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Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

It was good to welcome everyone back after 
the Easter break ready for the busy term ahead 
at Archbishop Holgate’s.  

Covid-19 Self Tests - The latest delivery of test 
kits have arrived from DfE and will be issued to 
students to take home.

A reminder that tests should be undertaken on a Monday and 
Thursday morning before leaving for school and the result recorded 
on the NHS website.
If anyone in your household has a positive test, please contact school.

Food for Thought
This week, the theme for Form Tutor Collective Worship is ‘the meaning 
of Easter’.  Students have been reflecting on the time of Easter through 
a true story from WWII and a story told by Jesus.  Our daily quotes are 
all on the theme of Easter.

“The measure of a man’s greatness is not the 
number of servants he has, but the number of 
people he serves.”
John Hagee, American Pastor

To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone or other 
electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

Mon 3 May
Fri 28 May

May Bank Holiday
Staff Training Day (School closed to students

Ramadan
If any student will be fasting for Ramadan, we ask that parents contact 
school to inform us and that they also look at the school’s Ramadan 
policy on our website.  Spaces have been made available for students 
observing Ramadan for quiet prayer during lunchtime.

Message from Head of Year 7
It is incredible to think we are in the final term 
of Year 7.  Year 7 have made an excellent return 
to school and it has been wonderful to see so 
many smiling students excited to go to their new 
specialist classrooms and venture across the school.  
And, whilst this year has meant some things have 
been missed, it is really worth reflecting on where 
Year 7 have excelled.  I have truly been amazed 
by the resilience, flexibility and independence 
students have shown.  This has certainly not been 
an easy year for transition, but Year 7 have taken 
it in their stride and I can honestly say, whilst the 
journey has not been typical, they have come so 
far and still met key milestones along the way.
In terms of Covid safety, whilst students are 
now moving around more this is the only thing which has changed.  
We are continuing to uphold all of the effective measures we 
previously had in place, including masks inside the buildings, an 
extensive whole school one-way system and continuous cleaning 
and hand washing.  If you have any questions, do please get in touch. 

Year 7’s theme for their AHS Journey is ‘Joining 
In’ and below are our usual milestones.  I think 
we can definitely agree, that so far, students 
have made lots of new friends and this week 
will be developing more as they start to move 
to new classrooms, seating plans and for 
most students, completely new classes too.  
We are happy to say we have more clubs for 

students to start to visit and these will keep growing and growing.  
Congratulations to our buddies mentioned below who will be 
representing their form and school.  I know students are incredibly 
more independent, with the standard of online learning, incredible. 

The Year 7 Library
We are so happy to have the Year 7 Library open, this wonderful 
space is first and foremost for reading and book borrowing, but also 
for competitions, games and making friends.  We have seen during 
lockdown that both the skill and love of learning is absolutely essential, 
please continue to let us know what you are reading and use the 
following links for lots of excellent free materials.  Students can still sign 
up to a free ten minute read by clicking on the following link:
https://www.10minutereads.com/?fbclid=IwAR0xW-KHf0fD
ythHRiAT4BTh4st3vD2MYFYWi3CATrq-Qo-Y0fUEuF_UPu4
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Test and Trace Support Payments
Parents and carers may be eligible for a one-off Test and Trace Support 
Payment of £500 if they have to isolate.  The money is payable in one 
lump sum and to be eligible the person must:
- be on a low income
- be unable to work from home
- be at risk of losing income as a result of self-isolating
- be living in England
- meet the eligibility criteria
Application for a Test and Trace Support Payment is via https://www.
york.gov.uk/people-communities/self-isolation-support-payments/3?
documentId=1981&categoryId=20017
Parents of students who need to stay at home to look after a child who 
has been told to self isolate by school will require a letter from us as 
evidence the child has been asked to self-isolate.

Year 7 Bright Sparks Learning Challenges
This half-term, we continue to seek ways 
to extend students’ learning beyond 
the curriculum, with our ‘Bright Sparks’ 
Learning Challenges.  These challenges will be set every half-term and 
will cover a range of skills, subjects and learning styles.   Students in 
Year 7 are invited to complete up to three challenges, with the winner 
receiving a £10 voucher and invited to breakfast with Mr Daly.  We hope 
our young people will enjoy the challenge of learning in a different way 
and the freedom to structure their work however they choose.  The 
new challenges are available on Google Classroom, on notice boards 
in the Library and via Form Tutors.  There will also be a prize for the form 
with the most entries.  Students are welcome to submit their entries 
ASAP before the end of term.  (Mr Lever)

Careers Corner 
York Maze are recruiting for the summer 
season (July-September) offering lots of 
opportunities for students looking for part-
time work.

