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Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate students on their continued 
excellent return to school, following the one-
way routes, adhering to guidance and wearing 
face masks to 
keep everyone 
safe.

The Year 11 Hoodies have arrived - it is 
good to see students proudly wearing 
their 2021 Hoodies.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship has focussed on the topic of 
modern slavery, explaining what it means in the modern world, 
highlighting some of the signs to be aware of and what to do if those 
signs were spotted in someone we know.  One of the quotes we have 
spent some time thinking about is:
“You should defend those who cannot help 
themselves.  Yes, speak up for the poor and 
helpless and see that they get justice.”
The book of Proverbs 31:8-9, The Bible
To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight 
to your phone or other electronic device sign 
up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Message from Head of Year 8
What a difference twelve months can make. 
This time last year was one of apprehension, 
confusion and fear.  Whilst we are still, slowly 
but surely, creeping our way back to normality, I 
feel this is certainly a period of optimism.  Whilst 
there are still some unavoidable restrictions to 
our practice within school, I feel it is important 
to take stock of the plethora of positives that 
we can certainly be thankful for.  De-zoning 
the school and returning to subject specialist 
classrooms has been a significant development 
for both staff and students.  This is the greatest 
shift we have taken since returning to school in 
September that brings with it the greatest sense 
of normality to date.  I am fully aware that current 
Year 8 students did not even receive two full terms to settle in at AHS 
during the 2019-20 academic year, and if students are finding the 
adjustment a challenge in any way, please encourage them to speak 
to a member of the pastoral team – whether that be their form tutor, 
myself as Head of Year or Mr Deamer as Pastoral Support Worker.  We 
are here to help and support your child in any way we can.
As the focus of my Newsletter Item on this occasion, I wish to draw your 
attention to a quote from the American author Marianne Williamson 
that I found very thought provoking and relevant to our times…
 

Often as a society that a feeling of inadequacy is the deepest cause of 
our fears and anxieties.  However, it is often the case that many students, 
whether consciously or not, feel exactly the opposite – that their anxiety 
comes from standing out as a result of their excellence.  As a school, we 
wish to promote excellence and encourage students to make the most 
of the opportunities laid before them.  This is especially in Year 8, where

The Big Ask
The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, is 
launching a once-in-a-generation review of children’s lives. 
It’s called ‘The Childhood Commission’ and it will identify the barriers 
preventing children reaching their full potential and propose policy 
solutions to address them.
At its heart is ‘The Big Ask’ – the largest ever consultation held with 
children.  In this survey the Children’s Commissioner is asking young 
people what they think is important for their future and what is holding 
them back.  The Children’s Commissioner will use the information to 
show the Government what they think and what they need to live 
happier lives.
We have emailed all students to take part and complete the survey, 
however, we are asking that parents ensure their child's voice is heard 
by asking them to follow the link and complete the survey: https://
www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/
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Upcoming Events

Mon 3 May
Wed 12 May

Fri 28 May

May Bank Holiday
Year 11 Parents’ Evening (virtual)
Staff Training Day (School closed to students

Careers Corner 
16+ Option – Live Webinar for Students
Students can find out everything they need to know about 
their options in the Army after they have finished school, 
including enrolling at AFC Harrogate, at the 16+ Options live 
webinar taking place on Thursday 22 April, 6.00pm.  Follow the 
link: https://clicks.thecdi-news.net/email/S-10687@333775@
i40Uoi0CWbkIIn7jtQodMVJjtq9ZvTdtgRVPFFRs3mI.@

Inspiring us to make the world a better place
Last term, Year 8 Geographers were given the challenge of producing 
a piece of work which highlighted a Geographical issue important to 
them.  Their mission was to think like a Geographer and encourage 
others to start making a change!  Students came up with a fantastic 
range of ideas and submitted a multitude of projects from artworks, to 
videos, to moving speeches on topics from the refugee crisis, to plastic 
pollution.  The standard of work produced was exceptional and all those 
who entered the competition should be proud of their achievements.  
After much deliberation and debate in the Geography department, we 
finally have our competition winner: Thomas Leonard (8MDn).  Many 
congratulations!  
This was a tough choice and a difficult decision to make.  Well done 
also to our fantastic runners up.  There will be more Geography 
competitions throughout the year, we look forward to seeing what else 
Year 8 produce! 
Well done to all the runners up:
   •  Sophie Willits (8NAm) – a moving video
   •  Liv Hardy (8Di) – a brilliant poster entry
   •  Harley Young (8KMd) – a detailed and informative PowerPoint
   •  Mili Hood (8WBn) – a fantastic conceptual representation of waste
   •  Rafael Garcia (8KMd) – a thought provoking painting

