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Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to take this opportunity to remind 
parents, that from September, students moving 
from Year 8 into Year 9 will change to the blue 
jumper and tie which is available from Keal 
Teamwear (105 Walmgate, YO1 9UA / 01904 
624497 / enquiries@keal-teamwear.com).

York Education Futures
York Education have launched surveys for parents and students which 
aim to provide a snapshot of how the pandemic has affected children’s 
learning and wellbeing in York.
The surveys have been written by the York Education Futures group, 
York’s local education recovery group, led by Hope CEO, Helen Winn.  
The results will help the group put the right strategies in place for the 
future.
Please follow the link below to complete the survey by Friday 2 July (the 
survey is anonymous).  York Education Futures surveys:
Parents/Carers: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
  YorkEducationFuturesParentsCarers
Students: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
  YorkEducationFuturesChildren
City of York consultations web page: https://www.york.gov.uk/
consultations

Food for Thought
Over the next few weeks we will be watching reflection videos from 
the Christian charities Thy Kingdom Come and the Archbishop of 
York’s Youth Trust.  Each week we will watch two short videos from 
young influential Christians across different spheres of influence.  This 
week we’ll listen to Catholic missionary, Pippa, share a spoken word 
about the difficulties and joys of praise and Methodist Youth President, 
Phoebe, share her thankfulness for the beauty of our world.
“Strive to find things to be thankful for, and 
just look for the good in who you are.”
Bethany Hamilton, professional surfer, 
Christian speaker and writer
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

21 Jun - 5 Jul
Mon 28 Jun
Wed 30 Jun
Thu 15 Jul

Y10 Mock Exams
Y10 HPV Vaccination Catch-up
Y7 Parents’ Evening
Y9 HPV Vaccinations

Allotment Club Update
The allotment is looking smart now after all the hard work from the 
students that help maintain it..  The Year 9 Allotment Club meets 
on a Thursday after school and we also have the help of the Year 12 
Enrichment Group, 'Green Dragons', who learn about connecting with 
nature.  The Year 8 Eco-Club comes along too on a Tuesday when their 
activities allow.  The exciting news this week is we have new watering 
cans, which have been made possible after a kind donation from 
the Unity Fund organised by volunteers at AHS.  Please do contact 
the school for more information if you have an interest in any of the 
clubs or for more information about the Unity Fund.  This week we are 
also producing a short video to support the Diocese in their quest to 
consider environmental action.  Our role is to be a voice of youth as the 
issues of climate change are discussed at the next Synod. 
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This Week’s 
School News
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Message from Head of Year 9
I can’t quite believe we have reached the final weeks of the 
school year, and what a year it has been!  Twelve months ago 
things looked pretty bleak and despite an interrupted year, 
the students have built an excellent foundation to progress 
and develop into Year 10.  Their resilience, engagement in 
lives lessons, hard work and positive attitude has meant the 
impact of Covid has been less intrusive on their education.  
Walking around the classrooms, speaking to teachers and 
through teaching Year 9 myself, I can see that they are ready 
to make the step toward Year 10 and begin their GCSEs.
Next year the focus of the AHS Journey is on ‘Responsibility 
and Resilience’ and is full of enrichment possibilities that will 
hopefully make up for some of the experiences they missed 
out on this year.  Students will have the opportunity to 
experience a range of academic trips, take part in education 
enrichment days and take a foray into the world of work with 
two weeks work experience in the summer term.  Through 
this we hope to teach students about responsibility and 
to encourage them to develop skills that will help them in 
later life.  Who knows, they may even find a career they will 
pursue once they leave school (after Sixth Form of course!).  
Students will also begin to take responsibility for their futures 
by beginning their GCSEs and having the opportunity to 
attend catch up sessions after school in English, Maths and 
Science, in case they feel they want to consolidate their knowledge 
from their interrupted school year.
I am proud to say that Year 9 students have already begun to show 
‘responsibility and resilience’ in abundance this year, therefore the 
transition to focussing on this should be a smooth one.  I think former 
US President Barak Obama’s words on responsibility are relevant in this 
situation:

