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Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
Year 10 students well with their forthcoming 
exams which start next week, a timetable is 
included in this Newsletter for information.

Lateral Flow at-home testing - As a 
reminder, students who are using the LFD tests 

should take them on a Monday and Thursday morning before school.  
LFD tests are designed for asymptomatic testing only and should not 
be used by individuals who have coronavirus symptoms.  If your child 
develops symptoms, you should arrange for a PCR test by calling 119 
or by visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  Please inform 
the school as soon as possible if your child has symptoms or has gone 
for a PCR test.

Food for Thought
Over the next few weeks we will be watching reflection videos from 
the Christian charities Thy Kingdom Come and the Archbishop of 
York’s Youth Trust.  Each week we will watch two short videos from 
young influential Christians across different spheres of influence.  This 
week we’ll listen to Poet and producer, Joshua Luke Smith, share his 
love for Jesus and ex-Leeds Rhinos player, Jamie Jones-Buchanan, 
share his thoughts on the importance of silence.
“Listen to silence.  It has so much to say.”  
Rumi, 13th-century Persian poet and Muslim 
writer
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

21 Jun - 5 Jul
Wed 30 Jun

Y10 Mock Exams
Y7 Parents’ Evening

Student Voice - Extra-Curricular Activities
At Archbishop Holgate's School we are 
constantly striving to improve what we 
offer to our students.  With this in mind, 
we understand that the views of students 
are a crucial part of understanding where 
improvements can be made and to what 
extent students understand initiatives 
that have already been introduced.  We 

are therefore looking to expand our use of Student Voice within the 
school community through the use of digital Student Voice surveys.  
The responses we receive from students will help us to...
-  Understand the views of students in light of proposed changes we 
wish to make
-  Understand the impact, in the minds of students, of initiatives that 
have already been introduced
With this in mind, each week, students will receive an email to their 
school Gmail account (which is linked to their Google Classroom and 
ends in @archbishopholgates.org) with a survey that we would like 
them to complete.  This is their opportunity to have a say and will help 
to inform decisions made going forward.
This first week of Student Voice will be centred around 'Extra-curricular 
Activities' - we are looking to further enhance our extra-curricular offer 
both for the remaining weeks of this year, and from September, the 
views of students themselves would be very much appreciated to 
inform any decisions made.  Extra-curricular enrichment is something 
that sits at the heart of what we do and is now more important than 
ever.
As an incentive, we will also be introducing a Student Voice raffle, where 
a respondent will be selected at random and win a prize (to be revealed 
shortly!)
Students will be receiving an email to their Gmail account with this 
survey on the morning of Monday 14 June.  Please encourage students 
to take the survey and we look forward to hearing what they think!

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

      KS3 French – Zac Staines, 7NTh
      KS3 German – Ben Kitson, 8KMd
      KS3 Spanish - George Dodsworh, 7CMp
      KS4 French – Laura Ramshaw, 10RMe
      KS4 German – Trinity Austin-Airlee, 9Br and
                                        Andy Carden, 9Wb
      KS4 Spanish – Ciaran Fleming, 10BDu
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2.   Staying in Lessons – Students must ensure they do things like go to 
the toilet or fill up their water bottles at break and lunchtimes.  Only in 
exceptional circumstances will students be allowed to go to the toilet 
during a lesson. 
3.   Uniform – Students must make sure they are wearing the correct 
uniform.  Reminders of the school uniform policy can be found on the 
school website.  Students must accept when they are challenged on 
incorrect uniform and work with us to help correct the issue.
4.   Accepting when things go wrong, and learning from mistakes – 
We have explained to students that we understand nobody is perfect!  
Everyone makes mistakes from time to time.  The key thing we wish to 
stress is that students learn from the mistakes they make, accept any 
sanction that comes as a result and endeavour to not make the same 
mistake again.
We very much hope with an emphasis on these things in the coming 
weeks, that students will finish the half-term and the year strongly.