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

     KS3 French – Gracie Briggs, 8Pi
     KS3 German – Ian Kim, 8ABt and 
                                      Cindy Xia, 8MDn
     KS3 Spanish - Nicole Fountain, 7Gr
     KS4 French – Ethan Clifford, 10By
     KS4 German – Tyler O’Brien, 9Br and Maisie Midgley, 10JLi
     KS4 Spanish – Louisa Spence, 11ZDa

Year 11 English
“Well done to the many Year 11 students who made a fantastic effort 
with their English Easter homework.  Real commitment and dedication 
was shown and your teachers are very proud of you.’  
Mrs Edmondson, Head of English

‘opportunities’ are the key focus on their stage of the AHS Journey.  We 
want to provide an environment where students can grow in confidence 
and excel in a variety of different facets of life.  This we promote in 
the spirit of the words from John, 10:10 that we prize so highly as a 
school, “I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full”.
There are certainly a wealth of opportunities within our school – in 
sport, the arts and academically.  Please encourage your child to, for 
instance, have a close look at the extra-curricular timetable  (enclosed) 
and take part wherever they can.  Encourage them, if they are perhaps 
feeling nervous or apprehensive, to bring along a friend to go with 
them.  As the quote from Marianne Williamson states “As we let our 
own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do 
the same.”  Any student can be an inspiration and an example to follow 
to any other, if they can put their mind to it and overcome their inner 
fear of standing out through excellence.  As Mr Daly always says, “Our 
present circumstances do not determine where we end up, they simply 
determine where we start.”
If you have any issues regarding your child in Year 8, please do contact 
me via aarthur@ahs.pmat.academy, or Mr Deamer (Year 8 Pastoral 
Support Worker) via rdeamer@ahs.pmat.academy.  God bless, Mr 
Arthur and Mr Deamer

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
This week the school has launched the Archbishop Holgate's School 
Chaplaincy YouTube channel.  This channel contains material which is 
illustrative of the life of the Chaplaincy at Archbishop Holgate's.  You 
will find material connected to whole school worship and Collective 
Worship.  There are also moments of Reflection from the school 
Chaplain and items reflecting our School Values.  The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search the name.
Recent additions include a short reflection on what the Japanese art of 
Kintsugi can teach us about how our wounds and the challenges of life 
make us who we are:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSRlIt2WnEU&t=1s
There is also the latest weekly reflection, this week about the very 
first Resurrection appearances of Jesus to Mary Magdalene and the 
disciples:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57ZAEFvjylc&t=4s
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VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School
Midday Supervisory Assistant

Part Time (10 hpw), 12.00-2.00pm, Monday-Friday, Term Time Only
Grade 2 - £4,342 (this is the pro rata salary)

Closing Date:  Friday 30 April, midnight
Interview:  As soon as possible after closing date

For more information visit:
https://archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, 
committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our 
school community.

Archie’s Kitchen 
Welcome back to all the students, it’s hard to believe we are starting 
the summer term, the lovely warm weather certainly helps.  With this 
in mind we have adapted our menu and pleased to announce that we 
are now providing homemade salad boxes and cold pasta pots, this is 
in addition to our usual offer.
Year 11 and Sixth Form had a treat this week when 
Mrs Creaser made gourmet burgers for them in our 
Common Room Kitchen.  The Common Room Kitchen 
works alongside the main kitchen offering the same 
menu, but also additional ‘grab and go’ options as well 
as bacon sandwiches at morning break. 
The kitchen team are working alongside the pastoral team to create 
posters around the school with photographs of the ‘meal deal’ offer 
which was briefly mentioned in out last update.
For Year 7-10 - all items at break are 50p.  Year 11 and Sixth Form - items 
vary in price from 50p to £1.35.  All items are clearly marked on our 
menu board for students to see.
At lunch time, all drinks are 50p, sandwiches/salads £1.50, grab pots 
£1.75, fresh fruit 50p, fruit salad 50p, cakes/biscuits 60p, cold pasta pots 
£1.00. 
Our meal deal has several options for the children to use and save 
money:
Grab-pot or Sandwich + cake/biscuit or fresh fruit + drink = £2.50 
Grab-pot or Sandwich + cake/biscuit or fresh fruit = £2.00
Grab-pot or Sandwich + drink = £2.00
We have set this pricing system to show that a purchase can be made 
at break and still be able to enjoy a lunch.  If you would like to find out 
more please email Mrs Calvert for Year 7-10  dcalvert1@ahs.pmat.
academy or Mrs Creaser for Year 11 and Sixth Form ccreaser@ahs.pmat.
academy.  We will endeavour to reply as swiftly as possible. 

