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Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

Updated Government Guidance - Face Coverings
With regard to the latest Government guidance on wearing face 
coverings in secondary schools, I will be writing separately to parents.

Investment in Pastoral Care
As a school we are proud of the quality of 
pastoral care and support we offer and this 
provision has been more important than ever 
over the last twelve months, especially during 
periods of lockdown.  Over time we have 
invested significant resource to ensure we have 

the capacity to know and support each young person as an individual.  
I am pleased to inform parents that in response to the impact of the 
pandemic on student wellbeing we have now made a further very 
significant financial investment to expand our pastoral team.
We have appointed Assistant Heads of Year (with large time allowances) 
to work alongside each Head of Year, meaning that rather than groups 
of 300 students we will have school leaders overseeing 150 students 
each, reminiscent of when the school had year groups of 162.  We have 
also introduced a new role of Intensive Support Worker to supplement 
the work of our Pastoral Support Workers that we have for each year 
group, have employed a School Counsellor to work with specific 
students and have increased the capacity within the Safeguarding and 
Attendance teams within school.  
We have also made the decision that members of the Senior Leadership 
Team will continue to have specific day-to-day responsibilities for year 
groups.  As Headteacher, I firmly believe that prioritising in this area at 
this time is the very best way to support students and their families. 
Further detail is included in this Newsletter.

Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective Worship students have 
considered the wonder of the human body and how as a community 
we are like a body.  One of the quotes we have spent some time 
thinking about is:
“No one is useless in this world who lightens 
the burdens of another.”  Charles Dickens, 
19th C English writer
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

Fri 28 May
31 May - 4 Jun

Mon 7 Jun

Staff Training Day (School closed to students
Half Term
Students return

Trips to Germany, France and Spain
The MFL department are excited to be taking 
deposits for trips to Germany, France and Spain 
for current year 7s.  The trips happening in 
Summer 2022 have been advertised and letters 
have been sent home.   If you would like to know more about these 
trips, please contact Mr Gibson (rgibson@ahs.pmat.academy) for more 
information or to receive a trip letter.  Bon voyage!

Pathfinder Teaching School Hub
School Direct - Train to Teach
There has never been a better time to 
train to teach!  We have recently been 
awarded the new Teaching School Hub 
status which puts us in line with 86 other 
Hubs across the country.  We are in this 
privileged position because we have a long track record of excellence.  
We go above and beyond for our students, and this means investing 
in professional development across all levels of a teacher's career.  If 
you are interested in training to teach and making a difference to the 
lives of our future generations, please see the attached flyer for more 
details and entry requirements.  We are also running a Train to Teach 
event on Thursday 27 May, 4.30-5.30pm, via Zoom, so you can find out 
exactly what we offer and what is involved.  Please register your place 
at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/154409106795.  If you are unable 
to attend and would like more information, please get in touch and 
we can arrange to contact you another time, please email Linsee on 
lthompson@ahs.pmat.academy.
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Message from Head of Year 11
At the time of writing we are in the middle of the final 
Year 11 assessment week and so far we have been very 
impressed with the mature approach and attitude of 
our students.  They have been punctual, well organised, 
considerate of others and are even managing a smile.  
Yet again, they are giving us a reason to be extremely 
proud of them.  They will be glad, as will we, when the 
assessments are completed next Tuesday - and sighs of 
relief can breathed all round.  Teachers have been busy 
preparing lessons for the remaining two weeks which will 
continue to provide opportunities for all our students to 
produce examples of work that truly demonstrate what 
they can do and which, in turn, may be used as further 
evidence to support the holistic Teacher Assessed Grade.  
There is, therefore, good reason for our Year 11 students to 
continue to attend school until Thursday 27 May and we 
will expect to continue to welcome them every morning.

At the risk of repeating ourselves, we continue to press 
ahead with our biggest reward for the Year 11’s - the Prom.  
Consent forms are in and tickets have been designed 
ready to be handed out.  The prom committee are busy 
liaising with Mrs Mennell around colour schemes and 
fundraising  events are taking place, including the Hoody 
and Jeans day calendared for Friday 21 May.  The Leavers 
Book is expected to be delivered hot off the press next 
week and the sample certainly looks very professional 
and impressive.  Final arrangements are being concluded 
and will be released to students about the last day of this 
half term - Thursday 27 May.  We want to acknowledge, in 
a small way, the end of this formal stage in their education 
and allow time for shirt signing and autograph writing.

As this will be the last Year 11 contribution to the Newsletter 
for this particular cohort of students, we would like to say 
a heart felt thank you to all our parents and carers.  We truly appreciate the 
collaborative and supportive relationships we have built together and it is no 
surprise to us that our Year 11’s are so highly thought of amongst the teaching 
staff.  

