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Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

Archbishop Holgate’s is currently participating 
in a clinical trial to support national research 
into daily testing for contacts of Covid-19 to 
allow students to remain in school, as opposed 
to being sent home to isolate.

The Department of Health and Social Care is 
offering parents the opportunity to attend a 

virtual session to find out more information about the trial.  Please click 
on either of the sessions below to join:

Thursday 20 May, 6.00-7.00pm, MS Team Meeting Link

Thursday 27 May 6.00-7.00pm, MS Team Meeting Link

Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective Worship students have looked 
at the festival of Pentecost.  This is the Christian celebration of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit celebrated next Sunday, 50 days after Easter.  This is God 
coming alongside us.  One of the quotes we have spent some time 
thinking about is:
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God.  I will strengthen you and help you.” 
The book of Isaiah 41: 10, The Bible
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

Fri 21 May
Fri 28 May

31 May - 4 Jun
Mon 7 Jun

Non-Uniform Day in aid of York Mind
Staff Training Day (School closed to students)
Half Term
Students return

Year 11 English
The English team are extremely proud of students 
in Year 11 for their hard work and commitment 
over the last year.  With only a few more school days 
left and with final assessments done, it is admirable 
to see students still committed to our subject, 
but also each other.  In one of our creative writing 
lessons this week students were asked to reflect on what or who has 
helped them in these final weeks and months to overcome the many 
challenges students face in Year 11.  Two of my students created the 
following poems about the importance of friendship.  I was completely 
'moved' by their words.  The poems below truly sum up what our school 
is about and the values we all hold so dear:

The rolling landscape of our friendship
stretching years and years and years.

Our triumphs, failures, loves and dreams,
our future hopes and fears.

The mountains of our struggles;
the happy stretching plains.

The meadows of our laughter;
the rivers of our pains.

And each and every blade of grass 
was sculpted one by one.

And I'm sure to both of us,
The other is the sun.

But when one sees a mountain
and the other sees flat ground,
we stick together all the time

and help the other round.
Anon.

You have the knack of turning the mundane
into a huge hilarious game.

You helped the exams pass by with ease
because when things are funny
stress drifts away in the breeze.

The best thing for when exams were hard
was someone stuck there by my side,

studying, or at least trying to
while laughing and joking with you.
I somehow made it through this year.

I know I wouldn't if you hadn't been here.
It's easier by far to get through 

when your best friend is struggling too.
Anon.

Mrs Edmondson, Head of English

https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_MmEwMDcyNTYtOGUzNi00YTYzLWEzZDAtNTdlNWJkOTU5MzU4%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252261278c30-91a8-4c31-8c1f-ef4de8973a1c%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522841c926c-a85c-4c2f-85dd-377bc1e5f1b5%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=4a76bf68-09b9-4521-ba80-b36de8ac066c&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_MmEwMDcyNTYtOGUzNi00YTYzLWEzZDAtNTdlNWJkOTU5MzU4%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252261278c30-91a8-4c31-8c1f-ef4de8973a1c%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522841c926c-a85c-4c2f-85dd-377bc1e5f1b5%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=f1f976d1-324f-4135-a72e-1fb1735cc98b&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
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Non-Uniform Day, Friday 21 May
A reminder that tomorrow is a non-uniform day to raise awareness 
of ‘York Mind’.  We are asking that students donate £1 to wear non-
uniform.  Families who may struggle to donate are asked to write a note 
in the planner or contact school.  If you want to find out more about the 
services York MInd offers, please visit: www.yorkmind.org.uk
Year 11 donations will be towards their Prom, as in normal circumstances 
they would have been able to raise money towards their event 
throughout the year, but due to Covid this has not been possible.

Year 10 - English Spoken Language Assessments
Congratulations to Year 10 who conducted themselves brilliantly during 
the English Spoken Language Endorsement assessments last week.  It 
was a pleasure to listen to such articulate and passionate young people 
sharing their views on a wide range of topics.  Thank you to the many 
parents and carers who have been listening to these speeches at home 
to help students prepare and thank you to the English staff for guiding 
them through a challenging requirement of the English Language 
course.  It was wonderful to see their proud faces as they completed 
such an important life skill.  Well done Year 10!
Mrs Edmondson, Head of English

Year 11 - Leavers’ Prom Fundraising
We are currently in the process of planning our ‘Leavers Celebration’ for 
Year 11 students.  We are extremely proud of the way that our students 
have conducted themselves throughout this challenging year and we 
are aiming to plan a real celebration for the students as they complete 
their time as Year 11 students.  As always, we are conscious of the many 
financial burdens that families face and are seeking to keep Prom 
costs as low as possible.  We also have our ‘Project Prom’ which allows 
students to borrow some beautiful dresses, suits and accessories for 
free.  With this in mind, we have also started to fundraise additional 
money to provide ‘extras’ at the Prom without increasing the cost 
of the tickets.  Students are really keen to take ownership of this and 
have started a Prom Committee to plan and implement fundraising 
ideas, including a carwash, bake sale and form games.  A ‘Just Giving’ 
page has also been set up for the Prom.  This is an entirely optional 
endeavour, where families can donate any amount at all to contribute 
towards additional Prom funds, should they wish to do so via: https://
www.justgiving.com/campaign/AHS-Year11-Prom.  If the Prom should 
be cancelled, all donations to the Just Giving page will be passed to 
St Leonard’s Hospice, at the Prom Committee’s request.  Thank you as 
always for your ongoing support as we seek to guide Year 11 through 
their final weeks!  The Year 11 Team

