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Values – Care – Achievement

Head’s Introduction

Message from Head of Year 9

Dear Parents and Carers,

Well done to Year 11 and Sixth Form students
studying hard for the forthcoming May
assessments.

(Wednesday 12 May).

Year 10 are making excellent progress with
their studies and we look forward to sharing
feedback at the forthcoming Parents’ Evening

I wish everyone an enjoyable Bank Holiday weekend.

Student Absence Reminder
If your child is going to be absent from school, please contact school
by 8.45am on each day of absence. Please also provide a reason so the
absence can be recorded accurately.
Absences can be reported by:
• Phone - 01904 411341
• Message - MyEd App
• Email - reception@ahs.pmat.academy
Please avoid medical appointments in school time, but if an
appointment is unavoidable the student should attend school prior
to the appointment (if possible) and return to school after their
appointment.

Punctuality
Students must be on school site before 8.45am. Arriving on time for the
start of the school day is vital, your child may miss important information
and notices given out during morning registration.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship has focussed on the topic of
diversity and inclusion. We are all different and our diversity is our
strength, a beautiful expression of who we are, who God is. One of the
quotes we have spent some time thinking about is:
“When everyone is included, everyone wins.”
Rev Jesse Jackson, American Civil Rights
Leader
To receive the daily Thought for the Day
straight to your phone or other electronic
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

AHS Feedback

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for
their valuable contributions. If you have a query
or simply an observation about the school please
complete the form online.

What a difference a year makes. When I stop and
reflect on the challenges Year 9 students have
overcome in the last twelve months, it makes
me feel very proud to be their Head of Year. I
have been very keen to stress to students the
need to adopt a ‘growth mindset’as they enter
the twilight of Year 9, in preparation for their
GCSE courses in Year 10. I feel it is important
to build a belief among the students that
it is never too late to improve in a skill or a
particular subject, if they only persevere and
remain resilient. James Joyce once wrote
“mistakes are the portals of discovery” and
given the circumstances of the last twelve
months it would be understandable if some
of the students had lost a little bit of drive
and positivity, so I want them to reflect on the
opportunities that still lie before them.
Walking around school, it is clear students are taking this message on
board, with many working hard and remaining focussed on making
up for lost time. The successful transition students have made on their
return to school is a testament to how hard they worked while school
was closed. In particular, the engagement of the entire year group after
Christmas was particularly notable, with many enjoying the benefits of
live lessons.
Since our return after Easter, school has been very positive, with lots of
students embracing their new found ‘freedom’ at being able to attend
lessons across the school. It feels like the first step toward normality and
I know how the students have enjoyed being back in art classrooms,
science labs and music rooms. The students are also delighted to now
have access to the new maths block, with the spacious classrooms
being welcomed by many. I have been really pleased to see students
making use of the new school library during lunchtime each day. It is
an excellent space to read, complete homework or just as a quiet space
to enjoy! The students have also been excellent at observing the safety
protocols we have established in school, following the new one-way
system and consistently wearing their masks both in lessons and in
corridors.
Since returning to school, we have continued to focus on‘understanding
ourselves and others’ which is a key part of the journey into Year 9.
In Acts of Collective Worship, we have studied a variety of different
topics that reflect the problems that unfortunately still exist in society.
We have focussed on what constitutes sexual harassment and the
consequences of the tragic case of Sarah Everard. We also looked at
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This Week’s
School News
Message from Head of Year 9 (contd)
the institutional racism that became apparent in the case of Stephen
Lawrence and how we still need to be aware and take action against
this form of racism in today’s society. We have also shined a spotlight
on the problem of bullying and investigated the different roles people
play when bullying takes place. Throughout this, the students have
demonstrated maturity beyond their years and really seemed to take on
board the important role they have in making our school community
and society more tolerant. As Maya Angelou said “Do the best you can
until you know better. Then when you know better, do better”. The
students have been consistently reminded that if they experience or
witness any discriminatory behaviour in school, that they must report
it immediately to a trusted adult.
I have been delighted by the recent attendance of Year 9, with the
current half term average at over 95%. This is again testament to
the hard work and dedication of the year group and highlights their
eagerness to make up for lost time during lockdown. As this year is
their transition to GCSE, it is important that students continue to attend
school in order stay on top of their studies. There has also been a return
to the setting of homework, as this will be a vital habit for students to
regain before beginning the very serious business ofYear 10! A reminder
that homework is now being set on Google Classroom, in order to
aid students with the completion of their homework. The benefits of
this are many, but the real quality is the communication students can
have with teachers and the excellent resources the students can be
provided with. I have been very impressed with students’dedication to
homework this year, with many appreciating the ease in using the new
system. However, should your child not have access to a computer at
home, please contact either myself or Miss Clark and we will be happy
to help in any way we can. There is also the offer of Homework Club on
Monday-Thursday for Year 9 students in IT2.
There is certainly a wealth of opportunities within our school – in sport,
the arts and academically. Please encourage your child to, for instance,
have a close look at the extra-curricular timetable and take part
wherever they can. We now have a full programme of sport running
for Year 9, including Netball, Football, Basketball, Rounders and Fitness
Club in our brand-new gym. Keeping fit and active is an excellent way
to remain positive and look after wellbeing and I encourage students In
Year 9 to embrace this opportunity.
If you have any issues regarding your child in Year 9 that you wish me
to be aware of, please do get in contact via navery@ahs.pmat.academy.
It’s been an excellent half term for Year 9 so far– long may this continue!
I wish you all a healthy, happy and blessed Summer term.
Mr Avery and Miss Clark