Mrs Hirst has written about our students:
My Dear year elevens 
Your last year has been quite a challenge, but one that you took in your stride.
So as you move on to your future, you can look back with well deserved pride.
For years you have learned Maths and English and other valuable lessons learned too.
Like kindness and sharing and courage to become the best version of you. 
We have travelled this journey together, this sad time, it would come we all knew.
Now go on with the knowledge and courage, and make all of your dreams come true.  

Mrs Mennell bids them farewell with:
Dear Year 11
I have thoroughly enjoyed supporting each and every one of you over these last four 
years and will truly miss you.
Chase your dreams, do not run away from your fears.
Leave footprints of love and kindness wherever you go.
It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are and I am so proud of you 
all for achieving this.
I wish you all much joy and happiness as you begin a new chapter in your life.
My very best wishes.

Miss McDermott and myself, as the remaining members of the Year 11 team 
would like to reiterate our pride in the growth Year 11 have achieved along their 
journey at AHS and we are confident that they are well equipped to continue 
with their next steps and achieve the happiness and future success that they 
will strive for.  They have been a pleasure to support and guide.
We would like to finish this last contribution to the newsletter with messages 
from teaching staff to their students:

Over the last couple of years we have enjoyed sharing with you ‘shout outs’ 
to individuals and classes from our Year 11 teaching staff.  It feels very fitting, 
therefore, to share final messages to once again highlight how well thought 
of our year group is: 
11c3 Maths with Sir Hunty - I like to think of you as friends not just students.  
Can’t pay you any higher compliment than that me thinks.  Thank you for 
sharing my teaching room with me.
Thank you to Miss Kincell's History class, it has been an absolute pleasure 
teaching you.  Having taught the whole class since Year 9, I have seen you 
grow into excellent GCSE students who always work incredibly hard and 
always make lessons interesting and enjoyable.  A special thank you to those 
students who I have taught since Year 7 in my first ever year of teaching - 
there are students in this class who I have never not taught and I will always 
remember! It's been an honour, good luck and best wishes, Miss Kincell
Shout out to 11b2 for a great attitude towards their English pre-exam lesson 
today, taking it seriously and trying their best.  I know many students are 
revising really carefully behind the scenes too. 
Big well done to Lewis Godliman for a super opinion piece of writing last 
week - so proud of him.  Never too late to shine!
Jamie Bryars - For always contributing in Travel and Tourism lessons.
Georgia Handley - For always giving 110% in Travel and Tourism lessons.
Aiden Hooton - For really working on his revision cards and Travel and 
Tourism.
Millie Innes - For being so kind and helping others in Travel and Tourism, 
showing what an amazing person she really is.
Katie Hillyard - For creating an excellent revision board game in Travel and 
Tourism.
Jess Chase - For always having an answer for everything and keeping a smile 
on my face in Travel and Tourism.
Rhys O’Dowd - For always being polite and working hard on Travel and 
Tourism revision. 
Aaron Leaning - For excellent verbal knowledge and understanding of 
Travel and Tourism.
Maddie Wilson - For beginning to believe in herself in Travel and Tourism.
Will Smith - For always being our Travel and Tourism comedian, keeping us 
all smiling.
Pippa Smith - For showing so much knowledge and application in Travel 
and Tourism.
A massive well done to all the Engineers I have had the privilege to teach 
over these past 3 years.  You have all come such a long way and have worked 
very hard through what has been a very crazy course for you all.  I appreciate 
all of your extra efforts these past couple of months, as I know it has not been 
easy, but all that hard work will pay off in the end.  Mr Limbert
11D have been working incredibly hard in History, they take incredible notes 
and then produce excellent exam answers.  Miss Allard
Please give a gigantic shout out to my amazing Year 11 Health and Social 
Care class who I am so incredibly proud of.  You are all such brilliant individuals 
and I have loved spending the last three years watching you turn into 
independent, confident and compassionate young people.  Remember, 
you is smart, you is kind, you is important.
Thank you to English 11b1 who have been an absolute delight to teach 
for the last two years.  From the sophisticated questions and answers from 
Lento, Onett, Jack and so many more, to the mature and thoughtful ideas 
presented by Reilly, Emma, Ella and Ally.  Max always makes me smile and 
others like Grace, Sam, Elliot, Ila and Ellie have really shone this term as 
has everyone else I have not mentioned by name.  I have watched you all 
blossom and would love all of you to continue with your English studies.  
How lucky am I to have had such a wonderful and hardworking class!  I am 
going to truly miss teaching you and really hope you choose to journey with 
me into A Levels.  Mrs Edmondson
Great work by the GCSE Drama students - their performances from a text are 
going to be superb - Miss Darlington
Our best wishes to all our Year 11 students, their parents and carers.
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Update from Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our 
school community.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

      KS3 French – Clementine Ensor, 8ABt
      KS3 German – Ibrahim Katesh, 8MDn
      KS3 Spanish - Alfred Davies, 7Gr
      KS4 French – Victoria Martin, 11DCl
      KS4 German – Lillie Carey, 9Br
      KS4 Spanish – Isabella Reed, 10Wa

Signing Out
On the rare occasion a student finds themselves too ill to stay in school 
for the remainder of the day, they must speak to a member of the 
Sixth Form team before signing out so that we can ascertain the safest 
way for them to travel home.

