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Food for Thought
As we start a new academic year, this week the focus of form tutor 
Collective Worship has been ‘New Beginnings’.  Students have 
considered many elements including the scripture Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 
which looks at how ‘there is a time for everything’.
“A good beginning makes for a good ending.”
English Proverb 
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope everyone had a safe, restful and  enjoyable 
summer.  Students have returned with a positive 
manner, Years 7 to 11 looking smart in their 
school uniform and making excellent first 
impressions across school.

This is the start of my twelfth year as Headteacher and I remain 
incredibly proud to lead what is a flourishing school; a happy, supportive 
and inclusive learning community, where we strive and succeed in 
delivering an ‘excellent education for all’.  We are proud that our school is 
a place where ‘real opportunities for transformation exist’ (SIAMS).  Being 
distinct and effective as a Church school means that when students 
leave us at the end of Year 13 they are in the best position possible, 
both academically and as well-rounded young people, to take the 
appropriate next steps towards a successful future.
We continue to follow Government guidance to ensure student and 
staff safety with a cautious approach as students move around the 
school.  As such, we strongly recommend that all students wear a face 
covering when moving between lessons and we will be reminding 
students to put their masks on as they enter buildings.  I would like to 
thank you in advance for your support with this and in ensuring that 
your children bring a mask to school each day.  This is not a precaution 
I see lasting throughout the term, but is one that I feel will be beneficial 
when we first return as the new term settles.
I would also like to draw your attention to the letter enclosed from our 
Chair of Trustees, Mr Hattam, regarding a vacancy to sit on the Pathfinder 
MAT Board.   
As ever, if you have any questions or feedback, please do not hesitate to 
contact the school.  Andrew Daly, Headteacher

Upcoming Events

Tue 21 Sept
Tue 28 Sept
Tue 28 Sept

Fri 8 Oct

Y9-11 HPV vaccination  catch-up
Training Day (School closed to students)
Open Evening
Y7-12 School Photographs

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements and events in the community, please email 
jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.

Covid Controls
It remains crucial that no child attends school if they are displaying 
symptoms of Covid:
A high temperature
A new, continuous cough
A loss or change to sense of smell
Any child displaying symptoms should book and attend a PCR test and 
remain at home until they receive the result.
Our Covid risk assessment remains as important as ever and therefore 
students will be encouraged to wash their hands on arrival using soap 
and water with opportunity to sanitise throughout the day.  Additionally, 
we will be ensuring that all classrooms remain well ventilated to limit 
the spread of transmission.
Children are encouraged to continue wearing face coverings in 
corridors and social spaces.