Library Book Return
Please could you encourage students to
return their library books. We are aware that
a lot of them have been overdue since March
last year. Also lots of students working from
home requested book bags containing
up to six library books. No one is ever in
trouble for returning a book late, even if it is
over a year overdue. We have over 500 books outstanding and will be
delighted to see some of them returned. Thank you in advance!

Upcoming Events
Mon 3 May
Wed 12 May
Fri 28 May
31 May - 1 Jun
Mon 4 Jun

May Bank Holiday (school closed)
Year 10 Parents’Evening (virtual)
Staff Training Day (School closed to students
Half Term
Students return

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Recently the school has launched the
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy
YouTube channel. This channel contains
material which is illustrative of the life of the
Chaplaincy at Archbishop Holgate’s. You
will find material connected to whole school worship and Collective
Worship. There are also moments of Reflection from the school
Chaplain and items reflecting our School Values. The link is: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about or
you can search the name.
There is the latest reflection from this week, about the Resurrection
appearances of Jesus to Thomas and then to Peter on the shore: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEa__lkffLw.
You will also find last week’s reflection about the first Resurrection
appearances of Jesus to Mary Magdalene and the disciples: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=57ZAEFvjylc&t=4s .

Student Achievement
Congratulations to George Horner (8MHe) on passing his ABRSM
Grade 5 Theory with Merit.

Young Geographer of the Year Competition
Students are invited to take part in the Young Geographer of the
Year, an inter-school competition led by the University of York (poster
included in this Newsletter) to create a plan for how our school can be at
the forefront of the fight against climate change. Entries will be judged
by Key Stage and all year groups are welcome to enter. The deadline for
entries to be submitted is Wednesday 12 May (entries can be handed in
to Geography teachers).

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an
Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’
for all their hard work:
KS3 French – Amy Luck, 7WNo
KS3 German – Sophie Beard, 7CAd and
Harry Glaves, 8MDn
KS3 Spanish - Morgan Foster, 7CMp
KS4 French – Arya Dorjee, 9GS
KS4 German – Abi Turton, 10RGi
KS4 Spanish – Amelie Noble, 11Lp
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This Week’s
Sixth Form News
Update from Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley
Year 13 Assessments

Year 13 Transition
We have launched the Year 13 Transition package this week
which is designed to plug some of the gaps which have occurred
due to school closures for this year group. The package will begin
after the May half-term break and will consist of 12 opportunities
to gain work experience, socialise with friends and attend
informative workshops on wellbeing and post-18. Students have
been given a menu with information about each choice and
make their selection via the Google Survey they have been sent.
We're really excited for this to commence!