In other news, Euro fever has gripped the year group, with many forms 
taking part in friendly sweepstakes and wall charts proudly on display 
in form rooms.  I myself have managed to draw Belgium in the staff 
sweepstake - I am quietly confident...  It’s been lovely to see students 
take a real interest in this, and recreating some of their favourite goals 
with football at lunchtime.  I am always reminding them that they 
have a superb extracurricular opportunity to attend sports clubs like 
basketball, rounders, football etc.  So please give them a push to go 
along and enjoy these clubs at lunchtime and after school in this lovely 
weather!
This week the Act of Collective worship was based on the importance 
of Mental Health, delivered expertly by a group of Year 12 students.  It’s 
a very proud moment for any teacher when the older students mentor 
their fellow students and this was no exception.  I know it has had a very 
positive impact on the year group and the one-to- one mentoring with 
Year 12 students is also going from strength to strength. 

If this is something you feel would benefit your child, please 
feel free to contact me to discuss this further.  Wellbeing 
continues to be a big focus and I am really pleased over 
the course of the year the students have begun to reflect 
on their own mental health and what helps them cope 
with the rigours of everyday life.  This is something we will 
continue to encourage next year.
With this in mind I am delighted to announce that we have a 
new member of staff joining our year team.  Miss Johnstone 
is the new Pastoral Support Worker for the year group and 
will be working alongside myself and Miss Clark until the 
end of term and into next year.  Her roles and responsibilities 
will cover the wellbeing and day-to-day needs of students 
in the year group.  Her experience and expertise will play 
a very important role, so if you hear a new voice on the 
phone in the coming weeks I hope this explains why!  It's 
been really nice to see the positive rapport the students are 
already establishing with Miss Johnstone, who I know is 
looking forward to getting to know the students as quickly 
as possible.
We have a big push this half-term regarding standards 
across the school – we really want to make sure students 
finish the year strongly, ready for the summer break.  Their 
key focus is fourfold in terms of…
1.  Timekeeping – Students must ensure they are getting 
to school on time and making their way to lessons on time.  

Students that are not on school site before 8.45am will receive a HOY 
Detention after school the following day.  Students that arrive to lessons 
or form time late will receive an ‘L’ code in their planner – Three ‘L’ codes 
would result in a HOY Detention after school the following day.
2.  Staying in lessons – Students must ensure they do things like going 
to the toilet or fill up their water bottles, at break and lunchtimes.  Only 
in exceptional circumstances will students be allowed to go to the toilet 
during a lesson.
3.  Uniform – Students must make sure they are wearing the correct 
uniform.  Reminders of the school uniform policy can be found on the 
school website.  Students must accept when they are challenged on 
incorrect uniform and work with us to help correct the issue.
4.  Accepting when things go wrong and learning from mistakes – 
We have explained to students that we understand nobody is perfect!  
Everyone makes mistakes from time to time.  The key thing we wish to 
stress is that students learn from the mistakes they make, accept any 
sanction that comes as a result and endeavour to not make the same 
mistake again.
We very much hope with an emphasis on these things in the coming 
weeks, that students will finish the half-term and the year strongly.
Finally, a thank you to you, the parents.  Your support this year has been 
vital in the excellent year the students have had.  I know at times it 
will not have been easy (especially during home schooling!), but your 
support and communication has been so significant to the students’ 
success.
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter item.  If you have 
any issues regarding your child in Year 9, please do get in contact with 
me at navery@ahs.pmat.academy, or Miss Clark (Pastoral Support 
Worker for Year 9) at sclark@ahs.pmat.academy.
All the best to you all, Mr Avery, Miss Clark and Miss Johnstone
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AHS 48 Hour Writing Competition
Creative writers and those who love 
a challenge should ask their English 
teachers about the AHS 48 Hour 
Writing Competition - it will run over 
three consecutive weekends from Friday 2 July and competitors will 
have 48 hours - from 6.00pm Friday to 6.00pm Sunday - to submit an 
original short story matched to a brief.  All entries will be submitted via 
Google Classroom and the top stories in each round will go through to 
the next stage.  There are prizes to be won and the best stories will also 
be printed in the Newsletter.  See Ms Metcalf in En2 for more details.