Inclusion Centre - False Nails
A reminder that as stated in the school's uniform policy on the website, 
‘Nail varnish is not allowed.  Gel, acrylic and false nails are also not 
allowed.’  We have now acquired nail polish remover in the Inclusion 
Centre, as well as the materials to remove false/acrylic nails.  If a student 
is wearing painted/acrylic nails, they will be taken to the Inclusion 
Centre to remove them.  If they refuse, the student will remain in the 
Reflection Room until they comply.  We thank you for your cooperation 
in ensuring your child conforms to the school uniform policy.

News from the Allotment Club
Lots of work has taken place during last couple of weeks to improve 
the paths around the allotment beds.  A lot of help was received from 
GoodGym (goodgym.org) to remove the weeds that had built up.   
They also helped move a lorry load of wood chip to the area which was 
destined to become the new paths.  Thanks to them for this useful work 
to improve the area for everyone.  The Year 12 environmental action 
group, Green Leaders, continued this work in their enrichment time.  
We have started planting too and good news, the strawberry seedlings 
have survived the frosts!  Miss Clarke

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our 
school community.

Library News
We are delighted to have a wide range of fiction and non-fiction books 
for students to borrow.  Year 7 and 8 can access the Library, while other 
year groups are welcome to borrow from the new Resource Centre. 
Books may be borrowed free of charge and each loan is for 3 weeks, 
although this may be extended, if students bring the book back to be 
renewed.  Many books are part of the Accelerated Reading programme, 
but we aim to encourage everyone to read freely, according to their 
own interests.  We hope students will also take ownership of the Library 
and Resource Centre by requesting titles they would like us to purchase.
 Students are expected to take responsibility for the books they borrow.  
This means taking care of books and returning them by the due date 
and in good condition.  If a book is lost, students should expect to 
contribute towards a replacement copy.
Please encourage your child to make use of their Library and to build a 
real love of reading for pleasure.  Mrs Breare, Miss Murphy and Miss York

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

      KS3 French – Heather Ashby, 7NTh
      KS3 German – Henry Leites, 8KMd
      KS3 Spanish - Claudia Ackerley, 7CMp
      KS4 French – Amal Salman, 10LBr
      KS4 German – Henry Bate, 9Wb
      KS4 Spanish – Lila Yengle-Duncanson, 9EMl
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Update from Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley

Careers Corner

Young Professional: Journey to Work 
is an excellent resource to help young 
people aged 17+ build skills and careers confidence.  Please 
follow the link to sign up:  https://www.youthemployment.org.
uk/employment-help-young-people/choices/online-skills-and-
careers-courses/journey-to-work-free-online-course/

Young Professional: Preparing for your future is an 
excellent free online course to help young people aged 14-16 
build skills and careers confidence.  Please follow the link to 
sign up:  https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/employment-
help-young-people/choices/online-skills-and-careers-courses/
preparing-for-your-future-online-course/

Year 13 Stand Down
Year 13 stand down on Thursday 27 May at 12.10pm.  We strongly 
encourage students to sign-up for the Year 13 Transition offer in 
place after the half-term break.  We hope they see the value in the 
work experience opportunities and the workshops in place for 
their enrichment. 

Message from Miss Cox, Head of Year 12
It has been lovely to meet students following the April 
assessments, some students have been very proactive in looking 
at future progression plans and the students' mature and reflective 
approach to the assessments has been really positive. 

Competitive Entries
All students identified for competitive entries will have been 
spoken to by the end of the week, if your child is wanting to do a 
competitive entry and has not been seen, please direct them to 
Miss Cox or Dr King.

UCAS / Apprenticeships
Students attended the initial launch assembly to introduce the 
UCAS process and there will be a big focus on preparing students 
for their applications when we return after half term.
In the meantime, students can be proactive by looking at https://
www.ucas.com/, university websites and booking onto the 
advertised open days and registering for virtual events posted 
on the Year 12 Google Classroom.  If considering apprenticeship 
options, the https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship site is a 
really good starting point. 

Student Leaders
We had a really good meetings last week, Student Leaders have 
already started to have an impact through their Paired Reading 
and Mentoring programmes and their contributions to the wider 
school community are excellent.  Plans are being nurtured and 
starting to be actioned for celebration, transition, campaign 
awareness and charity projects. 