Finally, this week in our Act of Collective Worship and as part of wider 
work we do around online safety, we discussed the idea of a ‘Digital 
Footprint’.  We explained the difference between a ‘Passive Footprint’ 
(data that is collected online without you knowing) and an ‘Active 
Footprint’ (data that is input deliberately online – e.g. commenting 
on someone’s Instagram Post) and how this is something we all leave 
behind when we go online.  Whilst nothing to worry about, students 
must be aware that what they post online can come back to them later 
in life, so they must be very careful and aware about what they post 
online.  The recent example of Ollie Robinson clearly demonstrates 
how the internet never forgets and things from the past can come 
back to haunt you.  For those that do not follow cricket, Ollie Robinson 
recently made his debut for the England cricket team, but has since 
been suspended since some sexist and racist tweets have re-surfaced 
from when Ollie was 18.  Ollie has since apologised profusely and 
explained how he was a ‘different person’ back then, however this 
has not saved him from suspension from the England cricket team.  
We therefore feel it is imperative, as part of our wider work around 
e-safety, to make students aware of their digital footprint so they can 
make sensible choices online that will not come back to haunt them in 
later life.  The world of social media can be amazing at bringing people 
together and helping people to interact.  However, as with most 
things, it must be used in moderation, with care and due diligence.

Thank you for taking the time to read this Newsletter item.  If you have 
any issues regarding your child in Year 8, please do get in contact with 
me at aarthur@ahs.pmat.academy, or Mr Deamer (Pastoral Support 
Worker for Year 8) at rdeamer@ahs..pmat.academy.

All the best to you all, Mr Arthur and Mr Deamer

Message from Head of Year 8
I can’t quite believe it, but we have now reached the 
final half-term of the academic year.  Students in 
Year 8 have faced a lot of challenges over the past 
two years and have missed out on quite a bit of their 
time at Secondary School.  However, through all 
our collective efforts and the excellent resilience of 
students, we are finally moving slowly and steadily 
towards ‘normality’.  It has been wonderful to see 
Year 8 students develop and grow in the past year 
and make the most of the wealth of ‘Opportunities’ 
available to them in line with their stage of the 
Archbishop Holgate’s School ‘Journey’.  Next year, 
in Year 9, students will move onto the next, crucial 
stage of their Archbishop Holgate’s School ‘Journey’ 
with a focus on ‘Understanding yourself and others’ 
– where students are encouraged to consider their 
own values and beliefs, engage with the beliefs of others 
and understand how this fits into the wider world of which they are 
a part.  We hope that this focus next year will contribute significantly 
to students leaving AHS as ‘Global Citizens’ with a firm understanding 
of themselves, and compassion towards others who share the world 
around them.  As the Swiss, Muslim academic Tariq Ramadan once 
said…

 In other news, this week saw the beginning of organised lunchtime 
football on the field for Year 8.  Miss Halifax will be out with Year 8 
students each day organising football games at lunchtimes (posts, 
bibs, rolling subs – the whole nine yards!).  It has been wonderful to 
see so many students engaging 
with football in this way and with 
such excitement and enthusiasm, 
we may get to a point where 
we can organise a ‘Euros’ style 
tournament to improve student’s 
enjoyment and engagement 
with organised lunchtime football 
– watch this space!
We have a big push this half-term regarding standards across school – 
we really want to make sure students finish the year strongly ready for 
the summer break.  The key focus is fourfold in terms of focus…
1.   Timekeeping – Students must ensure they are getting to school on 
time and making their way to lessons on time.  Students that are not 
on school site before 8.45am will receive a HoY Detention after school 
the following day.  Students that arrive to lessons or form time late will 
receive an ‘L’ code in their planner – three ‘L’ codes would result in a HoY 
Detention after school the following day.

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our 
school community.
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Update from Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley

Visit to Dalby Forest, Year 12/13 Work Skills students - 
On Thursday 10 June, Year 12/13 Work Skills students 
embarked on an exciting trip to the delightful Dalby Forest.  
The day began with an energetic game of cricket with some 
sensational performances, including diving catches by Billie 
Ward and a top score of 10 runs by Levi Riley.  Dan Onyett and 
Mr Bryan, the cricket fanatics of the group, battled it out by 
bowling at each other with all the ferocity of a couple of caged 
tigers and finally finished level on 7 runs each.  Next was a lively 
game of football which featured crunching tackles from Annie 
and Jennifer Toye; a battling, heroic performance from Dylan 
Bloomfield and a star turn from future England captain Miss 
Allat Junior.  Following a well-earned lunch, the final activity of 
the day was a gentle stroll around the lake where designated 
photographer, Louisa Atkinson, showed off her skills with 
some stunning shots, which wouldn’t look out of place in a 
Photograph of the Year competition.  It was finally time for the 
trip home and, although not needed, former tank driver and 
back up mini bus driver for the day, Mrs Calvert, was on stand-
by to step in should Mr Bryan have suffered yet another injury.  
The students were a credit to the school and a fantastic day 
was had by all. 

