as their student.  
Or, if it’s conditional, the place is yours if you meet the offer conditions.  So just in case you don’t, you can pick a second offer as a backup – your 
insurance acceptance.
2.  Insurance acceptance – the back-up choice to a conditional firm acceptance.  If you’re choosing an insurance, go for something with lower offer 
conditions – make sure it’s somewhere you’d still be happy to go to though.  That way, if your results are lower than expected, you might still meet 
the conditions at your insurance choice; then you’d have your place confirmed there.
3.  Decline – you’ll need to decline any other offers you get.  However, if you decide you don’t want to accept any of the offers, you can decline them 
all and add more courses in UCAS’s Extra service.  Alternatively, you can see what courses still have vacancies later on in the UCAS Clearing Service.  
NB.  You can only accept one firm choice and one insurance choice.  You must decline all other offers.
Reply Dates -  Last decision received on or before:  Means your reply date is:
  31 March 2021    5 May 2021
  6 May 2021    3 June 2021
  3 June 2021    17 June 2021
As ever, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to be in touch
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Head of Year 12, Miss Cox
Well done!  Year 12 have been amazing this last term.  I’m very proud of the commitment, hard work and resilience that year 12 
have shown and it’s been a pleasure to have them back in school. 
The first week after Easter will see Year 12 assessment week, students have been given guidance from teachers on how to 
prepare and blank revision timetables to help them plan their time accordingly.  The tips below from Mr Charlton are also 
relevant to Year 12. 
Please encourage students to enjoy the well-deserved rest over the holidays; get outside, explore the beauty of Spring, do some 
baking etc. 

The summer term will be really busy as we start exploring UCAS and future progression as well as preparing for both the Easter and Summer 
assessments.  Therefore, it is vital that students maintain positive wellbeing strategies, work balance and start looking to the future. 
Enter the #Health Selfie challenge:  Take a selfie doing something positive for wellbeing, trying something new or of something worth sharing.  
Entries to be emailed to Miss Cox by the end of the holidays (acox@archbishopholgates.org). 
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PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer 
for rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have loaned a lot 
of spare kit in recent months which hasn’t 
been returned.  If you have any PE Kit with 
‘AHS’ written on the label, please return 
items to school.  Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 must arrive at school in their PE 
kit. 

PE Lessons
Students should always bring their PE kit 
to lesson even if they are excused by a 
medical note.  If a student is too unwell to 
take part fully in the lesson, teachers will 
differentiate so they can be part of the 
lesson in some capacity.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7 Netball (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y7 Football (Back Field)

   TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y8 Indoor Games (Gym)
      -   Y8 Badminton (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7 Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y8 Football (Back Field)
      -   Y9 Football (Front Field)
      -   Y7 Gymnastics (Gym)

WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y8 Dance (Gym)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.40pm)
      -   Y7 Indoor Games (Gym)
      -   Y9 Netball (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y9 Dance (Gym)
      -   Y10 Netball (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y7 Girls’ Football (Back Field)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y8 Netball (Sports Hall)
 AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)

Well done!
The PE department would like to say a 
big well done to all students that have 
made PE lessons so enjoyable these past 
3 weeks.  Students have come back with 
smiles on their faces and an eagerness to 
learn and be active.  We wish everyone an 
enjoyable Easter break!

PE after Easter
Monday 12 April, Period 1 - On Monday 
ALL year groups will have extended form 
time.  This means that Y10 students do not 
need their PE kit for Period 1.
After Easter, ALL year groups will need 
their indoor PE kit apart from a select 
number of Year 7 and Year 8 lessons.
Lessons where students will need their 
swimming kit is overleaf.  (Please note that 
PE lessons are not banded by form.  Please 
check planners to find your band.)

Inter House Orienteering
Great to see Inter House competitions 
back on and students enjoying 
themselves!  Well done to everyone that 
took part.

OF THE WEEK

Depreciate:  To diminish in value over a period of time.  
‘When a piece of machinery becomes old and less valuable, 
this is an example of when the value depreciates.’

@pathfindertsa: Early Career Framework starts in 
September 2021.  Are you ready for this national rollout?  
Find out what is required and where you can get help 
and support from the Pathfinder Teaching School Hub. 
@AHSYork@EborHopeTSA @educationgovuk #ecf 
http://pathfinder-education.co.uk/1017/ecf
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