Inclusion Review Survey
City of York Council has launched an 'Inclusion Review Survey' which 
asks  children and young people with SEND, their families, carers, health 
and childcare professionals, for their views on proposals to change 
provision for young people with SEND in York.
They want to hear people’s views on four key areas of provision:
   •  Early years provision;
   •  Provision for children and young people with SEND in mainstream 
       schools;
   •  Support for children and young people with Communication and 
       Interaction Difficulties, including Autism;
   •  Support for children and young people with Social, Emotional and 
       Mental Health needs;
   •  Provision at Applefields School.
The proposals recognise the need to ensure that the city has a wide 
range of provision to meet the varied and complex needs of our 
children and young people, within the budget available and want to 
hear the views from as many of our families and partners as possible to 
help shape future provision.  The consultation will be available online 
at www.york.gov.uk/SENDInclusionReview.  Paper copies are also 
available on request from Explore and Gateway Libraries.  CYC will also 
be answering questions about the Inclusion Review and consultation 
via a facebook live session on Thursday evening.  The consultation 
closes on 30 June.  Miss Holmes,SENDCo
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PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be 
asked to remove ALL jewellery 
for PE lessons.  This is a health and 
safety precaution and must be 
adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly named.  If 
a student misplaces any PE kit, this makes it easier to 
return items to their rightful owner.
The department would like to clarify that the 
optional PE hoodie can be used for PE lessons, but 
we encourage students to wear the reversible PE 
top as this is safer for rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have loaned a lot of spare kit 
since September which hasn’t been returned.  If you 
have any PE Kit with ‘AHS’ written on the label, please 
return items to school.  Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who 
have PE Period 1 must arrive at 
school in their PE kit. 

PE Lessons
Students should always bring 
their PE kit to lesson even if they 
are excused by a medical note.  If a 
student is too unwell to take part 
fully in the lesson, teachers will 
differentiate so they can be part of 
the lesson in some capacity.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7, 8, 9 Rounders (Fields)
      -   Y12, 13 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7 Cricket (Sports Hall)

   TUESDAY
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7 Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y8 Cricket (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9 Football (Front Field)
      -   Y7 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y7 Gymnastics (Gym)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.40pm)
      -   Y7 Indoor Games (Gym)
      -   Y9 Netball (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y9 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y8 Dance (Gym)
      -   Y10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Tennis (Tennis Courts)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y8 Netball (Sports Hall)
 AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Extra-Curricular Sport
Unfortunately, due to Covid and 
PE/outdoor events on hold, we 
have been unable to share results 
and students’ successes.  However, 
with sports activities starting 
again, we will be able to share 
the fantastic things students are 
doing.  If your son/daughter has 
had recent success please contact 
the school as we would love to 
promote what they have done. 

Year 11 PE Kit Plea
Calling all Year 11 students...  the PE department 
would be extremely grateful for any students willing 
to donate their PE kit before they leave school.  If you 
are willing to donate your PE kit, please leave it with a 
member of the PE department in your last PE lesson 
or with your Head of Year before you leave.  A big 
thank you in advance!

Indoor PE / Swimming Kit
Until the end of term, ALL year groups will need their 
indoor PE kit apart from a select number of Year 7 
and Year 8 lessons.
Lessons where students will need their swimming 
kit is below.  (Please note that PE lessons are not 
banded by form.  Students should check planners to 
find their band.)

OF THE WEEK

Debacle:  A complete failure, especially because of bad 
planning and organisation.
“The lighting was the only good element in the whole sorry 
debacle that night at the theatre.”

@music_ahs:  Great to see @AHS_
Year8 students (realpealrosentalk) 
recording their #podcast “from the 
students eyes”
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VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Art & Textiles Technician
Required from June 2021

Part Time (25 hpw), Term Time Only
Grade 5 - £11,675-£12,321 (this is the pro rata salary)

Closing Date:  Friday 4 June, 8.00am

Assistant Data Manager
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (20 hpw)
Term Time plus 2 weeks during summer holiday

Grade 5 - £9,765-£10,305 (this is the pro rata salary)
Closing Date:  Friday 4 June, 8.00am

School Nurse
Required from September 2021

Part Time (32.5 hpw) Term Time plus 2 weeks
Fixed term for one year in the first instance

Grade 9 - £24,351-£27,781 (this is the pro rata salary)
Closing Date:  Thursday 10 June, 8.00am

For more information visit:
https://archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, 
committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship. 
There are also moments of Reflection from 
the school Chaplain and items reflecting our 

School Values.  The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search the name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection. This explores the theme of 
our modern habit of continually multi-tasking and how we might be 
more fully present in our interactions with people:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97gZduW_T2Y
You will also find last week’s reflection about what we might learn 
from birds; from a family of Oyster Catchers resident in school to Jesus’ 
teaching on birds:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yax6x6nZNyo&t=18s

www.archbishopholgates.academy