Year 11 Transition - A busy week in  Sixth 
Form with Year 11 Transition continuing to 
take place and some Student Leader projects 
underway. 
Student Leaders did an excellent job 
delivering this week's Collective Worship to 
their peers, focussing on Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Awareness, with lots of useful tips.  
The ‘Green Dragons Environmental Leaders’ 
enjoyed a talk from Lynda Dunlop from 
York University and her colleague, Lizzie 
Rushton, from King's College London on their 
'manifesto for environmental learning'.

Next Steps for Year 12 - Below are some opportunities in advance of 
our UCAS and apprenticeship launch in the last week of term. 
UCAS Discovery Week, 22-26 June, with lots of sessions from 
student experiences, choosing the right university, information on 
apprenticeships, student accommodation etc.  Registration required via: 
https://www.ucas.com/events/ucasdiscovery-week-393976

University Open Days - Students are encouraged to  attend Open 
Days to get a real feel for the university and all it has to offer.  UCAS has 
a designated page on making the most of Open Days with top tips and 
guides (https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/
events-and-open-days).
York St John’s has announced an in person Open Day on Saturday 17 
July and Friday 13 August (assuming Covid allows) - booking required 
via their website: https://www.yorksj.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/open-
days/
Lots of other universities are offering virtual tours, open days and talks - 
more information can be found https://www.opendays.com/ 

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship. 
There are also moments of Reflection from the 
school Chaplain and items reflecting our School 
Values.  The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about  or you can search the name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection. This reflection thinks about 
some examples of perseverance. And reflects how the letter to the 
Hebrews encourages us to run the race that is set before us. You can find 
the reflection at this address:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRKW4AxB7ok&t=8s
You will also find the reflection from last week which looked what can 
be learnt from Jesus’ challenge in Matthew’s Gospel that we are to be 
like salt. It considers how this is a challenge to action and to live as the 
prophet Micah encourages - To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God (Micah 6:8)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtwkoIIvcjk

Year 7 Trip to the Beach - postponed
It is with much regret that we are having to postpone the 
Geography field trip visit to Bridlington and Flamborough Head.  
We are as disappointed as your children will be, but with the 

extension of the lockdown and the rise 
in current cases it would not be prudent 
for this trip to go ahead.  Hopefully, if life 
is calmer, we will go in September.  Those 
of you who have already paid will be 
refunded the money; please be patient 
with us on this matter.  If you have any 
further queries, please contact the school 
- 01904 411341.
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Year 7 Bright Sparks Learning Challenges
This half term, we continue to seek to ways 
to extend students’ learning beyond 
the curriculum with our ‘Bright Sparks’ 
Learning Challenges.   These challenges 
will be set every half term and will cover a range of skills, subjects and 
learning styles.  Students in Year 7 are invited to complete up to three 
challenges, with the winner receiving a £10 voucher and invited to 
breakfast with Mr Daly.  We hope our young people will enjoy the 
challenge of learning in a different way and the freedom to structure 
their work however they choose.  The new challenges are available on 
Google Classrooms, in the Library and via form tutors.  There will be 
a prize for the form with the most entries.   Students are welcome to 
submit their entries ASAP before the end of term.  Mr Lever

Careers Corner
Apprenticeship vacancy with Barratt and 
David Wilson Homes

The Yorkshire East Division of Barratt and 
David Wilson Homes is looking to recruit a school 
leaver for an office apprentice position at the end of the summer, 
based at Monks Cross, York.

The role will give an individual the skills, professional qualifications 
and career progression opportunities to enjoy a rewarding career 
with Barratt, the largest house building company in the UK.

To apply you will need to send a covering letter with your CV to 
Louise Gamp via louise.gamp@barratthomes.co.uk by Friday 2 
July.  Interviews will be taking place on 12 July.
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PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have loaned a lot 
of spare kit since September which hasn’t 
been returned.  If you have any PE kit with 
‘AHS’ written on the label, please return 
items to school.  Thank you.