MyEd School App
Also included in this week’s Newsletter is 
information on how to download and install the 
MyEd app to have direct access to the school 
phone number, email address, ParentPay account, 
the school calendar, daily notices, the weekly Newsletters, Facebook 
and Twitter accounts, along with information on your child’s academic 
data and up to date attendance data.  You will be able to message the 
school directly from the app.
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The Pastoral Team
The pastoral team welcomes all our students back to school and would 
like to make a very special welcome to our community and the new 
students who have joined us this year.  It is very important that every 
student in school is known and cared for as an individual, and as such 
we have a pastoral team whose role is to support, challenge and care for 
each student.  To enable this to happen every student is a member of a 
Form and it is the Form Tutors role to look after and care for each student 
as an individual on a daily basis.  If you wish to communicate with your 
child’s Form Tutor please make a note in their planner.  Students are also 
a member of a Year Group led by:
  •         Miss Kincell (Year 7)
 •         Mrs Avey (Year 8)
 •         Mr Arthur (Year 9)
 •         Mr Avery (Year 10)
 •         Miss Turvey (Year 11)
 •         Miss Balmer (Year 12)
 •         Miss Cox (Year 13)
The Heads of Year are responsible for the care and progress of all 
students in their care.  Each Head of Year is supported by an Assistant 
Head of Year and Pastoral Support Worker.
The collaboration and relationship between students, parents and 
school is key to our success as a learning community.  Communication is 
central to these relationships, which is why we welcome communication 
and feedback (both positive and as areas for development).  If you do 
have feedback please use the school’s feedback tab on our website.  
If you have any concerns or issues that you wish to discuss with the 
school, please phone 01904 411341 or email reception@ahs.pmat.
academy.  Please make an appointment to speak to a specific member 
of staff.  Our reception staff: Mrs Robinson, Mrs Leonard, Mrs Harris, Miss 
Park, Miss Ashcroft and Mrs Sissons, will answer the phone/email and 
pass to our Pastoral Support Workers who will phone you back and try 
to solve your concern in the first instance, or if required, work with the 
relevant Head of Year who will then make contact.
We look forward over the coming year to working with our students 
and parents to ensure that all students have every opportunity to 
flourish, grow in confidence and make the most of their individual gifts 
and talents.
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Attendance
Over the next week each year group will 
receive a presentation that explains the 
importance of excellent attendance.  We 
would ask that all parents/carers read 
the following presentation and the 
schools Attendance Policy (available on 
the school website at: https://archbishopholgates.academy/wp-content/
uploads/2020/09/Attendance-Policy-Due-for-review-September-2022.
pdf
We would like to highlight the following key information to all families:
•  Whilst we understand that on occasions there may be good reason 
for absence, every student should be aiming to have attendance above 
96%.  For students whose attendance is consistently below 96%, we will 
provide any support that families need to help improve their attendance.   
Attendance does not just impact on academic outcomes, but also on 
student wellbeing. 
•  We would like to thank parents/carers for working with the school and 
supporting their child to attend school every day and be on time, unless 
they have very good reasons such as illness. 
•  Appointments during the school day should be avoided and be a last 
resort.
•  No holidays should be taken during term time.  If you choose to take a 
holiday during term time, we will need to refer this to the Local Authority 
who may issue a fine.
•  If your child is late to school, without a good reason (and please remember 
they must be in form by 8.45am and not just on school site) they will receive 
an after school detention the following night.  Just like last year ,Mr Daly 
and Mrs Robinson will close the Black Bull gate at 8.43am.
If your child is too ill to attend school we ask that you contact our Attendance 
Officer by phoning school, emailing reception@ahs.pmat.academy or 
using the 'app', every day they will be absent or late to school.
With regards Covid, please use the following flowchart to identify what 
actions you should take if your child or someone else in your household is 
showing symptoms or has tested positive.
As always, the school is here to do everything we can to support families 

and if you have any questions regarding attendance or need any support, 
please contact your child’s Head of Year in the first instance.
Attendance presentation available via: https://docs.google.com/
presentation/d/1bQf5NPLU_YlAgh-Fi3PNyJyQzAbINVcK9IXcRhEvSYs/
edit#slide=id.p1

Term Dates 2021-2022
Autumn Term 2021
Staff Training Day  - 28 Sept 2021 (School closed to students)
Half Term  - 25-29 Oct 2021 (inclusive)
Staff Training Day  - 26 Nov 2021 (School closed to students)
Term Ends  - 17 Dec 2021
Spring Term 2022
Students return  - 4 Jan 2022
Half Term  - 21-25 Feb 2022 (inclusive)
Term Ends  - 7 Apr 2022
Staff Training Day  - 8 Apr 2022 (School closed to students)
Summer Term 2022
Students return  - 25 Apr 2022
May Bank Holiday  - 2 May 2022
Half Term  - 30 May – 3 Jun 2022 (inclusive)
Term Ends  - 22 Jul 2022
Staff Training Day  - 25 July 2022 (School closed to students)

This Week’s 
School News

E-safety - Deepfakes
This week we are sharing the following guide with all our students on 
how to stay safe online.  Please ensure your child has read the guidance 
included in this Newsletter..