Please follow the link for application details:  https://www.
yorkmaze.com/work-for-us/

Don’t forget to complete a quiz for any books you have read.  You can 
access Accelerated Reader quickly by using the following link: https://
ukhosted83.renlearn.co.uk/1893564
Books can be borrowed ‘virtually’ from York Explore using your library 
card.  To find out how to borrow books and apply for a card, click on: 
https://www.exploreyork.org.uk/
This week, during Collective Worship, we are focusing on ‘Banter or 
Bullying’, what is acceptable behaviour, what is not and how to be a 
good friend.  This is an incredibly important skill and something we 
heavily focus upon in Year 7.  We are working very hard at the moment 
to ensure our Anti-Bullying Policies and actions encompass thoughts 
from students and teachers and are very proactive.  We have created 
lots of new resources to support students’ understanding of what is 
and isn’t bullying, how to support each other and how to tell staff.  We 
have set up an email account to report any bullying or discrimination: 
antibullying@ahs.pmat.academy.
Year 7 Buddies
Congratulations and thank you to our Buddies who have been doing 
an excellent job:

7NTh Max Moody, Holly Hunter, Bea Garrett-Craig

7WNo Efe Akgul, Marley Lewin, Georgina Richardson

7Mr Matthew Martin, Otto Kearns, Hannah Birkinshaw

7CAd Emily Nelson , Krystian Gierucki , Hannah Macfarlane

7CMp Tilly Platten, Sam Skelton, Olivia Thomas

7Cm Lowri Spruce , Phoebe Riley-Ennis, Josh Rhodes

7Gr Alex Grist, Aela Moore, Fearn Powell

7Hv Sam McBride, Chloe Slater, Lily Matthews

7Hf Daniel Norris, Yasmina Boudjema, Livvie Curran

7Cy Edward Shakeshaft, Annie Wedgwood, Evie Price

7Bl Sasha Crosby, James Dillon, Scarlett Shaw

If you have any issues regarding your child in Year 7, please do get in 
contact with me at my new email address akincell@ahs.pmat.academy, 
or Miss Greenhalgh (Pastoral Support Worker for Year 7) at lgreenhalgh@
ahs.pmat.academy.  (Miss Kincell and Miss Greenhalgh)

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@archbishopholgates.org.  It’s always nice to 
celebrate our school community.
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VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School
Midday Supervisory Assistant

Part Time (10 hpw), 12.00-2.00pm, Monday-Friday, Term Time Only
Grade 2 - £4,342 (this is the pro rata salary)

Closing Date:  Friday 30 April, midnight
Interview:  As soon as possible after closing date

For more information visit:
https://archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, 
committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

News from Archies Kitchen - Menu Maths - Stars of the Month
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Year 12 - Assessment Week
Year 12 have approached the assessments with a very positive attitude and have been keen to apply their learning.  
We’ve been really impressed with the level of maturity, hard work and resilience shown by the year group as a whole.  
Feedback will be given to students as soon as the assessments are marked to enable a swift approach to intervention 
where required.

Year 12 - Looking Ahead
If students are looking for some extra academic enrichment in preparation for future applications to higher education, the following links are 
a good place to start:
Open University - https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue 
MOOCs - https://www.edx.org/search?hs_analytics_source=referrals&utm_source=mooc.org&utm_medium=referral&utm_
campaign=mooc-banner-cta
Future Learn - https://www.futurelearn.com/
TED talks - https://www.ted.com/talks
Google Scholar - https://scholar.google.com/

