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Events and Trips
Brilliant Club Graduation Trip to Leeds University

On Friday 14 February, a group of Year 12 students went to Leeds University to graduate
from the Brilliant Club programme they had completed over the last 3 months. The Brilliant
Club is a programme designed to give students a taste of what University has to offer, including a chance to study under a respected PHD tutor. Following the launch trip at Sheffield University, students followed an intensive programme of study, receiving weekly seminars on the topic of Free will: Can it exist if casual determinism is accepted?’ To receive the
award, students completed a 2000 word essay evaluating a variety of arguments with research completed into academic studies. The Lead Tutor was very impressed with the work
he received, commenting it was the best collective entry he had seen in his 5 years working
for the Brilliant Club. The
graduation day was another
chance for students to experience a day at university, being
taken on a tour of the campus
and seeing all the opportunities university had to offer
first hand. The students then
took part in a graduation ceremony, where they received
congratulations from tutors
and peers of the Brilliant Club.
The course is designed to give
students a taste of higher education, the opportunity to develop independent working
skills and the confidence to
take on academic challenges.
Having overcome the challenges the course presented, I hope that students take the skills
they have developed into their GCSEs next year.
This Week I was lucky enough to attend Akham Bryan’s
Explorer event, this event is held annually to show careers
Leads and Staff from around the City and surrounding area just was Askham Bryan has to offer, this enables us to
pass on knowledge of the courses offered there to our students. It was a great afternoon looking at the floristry
course, Motor sports course, along with Horticulture and
Arboriculture.

Events and Trips
Year 7 STEM Day
On Tuesday 7 February, Year 7 students were taken off
timetable to be given the opportunity to experience a
day dedicated to learning more about STEM careers.
The Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths career
sectors are among the fastest growing in the UK and
present a variety of career choice for students at 18 or
21 years old. Students began the day listening to an assembly highlighting the career opportunities available
to them in the STEM sector, from doctors to computer
game designers and from working for MI5 to qualifying
as Zoologists! It was also highlighted to students that
this is a sector that is under represented by women, who only make up 17%
of the total workforce in
STEM industries. Students
then visited employers on a 30 minute carousel, giving them an opportunity to experience a taste of
what working In their industry is like and some of the
skills required in order to
have a career within that
company. The students enjoyed learning to code, build
bridges with a civil engineering company, design packaging with Nestle, identify pesticides with FERA, a careers
talk with Network Rail and becoming more familiar with a variety of animals brought in by
Zoologists. Some of the bravest
students even held snakes –
something I was glad not to be asked to do! Feedback
from the day has been very positive, with students enjoying the experience, despite being a while away from
making career choices. I hope the event has sparked interest for a career in the STEM sector. Well done to all
the students on the day who were fantastic, with many
of the companies tweeting about how they had been
impressed with students from Archie’s.

Events and Trips
Roots to Success (Green Apples)
Roots to Success, formally known as ‘Green Apples’ is a York
based project which aims to unlock the full potential of young people and inspire them to
think about the full range of opportunities higher education may offer them in the future.
The four partners are Askham Bryan College, York College, York St John University and the
University of York.
Students are selected because they have the potential to succeed in Higher Education and
Roots to success and the hope is that the programme can support them to discover some
of the options for their future steps.
On 7th February Yr11 Students were given the opportunity to
attend The University of York, for their progression conference, a
visit designed to advise students on their post sixteen options, a
day in higher education, an employability workshop, an ‘applying
to Higher Education and Student Finance’ workshop and finally a
student panel giving them the opportunity to ask University student ambassadors questions.
It was a fantastic day and we hope the students found it useful as
they continue to think about their future steps.
We are also very excited to have recently introduced this
year’s yr9 cohort to the programme, We enjoyed our first
Campus trip of the programme on Tues 25th February. The
day included What is Higher Education like at Universities?
"Higher Education Definitions" - getting to understand and feel comfortable with the jargon
used, Facts and Myths of Student Finance,"Freshers' and Finance" - an activity based on student
budgeting, a Campus Tour, "Mapsolutely Fabulous" - an activity where students get to see the
variety of places on a university campus, Introduction to Student Life at University, Societies True
or False, "The Scene of Their Time" - an activity
where students quiz their ambassador on their
experience of university. As you can see it
was a very busy day,
our students were
fantastic, really getting involved in the
activities, it was a
pleasure to see. Well
done!

Employability Skills
What are key skills?
Here is a list of key skills that employers typically look out for:
Communication, Teamwork, Initiative, Problem-solving, Computer / IT skills,
Organisation, Leadership, Hard work and dedication, Creativity, Numeracy & Reliability
Employers consider key skills to be the most important section of your CV. A solid set
of employability skills sets you apart
from other applicants and shows
School, Saturday job,
the boss what you will bring to the job.
But it’s important to bring this section to
life rather than just writing a generic list
of keys skills – you need to give specific
examples. Don’t worry if you’ve never
had a job before – employability skills
are transferable from school, clubs and
other areas of life.

club, society,

work experience

just a few ways to gain
key skills

On Tuesday 4th February we invited a Job Centre Plus School Adviser into school who
held a CV writing workshop with all the hints, tips, do’s and don’ts of CV Writing, it
was most interesting! A group of yr8 and yr10 students were also given an employability workshop,
helping them to improve their employability skills
including lessons in non-verbal communication.