Careers Corner

www.archbishopholgates.academy
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This Week’s 
School News
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AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school and Collective Worship.  There 
are also moments of Reflection from the school 
Chaplain and items reflecting our School Values.  
The address is:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search for it by name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection.  This explores the theme of 
Rest and how at the start of a new academic year we must not neglect 
to do this.  We reflect on how Rest is built into our DNA and Creation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlO3bfkFwaE&t=11s

Mutual Respect is the key message for students 
this half term! 
We are excited to announce that plans for Acts of 
Collective Worship for all year groups will be based 
on the British Values , which as a community, 
we live into being through our school values of 
Justice, Compassion, Forgiveness and Trust.  The 
focus this half term is Mutual Respect where we 
build trust by celebrating everyone's individual 
and unique qualities; we show compassion and respect towards the 
values, beliefs and ideas of others.  We will be discussing key questions 
such as:

   What can our school values teach us about mutual respect? 
   What does mutual respect look like in our community?
   What can you do if you're not being treated with respect?
   Do you have to earn respect?

We also encourage parents and carers to discuss these topics with their 
young people.  If you have any questions, please contact the year team 
of your child.  (Mrs Deacon, Assistant HoY)

OF THE WEEK

Affinity:  A natural liking for or understanding of 
someone or something.  ‘She seems to have a natural 
affinity with water..’

Stationery Price List
The following items are available to purchase from the Main School 
Reception:

School Menu - w/c 13 September

@AHSTextiles:  Lots of 
inspiring new displays to start 
the term.  #WelcomeBack 
#textilesclassroom
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News
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Update from Assistant Head:  
Director of Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley

Welcome Back!
It has been a great week in Sixth Form.  We have welcomed back our 
Year 13 students who have a very busy and important year ahead.  We 
have also greeted our new Year 12 group who have been a delightful 
addition to the cohort.  We are so looking forward to the year ahead 
supporting our Sixth Form students.  If you have any queries, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch with the Sixth Form team.

Covid absence
Should your son/daughter be absent due to Covid, we will expect their 
attendance to live lessons if they are well enough.  Lesson resources will 
be posted on their Google Classroom. 

Attendance
Attendance has been excellent this week and we hope it will continue.  
Missed days cause gaps in learning that are hard to fill during the short 
Post-16 period.  Please support us in encouraging excellent attendance. 

Welcome Back!
The PE department would like to welcome 
all students back to what hopefully will be 
a fantastic year full of sport!
There is always a lot of information in the 
first week back at school and it is a lot for 
students to take on board (especially 
for our new students in Year 7).  With 
this in mind we will be emphasising the 
importance of using Google Classroom 
where students can access general PE 
information, their Programme of Study, the 
Extra-Curricular Programme, Community 
Links and a curriculum map outlining what 
students study each year.

Extra-Curricular Sport
If your son/daughter has had recent 
success in a sporting activity please contact 
the school, we would love to promote 
what they have done. 

PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have loaned a lot 
of spare kit since September which hasn’t 
been returned.  If you have any PE kit with 
‘AHS’ written on the label, please return 
items to school.  Thank you.
A reminder that students who have PE 
Period 1 should arrive at school in their PE 
kit. 

Extra-Curricular Sport
Unfortunately, due to Covid and PE/
outdoor events on hold, we have been 
unable to share results and students’ 
successes.  However, with sports activities 
starting again, we will be able to share 
the fantastic things students are doing.  If 
your son/daughter has had recent success 
please contact the school as we would love 
to promote what they have done. 

Message from Miss Balmer, 
Head of Year 12
 
Enrichment
This week students have chosen an enrichment option which 
they will participate in every Wednesday afternoon.  This is 
a fantastic opportunity for them to be involved in activities 
outside their chosen subjects and build their skills ahead of 
applying for courses and employment next year.  We hope 
they really throw themselves in and take something valuable 
from the experience.
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