Creative Success in English
Year 7 students have been studying poetry over the 
summer term: from Wordsworth and Blake to more recent 
work by Lewis Carroll and the 'Jabberwocky'.  This is a 
great nonsense poem and students have had some fun 
creating their own versions of a nonsense poem.  Below is an example 
from Eddy in Year 7, both his English teacher and I think it is absolutely 
fantastic!   Well done, Eddy!

TITLELESS
Grale stanned from the reblid sky,
And the plants brennly greezed.

Flimlich were the branches
But the brentooth never leezed.

That debly circle of light,
Gralling through the claves;

That darkness like a bregchilt,
Like the call of a quatling mave.

Mrs Edmondson (Head of English)  

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our 
school community.

Dance Club
It was excellent to see our Year 9 
students leading Dance Club last 
week and working with each other 
to build routines.  Dance Club is every 
Thursday after school in the Drama 
Studio.  We’d love more students 
to join in, learn new skills and gain 
confidence every week!

Student Voice Update
A big thank you to all the students that 
contributed to last week's Student Voice Survey 
on Extra-curricular Activities - the information 
gathered from this will be very helpful for us 
moving forward.  We have since had our weekly 
Student Voice Raffle Draw from the entries we 
had last week and the winner is Kathlen Butler 
from 9Kx - pictured below with her prize and ready for her PE lesson!

In this week's Student Voice Survey, we are collecting 
information to gauge student's understanding of 
the recent work we have done on the 'Roles within 
Bullying'.  Please encourage your child to check 
their school GMail and complete the Student Voice 
Survey - it only takes a minute!  All entries will then 
automatically enter them into next week's Student 
Voice Raffle Draw!  Thank you.

Careers Corner
A m a z i n g 
Apprenticeships 
June issue Parents’ 
& Carers’ Pack looks 

at finding an LGBT+ inclusive employer, T Levels in Science, an 
employer’s perspective on digital marketing apprenticeships, 
apprenticeships in the food and drink industry, apprentice 
perspective articles and more!

To view the Amazing Apprenticeship’s June Parents and Carers 
pack please follow the link:  https://amazingapprenticeships.
com/app/uploads/2021/06/Parent-Pack-June-2021.pdf

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French – Reuben Moore, 8Di
           KS3 German – Jenny Choi, 9Wb
           KS3 Spanish - Rosa Gladwin, 7Gr
           KS4 French – Toby Lamb, 9SMr
           KS4 German – Ellie Easton, 10JLi

Duke of Edinburgh - Do it 4 Youth 
4 challenges. 4 weeks. All for youth.  This is a fantastic 
opportunity for young people of all ages and is 
absolutely free to take part, you can choose what 
you do and who you do it with. 
So, if you are looking for a challenge and want 
to have some fun, then take a look at the DofE 
website for details.  You do not need to be a current 
participant to do this:  https://events.dofe.org/event/
do-it-4-youth/home

School Uniform Donations
A huge thank you to parents/carers for the donations of school uniform.  
We are extremely grateful that you continue to support our students 
as your own children move on.  If there is anyone wishing to make a 
donation, but are unsure what to do, please bag up your items and 
deliver them at main school Reception.  Shirts, jumpers, ties, trousers, 
skirts, PE kits and shoes are always welcome.  Thank you, Mrs Tomlinson.
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Updates from Assistant Head: 
Director of Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley

Year 12 
Progression - We have reached the end of the first week of revision 
in preparation for the summer mock exams.  Exam timetables are 
with students and any identified problems should be reported 
to Miss Cox or Mrs De Lashley.  A letter detailing the steps taken 
following the mock exams and the year ahead has been sent home. 