Year 13 - UCAS – Student Loan Applications & Talks
For the 111 students that submitted UCAS applications, please be aware that the website for Student Finance England is now accepting 
applications for students planning on going to university next year.  The website is: https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login.  
There is also a YouTube channel full of helpful guides on how to apply, which I strongly recommend taking a look at: https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCQvTND9RLlsIpEYirK-XMTA
As we move into the final term of the year, a number of universities have begun to offer sessions that are likely to help prepare students for 
university.  Below are some on offer from the University of Sheffield:
Transition to University - A talk on the transition to university, focusing on both the academic differences between sixth form/college and 
university, but also looking at moving away from home, increased independence as a student and the support available.
Graduate Top Tips - Delivered by current students and recent graduates, this interactive talk explores top tips and advice for making the 
transition to university life.  Suitable for post-16 students at all stages, stereotypes and myths surrounding higher education are tackled head-
on, alongside an exploration of frequent worries and concerns students may have before going to university.
Student Finance and Managing your Money - (Recommended End April/Start May)  This talk delivers the most up-to-date information 
about the student finance package available to students from the government.  It also covers the bursaries and scholarships offered by the 
university.  The section on managing your money broadens students' understanding of the wider costs associated with attending university 
and introduces them to budgeting.
A full list of presentations is available at: https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit/sheffield-live#Campus%20Tours

Year 13 - Apprenticeships & Employment Opportunities
All apprenticeships and employment opportunities that we learn about are posted on our Year 13 Google Classroom 
and should you feel your son/daughter require a Careers Interview, please ask them to let their form tutors know, and 
these can be arranged.
York Maze is recruiting for the summer season (July-September). Lots of opportunities for students looking for part-
time work from May Half Term.  https://www.yorkmaze.com/work-for-us/
 Please don’t hesitate to get in contact if you have any questions or queries at mcharlton@ahs.pmat.academy.

Update from Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley
Since returning from the Easter break, students have jumped straight into the summer term with focus and a smile 
(albeit behind an array of masks).  Having been away for so long I was somewhat anxious on my return, but I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my first week amongst such a large group of mature, aspirational and warm young adults.  I had 
forgotten how lovely it was to be amongst their company.  We have got straight back to business with Year 12 busying 
themselves with their in-class assessments and Year 13 preparing for their pending end-of-study assessments.  A 
productive week that has set the bar for the rest of the term.
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PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer 
for rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have loaned a lot 
of spare kit since September which hasn’t 
been returned.  If you have any PE Kit with 
‘AHS’ written on the label, please return 
items to school.  Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 must arrive at school in their PE 
kit. 

PE Lessons
Students should always bring their PE kit 
to lesson even if they are excused by a 
medical note.  If a student is too unwell to 
take part fully in the lesson, teachers will 
differentiate so they can be part of the 
lesson in some capacity.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7, 8, 9 Rounders (Fields)
      -   Y12, 13 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7 Cricket (Sports Hall)

   TUESDAY
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7 Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y8 Cricket (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9 Football (Front Field)
      -   Y7 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y7 Gymnastics (Gym)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.40pm)
      -   Y7 Indoor Games (Gym)
      -   Y9 Netball (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y9 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y8 Dance (Gym)
      -   Y10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Tennis (Tennis Courts)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y8 Netball (Sports Hall)
 AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

OF THE WEEK

Compare:  To examine or look for the difference between two 
or more things.  “If you compare house prices in the two areas, 
it’s quite amazing how different they are.”

@music_ahs:  Looking forward to 
watching the #BeautyAndTheBeast 
audition videos this afternoon.  
Deadline for submissions has closed. 
Good luck everyone!

PE after Easter
Until the end of term, ALL year groups will 
need their indoor PE kit apart from a select 
number of Year 7 and Year 8 lessons.
Lessons where students will need their 
swimming kit is overleaf.  (Please note that 
PE lessons are not banded by form.  Students 
should check planners to find their band.)

Cricket
Joseph Hall (Y9), has been selected to play 
for the U14 North Yorkshire representative 
cricket side after trialling last week, which is a 
great achievement.
Former student and Joseph’s sister, Grace Hall, 
has been selected to be part of a 15 girl squad 
for the first intake of the Northern Diamonds 
Cricket Academy, which is the new Regional 
side for the North East.  It combines the best 
U21 players from Northumberland, Durham 
and Yorkshire and is part of the England Elite 
Player Pathway which feeds into the Senior 
Northern Diamonds Cricket team, which also 
has ex-Archbishop Holgate’s  student, Lauren 
Winfield, as one of its star players.

Ryan Thompson (Y7) has 
been selected for the North 
Yorkshire U12 cricket team.  
Congratulations Ryan!!
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