Friday see's the first day of assessments. Students have been
preparing for a number of weeks now and should look forward to
this opportunity to add valuable evidence to the Teacher Assessed
Grades process.

Thank you
A huge thank you to the students for a great start to term and an
exemplary approach to wearing face coverings appropriately. They
have led the way. An accompanying lanyard would be perfect. If
your son/daughter has a small collection of these at home, please
encourage them to be returned.

School Menu

Careers Corner
Amazing Apprenticeships
The April Parents’& Careers’Pack is
now available via:
https://amazingapprenticeships.
com/app/uploads/2021/04/ParentPack-April-2021-2.pdf

Enterprise Guide
Pearson Business School have produced an Enterprise Guide
available via:
Enterprise Guide | Careers | Pearson Business School | Pearson
College London.

VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School
Midday Supervisory Assistant
Part Time (10 hpw), 12.00-2.00pm, Monday-Friday, Term Time Only
Grade 2 - £4,342 (this is the pro rata salary)
Closing Date: Friday 30 April, midnight
Interview: As soon as possible after closing date
For more information visit:
https://archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/
Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer,
committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.
Enhanced DBS check will be required

PLEASE SHARE: If you would like to share students’
achievements and events in the community, please email
jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy. It’s always nice to celebrate our
school community.
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PE Lessons

GCSE PE
Please continue to upload all relevant evidence of
your sports performances. You can include videos,
photographs, certificates, match reports, score
cards etc.
All of this can be used as evidence for the nonexamined assessment component of your course.

Students should always bring
their PE kit to lesson even if they
are excused by a medical note. If a
student is too unwell to take part
fully in the lesson, teachers will
differentiate so they can be part of
the lesson in some capacity.

PE after Easter

PE Uniform

Until the end of term, ALL year groups will need
their indoor PE kit apart from a select number of
Year 7 and Year 8 lessons.
Lessons where students will need their swimming
kit is overleaf. (Please note that PE lessons are not
banded by form. Students should check planners
to find their band.)

Reminder that students will be
asked to remove ALL jewellery
for PE lessons. This is a health and
safety precaution and must be
adhered to. Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who
have PE Period 1 must arrive at
school in their PE kit.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should
be clearly named. If a student
misplaces any PE kit, this makes
it easier to return items to their
rightful owner.
The department would like to
clarify that the optional PE hoodie
can be used for PE lessons, but we
encourage students to wear the
reversible PE top as this is safer for
rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have
loaned a lot of spare kit since
September which hasn’t been
returned. If you have any PE Kit
with ‘AHS’ written on the label,
please return items to school.
Thank you.

MONDAY
LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
- Y9 Basketball (Gym)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
- Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
- Y7, 8, 9 Rounders (Fields)
- Y12, 13 Basketball (Gym)
- Y7 Cricket (Sports Hall)
TUESDAY
AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
- Y7 Rugby (Back Field)
- Y8 Cricket (Sports Hall)
- Y9 Football (Front Field)
- Y7 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
- Y7 Gymnastics (Gym)
THURSDAY
LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.40pm)
- Y7 Indoor Games (Gym)
- Y9 Netball (Sports Hall)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
- Y9 Dance (Studio)
- Y8 Dance (Gym)
- Y10 Netball (Sports Hall)
- Y8 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
FRIDAY
LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
- Y8 Netball (Sports Hall)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
- Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
- Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

OF THE WEEK
Identify: to recognise someone or something and say or prove
who or what that person or thing is; to recognise a problem,
need, fact and to show that it exists. “He was able to identify
the man by the clothes he was wearing.”

@AHSPhysEd: Fantastic start to the
Rookie lifeguard course tonight from
our enthusiastic Year 7 pupils. See
you all next week! @AHSYork @AHS_
Year7Kl
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