PE Kit for Period 1
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 must arrive at school in their PE kit. 

MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
        -   Y7 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
        -   Y7 High Jump Practice (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
        -   Y7, 9 Rounders (Fields)
        -   Y12, 13 Basketball (Gym)
TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
        -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
        -   Y8 High Jump Practice (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
        -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
        -   Y7, 8 Cricket (Back Field)
        -   Y9 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
        -   Y9 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.40pm)
        -   Y7 Multi-Sports (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
        -   Y9 Dance (Studio)
        -   Y8 Tennis (Tennis Courts)

FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
        -   Y8 Multi-Sports (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
        -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Extra-Curricular Sport
Unfortunately, due to Covid and PE/
outdoor events on hold, we have been 
unable to share results and students’ 
successes.  However, with sports activities 
starting again, we will be able to share 
the fantastic things students are doing.  If 
your son/daughter has had recent success 
please contact the school as we would love 
to promote what they have done. 

PE Programme of Study
ALL students require their indoor kit for 
the final half term (trainers, white socks, 
blue logo shorts, blue logo t-shirt or t-shirt.; 
reversible/PE hoodie are both optional).

OF THE WEEK

Segue:  A transition from one role, state, or condition to 
another.  “The segue between the song’s chorus and its third 
verse was particularly effective.”

Boys’ Changing Rooms
All boys’ Core PE groups will return to the 
new changing rooms after the half term 
break.  Please note that groups will still line 
up outside on Black Square to be collected 
by their class teachers.  Thank you.

Athletics
Several of our promising athletics students 
were in action over the weekend and 
produced some fantastic results.  Esme 
Pounder (Y9) finished joint first in the 75m 
hurdles and first in the high jump as well 
as second in the shot put.  Lottie Langan 
(Y9) finished first in the 800m and 300m.  
Nathaniel Brady (Y9) finished first in the 
80m hurdles.  Caitlin Calvert (Y10) finished 
second in the long jump and third in the 
100m and finally, Inez Khaddi (Y11) who 
finished seventh in the 800m.  Well done 
to all our athletes!

@AHSTextiles:  Lovely 
research work inspired 
by Cas Holmes   @AHS_
Year9
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Free course on Maths Anxiety
Sound familiar?  These are some of the common 
signs of Maths anxiety.  Many of us experience some 
of these thoughts or feelings, but when they happen 
frequently they can have a real impact on mood, 
confidence and academic performance.
Eedi have created a student-friendly course that guides 
children through some of the main techniques they 
can use to reduce these feelings of Maths anxiety and 
stop it building up in the first place.  It is a collection of 
short videos and questions to keep children engaged 
throughout.  It should take approximately 30 minutes 
to complete.
https://eedi.typeform.com/to/x01Ln08k#user_
id=xxxxx&family_id=xxxxx
Mrs Crabtree, Director of Maths

News from Archies Kitchen
It finally feels like summer is here and 
Archies kitchen is embracing the 
sunshine.  Last week Mrs Calvert served 
up profiteroles and chocolate sauce for 
the students and this week we harp back 
to our good old days with strawberry 
jelly. 
Mrs Creaser bid a fond farewell to the Year 11s and 13s and wishes 
them all the luck in the world and looking forward to seeing Year 11 
students in September when they return to our amazing Sixth Form. 
Once again, the catering team are making cold sandwiches on site 
in our main kitchen, this not only guarantees freshness, but also if a 
child requests a specific sandwich we can cater to their need.  We are 
currently working with a lactose free student and have dairy free bread, 
spread and mayonnaise. 
Mrs Calvert is working hard behind the scenes menu planning for 
September when, fingers-crossed and Covid permitting, we can once 
again welcome the children for a hot plated meal.  This will enable 
us to diversify our “grab n go” counter with much more adventurous 
ingredients and food items.
I would once again like to point parents in the direction of our “MEAL-
DEAL”
     1 Grab-pot or sandwich + 1 cake or 1 drink - £2
     1 Grab-pot or sandwich + 1 cake  + 1 drink - £2.50
All items at break are 50p, unless your lucky enough to be in Year 12 
who eat in the downstairs canteen. 
If any child would like to make a suggestion for menu ideas please 
encourage them to mention it to one of the lovely members of our 
kitchen team, or if they feel shy they can write it down and they might 
see it included in future menus or theme days. 