National Apprenticeship Week 2020
The Week commencing 3rd February 2020
marked the annual ‘National Apprenticeship Week’ across the
country,
with schools taking the opportunity to educate students about
the opportunities apprenticeships bring.
An Apprenticeship is simply formal on-the-job learning. This
means that you get essential hands-on work experience while
also earning a real salary – and to top it all off you get to take
home a qualification as well. Apprenticeships can be taken in
almost every industry and can take place anywhere from huge
global organisations to small family businesses. During the
week we were fortunate to have guest speakers in school, who led discussions with students in Year 11, 12
and 13 about the alternatives of an apprenticeship, and to raise awareness of opportunities across the city
and nationally. The talks included sector opportunity, likely salaries and companies looking for apprentices. A very informative talk with much interest from our students afterwards.

Alumni Interview
What they did next...
The care for our students doesn’t stop when they leave Yr 11 or 13. We are
always keen to know what they are doing now and how they have progressed after leaving Archbishop Holgate’s. With this in mind we thought
you may like to know how one of our previous students is getting on .

Ellie Simons left year 13 in 2018 and is currently studying for a degree at
Sheffield Hallam University
We caught up with Ellie this term.

If you are a former student
and would like to tell us your
story, please email
srobinson@archbishopholgates.org

What made you choose university after
leaving AHS?
I knew the career path I’d chosen, PE teaching, required a degree so knew that the best option
would be to go to university.
How did you choose your University?
From attending Sheffield Hallam’s open day, I knew it
was the right place for me. The student atmosphere
and buzz was great and the way in which my lecturers
were so passionate talking about my course made me
really interested.

What was the process like?
The application process from beginning to end was
quite easy. After deciding which universities I wanted
to attend I made sure to have my personal statement
done as quickly as possible. Once I’d received an offer
from SHU I just had to work for the grades!.

What does your course entail and what are the perks of university?
My course is very practical covering all sports taught in mainstream schools. Going to university
is so great. I’ve started a new sport, met so many people from all walks of life and I also enjoy the
independence.

Did your Careers Education at Archbishop Holgate’s help you to decide on
your next steps?
It was useful in allowing me to consider all my potential options before coming to a final decision
about what I wanted to do.

Labour Market Information

Did you know?....
York’s knowledge-driven
economy is amongst the
strongest in the UK with a
solid reputation for re-

search, development, innovation and academic
excellence. Industries
which are particularly
well represented include
biosciences, food and
drink, creative, IT and

digital, as well as rail, financial and professional
services.

Sixth Form News
Career Ready
Congratulations! To our four 2nd Year Sixth Form students who recently graduated from the Career Ready Programme this term at
Nestle’s Product Research Centre. These
students have attended a range of Masterclasses, had 1-2-1 meetings with industry
experts and secured an Internship during
this fantastic programme, aimed at helping
prepare them for their next steps.
Our nine first year students have already
been partnered with mentors from a range
of businesses including Hiscox, Aviva, Siemens and Joseph Rowntree Foundation.
They have also attended two Masterclasses
entitled ‘Mentoring & Icebreakers’ and
‘Success at Interviews’. The Masterclasses
continue for the rest of the academic year
and into year 13 and include ‘Team Building’, ‘Brand You’ and ‘Assessment Centres’.

Year 12
Our current year 12s now begin to turn their attention to the opportunities of further study.
On the 15th June 2020, the year group will travel to the University of Hull for the Humberside
Higher Education Exhibition. This will give our students’ the opportunity to join UCAS experts,
university and college representatives, and industry professionals. They will be able to meet visiting exhibitors, as well as see what the University of Hull can offer.
Towards the end of June we also have our UCAS Information Evening for those parents of students in Year 12 who are looking to make an application to University. The session will cover various aspects of the application process as well as providing information on Student Finance.
Presentations will take place in the Sixth Form library, and refreshments will be available in the
Sixth Form café on your arrival. There will also be an opportunity to ask questions and speak to
members of staff about any specific queries.
Last decision received
on or before…

Means you need to reply before…

31st March 2020

5th May 2020

6th May 2020

4th June 2020

4th June 2020

18th June 2020

Year 13
Over 80 UCAS applications have been
sent and the offers continue to come in
thick and fast! Adjacent is a reminder of
the dates our students need to firm up
their offers. We have, once again, been
successful with our competitive entries.
Four of our students have been offered
a place to study medicine, 2 of which at
Oxbridge, and we have two further offers from Oxbridge to study Music and
Psychology.

What’s next….

If you are a former student and would like to
tell us your story,
please email
srobinson@archbishopholgates.org

Can You Help?
We are always looking for innovative ways to improve
our careers programme, If you would like to be involved with the careers programme at AHS or know
someone at your workplace who could be of any assistance please contact;
srobinson@archbishopholgates.org
If you have any queries regarding Careers
Development & Learning, please don’t hesitate to

contact Miss
Robinson, Careers Advisor, or Mr Avery, Assistant Head.
Thank you.