Message from North Yorkshire Police
Over the last few weeks NYP have received an 
increased number of reports regarding young people 
congregating on Little Knavesmire (YO23 1EW).  
Incidents include disorder, assaults, youth substance 
misuse, littering and anti-social behaviour which is 
causing distress and sometimes intimidation to the 
local Community.  From Police attendance, we can 
confirm that many of the young people encountered are from across 
the city, not just the local community.
NYP will be increasing patrols in the area and a Dispersal Authority is 
in place this weekend.  This means that anyone in the area causing 
antisocial behaviour will be directed to leave the area and if they refuse, 
will be arrested and prosecuted.  NYP are wanting to prevent further 
incidents and hope our youth community, schools and parents will 
support this work.  If parents could encourage their children not to 
congregate in the area or drop them off at the location, it would be 
greatly appreciated.
The aim of this alert is to reduce the risk to our youth community (from 
being the victim of crime or potential entry to the criminal justice 
system, in addition to strengthening our community).  
Thank you in advance, PC1666 Sarah Elliott, School Liaison Officer 
(York), NYP Partnership Hub
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Update from Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley
Year 13 Assessments
Assessments commence shortly and students are busy preparing in 
class.  This is an exciting time for students to put into practice all that 
they have been working hard for.  We look forward to these finishing 
and the celebrations beginning.  What a journey they have had! 

Year 12 Assessments
The Year 12 Assessments have gone very well, teachers are busy 
marking and students will receive feedback in lessons. 

Student Leaders
Our Student Leaders are starting Paired Reading this week, a great 
opportunity for them to support students in younger years with their 
reading and build positive relationships. 

Careers
Opportunities have been posted on the Year 12/13 Google 
Classrooms:
Insight to Sky - Europe’s Biggest Entertainment Brand!  The 
event takes place on Thursday 22 April, 5.00-6.00pm.  They will 
be covering a variety of opportunities such as business, tech, 
digital marketing, TV production, creative media, technical 
engineering and customer services.  As well as this Sky will also 
be announcing some of their summer work experience/insight 
day opportunities that students can be part of!  This event is 
open to students in Year 11-13.  Registration link is on the Year 12 
Classroom or via https://bit.ly/3twIiqn.
Imperial College London and the Brilliant Club share an exciting 
opportunity for Year 12 students interested in Biological 
Sciences and Biochemistry.  This has an application programme 
and opens up scholarship opportunities. 

Hull & York Medical School
HYMS have a number of live talks and events which students may find  
useful - details can be found on Google Classroom. 
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PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be 
asked to remove ALL jewellery 
for PE lessons.  This is a health and 
safety precaution and must be 
adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should 
be clearly named.  If a student 
misplaces any PE kit, this makes 
it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
The department would like to 
clarify that the optional PE hoodie 
can be used for PE lessons, but we 
encourage students to wear the 
reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have 
loaned a lot of spare kit since 
September which hasn’t been 
returned.  If you have any PE Kit 
with ‘AHS’ written on the label, 
please return items to school.  
Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who 
have PE Period 1 must arrive at 
school in their PE kit. 

PE Lessons
Students should always bring 
their PE kit to lesson even if they 
are excused by a medical note.  If a 
student is too unwell to take part 
fully in the lesson, teachers will 
differentiate so they can be part of 
the lesson in some capacity.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7, 8, 9 Rounders (Fields)
      -   Y12, 13 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7 Cricket (Sports Hall)

   TUESDAY
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7 Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y8 Cricket (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9 Football (Front Field)
      -   Y7 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y7 Gymnastics (Gym)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.40pm)
      -   Y7 Indoor Games (Gym)
      -   Y9 Netball (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y9 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y8 Dance (Gym)
      -   Y10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Tennis (Tennis Courts)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y8 Netball (Sports Hall)
 AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

OF THE WEEK

Analyse:  Examine (something) methodically and in detail, 
typically in order to explain and interpret it.
‘The report was written after analysing data from the case 
histories of thousands of patients.’

PE after Easter
Until the end of term, ALL year groups will need 
their indoor PE kit apart from a select number of 
Year 7 and Year 8 lessons.
Lessons where students will need their swimming 
kit is overleaf.  (Please note that PE lessons are not 
banded by form.  Students should check planners 
to find their band.)

@AHS_Year7Kl:  We are so excited to begin our 
transition, we have already started to contact Y6 
teachers and can’t wait to meet our new cohort!  If you 
have any questions or are still interested in our school 
please get in touch, we look forward to hearing from 
you!   @AHSYork  @AHS_Transition
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