Year 13 
Prom - In light of the disappointment we all feel at having to cancel 
the Year 13 Prom we will release some farewell sentiments on Google 
Classroom including the Prom Award results that were voted for by 
students prior to leaving school. 
Transition - Don't forget the transition workshops running next 
week and the week after.  If your son/daughter has not already 
signed up for the food, uni storage or HE workshops and want to, 
then please do get in touch with the Sixth Form Team. 
Results - You should have received a letter detailing when to collect 
A Level results this summer, if you have not received this then please 
do get in touch with the Sixth Form Team. 

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship. 
There are also moments of Reflection from 
the school Chaplain and items reflecting our 
School Values. The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search the name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection.This reflection considers 
World Refugee Day and our response to refugees. Thinking about 
how our welcome to everyone should emulate God’s extravagant 
generosity.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vytwwHqqpTI
 You will also find last week’s reflection on Perseverance. This reflection 
thinks about some examples of perseverance. And reflects how the 
letter to the Hebrews encourages us to run the race that is set before us.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRKW4AxB7ok&t=14s

Archies Kitchen
America Day Menu, Friday 2 July
Hotdogs & fried onions
 Hamburgers
  Cheeseburgers
   Veggie Burger
Chocolate Fudge Cake  Corn on the cob
          Donuts   French Fries
  Watermelon   Mixed Salad
   Watermelon

Alongside favourites: 
Sandwiches, Salads, Cold pasta pots, Fresh fruit and Yoghurts
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PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have loaned a lot 
of spare kit since September which hasn’t 
been returned.  If you have any PE kit with 
‘AHS’ written on the label, please return 
items to school.  Thank you.
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 must arrive at school in their PE 
kit. 

MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
        -   Y7 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
        -   Y7 High Jump Practice (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
        -   Y7, 9 Rounders (Fields)
        -   Y12, 13 Basketball (Gym)
TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
        -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
        -   Y8 High Jump Practice (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
        -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
        -   Y7, 8 Cricket (Back Field)
        -   Y9 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
        -   Y9 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.40pm)
        -   Y7 Multi-Sports (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
        -   Y9 Dance (Studio)
        -   Y8 Tennis (Tennis Courts)

FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
        -   Y8 Multi-Sports (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
        -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Extra-Curricular Sport
Unfortunately, due to Covid and PE/
outdoor events on hold, we have been 
unable to share results and students’ 
successes.  However, with sports activities 
starting again, we will be able to share 
the fantastic things students are doing.  If 
your son/daughter has had recent success 
please contact the school as we would love 
to promote what they have done. 

PE Programme of Study
ALL students require their indoor kit for 
the final half term (trainers, white socks, 
blue logo shorts, blue logo t-shirt or t-shirt.; 
reversible/PE hoodie are both optional).

Boys’ Changing Rooms
All boys’ Core PE groups have now returned 
to their normal changing rooms.  Please 
note that groups will still line up outside on 
Black Square to be collected by their class 
teachers.  Thank you.

Cricket
Former student, Lauren 
Winfield, opened 
the batting again for 
England against India 
in last week’s Test 
Match. A fantastic 
achievement!

Joseph Hall (Y9) has 
been selected to play 
for Yorkshire after an 
impressive trial day last 
week. Congratulations 
Joseph, well done!

Leaders of the Week!
Lottie Langan and Anna Tarn (Y9) delivered 
a fantastic, fun and engaging session to 

their peers as part 
of the Game Of Our 
Own FA Leadership 
workshop with 
Miss Wheater.  Well 
done both! 

OF THE WEEK

Dour:  Relentlessly severe, stern or gloomy in manner or 
appearance.  “The city, drab and dour by day, is transformed 
at night.”

@music_ahs: Recording session 
in full swing tonight. Performing 
and recording each other- lots to 
take in! @AHS_Year7Kl @AHS_
Transition