Student Leaders
The Student Leaders are working hard on their projects and we are 
looking forward to further developing their impact on the younger 
years, with the start of mentoring this week.  In addition to the 
rewarding work already in place with paired reading, we have an 
excellent group of Student Leaders who will work with targeted 
students as positive role models, offering support with homework, 
building relationships and contributing to wellbeing. 

Year 13 Prom
Letters have gone home with full Prom details and payment 
instructions.   Please get in touch with the Sixth Form team any queries. 

Year 13 Progression
For those heading to university next year, 
please take a look at the following website:
https://www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk/
This site lists all the bursaries and grants available in the UK and 
allows you to search by degree course and university to see if 
you are eligible to apply.  In some instances, these will save you 
a considerable amount and would be a useful way to spend 
any downtime you find yourself having before stand-down on 
the 27th.
We will continue to publicise employment and apprenticeship 
opportunities on the Year 13 Google Classroom and 
recommend students sign up to the Year 13 Transition 
Programme running after half term.

Careers Corner

Year 12 Offer from The University of York
York Experience 2021 Summer School Online (YESS-O)
YESS-O gives Year 12 students an immersive opportunity to 
experience the academic and social side of university life.  The 
YESS-O will be taking place virtually on Monday 26 July to Friday 
30 July 2021.
“I got to meet lots of new people, even though it was virtual!  I 
also learnt lots more about the courses I’m interested in and what 
makes York different - not only the University, but also the city.  I 
also gained valuable tips about constructing personal statements 
which I cannot wait to implement!”  YESS-O 2020 participant
Applications are now open!  To find out more visit:  https://www.
york.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/post-16/summer-school/

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship. 
There are also moments of Reflection from 
the school Chaplain and items reflecting our 

School Values.  The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search the name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection.  This explores the theme 
of what we might learn from birds; from a family of Oyster Catchers 
resident in school to Jesus’ teaching on birds:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yax6x6nZNyo&t=18s
You will also find last week’s reflection about Justice in the bible and 
our lives, and the recent events where Judges in the Court of Appeal 
quashed the convictions of 39 former postmasters:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luY-CyPVozs
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PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be 
asked to remove ALL jewellery 
for PE lessons.  This is a health and 
safety precaution and must be 
adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should 
be clearly named.  If a student 
misplaces any PE kit, this makes 
it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
The department would like to 
clarify that the optional PE hoodie 
can be used for PE lessons, but we 
encourage students to wear the 
reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have 
loaned a lot of spare kit since 
September which hasn’t been 
returned.  If you have any PE Kit 
with ‘AHS’ written on the label, 
please return items to school.  
Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who 
have PE Period 1 must arrive at 
school in their PE kit. 

PE Lessons
Students should always bring 
their PE kit to lesson even if they 
are excused by a medical note.  If a 
student is too unwell to take part 
fully in the lesson, teachers will 
differentiate so they can be part of 
the lesson in some capacity.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7, 8, 9 Rounders (Fields)
      -   Y12, 13 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7 Cricket (Sports Hall)

   TUESDAY
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7 Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y8 Cricket (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9 Football (Front Field)
      -   Y7 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y7 Gymnastics (Gym)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.40pm)
      -   Y7 Indoor Games (Gym)
      -   Y9 Netball (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y9 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y8 Dance (Gym)
      -   Y10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Tennis (Tennis Courts)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y8 Netball (Sports Hall)
 AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

OF THE WEEK

Awry:  You may encounter this word in a reading book, on 
television, in conversations with people etc.
‘Stephano, Trinculo and Caliban plan to kill Prospero, but their 
plan goes awry when Ariel overhears their plotting and tells 
his master.’

Extra-Curricular Sport
Unfortunately, due to Covid and PE/outdoor events 
on hold, we have been unable to share results and 
students’ successes.  However, with sports activities 
starting again, we will be able to share the fantastic 
things students are doing.  If your son/daughter has 
had recent success please contact the school as we 
would love to promote what they have done. 

Girls’ Rugby
Saturday mornings, 10.00-11.00am, ages 11-16, 
rugby league sessions.  The sessions are free.  This is a 
great opportunity for any girls wanting to start rugby 
and for students taking GCSE PE.  (Flier included in 
this Newsletter.)

Indoor PE / Swimming Kit
Until the end of term, ALL year groups will need their 
indoor PE kit apart from a select number of Year 7 
and Year 8 lessons.
Lessons where students will need their swimming 
kit is below.  (Please note that PE lessons are not 
banded by form.  Students should check planners to 
find their band.)

@AHS_Year7Kl:  Highly recommend 
parents taking a look at this, you can 
search app by app, and see the NSPCC 
safety ratings and advice on reporting/
blocking staying safe etc @AHSYork
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